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INTRODUCTION 


I N Maich, 1724, was published the narrative in 
which Defoe came, perhaps even nearer than 
in Moll Flanders, to writing what we to-day 
call a novel, namely The Fortunate Mis- 
tress , or, a History of the Lfe and Vast Variety of 
Fortunes of Mademoiselle de' Belau , qferwards called 
the Countess of Wintelsheim, m Germany Being the 
Person hnoim hy the name of the Lady Roxana, in the 
Time of King Chat les II No sec ond edition ap- 
peared till aftei Defoe’s death, which occurred in 
1731 Then foi some years, vanous editions of The 
Fortunate Mistress came out Because Defoe had 
not indicated the end of his chief chaiacters so 
cleaily as he usually did in his stones, seveial of 
these latci editions cairied on the history of the 
heioine Piobably none of the continuations was 
by D^foe hiuibclf, though the one in the edition of 
1745 has been attiibutcd to him For this reason, 
and because it has some hteiary ^let]t,J■t,^s included 
in the present edition ' 

That this continuation was not by Defoe is at- 
tested 111 various ways In the fii-st place, it tells the 
history of Roxana domi to herdeath in July, 1742, 
[viij 
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a date which Defoe would not have been likely to 
li\, for he died hmiself in April, 1731 Moreover, 
the statement that she was sixt^-four when she died, 
does not agree with the statement at the beginning 
of Defoe's narrative that she was ten jears old in 
1633 She must have been born in 1673, and con- 
sequently would have been sixty-nine iii 1742 This 
discrepancy, however, ceases to be important when 
we consider the geiieial confusion of dates in the pait 
of tlie book ceitainl}^ by Defcx? The title-page an- 
nounces that his heioinewas “ known b^ the name of 
the Lady Roxana, in the Tune of King Charles II ” 
She must have been known by this name when she 
was a child of eleven or twelve, then, foi she was ten 
when her parents fled toEnghind “nliont 1683,” and 
Chailes II died in Febiuaiy, 1685 Moieovei, she 
was not married till she was hfteen , she lived eight 
years with her husband , and then she was mistress 
successively to the fnendly jewellei, the Pi nice, and 
the Dutch iiierchaut Yet aftei this career, she re- 
turned to London in tunc to become a noted toast 
among Charles II ’s courtiers and to entertain at her 
house that iiionaich and the Duke of Monmouth 
A stionger aigument foi diffeient authorship is the 
diffeience m style between the continuation of Roxana 
and the earlier iianative In the continuation De- 
foe’s best-known nianneiisms are lacking, as two 
instances will show Critics hav e often called atten- 
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tion to the fact that Ji ight, instead of frighten, was 
a favourite woid of Defoe ^ovi fnghten, and not 
fright. Is the V erb used in tfie continuation Fui ther- 
inore, I have pointed out in a previous introduction ^ 
that Defoe was fond of making his characters smile, 
to show cithei kindliness or shrewd penetration 
Thev do not smile in the continuation 

Thcie are othei differences between the original 
stor\ of The /''ortuiiate Misti t\‘t am\ the continuation 
of 1745 The former is better narrative than the 
l.ittei , it moves <(ui(kci , it is moie real And jet 
tliere IS a manifest attempt in the continuation to 
imitate the ni.iimci and the substance of the story 
pio[)ci Theie is a dialogue, for example, between 
Ifoxana and the Quake less, modelled on the dia- 
logues wliidi Defoe w.is so fond of Again, there is 
a faiily successful attem[)t to copy Defoe’s cncuni- 
slaiitialilv . Iheic is an amount of ch tail in the con- 
tinuation which makes it more graphic than much 
of the fiition whicli has been given to the world. 
And finallv, in uiidcislanding and lepioducing the 
chaiacteis of Roxana and Ann, the anonymous 
authoi has done leniaikably well The character of 
Roxana’s ihuightci is less tiue to Defoe’s conception , 
the gill, as he chew her, was actuated more by natural 
affection in seeking her mother, and less by interest 
The charactci of the Dutch meicliant, likewise, has 
1 Sci Jlemoirs of a Cm tlhir 
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not changed for the bettei in the continuation He 
has developed a Mndictivencss which, in oiir former 
meetings with him, seemed foieign to his nature. 

I have said that in 'ITte Fortunate Mntress Defoe 
has come nearer than usual to wilting what we to- 
day call a novel , the reason is that he has had more 
siiciess than iisuid in making Ins chaiacters real 
Though many of them aie still wooden — lifeless 
types, rather than individuals — vet th.* I’lince, the 
Quakeress, and the Dutch niei chant occasionally 
wake to life, so rather moie docs the unfoitunate 
daughter , and more yet, jXiny and Roxana. With 
the exception of Moll Flanders, tliese last two are 
more vitalised than any personages Defoe invented 
In tins pail, furtheimoic, IXfoc seems to have been 
inteiested in bunging out the contrast between 
characters The seiv ant, Amy, tin own with another 
mistiess, might have been a totally different woman 
The vulgarity of a seivant she would have retained 
under any cncumslances, ns she did even when pro- 
moted fiom lieing tlie maid to Ixmig the companion 
of Roxana, but it was unreasoning devotion to hei 
mistress, combined witli weakness of character, which 
led Amy to lx* vicious 

Roxana, foi hei pai t, had to the full the independ- 
ence, the initiative, whicli hei woman was without, — 
or rather was without when acting for herself, lor 
when acting in the interests of hei mistress, Amy 
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was a different creatine Like all of Defoe’s pnn- 
ijpal cliaracteis, Roxana is criimeiitly practical, 
cold-blooded and selfish After the fiist pang at 
paiting with her five thildien, she seldom thinks of 
them except as encumbiaiices , she will provide for 
them as decently as she can without peisotial iiicoii- 
veniencc, but even a slight sacrifice for the sake of 
one of them is too much foi Jiei Towards all the 
men with whom she has dealings, and towards the 
fiicndl^ Quakeiess of the Minories, too, she shows 
a calculating leticence which is most iinfeminine 
The coiitiiiuatoi of our stoiy endowed the heroine 
with wholly characteiistic selfishness when he made 
her, on lieaiiiig of Ainv’s death, feel less sonow 
for the miserable fate of hei ft lend, than for her 
own loss of an advisei 

And yet Roxana is capable of fine feeling, as is 
piovccl by those tears of jo> for the happy change m 
liei foil lines, which bung about that leahstic love 
scene between hei and the I’lince in legaid to the 
supposed jiaiiit on her cheeks Again, when ship- 
wieck thieatens hei and Amy, her emotion and re- 
pentance aie due as much to the thought that she 
has dcgiaded Amy to her own level as to thoughts 
of her more flagiant sins That she is capable of 
feeling giatitudc, she shows in hei generosity to the 
Quakeress And in bei rage and lemoise, on sus- 
pecting that her daughter has been murdered, and 

[XI] 
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in her emotion leieial times on seeing hei diildren, 
Roxana shows lieiself a true woman In shoit, 
though foi the most pail iiiomiiTieiitally selfish, she 
14 yet saved I'-om being impossible by seveial dis- 
plays of noble emotion One of the surpiises, to a 
student of Defoe, is that this thick-skinned, mer- 
cantile writer, the vulg.ircst of ,il] oiir great men of 
letters m the eaily eighteenth lentiiiv, seems to 
have known a woman’s heait better than a man's 
At least he has siuceeded in making two or thiee of 
his women diaiacteis moie alive than any of his 
men It is another suipiisi that in wilting of 
women, Defoe often seems ahead of Ins age In the 
aiguinciit between Roxana and hei Dutdi merihaiit 
about a woman’s indcptndciuc, Roxrina talks like a 
diainctei in a “ pioblem ’ pla\ oi novel of oui own 
day Tills, peihaps, is not to Defoe’s crerht, but it 
■ s to Ills ciedit that he has said dscwlieii ' ‘"A 
woman well-liud and well-taught, fuinished with 
the aciomplishuieiits of knowledge and be- 

havioui, IS a creatuic without conipaiisoii , her 
soiietv IS the emlilein of subliiiic eii|ovincnts , 
and the man that has sudi a one to Ins poition, has 
nothing to do but to ie)oi<e in Ini, .ind be thank- 
ful ” Aftei leading these woids, one eaiinot but 
legret that Defoe did not tiv to iieate hcioiiies 
more virtuous than Moll Flandeis and Roxana 
^ E'isay upon Pro)fct^ An Arndfmy pu ircwipn 



INTRODUCTION 


It 13 not onl) in drawing his characters that 
Defoe, in The Fortunate Mudrets, comes nearer than 
usual to pioducing a novel This narrative of his is 
less loosely constructed than any others except 
Rohmion Crusoe and the Jounuil of the Plague Xear, 
which it was easiei to give stiintuie to In both 
of them — the story of a sohtaiy on a desert island 
and the stoiy of the visitation of .i pestilence — the 
nature of the suh|ect made the author’s course toler- 
ably plain, in The Foifuuate Mis rcss, the piopei 
couise was h\ no means so well inaikcd Trie more 
credit IS due Defoe, thcicfore, that the book is so far 
fiom being eiitiiclv inoiganiscd that, had he taken 
suftuient paiiis with the ending, it would have had 
as iiuuh stnutuie as nianv good novels 'nicre is 
no stiongU deliiied [ilol, it is tine, but in gen- 
eral, it a cliai.ulei is intuHluccd, he is heaid fiom 
again , a scene that impie,sses itself on the mind of 
the heioiiie is likelv to be important in the sequel 
The stoiy seems to lie woikirig itself out to a loglCM.1 
conclusion, when unexjitclcdlv it comes to an end 
Defoe appaiently grew tued of it for some reason, 
and wound it iiji abiu|)fly, with only the meagre^ 
information as to the fate of Roxana and Amy that 
they “ fell into a dreadful couise of calamities ” 

G. H. Maynadier 
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T he history of this beautiful lady is to 
speak for itself , if it is not as beautiful 
as the ladv heiself is repoited to be , if 
it IS not ns dneitiMg ns the reader tan 
desire, and much more tfian he can lensoruibly e\- 
pe(t , and if all the most dueiting paits of itaie not 
adapted to the instiuction and nnpioieineiit of the 
reader, the relatoi savs it iimst be fioin the defett 
of his perfouiuirite , diessing up the stoiy in worse 
clothes than the ldd\ whose words he speaks, jire- 
pared for the world 

He takes the liberty to say that this story diffeis 
from most of the modem pufoimances of this kind, 
though some of them Iiaie met w'lth a very good 
icception in the woild I say, it iliffeis from them 
in this gie.it .111(1 essenfial aitule, n.iinoly, that the 
foundation of this is laid in tiuth of fact, and so 
the woik IS not a stoiv, but a history 

The scene is laid so iicai the place where the mam 
pait of it was tiansacted that it was necessary to 
conceal names and persons, lest what cannot be yet 
entiiely foi|rot in that pait of the town should be 
remembered, and the locts traced back too plainly by 
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the many jicople )et living, who would know the 
persons by the pniticulars 

It IS not hIwhvs iiocessary that the names of per- 
sons should L" dis( oveied, though the history ina\ 
be many wav^ useful, and if we should be always 
obliged to name the peisons, or not to lelate the 
story, the consequence might be only this — that 
manv a pleasant and delighlful hisloiv would be 
bulled in the daik, and the woild depiived both of 
the pleasuie and the pioht of it 

The wiitei sa\s he was paiticulnilv acquainted 
with this lady’s first husband, the biewei, and with 
his fathei, and also with his bad circumstances, and 
knows that fust part of the story to be tiuth 

This may, he hopes, be a pledge foi the ciedit of 
the rest, though the lattei part of her histoiy lay 
abroad, and could not be so well vouiheil as tlie 
first , yet, as she has told it heisclt, we have the less 
reason to (|uestion the tiutli of that pai t also 

III the mannei she has told the stoiy, it is evident 
.she does not insist upon hci justiHi ition in any one 
jiarl of it, much less does she recommend hei con- 
duct, oi, indeed, any part of it, except hei lepent- 
.atice, to oul imitation t)n the contiaiy, she makes 
frequent excursions, in a just censuring and con- 
demning hei own practice How often does she 
reproach heiself in the most passionate mannei, and 
guide us to just reflections in the like cases ' 

[ i''* ] 
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It IS true she met with unexpected success m all 
her wicked courses , but even in the highest eleva- 
tions of her prosperity she makes frequent acknowl- 
edgments that the pleasure of iiei wickedness was 
not woith the repentance, and that all the satisfac- 
tion she had, a,l the jo\ in the view of her prospeiity 
— no, nor all the wealth she rolled in, the gaiety of 
her appeal aiicc the equipages and the hoiiouis she 
was attended with, could quiet hei mind, abate the 
lepi caches ot her conscience, or piocure her an hci v’s 
sleep when just reflection kept her waking 

The noble infeiences that are drawn from this one 
$ 

part aie worth all the lest of the store, and abun- 
dantly justify, as they are the piofessed design of, the 
publication 

If there are any parts in her story which, being 
obliged to lelate a wncked action, seem to describe 
it too plainly, the writer says all iinagiiiablc uue has 
been taken to keep cleai of indecencies and inniiodest 
expiessions , and it is hoped you will find nothing to 
pioinpt a vicious iiiind, bu .verywhere much to dis- 
couiage and expose it 

Scenes of crime can scarce be lepresented in such 
a manner but some may make a criminal use of 
them , but when vice is painted in lU low-pii/ed 
colours, it IS not to make people in love with it, but 
to expose it , and if tlie reader makes a wrong use of 
the figuies, the wickedness is his own 
[ XVII ] 
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In the meantime, the advantages of the present 
woik are so great, and the virtuous reader has room 
for so much improvement, that we make no question 
the story, how "ver meanly told, will find a passage to 
his best hours, and be read both with profit and 
delight 


[ xvin J 



A HISTORY OF THE 

LIFE OF ROXANA 


1 WAS born, as my friends told me, at the city 
of Poiti'eis, in the pioviiite oi county of 
Poitou, in France, fiom whente I was brought 
to England by 1113 parents, who fled for their 
religion about the year 1683 , when the Piotestants 
were banished from France by the cruelty of their 
persecutors 

I, who knew little or nothing of what I was brought 
over hither for, was well enough pleased with being 
here London, a laige and gay city, took with me 
iinglit) well, who, from m3' lieiiig a child, loved a 
ciowd, and to see a great many fine folks 

I retained nothing of France but the language, 
my fathei and niothei being people of better fashion 
than ordinaiily the people called refugees at that 
time were , and having fled earlv, while it was easy 
to secure then ettects, had, before their coming over, 
lemitted considerable sums of money, or, as I re- 
member, a considerable value m French brandy, 
papei, and other goods , and these selling very much 
to advantage hcie mv fathei was in very good ciicum- 

' VOL 1—1 [ 1 ] 
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stances at his coming user, so that he was fai from 
applying to the rest of our nation that weie here foi 
countenance and lelief On the contrary, he had his 
door continuallv thionged with inisciable objects of 
the poor stumng cieatures who at that time fled 
hither for shelter on account of conscience, or some- 
thing else 

I have indeed heard my father say that he was 
pestered with a gieat nianv of those who, for any 
leligion they had, might e’en have stayed wheie they 
were, but who flocked ocei hither in droves, tor what 
they call in English a livelihood , hearing with 
what open arms the lefugees weie received in Eng- 
land, and how they fell readily into business, being, 
by the tliari table assistance of tlie people in London, 
encouiaged to woik in then mamilat tones in Sp.tal- 
fields, Can tei bury, and other places, and that they 
had a much better puce for their work than in 
France, and the like 

My father, I say, told me that he was more pes- 
tered with the clamouis of these people than of those 
who were truly lefugees, and fled in distress merely 
for conscience 

I was about ten years old when I was brought 
O'er hlthei, where, as I have said, my father lived in 
very good eiicumstances, and died in about eleven 
years more, in which time, as 1 had accomplished 
myself for the sociable pait of the world, so I had 

[2J 
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acquainted myself with some of our English neigh- 
bours, as IS the custom in London , and as, while I 
was young, I had picked up three oi four playfellows 
and companions suitable to my years, so, as we grew 
biggei, we learned to call one anothei intimates and 
friends, and tins forwaided very iiiuth the finishing 
me for conversation and the world 

I went to English s< bools, and being young, I 
learned the English tongue perfectly well, with all 
the customs of the English young women , so that I 
retained nothing qf the Fiench but the speecli , noi 
did I so much as keep any icmaiiis of the French 
language tagged to my way of speaking, as most 
foreigners do, but spoke what we call natural Eng- 
lish, as if I had been bom hcie 

Being to give my own character, I must be excused 
to give it as impartially as possible, and as if I was 
speaking of another body, and the sequel vvill lead 
you to judge whetlici I flattei myself or no 

I was (speaking of myself at about fourteen years 
of age) tall, and very well made , shaip as a hawk in 
matters of common knowledge, quick and smart in 
discourse , apt to be satirical , full of lepartee , and 
a little too forward in conversation, or, as we call it 
in English, bold, though perfectly modest in my be- 
haviour Being Flench born, I danced, as some s^v, 
naturally, loved it extremely, and sang well also, and 
so well that, as you will hear, it was afterwards some 

[ 3 ] 
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advantn^e to iiit With all these things, I uanted 
neither wit, beant},oi iiiniiev In this manner I set 
out into the woild, having all the advantages that 
any young woman vould dcsiie, to leLuinmend me to 
others, and foini a piospci t of happy living to myself 
At about fifteen yeais of age, my father gave me, 
as he ealled it in French, 25,000 livies, that is to say, 
two thousand pounds poition, and married me to an 
eminent brewer in the city Pardon me if I conceal 
his name , for though he w'as the foundation of my 
ruin, I cannot take so severe a rev^ige upon him 
With this thing called a husband I lived eight 
years in good fashion, and foi some pait of the time 
kept a coach, that is to say, a kind of mock coach , 
for all the week the horses weie kepi at woik in the 
dray-carts, but on Siindav I had the [iiivilege to go 
abroad in iny chariot, cithei to church oi otherways, 
as my husband and I could agiee iibonl it, which, bv 
the way, was not very often , but of that lieieafter 
Befoic I proceed in the histoiy' of the niaiiied part 
of my life, you must allow me to give as impartial an 
account of my husband as I have done of myself 
He was a jolly, handsome fellow', as any' .voman need 
wish foi a companion , tall and viell made, rathei a 
little too large, but not so as to be ungenteel, he 
danced well, which I think was the first thing that 
brought us together He had an old fatliei who 
managed the business caicfully, so that he had little 
[4J 
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of that part la^ on him, but now and then to appear 
and show himself, and he took the advantage of it, 
for he troubled himself ver^ little about it, but went 
abroad, kept company, hunted much, and loved it^ 
exceedingly 

After I have told \ou that he was a handsome 
man and a good sportsman, I have indeed said all , 
and unhappy was I, like other young people of our 
sex, I those him foi being a handsome, jolly fellow, 
as I have said , foi he was otherwise a weak, emptj- 
headed, untaught.creatuie, ns anv woman could evei 
desiie to he coupled with And heie I must take 
the liberty, whatevei I have to lepronch myself with 
in ni\ aftei conduct, to turn to my fellow -creatures, 
the young ladies of this countiy, and speak to them 
by way of precaution If you have any regard to 
your future happiness, any view of living comfort- 
ably with a husband, any hope of pieserving your 
fortunes, oi restoniig them after any disastei, never, 
ladies, mail v a tool , any husband rnthei than a fool 
With some othei husbands you may lie unhappy, 
but with a fool vou will be miserable , with anothei 
husband you mav, I say, be unhappy, but with a 
fool vou must, nay, if he viould, he cannot make 
vou easy , everv thing he does is so awkward, eveiv- 
thiiig he says is so einptv, a woman of any sense cannot 
but be suifpited and sick of him twenty times a day 
What IS raoie shocking than for a woman to bring 

[ 5 ] 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 


ft hftndsoine, comely fellow of a husband info com- 
pany, ftnd then be oblifred to blush for him every 
time she hears him speak ^ to hear other gentlemen 
_talk sense, and he able to say nothing ^ and so look 
like a fool, or, whuh is vvoise, hear him talk non- 
sense, and be laughed at for a fool 

In the next place, there are so many soils of fools, 
such an infinite variety of fools, and so hard it is to 
know the worst of the kind, that I am obliged to say, 
“ No fool, ladies, at all, no kind of fool, whether a 
mad fool or a sober fool, a wise fool oi a silly fool , 
take anything but a fool , nav, be anything, be even 
an old maid, the vvoistof natuie’s lurses, rathei than 
take up with a fool ” 

But to leave this awhile, for I shall have occasion 
to speak of it again , niy case was particularly haul, 
foi I had a variety of foolish things coinphtated in 
this unhappy match 

First, and which I must confess is very unsuffer- 
able, he was a conceited fool, ioui opiniatre , every- 
thing he said was light, was best, and was to the 
purpose, whoever was in company, and whatever 
was advanced by others, though with the greatest 
modesty imaginable And yet, when he tame to 
defend what he had said b\ argument and leoson, he 
would do it so weakly, so emptily, and so nothing 
to the pill pose, that it was enough to make anybody 
that heard him sick and ashamed of him 
[ 6 ] 
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Secondly, he was positive and obstinate, and the 
most positive in the most simple and inconsistent 
things, such as were intolerable to bear. 

These two articles, if there had been no more, 
qualified him to be a most unbeatable creature for a 
husband , and so it may be supposed at first sight 
what a kind of life I led with him Howevei, I did 
as well as I could, and held my tongue, which was 
the only victoi y I gamed over him , for when he 
would talk aftci his own empty rattling wav with 
me, and I would not nnswet, or enter into discouise 
with him on the point he was upon, he would use 
up in the greatest passion imaginable, and go 
away, which was the cheapest way I had to be 
delueied 

I could enlarge here much upon the method I took 
to make my life passable and easy with the most in- 
coriigible tcnipci ui the world , but it is too long, 
and the articles too tiifling I shall mention some 
of them as the ciicmnstances I am to relate shall 
necessaiily bung them in 

Aftei I had been mai i led about four years, my own 
father died, my mother having been dead befoie 
lie liked my match so ill, and saw so little loom to 
be satisfied witli the conduct of my husband, that 
though he left me five thousand livres, and more, at 
his death, yet he left it in the hands of my elder 
brother, who, lunnmg on too rashly in his adven- 

[ 7 ] 
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tures «LS a merchant, failed, and lost not only what 
he had, but what he had foi me too, as you shall 
hear presently 

Thus I lost the last gift of my father 's bounty by 
having a husband not fit to be trusted with it 
there’s one of the benefits of inair\ing a fool 

Within two yeais after my own father’s death niy 
husband’s father also died, and, as I thought, left 
him a consi^lerable addition to Ills estate, the whole 
trade of the brewhouse, whuh was a very good one, 
being now hu own 

But this addition to his stoik was his rum, foi he 
had no genius to business, he had no knowledge of 
his accounts, he bustled a little about it, indeed, at 
first, and put on a face of business, but lie soon grew 
slack, it was below him to iiis|ie( t Ills books, he 
committed all that to his cleiks and book-keepers, 
and while he found money in lasli to pay the malt- 
man and the excise, and put some in Ins pocket, he 
was perfectly easy and indolent, let the mam chance 
go how it would 

I foresaw the consequeiiee of this, and attempted 
several times to persuade him to apply himself to his 
business , I put him in mind how his customers com- 
plained of the neglect of his sei cants on one hand, 
and how abundance broke in his debt, on the other 
hand, foi want of the clerk’s care to secuie him, and 
the like , but he thrust me by, either with haid 

[8J 
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words, 01 fraudulently, with representing the cases 
otherwise than they wete 

Howevei, to cut shoit a dull story, which ought 
not to be long, he began to find his trade sunk, his 
stock declined, and that, in short, he could not cairy 
on his business, and once or twice his brewing uten- 
sils w'eie extended for the excise , and, the last time, 
he was put to gieat extremities to deal them 

This alnimed him, and he resolved to lay down 
Ills trade , which, indeed, I was not soiiy for . foie- 
seeing that if he did not lay it down in time, he 
would be forced to do it .mother way, namely, as a 
bankiupt Also I was willing he should diaw out 
while he had something left, lest I should come to be 
stiipped nt home, and be turned out of doors with 
niy children , for I had now five childien hy him, the 
only woik (jieihaps) that fools .lie good for 

I thought mjself happj when he got anotfier man 
to take his biewhouse clear off his hands , for, pay- 
ing down a large sum of money, mv husband found 
himself .1 clear man, .ill his debts paid, and with 
between two and tliic'e thons.ind pounds m his 
pocket , and being now obliged to lemove fi’om the 

brewhouse, we took a house at , a \illage about 

two miles out of town , and happ) I thought myself, 
all things consideiecl, that I was got off clear, upon 
so good teims, and had my handsome fellow had 
but one capful of wit, I had been still well enough 

[ 9 ] 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 

I proposed to him either to buy some place with 
the money, or with part of it, and ofFeied to join my 
part to it, which was then in being, and might have 
been secured , so we might have lived toleiably at 
least during his life But as it is the part of a fool 
to be void of counsel, so he neglected it, lived on as 
he did befoie, kept his horses and men, iid every day 
out to the foiest a-hunting, and nothing was done 
all this while , but the money decreased apace, and 
I thought I saw my luin hastening on without any 
possible way to pi event it 

I was not wanting with all that pei suasions and 
entreaties could perform, but it was all fiuitless , le- 
presenting to him how fast our money wasted, and 
what would be our condition when it was gone, made 
no iinpiession on him , but like one stupid, he went 
on, not valuing all that teais end l.iiucnt.itions could 
be supposed to do , noi did lie abate his figure or 
ecjuipage, his horses oi sei Mints, even to the last, till 
he had -not a hundred pounds left in the whole 
world 

It was not above tliice years that all the ready 
money was thus spending off, vet he spent it, as I 
may say, foolishly too, foi he kept no valuable com- 
pany iieithei, but generally, with huntsmen and 
horse-coursers, and men meaner than himself, which 
IS another consequence of a man’s being a fool , such 
(»Ti neyer take delight in men inoie wise and capable 
[ 10 ] 
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than themselves, and that makes them converse with 
scoundrels, drink belch with poiters, and keep com- 
pany always below themselves 

This was my wi etched condition, when one morn- 
ing my husband told me he was sensible he was come 
to a miserable condition, and he would go and seek 
his fortune soinewbeie or othei He had said some- 
thing to that purpose several tunes before that, upon 
mv piessing him to consider his iircumstances, and 
the tiicuinstances of his family, befoio it should be 
too late , but as I found he had no meaning in any- 
tlung of that kind, as, indeed, he had not much in 
anything he evei said, so I thought they were but 
woids of couise now When he had said he would 
be gone, I used to wish sctictly, and even say in my 
thoughts, I VMsh you would, for if you go on thus 
you will starve us all 

He staved, howevei, at home all that day, and lay 
at home that night , e.uly the next moiiiiiig he gets 
out of bed, goes to a window which looked out 
towards the stable, and sounds Ins Fieiich horn, as 
he called it, which was his usual signal to call his men 
to go out a-hunting 

It was about the lattei end of August, and so was 
light vet at hvc o'clotk, and it was about that time 
that I heard him and his two men go out and shut 
the yaid gates aftci them He said nothing to me 
more than as usual when he used to go out upon his 
[ 11 ] 
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sport, neithei did I nse, oi s.iy anything to him 
that was material, but went to sleep again after he 
was gone, foi twu hotiis or thereabouts 

It must bs a little sui prising to the reader to tell 
him at once, that aftei this I never saw my husband 
more, but, to go faithci, I not only never Saw him 
nioie, but I never heard from him, or of him, neither 
of any or either of his two servants, or of the hor>es, 
either what became of them, wheie oi which wav 
thei| went, or what they did or intended to do, no 
iiioie than if the ground had opened and swallowed 
them all up, and noliody had known it, except as 
hcieafter 

I was not, for the first night or two, at all sur- 
prised, no, nor veiy much the first week oi two, 
believing that if anything evil had befallen them, I 
should soon enough have heaid of that , and also 
knowing, that as he had two servants and thiee 
horses with him, it W'ould be the strangest thing in 
the world that anything could befall them all but 
that I must some time or other hear of them 

But you will easily allow, that as time ran on, a 
week, two weeks, a month, two months, and so on, I 
was dieadfully flighted .at last, and the more when 
I looked into m\ own riKumstnnces, and consideied 
the condition in which I w.is left with five ehildicii, 
and not one farthing subsistence foi them, othei than , 
about seventy pounds in money, and what few things 
[ 12 ] 
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af value I had about me, which, though Lonsiderable 
HI themselves, weie jet nothing to feed a family, and 
for a length of tune too ' 

What to do I knew not, nor to whom to have re- 
couise to keep in the house wheie I was, I could 
not, the'ient lieing too gieat, and to leave it with- 
out his orders, if inv husband should leturn, I could 
not think of that iieithei , so that I continued ex- 
tremely perplexed, nielancholv, and discouiaged to 
the last degiee 

t renianied in this dejected condition near a twelve- 
month M\ husband had two sistcis, who were 
mai lied, and hied leu well, and some othei nearrela- 
tions that I knew of, and I hoped would do something 
for me , and I ficijuenth sent to these, to know if they 
could gue me any accoimt of my vagrant iieatuie 
But thev all declaied to me in answei, that they 
knew nothing about him , and, aftei fre(]ueiit send- 
ing, began to think me troublesome, and to let me 
know they thought so too, bv then treating my maid 
with very slight and unliandsonie letums to her 
incjUirles 

This giated haul, and added to my affliction , but 
I had no recouise hut to my tears, foi I had not a 
fnend of my own left me in the woild I should 
have ohsei veil that it was about half a ycai befoie 
I this elopemeni of my husband that the disastei I 
mentioned above befell my bi othei, who broke, and 
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that in such bad circumstances, that I had the mor- 
tification to hear, not only that he was in prison, but 
•that there would be little or nothing to be had by 
way of composition 

Misfortunes seldom come alone tins was the fore- 
runner of my husband’s flight , and as my expecta- 
tions weie cut off on that side, my husband gone, 
and my family of childien on my hands, and nothing 
to subsist them, my condition was the most deplor- 
able that words can express 

I had some plate and some jewels, as might be 
supposed, my fortune and forinei tin umstaiices con- 
sidered , and my husband, who had never stayed to 
be distressed, had not been put to the necessity of 
nfling me, as husbands usually do in sudi cases But 
as I had seen an end of all the leady money during 
the long time I had lived in a state of expectation for 
my husband, so I began to make away one thing after 
another, till those few things of value which I had 
began to lessen apace, and I saw nothing but misery 
and the utmost distress before me, even to have my 
children starve before my face I leave any one that 
IS a mother of children, and his hied in plenty and 
in good fashion, to consider and reflect what must be 
my condition As to iny husband, I had now no 
hope 01 expectation of seeing him any more , and 
indeed, if I had, he was a man of all the men in the . 
world the least able to help me, or to have turned 
[ 14 ] 
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his hand to the gaming one shilling towards lessen- 
ing our distress , he neither had thg capacity oi the 
inclination , he could have been no clerk, for he 
scaice wrote a legible hand , he was so far from be- 
ing able to write sense, that he could not make sense 
of what otheis wrote, he was so far from under- 
standing good English, that he could not spell good 
English , to lie out of all business was his delight, 
and he would stand leaning against a post for half- 
an-houi togethei, with a pipe in his mouth, with all 
the tranquillity in the world, smoking, like Drjden’s 
countryman, that whistled as he went for want of 
thought, and this eien when his family was, as it 
were, starving, that little he had wasting, and that 
we weie all bleeding to death, he not knowing, and 
as little considering, where to get another shilling 
when the last was spent 

This being his temper, and the extent of his 
capacity, I confess I did not see so much loss in his 
parting with me as at first I thought I did, though 
it was hard and riuel to the last degree in him, not 
giving me the lea>t notice of his design, and indeed, 
that which I was most astonished at was, that seeing 
he must ceitaiiily have intended this exclusion some 
few moments at least before he put it in practice, 
yet he did not come and take what little stock of 
money we had left, or at least a share of it, to bear 
his expense for a little while , but he did not , and 
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I am morally certain he had not live guineas with 
him in the uoil^ when he went awav All that I 
tould come to the knowledge of about him was, that 
he left his hunting-horn, which he called the French 
hoin, in the stable, and his hunting-saddle, went 
away in a handsome furniture, ns they call it, wljich 
he used sometimes to travel with having an em- 
broidered housing, a case of pistols, and othei things 
belonging to them , and one of Ins scivants had 
another saddle with pistols, tiiough plain, and the 
olbei a long gun , so that tlicv did not go out as 
sportsmen, but lathci ns tiavellers, what part of the 
woild they went to I nevci heaid foi main years 
As I have said, I sent to his lelafions, but they 
sent me short and suilv answeis noi did any one 
of them ofl'er to come to see me, oi to see the chil- 
dren, or so much as to ui(|niie aftei them, well per- 
ceiving that I was 111 a condition that was likely to 
be soon tioublesome to them Rut it was no time 
now to dally with them oi with the world I left off 
sending to them, and went iii’ self aiiiong them, laid 
my ciicumstaiices open to them, told them inv whole 
case, and the condition I was leduced to, begged 
they would advise me what couise to take, laid my- 
self as low as they could desire, and eiiticated them 
to consider that I was not in a condition to help 
myself, and that without some nssislaiicc we must 
all ineyitably perish I told them that if I had bad 
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but one child, oi t»o childien, I would have done 
ciideavoui to have woiked for them with my 
needle, and should only have come to them to beg 
them to help me to some work, that I might get 
our biead bv iny lalxiur, hut to think of one single 
woman, not hied to work, and at a loss where to get 
employment, to get the bread of five children, that 
was not possible — some of my (hildreii being young 
too, and none of them big enough to help one 
aiiothei 

It was all one , I received not one farthing of 
assistance from anvhody, was hardly asked to sit 
down at the two sisteis’ houses, noi offered to eat 
OI dunk at two inoie iieai lelations' The fifth, 
an ancient gentlewoman, auiit-in-law to my husband, 
a widow, and the least able also of aiiv of the rest, 
did, indeed, ask me to sit down, gave me a dinnei, 
and refreshed me with a kiiidei treatment than any 
of the lest, but added the melancholy pait, viz , 
that she would have helped me, but that, indeed, 
she was not able, whuh, howevei, I was satisfied w'as 
veiy true 

Heie I relieved myself with the constant assistant 
of the afflicted, I mean teais , for, relating to her 
how I was leceived bv the othei of my husband’s 
relations, it made me burst into tears, and I cried 
vehemently foi a great while together, till I made 
the good old gentlewoman cry too several times 
VoL I — 2 C J 
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However, I tame home from them all without an^ 
relief, and went on at home till I was reduced to such 
inexpressible distiess that is not to be destnbed I 
had been seieial times after this at the old aunt’s, 
for I prevailed with her to pioiiiise me to go and 
talk with the other lelations, at least, that, if pos- 
sible, she could bring some of them fo take off the 
children, jii tci contribute something towards then 
maintenance And, to do hei justice, she did use 
her cndeavoui with them , but all was to no purpose, 
they would do nothing, at least that way I think, 
with much entreaty, she obtained, by a kind of col- 
lection among them all, about eleven oi iwehe shil- 
lings in money, which, though it was a present 
comfort, was yet not to be named as capable to 
deliver me from any puit of the load that lay 
upon me 

There was a poor woman that had been a kind of 
a dependent upon our family, and whom I had 
often, among the rest of the relations, been very 
kind to, my maid put it into my head one moining 
to send to this poor woman, and to see v hether 
she might not be able to help in this dieadful 
case 

I must lemember it here, to the praise of this 
poor girl, my maid, that though I was not able to 
give her any wages, and had told her so — nay, I was 
not able to pay her the wages that I was in an ears 
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to her — yet she would not leave me , nay, and as 
long as she had any money, when I had none, she 
would help me out of her own, for which, though I 
acknowledged her kindness and fidelity, yet it was 
but a bad com that she was paid in at last, os will 
appear in its place 

Amy (for that was her name) put it into my 
thoughts to send for this poor woman to. come to 
me , for I was now in gieat distress, and I resolved 
to do so Hut |Ust the eery moiningthat I intended 
it, the old aunt, with tTie pool woman in hei com- 
pany, came to see me , the good old gentlewoman 
was, it*seems, heaitily concerned for me, and had 
been talking agllin among those people, to see what 
she could do foi me, but to \civ little purpose 

You shall judge a little of inv present distress by 
the postuie she found me in I h.ul fue little chil- 
dien, the eldest was unde i ten \e<us old, and I had 
not one shilling in the house to buv them cictuals, 
but h.ul sent Amy out with a siUei spoon to sell it, 
and bung home something fioni the butcher's , and 
I was in a pailoui, sitting on the ground, with a 
great heap of old lags, linen, and other things about 
me, looking them user, to see if I had anything 
■ among them that would sell or pawn foi a little 
money, and had been crying ready to burst myself, 
to think what I should do next 

At this juncture they knocked at the door I 
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thought it had been Ainv, so I did not rise up , but 
one of the diildieii opened the dooi, and they came 
directly into the room wlieic I «as, and nheie they 
found me in tliat postuic, and ciying vehemently as 
above I vvas suiprisedat then toniing, you may be 
sure, espevinlly seeing the pel son I had but just 
before lesolved to send foi , but when they saw me, 
how I looked, foi iiiy eves vveie swelled with irying, 
and what a condition 1 was in as to the house, and 
the heaps of things that vveie about me, and es- 
pecially when I told them what I was doing, and on 
what occasion, they sat down, like dob’s th^e coni- 
forteis, and sAid not one woid to me foi^ great 
while, but both of them cued as fast and as heartily 
as 'I did 

The truth was, there «ns no need of much dis- 
course in the case, the thing spoke itself , they saw 
me in rags and diit, who was but a little befoie 
lading in triy coach, thin, and looking almost like 
one staived, who vvas befoie fat and beautiful The 
house, that was betoie handamielv fui lushed with 
pictures and oinanicnts, cabinets, pici -glasses, and 
eveiything suitable, was now stiipjied and naked, 
most of the goods having been seued by the land- 
loid for lent, oi sold to buy necessaries, in a word,' 
all was misery and distress, the face of ruin was 
everywhere to be seen , we had eaten up almost 
everything, and little lemnincd, unless, like one of 
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the pi&ful women of Jerusalem, I should eat up my 
veiy childien themselves 

Aftei these two good creatures had sat, as I saj, 
in silence some tune, and had then looked about 
them, my maid Amy (ame in, and hi ought with hei 
a small breast of mutton and two gieat bunches of 
turnips, which she intended to stew foi our dmnei 
As for me, my heait was so ovei whelmed at seeing 
these two friends — foi sntli they were, though pool 
■ — and at then seeing me in such a condition, that 
I fell into another violent fit of civ mg, so that, in 
shoit, I could not speak to them again for a gieat 
whde 4ligei 

Duiing iiiv being in such an agony, they went to 
my maid Ann at anothei pait of the same loom and 
talked with hei Ann told them all my circum- 
itances, and set them forth in such moving terms, 
and so to the hie, that I could not upon any terms 
have done it like hei myself, and, in a word, affected 
them both with it m such a manner, that the old 
aunt came to me, and though baldly able to speak 
for teais, ‘‘ Look ve, cousiii," said she, in a few words, 
“things must not stand thus, some course must be 
taken, and that forthwith, piav, where weie these 
children boiii^’ I told hci the painh wheie we 
lived before, that foui of them weie born there, and 
one in the house wheie I now was, vvheie the land- 
loid, aftei having seized my goods for the lent past, 
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not then knowing my circumstances, had noi? given 
me leave to li\e for a wliole year moie without ani 
lent, being moved with compassion , but that this 
yeai was how almost expired 

Upon hearing this account, they came to this 
resolution, that the children should be all carried by 
them to the door of one of the relations mentioned 
above, and be set down theie by the maid Amy, and 
that I, the mother, should lemove for some da\s, 
shut up the doois, and be gone, that the people 
should be told, that if thev did not think fit to take 
some caie of the children, they might send for the 
chuichwaidens if they thought that betterjjbr that 
thev were hoiii in that parish, and thcie they must 
be provided foi , as for the othei child, which was 

bom in the pailsh of , that was already taken 

caie of by the paiish othceis theie, foi indeed they 
were so sensible of the distress of the family that 
they had at first word done what was then part 
to do 

This was what these good woii'cn proposed, and 
bade me leave the rest to them I was at first sadly 
afflicted at the thoughts of parting with niy childien, 
and especially at that terrible thing, their being 
taken into the parish keeping, and then a hundred 
tenible things came into iny thoughts, via , of paiish 
children being staiwcxl at nuise, of their being 
luined, let grow crooked, lamed, and the like, foi 
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want of being taken care of, and this sunk my ver\ 
heart within me 

But the misery of my own circumstances hardened 
my heart against mj own flesh and blood , and when 
I considered they must inevitably be starved, and I 
too if I continued to keep them about me, I began 
to he reconciled to parting with them all, anyhow 
and anyw'here, that 1 might be freed fiom the 
die.idful necessity of seeing them all peiish, and 
peiishing with them, mvself So I agreed to go 
away out of the house, and leave the management 
of the ^hole mattei to my maid Amy and to 
them , md accoidingly I did so, and the same 
afternoon they cained them all away to one of their 
aunts 

Amy, a resolute girl, knocked at the door, with 
the children all witli her, and bade the eldest, as 
soon as the dooi was open, run in, and the rest after 
her She set them all down at the door before she 
knocked, and when she knocked she stayed till a 
iiiaid-servant came to the door , “ Sweetheart,” said 
slie, “pi ay go in and tell your niistiess here are her 

little cousins come to see her from naming 

tlie town where we lived, at which the maid offered 
to go hack “ Here, child,” says Amy, “take one 
of 'em in your hand, and J’ll bring the test , ” so she 
gives her the least, and the wench goes in mighty 
innocently, with the little one in her hand, upon 
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nhich Aiim tiirn-i the lest in after her, shuts the door 
softH, and maulus off as fast as she lould 

Just in the interval of this, and even while the maid 
and her mistress were, (jiiarrelling (for the mistress 
raved and stolded hei like a mad woman, and had 
oidered her to go and stop the maid Ann, and turn 
all the children out of the doors again . hut she had 
been at the dooi, and Amy was gone, and the wench 
was out of her wits, and the misliess too), I sa\, )ust 
at this junctuie came the pooi old woman, not the 
aunt, but the other of the two that h.id been witli 
me, and knocks at the dooi the aunt did not go, 
because she had pietended to advoiate foi me, and 
the^ would have suspected hci of some conti nance, 
but as for the otliei woman, then did not so much 
as know that she had kept up an\ coiiespondence 
with me 

Amy and she had eoiiceited this between them, 
and it was well enough contrived that the} did so 
When she came into the house, the iiiistiess was fum- 
ing, and raging like one disti acted, and called the maul 
all the foolish jades and shits that slie could think 
of, and that she would take the children and turn 
them all out into thc>stic»ts The good poor woman, 
seeing her in such a jiassion, tin nod about as if she 
W'ould be gone again, and said, “ 'M.id.iiii I ’ll come 
again another time, I sc*e vou u* engaged” ‘'No. 
no, Mrs ,” says the inistiess, “ 1 am not much 
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engaged, sit down, tins senseless ereature heie has 
bi ought in rny fool of a biother’s whole house of chil- 
dien upon me, and tells me that a wench brought 
.them to the dooi and thrust them in, and hade her 
tarry them to me , hut it shall be no disturbance to 
me, for I have ordered them to be set in the street 
without the door, and so let the chin ch-war dens take 
tiiie of them, oi else make this dull jade cany 'em 

back to again, and let her that brought them 

into the world look after them if she will . what 
docs she send her brah to me foi 

“ The last indeed had been the best of the two,” says 
the pool woman, “if it liad been to be done, and 
that bungs me to tell sou my eiiand, and the occa- 
sion of niv coming, foi I came on puipose about this 
very business, and to base pievented this being put 
upon you if I could, but I see I am come too late ” 

“How do you mean too late says the mistress 
“AVhat' h.iie you been conceined in this affaii, 
then'' Wliat ' have sou helped bring this family 
slui upon us ” “I hope you do not think such a 
thing of me, madam,” says the pool woman, “but 

I went this morning to , to see my old mistiess 

and benetactoi, foi she had been, very kind to 
me, and when I came to the dooi I found all fast 
loc ked and bolted, and the house looking as if no- 
body was at home 

“ I knocked at the dooi, but nobody came, till at 
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last some of the neighbours’ seivants called to me 
and said, ‘There’s nobody lives there, mistress, 
what do jou knock foi'*’ I seemed suipnsed at 
that ‘What, nobody lives there'’ said I, ‘what 

d’ ye mean ? Does not Mrs liv e there ^ ’ The 

answei was, ‘ No, she is gone,’ at which I parleyed 
with one of them, and asked her what was the 
inattei ‘Matter’’ sajs she, ‘why, it is matter 
'enough the poor gentlewoman has lived there all 
alone, and without anvthing to subsist hei a long 
time, and this morning the landlord turned liet out 
of doors ’ 

“‘Out of doois’’ says I, ‘what' with all her 
children^ Poor lambs, what is become of them''’ 
‘Why, truly, nothing woise,’ said they, ‘can come 
to them than staving here, for thej were almost 
starved with hungei , so the neighbouis, seeing the 
poor lady in such distress, for she stood crving and 
wringing her hands ovei her children like one dis- 
tracted, sent for the churchwaidens to take caie of 
the children , and they, when they came, took the 
youngest, which was boin in this parish, and have 
got it a veiy good nurse, and taken care of it, but 
as for the other foui, they had sent them away to 
some of their father’s relations, and who were veiy 
substantial people, and who, besides that, lived in 
the pansh where they were born ’ 

“ I was not so surprised at this as not presently to 
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foresee that this tiouble would be brought upon jou 

or upon Ml , so I came immediately to bring 

word of it, that \ou might be prepared for it, and 
might not be suipiised, but I see they have been 
too nimble for me, so that I know not what to ad- 
vise The pool woman, it seems, is turned out of 
doors into the street , and another of the neighbours 
theie told me, that when they took her children fiom 
her she swooned away, and when they recovered her 
out of th.it, she ran distracted, and is put into a 
madhouse by the parish, for there is nobody else to 
take anv tare of hei ” 

Thi s was all acted to the Ide by this good, kind, 
poor ticature . for though her design was perfectly 
good and charitable, yet theie was not one word of 
it true in fact , foi I was not turned out of doors by 
the landlord, noi gone distiattcd It was true, in- 
deed, that at paiting with my poor children 1 fainted, 
and was like one mad when I came to myself and 
found they were gone, but I icinained in the house 
a good while aftei that, as you shall heai 

While the poor yvoman was telling this dismal 
story, in came the gentlewoman’s husband, and 
though her heart was hardened against all pity, who 
was really and nearly related to the cliildien, foi they 
were the children of hei own brother, yet the good 
man was quite softened with the dismal relation of 
the circumstances of the family , and when the pool 
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woman had done, he said to Ins wife, “ This is a dis- 
mal case, my dear, indeed, and something must be 
done” His wife fell a-iaving at him “What,” 
says she, “do you want to have four thildieii to 
ket'p '' Have we not children of our own Would 
j’ou have these biats tome and eat up iiiv children’s 
bread? No, no, let ’em go to the paiish, and let 
them take care of them , I ’ll take caie of my 
own ” 

“Come, come, my deai,” says the husband, 
“chanty is a duty to the poor, and he that gives 
to the poor lends to the Loid . let iis lend oni 
heavenly Fathei a little of our childien’s biead, as 
you call it , it will bo a stole well laid up loi them, 
and will be the best st“cuiitv that oui childien shall 
nevei come to want chaiitv, oi be tinned out of 
doors, as these poor iiiiiotent cicatuies aie ” “ Don’t 

tell me of sccuiitv,” savs the wife, “’tis a good 
security for our ('hildieii to keep what we have to- 
gethei, and piovide foi them, and then ’t is time 
enough to help keep othei folks' clnldien Chanty 
begins at home ” 

“ Well, my dear,*’ says he again, “ I only talk of 
putting out a little money to infeiest oiir Makei is 
a good boriowei , iievei feai making .i bid debt 
thei e, child, I ’ll be bound foi it ” 

“Don’t baiitei me with voui ibaiitv and yoni 
allegoiies,” says the wife angiilv “ I tell you they 
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are mv relations, not \ours, and they shall not roost 
heie , they shall go to the parish " 

“All your lelations aie my lelations now,” says 
the good gentleiiian seiy ealiiily, “ and I won't see 
your lelations in distress, and not pity them, any 
more than I would toy own , indeed, my dear, they 
shan’t go i.o the paiish I assuie you, none of inv 
wifes relations shall eonie to the parish, if I can 
help it ” 

“What' will you take foui children to keep?” 
says the wife 

“ No, no, my dear,” says he, “there 's your sister 

, I '11 go and talk with her , and your uncle , 

I '11 send tor liiiii, and the rest I '11 warrant you, 
when we aie all togcthei, we will find ways and 
means to keep foui pool little treaUiies from beggaiy 
and starving, oi else it would be very hard, we are 
none of us iii so bad ciicunistances but we are able 
to spaic n mite foi tlie fatheiless Don’t shut up 
youi bowels o( compassion against youi own flesh 
and blood Could you heai these poor innocent 
cliildien cry at youi dooi foi hungei, and give them 
no biead r ” 

“I’lithee, what nec‘d they (iv at oui door''” says 
she “’Tis the business of the palish to provide for 
them , they slian’t ciy at oiii clooi If they do, I’ll 
give them nothing ” “ Won’t you ? ” says he, “but 

I will Remember that dieadful bcripture is diiectly 
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agninst us Prov xxi 13, ‘ Whoso stoppeth his ears 
at the cry of the pool, he also shall cry himself, but 
shall not be heard ’ ” 

“ Well, well," says she, “you must do what you 
will, because you pretend to be master , but if 
I had my will I would send them where they ought 
to be sent I would send them from whence they 
came " 

Then the poor woman put in, and said, “ But, 
madam, that is sending them to starve indeed, for 
tlie parish has no obligation to take care of ’em, and 
so they will be and perish in the stieet ’ 

“ Or be sent back again,” sa>s the husband, “ to 
oui parish in a cripple-cart, b} the )ustu e’s warrant, 
and so expose us and all the lelations to the last 
degree among our neighlxiuis, and among those who 
know the good old gentleman their grandfather, who 
lived and flouiished in this parish so many years, and 
was so well beloved among all people, and deserved 
it so well ’’ 

“ I don’t value that one farthing, not I,” says the 
wife , “ I ’ll keep none of them " 

“Well, my deal,” says her husband, “ but I value 
it, for I won’t have such a blot he upon the familv, 
and upon your childien , he vvas a worthy, ancient, 
and good man, and his name Is respected among all 
his neighbours , it will be a reproach to you, that 
are his daughter, and to oui children, that are his 
[SO] 
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grandchildren, that we should let jour brother's 
childreq perish, or come to be a chaige to the public, 
III the vei v place wheie joui fariiilj' once flounshed 
Come, say no more , I « ill see what can be done ” 

Lpon this he sends and gathers all the relations 
together at a tavein haid b\, and sent for the four 
little children, that tliev might see them , and they 
all, at first woid, agieed to hace them taken care of, 
and, because his wife was so furious that she would 
not suffer one of them to lie kept at home, they 
agreed to keep them all together foi a while , so 
they coiiiuiittcd them to the poor woman that had 
managed the aftan foi them, and enteied into obliga- 
tions to one anothei to supply the needful sums foi 
their maintenance , and, not to ha\e one separated 
from the lest, they sent foi the youngest from the 
parish whcie it was taken in, and had them all 
bioUght up together 

It H ould take up too long a part of this stoiy to 
give a paiticulnr account with what a charitable 
tendeiness this good peisoii, who was but an uncle- 
in-law to them, managed that affair , how careful 
he was of them , went constantly to see them, and to 
sec that they weie well piovided for, clothed, put to 
school, and, at last, put out in the world for their 
advantage, but it is enough to say he acted moie 
like a fathci to them than an uncle-in-law, though 
all along much against his wife’s consent, who was 
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of a disposition not so tender and compassionate as 
her husband 

You may believe I heaid this with the same plea- 
sure which I now feel at the relating it again , for I 
was ternbly affiighted at the appiehensions of ni_v 
children being brought to misery and distiess, as 
those must be whp have no fiieiid', but aie left to 
parish benevolence 

I was now, howevei, entering on a new scene ot 
life I had a great house upon my hands, and some 
furniture left in it , but I was no more able to main- 
tain myself and my maid Amy in it than I was ni\ 
five children , nor had I anything to subsist with but 
what I might get bv working, and that was not a 
town where inuih work was to lie had 

My landloid had been veiv kind indeed after he 
came to know iny circumstances , though, before he 
was acquainted with that part, he had gone so far 
as to seize my goods, and to cairy some of them 
off too 

But I had lived three-quai <’ers of a year in his 
house after that, and had paid him no rent, and, 
which was worse, I w'as in no condition to pay him 
nn) Howevei, I observed he came oftener to see 
me, looked kinder upon me, and spoke moie fiiendly 
to me, than he used to do, particularly the last two 
or three times he had been there He observed, he 
said, how poorly I lived, how low I was reduced, and 
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the like, told me it gne\ed him foi my sake, and 
Ihe last time of all he was kinder still, told me he 
rame to dine with me, and that I should give him 
leave to treat me , so he called my maid Amy, and 
sent hei out to buy a joint of meat , he told her 
what she should buy, but naming two qr three 
things, either of wliuh she might take, the maid, a 
(unniiig wench, and faithful to me as the skin to my 
back, did not buy anv thing outiight, but bi ought 
the butcher along with hei with both the things 
that she liacl chosen, foi him to please himself The 
one was a laige, very' good leg of veal , the other a 
piece ot the fore-ribs of loastiiig beef He looked 
at them, but made me chaffer w'lth the butcher for 
liim, and I did so, and came back to him and told 
him what the butcher had demanded for eithei of 
them, and what each of them came to So he pulls 
out eleven shillings and threepence, which they came 
to togethei, and bade me take them both , the rest, 
he said, would seive anothei tune 

I was suipiised, you may be suie, at the bounty 
of a man that had but a little while ago been my 
tenor, and had toin the goods out of my house like 
a fur\ , but I considered that rnv distresses had 
mollified his tempei, .end that he had afterwards 
been so compassionate as to give me leave to live 
rent free in the house a whole year 

But now he put on the face, not of a man of 
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compassion only, but of a man of friendship and 
kindness, and this was so unexpected that it was 
surprising Wc chatted together, and were, as I 
may tall it, cheeiful, which was inoie than I could 
say I had been for three years before He sent for 
wine and beer too, for I had none , pool Amj and 
I had drank nothing but watei for many weeks, and 
indeed I have often wondeied at the faithful temper of 
the pool girl, for which I but ill requited hci at last 

When Amy was come with the wine, he made her 
fill a glass to him, and with the glass in his hand 
he came to me and kissed me, which I was, I con- 
fess, a little surprised at, but moie at whnt followed . 
foi he told me, that as the sad condition whuh I was 
leduced to had made him pity me, so my londiut 
in it, and the couiage I boie it with, had gnen him 
a more than oidinary respect for me, and made him 
very thoughtful for my good , that he was resolved 
for the pieseht to do something to leliese me, and 
to employ his thoughts in the meantime, to see it 
he could for the future put me into a way to suppoit 
myself 

While he found me change colour, and look sni- 
prised at his discourse, for so I did, to be suie, lie 
turns to my maid Amy, and looking at her, he says 
to me, “ I say all this, madam, before y our maid, 
because both she and you shall know that I base no 
ill design, and that I have, in mere kindness, resolved 
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to do '.oinetliiiig foi you if I can , ahd as I have been 
11 witness of the uneoninion honesty and fidelity of 
Mrs Amy here to yon in all your distresses, I know 
she may be ti listed uith so honest a design as mine 
IS , for I assuie you, I beai a proportioned regard to 
your maid too, foi hei affection to yon ” 

Amy made him a initsey, and the pool girl looked 
so confounded with jo\ that she tould not speak, but 
her colour lame and went, and e\eiy now and then 
she blushed as led as siailet, and the next minute 
looked as pale as death Well, hating said this, he 
sat down, made me sit down, and then drank to me, 
and made me drink two glasses of wine togethei , 
“Foi,” says he, “you have need of it.” and so 
indeed I had When he had done so, “ Come, 
Amy,” says he, “with toui nnsti ess's leave, you 
shall have a glass loo” So he made liei dunk two 
glasses also , and then rising up, “ And now, Amy,” 
says he, “go and get dmnei , .ind you, madam,” says 
he to me, “go up and dross you, and come down 
and smile and he meiiy,” adding, “I'll make you 
easy if I can , ” and iii the meantime, he said, he 
would walk in the garden 

When he was gone, Amy changed her eouiitenance 
indeed, and looked as iiieiiv as ever she did m her 
life “Deal inadani,” says she, “what does this 
gentleman mean “Nay, Amy, "said I, “he means 

to do us good, you see, don’t he ^ I know no othei 
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meaning he (iin have, foi he tan get nothing by me ” 
“ I waiiant \ou, madam,” says she, “ he’ll ask you a 
favour by-aiid-by ” “ No, no. you are mistaken, 

Amv, I (hue sav,” said I , “you have heaid what 
he said, did n’t you “ Ay,” says Amy, “ it’s no 
matter for that, you shall see what he will do after 
dinner” “Well, well, Amy,” says I, “you have 
hard thoughts of him I cannot be of v’oui opinion 
I don’t see anything in him yet that looks like it” 
“As to that, madam,” sa\s Amy, “I don’t see any- 
thing of it yet neithei , but what should move a 
gentleman to take pity of us as he does “Nay,’’ 
says I, “ that ’s a hard thing too, that we should 
judge a man to be wicked because he’s charitable, 
and vicious because he ’s kind ” “ Oh, madam,” say s 

Amv, “there’s abundance of chanty begins in that 
vice , and he is not so uiiaccjuainted w ith things as 
not to know that poverty is the stiongest incentive 
— a temptation against which no viitue is powerful 
enough to stand out He knows youi condition as 
well as you do ” “ Well, and what then ” “ Why, 

then, he knows too that you are young and hand- 
some, and he has the surest bait m the world to take 
vou with ” 

“Well, Amy,” said I. “but he may find himself 
mistaken too in such a thing as that ” “ Why, 

madam,” says Amv, “ I hope you won’t deny him if 
he should offer it " 


[ 36 ] 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 


“What d’^e mean that, huisy ^’’said I “No, 
I ’d starve hrst ■" 

“ I hope not, madam, I hope you would be vv'isei , 
I’m suie if he will set you up, as he talks of, you 
ought to deny him nothing , and you will starve if 
you do not consent, that 's certain ” 

“What' consent to lie with him foi bread? 
Amv, ’ said I, “how can you talk so'” 

“ Nav, madam,” says Amy, “ I don’t think you 
would for anything else, it would not be lawful for 
anything else, but foi bread, madam , why, nobody 
cun starve, there ’s no bearing that, I ’m sure ” 

“ Ay,” says I, “ but if he would give me an estate 
to live on, he should not lie with me, I assuie you ” 
“Why, look you, madam, if he would but give 
yon enough to live easy upon, he should lie with me 
for it with all my heart ” 

“ That’s a token, Amv, of inimitable kindness to 
me,” said I, “and I kjiow how to value it, but 
tlieie ’s more friendship than honesty in it, Amy ” 
“Oh, madam,” says Amy, “I’d do anything to 
get you out of this sad condition , ns to honesty, I 
think honesty IS out of the question when stalling 
IS the case Aie not we almost staived to death ? ” 

“ I am indeed,” said I, “ and thou ait for my sake , 
but to be a w hore, Amy ' ” and thei e I stopped 
“Deal madam,” savs Amy, “if I will starve for 
your sake, I will be a whoie oi anything foi youi 
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sake, »h}’, I would die for jou if I were put 
to It” 

“ Whj', that’s an excess of affection, Amj,” said I, 
“ I never met with befoie , I wish I may be ever iii 
condition to make you some retuins suitable But, 
however, Amy, vou shall not be a whore to him, to 
oblige him to he kind to me, no, Amy, noi I won't 
be a whine to him, if he would giie me much more 
than he is able to give me oi do for me ” 

“Why, madam,” says Amy, “I don’t say I will go 
and ask him , but I say, if he should piomise to do 
so and so for you, and the condition was such that 
he would not serve vou unless I would let him he 
with me, he should he with me as often as he would, 
rather than vou should not have his assistance 
But this IS but talk, madam , I don't see any need 
of such discourse, and you aie of opinion that there 
will be no need of it ” 

“Indeed so I am, Amy,, but,” said I, “if there 
was, I tell you again, I ’d die before I would consent, 
oi before you sliould consent foi ni> sake” 

Hitherto I had not only presei v ed the vntue itself, 
but the virtuous inclination and icsolution , and bad 
I kept myself theie I had been happv, though I had 
perished of nieie hungei , foi, without question, a 
woman ought lathei to die tliaii to piostitute hei 
vntue and honour, let the leinptation be what it 
will 
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But to return to my story, he walked about the 
garden, which was, indeed, all in disorder, and ovei- 
run with weeds, because I had not been able to hire 
a gardener to do anything to it, no, not so much as 
to dig up giound enough to sow a few turnips and 
cairots for fainilv use After he had viewed it, 
he came in, and sent Amy to fetch a pooi man, a 
gaidenei, that used to help our man-servant, and 
earned him into the gaiden, and oidered him to do 
several things in it, to put it into a little order , and 
this took him up near an hour 

B) this time I had dressed me as well as I could , 
for though I had good linen left still, vet I had but 
a poor head-dress, and no knots, but old fragments . 
no necklace, no earrings , all those things were gone 
long ago foi mere biead 

Howevci, I was tight and clean, and in better 
plight than he had seen me in a gieat while, and he 
looked extieinely pleased to see me so , for, he said, 
I looked so disconsolate and so affluted before, that it 
giieved him to see me , and he bade me pluck up a 
good heait, for he hoped to put me in a condition 
to live in the woild, and be lieholden to nobody 
I told him that was*impossible, for I must be be- 
holden to him foi it, for all the fiiends I had in the 
woild would not or could not do so much for me os 
that he spoke of “ Well, widow ,” says he (so he 
called me, and so indeed I was in the worst sense 
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chftt desolate word could be used iii), “if jou are 
beboldeu to me, }ou shall be beholden to nobody 
else ” 

By this tune diiiiiei was ready, and Amy came in 
to lay the cloth, and indeed it was happy there was 
none to dine but he and I, foi I had but six plates 
left in the house, and but two dishes , howeyer, he 
knew how things weie, and bade me make nosciuple 
about bunging out what I had He hoped to see 
me 111 a bettci plight He did not come, he said, 
to be entertained, but to entertain me, and comfort 
and encouiage me Thus he went on, speaking so 
cheerfully to me, and such cheerful things, that it was 
a cordial to my seiy soul to hear him speak 

Well, we went to dinner I ’in sure 1 had not ate 
a good meal haidly in a twelyemonth, at least not of 
such a joint of meat as the loin of ccal was I ate, 
indeed, veij heartily, and so did he, and he made me 
drink thieeoi four glasses of wine , so that, in short, 
my spirits were lifted up to a degree I had not been 
used to, and I was not only checitiil, but nieiry and 
so he pressed me to be 

I told him I had a gi cat deal of reason to be ineiry, 
seeing he had been so kind to me, and had given me 
hopes of recoveiing me from the woist ciicumstaiices 
that evei woman of any sort of foitune was sunk 
into , that he could not but believe that what lie had 
said to me was like life fioni the dead , that it was 
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Jike recoveiing rjne sick from the brink of the graie , 
hoM I shoiiltl evei make him a return any way suit- 
able was what I had not yet had time to think ot, 
I Lould only sav that I should nevei forget it while 
I had life, and should be always ready to acknowl- 
edge it 

He said that was all he desired of me . that his re- 
waid would be the satisfaction of haiirig lestued me 
fiom misery , that he found he was obliging one that 
knew w hat giatitude meant , that he would make it 
his business to make me completely easy, first or last, 
if it lay III his powei , and in the meantime he bade 
me consider of am thing that I thought he might do 
foi me, foi my advantage, and in order to make me 
perfectly easv 

Aftei we had talked thus, he bade me be eheeifiil 
“ Come,” sa\s he, “ lav aside these melancholy things, 
and let us lie niciiy ” Amy waited at the table, and 
she smiled and laughed, and was so meriy she could 
haidly contain it, far the girl loved me to an excess 
hardly to be desciihed, and it was such an unex- 
pected thing to heai any one talk to her mistiess, that 
the wench was beside heiself almost, and, as soon as 
dinner was over, Amy went iipstans, and put on hei 
best clothes too, and tame down dressed like a gentle- 
woman 

VVe sat togethei talking of a thousand things — 
of what had been, and what was to be — all the rest 
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of the day, and in the evening he took his leave of 
me, with a thousand expressions of kindness and 
tenderness and true affettion to me, but ottered not 
the least of w hat my maid Amy had suggested 
At his going away he took me in his arms, pro- 
tested an honest kindness to me , said a thousand 
kind things to me, which I cannot now recollect , 
and, after kissing me twenty times oi thereabouts, 
put a guinea into mv hand, winch, he said, was for 
my present supply, and told me that he would see 
me again before it was out , also he gave Amy half- 
a-crown 

When he was gone “Well, Amy,” said I, “are 
you conviueod now that he is an honest as well ns a 
true friend, and that theie has been nothing, not 
the least appeniance of anything, ol what you iin- 
agine<l in his liehavioui “Yes,” says Amy, “I 
am, but I admne at it. He is suih a friend as the 
world, sure, has not abundance ot to show ” 

“ I am suie,” says I, “ he is such a fnend as 1 linve 
long wanted, and as I have as .iiuch need of as any 
creature in the woild has or evei had ” And, in 
short, I was so overcome with the comfort of it that 
I sat down and cried foi joy n good w hile, as I had 
foimerly cried for sorrow. Amy and I went to bed 
that night (for Amy lay with me) pretty eaily, but 
lay chatting almost all night about it, and the giil 
was so transported that she got up two or three 
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times in the night and danced about the loom in her 
shift , 111 short, the girl was half distiacteil with the 
)ov of it , a testimony still of hei violent affection 
foi her mistress, in whuh no servant ever went be- 
yond her 

We heard no more of him foi two days, but the 
third day he came again , then he told me, with the 
same kindness, that he had ordered me a supply of 
household goods for the furnishing the house , that, 
in particular, he had sent me back all the goods that 
he had seized foi lent, which consisted, indeed, of the 
best of my foniiei furniture “And now,” says he, 
“I’ll tell you what I have had in my head foi you 
for vour present supply, and that is,” says he, “ that 
the house being well furnished, you shall let it out to 
lodgings foi the summer gentry,” says he, “ by which 
sou will easily get a good coinfoi table subsistence, 
especially seeing sou shall pay me no lent for two 
years, nor after neitUei, unless you can affoid it ” 

This was the hrst view I had of living comfortably 
indeed, and it was a \eij piobabie way, I must con- 
fess, seeing we had veiv good conveniences, six rooms 
on a floor, and three stones high While he was 
laying down the scheme of my management, came a 
cart to the door with a load of goods, and an uphol- 
sterei’s man to put them up They were chiefly the 
fiunituie of two rooms which he had earned away 
foi his two yeais’ rent, with two fine cabinets, and 
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jome piei -glasses out of the parloui, and several 
other valuable things 

These were all restored to their places, and he told 
me he gave them me fieely, as a satisfaction for the 
cruelty he had used me with before, and the furni- 
ture of one loom being hnished and set up, he told 
me he would furnish one chamber for himself, and 
would tome and be one of my lodgers, if 1 would 
give him leave 

I told him he ought not to ask me leave, who had 
so iiiuth right to make himself welcome So the 
house began to look in some tolerable hguie, and 
clean , the garden also, in about a fortnight’s woik, 
began to look something less like a wilderness than 
it used to do, and he oideied me to put up a bill 
for letting rooms, reserving one foi himself, to come 
to as he saw cKcasion 

When all was done to his mind, as to plating the 
goods, he seemed veiy well pleased, and we dined 
togethei again of his own pioviding , and the uphol- 
sterer’s man gone, aftei diniiei he took me by the 
hand “ Come now, madam,” savs he, “ you must 
show me your house” (for he had a iiiind to see 
everything over again) “No, sir,” said I, “but 
I’ll go show you your house, if you please,” so we 
went up thiough all the rooms, and in the room 
which was appointed foi himself Amy was doing 
something “ Well, Amy,” says he, “ I intend to he 
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with you to-monow night “To-mght if you 
please, sir,” says Amy very innocently , “ youi room 
IS quite ready ” “ Well, Amv,” savs he, “ I am glad 

you are so willing ’’ “ No,” says Amy, “ I mean your 
chambei is ready to-night,” and away she run out of 
the room, ashamed enough , for the giil meant no 
harm whatever she had viid to me in private 
However, he said no more then , but when Amy 
was gone he walked about the loom, and looked at 
everything, and taking me by the hand he kissed me, 
aid spoke a great many kind, artectionate things to 
me indeed , as of his measures foi my advantage, and 
what he would do to laise me again in the world, 
told me that my afflictions and the conduct I had 
shown III beaiing them to such an exticmity, had so 
engaged him to me that he valued me inhnitely 
above all the women in the woild, that though he 
was under such engagements that he could not mairy 
me (Ills wife and he had been paitcd for some reasons, 
which make too long a story to inteiiinx with mine), 
yet that he would be everything else that a woman 
could ask in a husband , and with that he kissed me 
again, and took me in his aims, but offeied not the 
least uncivil action to me, and told me he hoped I 
would not deny him all the favours he should ask, 
because he lesohed to ask nothing of me but what 
it was lit foi a woman of virtue and modesty, fo' 
such he knew me to be, to yield 
[45j 
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I confess the terrible pressure of nij foimer misery, 
the memory of which lay heavy upon my mind, and 
the surprising kindness with which he had delivered 
me, and, withal, the expectations of what he might 
still do foi me, weie powerful things, and made me 
have scarce the powei to deny him anything he 
would ask However, I told him thus, with an air 
of tenderness too, that he had done so much for me 
that I thought I ought to deny him nothing, only 
I hoped and depended upon him that he would not 
take the advantage of the infinite obligations I was 
under to him, to desiie anything of me the yielding 
to which would lay me lower in Ins esteem than I 
desired to he , that as I took him to be a man of 
honoui, so I knew he could not like me bettei foi 
doing anything that was below a woman of horiest\ 
and good mamieis to do 

He told me that lie had done all this for me, with- 
out so niucli as telling me what kindness or real affci- 
tion he had for me, that I might not be uiidci aii> 
necessity of yielding to him in uiivthnig foi w.mt of 
biead, and he would no iiiOie oppiess iiiv giatitude 
now than he would my necessity befol'e, nor ask any- 
thing, supposing he would stop his favouis oi with- 
draw his kindness, if he was denied , it w.is true, he 
said, he might tell me moie freely his mind iiow*'than 
before, seeing I had let him see that t .tecepted his 
assistance, and saw tli.it he was siiiceie in his design 
[«.! 
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of serving me , that he had gone thus far to show me 
that he was kind to rnc, but that now' he would tell 
me that he loved me, and \et would denionstiate 
that his love was both honouiable, and that what he 
should desiie was what he might honestly ask and I 
might honestU grant 

I answered that, within those two limitations, I 
was sure I ought to deny him nothing, and I should 
think myself not ungrateful onl>, but very unjust, if 
I should , so he said no moie, but I obseived he 
kissed me more, and took me in his arms in a kind 
of familiar way, more than usual, and which once or 
twice put me in mind of iiiv maid Amy’s woids, 
and yet, I must acknowledge, 1 was so oveicoiiie with 
his goodness to me in those manv kind things lie 
liiid done that -I not onlv was easy at what he did 
and made no lesistance, but was inclined to do the 
like, whatevei he had ofl'ered to do But lie went 
no farther than what I have said, noi did he ('ffc- so 
much as to sit down on the bed-side with me, but 
took his leave, said he loved me tendeily, and would 
convince me of it by such demonstrations as should 
be to my satisfaction I told him I had a great deal 
of leason to believe him, that he was full master of 
the whole house and of me, as fai as was within the 
bounds we had spoken of, which 1 believe he would 
not break, and asked linn if he would not lodge theie 
that night 
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He said he could not well stay that night, business 
requiting him in London, but added, smiling, that he 
would rome the next day and take a night’s lodging 
with me I pressed him to stay that night, and told 
him I should be glad a friend so valuable should be 
under the same loof with me, and indeed I began at 
that time not onl^ to lie much obliged to him, but 
to love him too, and that in a jjinniiei that I had not 
been acquainted with nnself 

Oh ' let no woman slight the temptation that 
being generously delucied fiom trouble is to any 
spirit furnished with giatitude and just principles 
This gentleman had freely and voliintaiilv delivered 
me from miscr\, fioiii poverty, and rags , he had 
made me what I was, and put me into a wav to be 
even inoie than I ever was, nnnich, to live happy 
and pleased, and on his bounty I dejicnjed What 
could I say to this gentleman when he picssed me to 
yield to him, and aigued the lawfulness of it But 
of that in its plate 

I pressed linn again to stay that night, and told 
him it was the hrst coinpletelv happv night that I 
had evei had in the house in my life, and I should 
be verj sony to h.ive it be without bis company, 
who was the cause and foundation of it all , that 
we would be innocently ineirv, but that it could 
nevei be without hiiii , and, in shoi t, I (ouited him 
so, that be said he could not deny me, but he would 
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take his horse and go to London, do the business he 
had to do, v\huh, it seems, was to pay a foreign bill 
that Mas due that night, and would else be protested, 
and that he would tome hath in thiee hours at 
farthest, and sup with me , hut hade me get nothing 
theie, foi suite I was resolved to he ineii}, whioh was 
what he desiied above all things, he would send me 
something from London “ And ue will make it a 
wedding suppei, inj de.ii,” sajs he, and with that 
wind took me in his aims, and kissed me so velie- 
meiitlv that I made no question hut he intended to 
do eveiything else that Am\ had talked of 

I staited a little at the woid wedding “ What do 
e mean, to tall it by such a name sai s I . ailding, 
“ We will have a suppei, hut t’other is impossible, os 
well on }our side as mine ’ lie liugheil “ Well,” 
sa}s he, “you shall tall it what you will, but it may 
be the same thing, foi I shall satisfy you it is not so 
impossible ns you make it” 

“ I don't uiideistand you,” said I “ Have not I 
a husband and vou a wife '' ” 

“ Well, wtll,” sa\s he, “ we will talk of that aftei 
suppei ” so he lose up, gave me another kiss, and 
took Ins hoise foi Loudon 

This kind of disLOUise had filed my blood, I con- 
fess, and I knew not what to think of it It was 
plain now that he intended to ho with me, but how 
he would reconcile it to a legal thing, like a niar- 
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nage, that I could not imagine We had both of us 
used Amy with so inu>.h intiinacVi and tiusted hei 
with everything, having such unexampled instances 
of hei fidelitv, that he made no scruple to kiss me 
and say all these things to me Ixifoie hei , nor had 
he eared one farthing, if I would have let him he 
with me, to have had Amy there too all night 
When he was gone, “Well, Amy,” savs I, “what 
w'lll all this lonie to now? I am all in a sweat at 
linn'" “Come to, madam?” says Amy “I see 
what it will tome to, 1 must put vou to bed to- 
night togethei ” Why, vou would not be so im- 
pudent, you jcule you, says I, “ would you ? ” “ Yes, 
I would,” says she, “with all my heait, and think 
you both os honest as evei you were in your lives ” 

“ What ails the slut to talk so ? ” said I “ Honest ' 
How can it be honest?” “Why, I'll tell you, 
madam,” says Amy, “I sounded it as soon as I 
heard him speak, and it is very true too , he calls 
you widow, and such indeed you aie, for, as mv 
master has left you so many ycais, he is dead, to be 
sure , at least he is dead to \ou , lie is no husband 
You are, and ought to be, fiee to marry who you 
will, and Ills wife being gone from him, and refus- 
ing to he with him, then he is a single man again as 
much as ever, and though you cannot bring the 
laws of the land to join vou togethei, yet, one 
refusing to do the office of a wife, and the other 
[ 50 ] 
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of a husband, you may certainly take one another 
fairly ” 

“ Nay, Amy,” says I, “if I could take him faiily, 
you may be suie I'd take him above all the men 
in the world, it turned the icry heart within me 
v/hen I heaid him say he loved me How could it 
be otherwise, when 3'ou know what a condition I 
was in befoie, despised and tianipled on by all 
the world ? I could have took bun in my arms and 
kissed bun as freely as he did me, if it had not been 
for shame ” 

“ Ay, and all the rest too,” says Amy, “at the 
fiist word I don't see how you uiri think of deny- 
ing him anything Has he not brought you out of 
the devil’s dutihes, bi ought you out of the blackest 
misery that ever poor lady was reduced to ^ Can a 
woman deny such a man anything 

“ Nay, I don’t know what to do, Amy,” says I 
“I hope he won’t desiie anything of that kiiiJ of 
me , I hope he won’t attempt it If he does, I know 
not what to say to him ” 

“ Not ask you • ” says'Ainy “ Depend upon it, he 
will ask you, and you will grant it too I am sure 
Illy mistress is no fool Come, pray, madam, let me 
go an you a clean shift , don’t let him find you in 
foul linen the wedding-night ” 

“ But that I know you to be a very honest girl, 
Amy,” says I, “you would make me abhoi you 
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Why, you argue for the devil, as if you were one of 
his pnvy councillors ” 

It ’s no matter for that, madam, I say nothing 
but what I think You own you love this gentle- 
man, and he has given you sufficient testimony of 
his affection to jou , jour conditions are alike un- 
happy, and he is of opinion that he may take 
another woman, his first wife having bioke her 
honour, and living from him , and that though the 
laws of the land vv ill not allow him to marry foi mallj , 
yet that he may take another woman into his aims, 
provided he keeps tiue to the othei woman as a 
wife , nay, he savs it is usual to do so, and allowed 
bj the custom of the place, in scvcial countiies 
abioad And, I must own, I am of the same mind , 
else it IS in the powci of .i whoie, aflci she has jilted 
and abandoned hci husband, to confine him fiom 
the pleasure as well as convenience of a woman all 
the days of lus life, which would be v'crj unreason- 
able, and, ns tunes go, not toleinble to all people , 
and the like on v'oui side, madam ” 

Had 1 now liad my senses nlxmt me, and had my 
leason not been overcome bv the powerful atti action 
of so kind, so beneficent a friend , had I consulted 
conscience and virtue, I should have repelled this 
Amy, howevei faithful and honest to me m othei 
things, as a vipei and engine of the devil I ought 
to have remeinbeied that neitlier he oi I, either bj 
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the laws of God or man, could come togethei upon 
any other terms than that of notoiious adulteiy 
The Ignorant jade’s argument, that he had brought 
me out of the hands of the deiil, by which she 
meant the devil of poveity and distress, should have 
been a powerful motive to me not to plunge myself 
into the jaws of hell, and into the power of the real 
devil, in revompeiise for that dclneranee I should 
have looked upon all the good this man had done 
for me to have been the paiticiilai woik of the good- 
ness of Heaven, and that goodness should have 
moved me to a letiirn of duty and humble obedi- 
ence I should have leceivcd the nieiiy thankfully, 
and applied it sobeilv, to the praise and hoiioui of 
my Makei , w'hcreas, bv this wuked eouisc, all the 
bounty and kindness of this gentleman became a 
snare to me, was a meie bait to the devil's hook , I 
received bis kindness at the dear expense of Ixidy ’ 
and soul, mortgaging faith, religion, conscience, and 
modesty for (as I may call it) a moi-sel of hi cad, or, if 
you will, mined mv soul fiom a principle of gratitude, 
and gave myself up to the devil, to show mvsclf grate- 
ful to my beiiefactoi I must do the gentleman that 
justice as to say I vciilv believe that he did nothing 
but what he thought was lawful , and I must do that 
justice upon invstlf as to say 1 did what my own 
conscience conviiited me, at the veiy time I did it, 
was horribly unlawful, scandalous, and abominable 
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But poverty was my snare, dreadful poverty' 
The rniserv I had been in was gieat, such as would 
make the heait tremble at the apprehensions of its 
leturn , and 1 might appeal to any that has had 
any experience of the world, whether one so entirel\ 
destitute as I was of all mannei of all helps or friends, 
eithei to support me oi to assist me to suppoit 
myself, could withstand the proposal, not that I 
plead this as a justification of m\ conduct, but that 
it niav move the pity even of those that abhoi the 
cnnie 

Besides this, I was young, handsome, and, with all 
the moitificaticms I had met with, was vain, and that 
not a little , and, as it was a new thing, so it was a 
pleasant thing to lie com ted, raresscd, embraced, and 
high piofessioiis of affection made to me, bv a man 
so agreeable and so able to do me good 

Add to this, that if I had ventured to disoblige 
this" gentleman, I had no friend in the woild to have 
recourse to , I had no prospect — no, not of a hit of 
bread , I had nothing liefoie me but to fall back into 
the same misery that I had lieen in bcfoie 

Amy had but too much ilietoiic in this cause, 
she represented all those things in their pioper 
coloius, she aigued them all with her utmost skill, 
and at last the merry jade, when she came to dress 
me, “ Look ye, madam,” said she, “ if you won’t con- 
sent, tell him you will do as Rachel did to Jacob, 
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when she could ha\ e no children — put her maid to 
bed to him , tell him jou cannot comply with him, 
but theie’s Amy, he may ask her the question , she 
has promised me she won’t deny you ” 

“ And would you have me say so, Amy ? ” said I 
“No, madam , but I would really have you do so 
Besides, you aio undone if you do not , and if my 
doing it would save you from being undone, as I 
said before, he shall, if he will , if he asks me I 
won’t deny him, not I , hang me if I do,” says 
Amy 

“ Well, I know not what to do,” says I to Amy 
“Do'” says Amy “Youi choite is fair and 
plain Here you may have a handsome, charming 
gentleman, be rich, live pleavuitly and in plenty, oi 
lefuse him, and want a diniiei, go in rags, Inc in 
tears , in short, beg and staive You know this is 
the case, madam,” says Amy “ I woiidei how you 
can sny you know not what to do” 

“Well, Amy,” says I, “the case is as you sai, and 
1 think venly I must yield to him , but then,” said 
I, movc'd by coiiscieiice, “ don’t talk any moie of your 
cant of its being lawful that I ought to mairy again, 
and that he ought to marry again, and suih stuff as 
that , 't is all nonsense,” says I, “ Amy, tliere ’s noth- 
ing 111 it , let me lieai no more of that, foi if I yield, 
’t IS 111 vain to mince the matter, I am a whore, Amy , 
neithei better nor woi-se, I assure you ” 
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‘I don’t think so, madam, by no means,” says 
j 4 my “ I wonder how ypu can talk so and then 
she run on with her argument of the unieasonable- 
ness that a woman should be obliged to live single, 
or a man to live single, in such cases as before 
“ Well, Amy,” said I, “come, let us dispute no more, 
for the longer I enter into that part, the greater my 
scruples will be , but if I let it alone, the necessity 
of 1113’ piesent ciicumstances is such that I believe 
I shall yield to him, if he should importune me 
much about it , but I should be glad he would not 
do it at all, but leav e me as I am ” 

“ As to that, madam, you may depend,” says 
Amy, “ he expects to have you foi his bedfellow to- 
night I saw' it pl.iinlv in his management all day , 
and at last he told you so too, as plain, I think, as 
he could” “Well, well, Amv,” said 1 , “I don’t 
know what to say , if he will he must, I think , I 
don’t know how to lesist such a man, that has done 
so much foi me” “I don’t know how you should ” 
says Amy 

Thus Amy and I canvassed the business between 
us , the jade prompted the crime which I had but 
too much inclination to coimnit, that is to say, not 
as a Clime, foi I had nothing of the vice in my con- 
stitution , iiiy spii its weie fai from being liigh, iny 
blood had no hie in it to kindle the flame of desiie , 
but the kindness and gocxl hunioui of the man and 
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the diead of tnj own (irturnsLanres concmred to 
bnng me to the pomt, and I even Ie^olved, before 
he asked, to give up wy virtue to him whenever lie 
should put it to the ijiiestion 

In this I was a double offender, whatever he was, 
for I was resolved to coinnnt the tnnie, knowing and 
owning it to be a tnine, he, if it was tiue as he said, 
was fully peisuaded it was lawful, and in that pei- 
suasion he took the measures and used all the ur- 
vunilocutions which I am going to speak of 

About two hours aftei he was gone, came a Lead- 
eiihall basket-woman, with a whole load of good 
things for the mouth (the particulars are not to the 
pill pose), and biought oiders to get supper by eight 
o'clock However, I did not intend to begin to diess 
anything till I saw him, and he gave me time enough, 
foi he came before seven, so that Amy, who had 
gotten one to help her, got everything ready in 
time 

We sat down to supper about eight, and were 
indeed very merry Aniv made us some sport, 
for she was a girl of spiiit and wit, and with her 
talk she made us laugh vety often, and yet the 
jade managed hei wit with all the good manners 
imaginable 

But to shoiten the story After suppei he took 
me up into his chamber, where Amy had made a 
good fire, and there he pulled out a great many 
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paper-., and spread them upon a little table, and 
then took me by the hand, and aftei kissing me very 
much, he entered into a disroursp of his ciieum- 
stances and of mine, how the\ agreed in several 
things exactly , for example, that I wds abandoned 
of a husband in the prime of tin \outh and vigour, 
and he of a wife in his middle age . how the end 
of marriage was destroyed bv the tieatment we had 
either of us received, and it would be yerv hard that 
we should be tied by the formality of the contiact 
where the essence of it was destroyed I inteirupted 
him, and told him theie was a vast difference be- 
tween our circumstances, and that in the most essen- 
tial part, namely, that he was rich, and I was poor 
that he was above the woild, and I infinitely below 
it, that his circumstances were very easy, mine 
miserable, and this was an inecjuality the most essen- 
tial that could be imagined “ As to that, my 
dear,” says he, “ I hace taken such measures as shall 
make an equality still,” and with that he showed 
me a contract in wilting, wherein he engaged him- 
self to me to cohabit constantly with me, to pi ovule 
for me in all respects as a wife, anil repeating in the 
preamble a long account of the natuie and reason 
of oui living togethei, and an obligation in the 
penalty of £’7000 never to abandon me , and at last 
showed me a bond foi i’SOO, to be paid to me, or to 
my assigns, within three months after his death. 
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He read ovei all these things to me, and then, in 
a most moving, affectionate manner, and in words 
not to be answered, he said, “ Now, my dear, is this 
not sufficient ^ Can you object anything against it ? 
If not, as I believe you will not, then let us debate 
this matter no longer” With that he pulled out a 
silk purse, which had thieescore guineas in it, and 
threw them into mv lap, and concluded all the rest 
of his discourse with kisses and piotestations of liis 
love, of vi’lnch indeed I had abundant pioot 

Pity human frailty, you that read of a woman re- 
duied in hei youth and prime to the utmost misery 
and distiess, and laised again, as above, by the un- 
expected and surprising bounty of a stranger, I 
say, pity her if she was not able, after all these 
things, to make any more resistant e 

However, I stood out a little longer still I asked 
him how he could expect that I could come into a 
proposal of such consetjuence the very first time it 
was moved to me , and that I ought, if I consented 
to it, to c.apitulate with him that he should never 
upbiHid me with easiness and consenting too soon 
He said no , but, on the contrary', he would take it 
as a mark of the greatest kindness I could show 
him Then he went on to give reasons why theie was 
no occasion to use the oidinaiy veremony of delay, 
or to wait a reasonable time of courtship, which was 
only to avoid scandal , but, as this was private, it 
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Had nothing of that nature in it , that he had been 
Lourting me some time by the best of courtship, viz , 
doing acts of kinflness to me , and that he had given 
testimonies of his sincere affection to me by deeds, 
not by flattering tiifles and the usual courtship of 
words, which were often found to have very little 
meaning , that he took me, not ns a mistress, but as 
his wife, and piotested it was dear to him be might 
lawfully do it, and that I was perfectly at libeitv, 
and assured me, by all that it was possible foi an 
honest man to say, that he would treat me as his 
wife as long as he lived In a woid, he comjuered 
all the little resistance I intended to make . he pro- 
tested he loved me above all the world, and begged 
I would foi once believe' him , that he had nevei 
deceived me, and never would, but would make it his 
study to make iny life comfortable and happy, and to 
make me forget the niiseiy I had gone through I 
stood still a while, and said nothing, but seeing him 
eager for mv answer, I smiled, and Icxiking up at 
him, “And must I, then,” says I, “sav yes at first 
asking ’’ Must I depend upon your promise ? Whv, 
then,” said I, “ upon the faith of that promise, and 
ill the sense of that inexpressible kindness you have 
shown me, you shall be obliged, and I will be wholly 
voui-s to the end of mv life,” and with that I took 
his hand, which held me by the hand, and gave it a 
kiss 
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And th\is, in gratitude for the favours I received 
nom a man, was all sense ol religion and duty to 
God, all legaid to virtue and honour, given up at 
once, and we were to tall one another man and wife, 
who, in the sense of the laws both of God and our 
country, were no more than two adulterers , m short, 
a whore and a. rogue Noi, as I have said above, 
was niv consLience silent in it, though it seems his 
was , for I sinned with open eves, and thereby had 
a double guilt upon me ,\s I always said, his 
notions were of aiiothei kind, and he either was 
before of the opinion, oi aigued himself into il 
now, that we were both fiee and might lawfully 
many 

But I was quite of another side — nav, and my 
judgment was right, but my circumstaiues vveie my 
temptation, the teirors behiml me looked him kei 
than the tenors befoie me , and the dieadful argu- 
ment of wanting bread, and being I'lii into the 
horrible disti esses I was in licfoic, inasttied all iny 
resolution, and I gave mvself up as above 

The rest of the evening we spent veiv agieeably to 
me, he was peifettly good-huiiiouied, and was at 
that time very meirv Then he made Amy dance 
with him, and I told him I would put Amy to hed 
to him Amy said, with all her heart, she nevei 
had been a btide iii hei life In short, he made the 
girl so meiry that, had he not been to he with me 
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the same night, I believe he would have placed the 
fool with Amy for lialf-ati-hour, and the girl would 
no more haie refused him than I intended to do 
Yet before, I had always found her a very modest 
wench as any I ever saw in all my life , but, in short, 
the mirth of that night, and a few more such after- 
wards, ruined the girl’s modesty for evei, as shall 
appear b\-and-by, in its place 

So ftu does fooling and toying sometimes go that 
I know nothing a young woman has to be moie 
cautious of, so fai had this innocent girl gone in 
jesting between hei and I, and in talking that she 
would let him lie with her, if he would but be kindei 
to me, that at last she let him he with her in earnest . 
and so empty was I now of all piimiple, that I en- 
couraged the doing it almost befoie my fate 

I say but too justly that I was empty of pnnciple, 
because, as above, I had yielded to him, not as 
deluded to believe it lawful, but as overcome by 
his kindness, and teirilied at the fear of my own 
misery if he should leave me So with my eyes 
open, and with my conscience, as I may say, awake, 
I sinned, knowing it to lie a sin, but having no 
power to resist When this had thus made a hole 
111 my heart, and I was tome to such a lieight as to 
transgress against the hglit of my own conscience, I 
was then fit for any wickedness, and conscience left 
off speaking where it found it could not be heard 
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But to return to our storj Having consented, as 
above, to his proposal, wc had not much more to do 
He gave me iiij wiitings, and the bond foi ttiy main- 
tenance during his life, and for five bundled pounds 
aftei his death And so fai was he from abating 
his affection to me aftei waids, that two years after 
we were thus, ns he called it nianied, he made his 
will, and gave me a thousand pounds inoie, and all 
111 V household stuff, plate, &c , whiih was consider- 
able too 

Amy put us to bed, and my new friend — I can- 
not call him husband — was so well pleased with 
Amy for her fidelity and kindness to me that he 
paid hei all the airear of her wages that I owed her, 
and gave hei five guineas ovei , and had it gone no 
farther, Ainv hud iichlv dcseived what she had, foi 
iievei was a maul so tiue to hei inistiess in such 
dieadful ciicuuistanccs ,is I was in Nor was what 
followed more hei own fault than mine, who led hei 
almost into it at fust, and quite into it at last , and 
this may lie a faithei tcstimOiiv what a hardness of 
Clime I was now ai lived to, which v as oviiiig to the 
conviction, that was fioin the beginning upon me, 
that I was a whoie, nol a wife nor could I ev'er 
frame my mouth to call him husband or to say “ my 
husband” when I was speaking of him 

We lived, surely, the most agieeable life, the grand 
exception only excepted, thatevei two lived together 
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He was the most obliging, gentlemanlj man, and 
the most tender of me, that evei woman gave herself 
up to Nor w'as there evei the least intenuptiou to 
our mutual kindness, no, not to the last day of his 
life But I must bring Amy’s disaster in at once, 
that I may have done with her 

Amy was dressing me one nioining, for now I had 
two maids, and Amy was niv c hamliermaid “ Dear 
madam,” says Amy, “what' a’nt you with child 
yet i'” “ No, Amy,” savs I , “ nor any sign of it ” 

“ Law, madam ' ” says Amy, “ whnt have you been 
doing'’ Wtiy, you have been nmined a yeai and a 
half I wan.int you mastei would have got me with 
child twice in that tunc” “It may be so, Amy,” 
says I “Let him tiy, cunt you'” “No,” savs 
Amy, “you'll foibid it now Before, I told you he 
should, with all my heart, but I won’t now, now 
he 's all yoiii own ” “ Oh,” savs I, “ Amy, I 'll freely 

give you iny consent It will be nothing at all to 
me Nay, I '11 put you to bed to bun inyselt one 
night oi other, if you aie willing” “No, madam, 
no,” says Amy, “ not now he'syouis ” 

“Why, you fool you,” says I, “don't I tell you 
I’ll put you to bed to him myself''” “Nay, nay,” 
says Amy, “if vou put me to bed to him, that’s 
another case , I believe I shall not use again very 
soon ” “I 'll lentui-e that, Amy,” says I 

After supper that night, and before we were risen 
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from table, I said to him, Amy bemfr by, “ Hark ye, 

Mr , do you know that you are to lie with Amy 

to-night ? ” “ No, not 1,” ^avs he , but turns to 

Amy, “Is it so, Amy?” says he “No, sii,” says 
she “ Nay, don’t say no, you fool , did not I 
promise to put you to bed to him ? ” But the girl 
said “ No,” still, and it passed off 

At night, when we came to go to bed, ,Vmy came 
into the chambei to undress me, and hei master 
slipped into bed hrst , then I began, and told him 
all that Amy had said about my not being with 
child, and of her being with diild twice in that time 
“Ay, Mrs Amy,” sa\s he, “ I believe so too Come 
hithei, and we’ll tiv ” But Amy did not go “ Go, 
you fool,” sa\> I, “ can’tyou '' I fieely give you both 
leave” Hut A in \ would not go “ Nay, von wiiore,” 
says I, “ you said, if I would put you to bed, vou 
would with all voiii lic.iit” And with that I sat 
her down, pulled off hei stockings and shots, and 
all her clothes pic-ce bv piece, and led hei to the 
bed to linn “ Here,” savs I, “tiv what you can do 
with voui maid Amy ’ hlic pulled back a little, 
would not let inc pull oH liei clothes at first, but it 
w as hot w eathei , and she had not many clothes on 
and paiticulaily no stays on and at last, when she 
saw I was in eainesl, she let me do what I would 
So I faiily stiipped liei, and then I threw open the 
bed and thuist hei ni 
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I need sa^ no moie Thi'j is enough to convince 
anybody that I did not tiiiiik him inv husband, and 
that I had cast off all principle and all modesty, and 
had e^ctnally stifled conscience 

Amy, I dale say, began now to repent, and would 
fain have got out of bed again , but he said to hei, 
“ Nay, Amy, you see your mistiess has put you to 
bed , ’t IS all her doing , you must blame hei ” So 
he held her fast, and the wench being naked in the 
bed with him, it was too late to look back, so she lay 
still and let him do what he would with her 

Had I looked upon nnself as a wife, you cannot 
^uppose I would have been willing to have let my 
husband lie with iiiv maid, much less befoie ni\ face, 
foi I stood by all the while, but as I thought my- 
self a whole, I cannot say but that it was something 
designed in my thoughts that iny maid should be a 
whole too, and should not repioach me with it 

Amy, howcvei, less vicious than I. vvas giievously 
out cif scats the next inoining, and cried and took on 
most vehemently, that she was mined and undone, 
and there was no pacifying hei , she was a whore, a 
slut, and she was undone ' undone ' and ciied almost 
all day I did all I could to pacity hei “ A 
whore ' ” says I ‘‘ ^Vell, and am not I a whore as 

well as you “ No, no,” says Ann , “ no, you aie 
not, for you are married ” “ Not I, Amy,” says I , 

“ I do not pretend to it He may many you to- 
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morrow, if he will, for anvlliing I toOld do to hinder 
it, I am not rariuied I do not look upon it as 
anything ” Well, all did not pacify Amy, but she 
fried two or three da\s about it , but it wore oft by 
degrees 

But the case diftered between Amv and hei inastei 
exceedingly fot Amy letained the same kind tempci 
she always had, but, on the contrail, lie was quite 
alteied, fot he hated hei he.iitily, and could, I belieye, 
haye killed hei after it, and he told me so, foi he 
thought this .1 vile aition , yvhereas wh.at he and I 
had done he was jieifectly easy in, thought it just, 
and esteemed me as mu<h his wife as if we had lieen 
rr.airied from oui youth, and h,id neithei of us known 
any othci , nay, he loyed me, I belieyi, as entirely as 
if I had been the wife of liis youth Nay, he told me 
it was tiuc, 111 one sense, that he had two wues, but 
that I was the iviteof his affection, tlic other the ,vife 
of his avcision 

I yvas extiemely lonieined at the aversion be had 
taken to my maid Amy, and Used my utmost skill 
to get it altered , for though he liad, indeed, de 
bauihed the wench, I knew that I was the piincipal 
occasion of it , and as he was the best-humoured 
man in the woild, I nevei gaye hiiii over till 1 pre- 
vailed with him to be easy with her, and as I was 
now become the devil’s agent, to make others as 
wicked as myself, I brought him to lie with her 
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again several times aftei that, till at last, as the 
poor gill saitl, so it happened, and she was really 
with child 

She was terribly concerned at it, and so was he 
too “Come, my dear,” says I, “when Rachel put 
her handmaid to bed to Jacob, she took the children 
as her own Don’t be uneasy , I ’ll take the child 
as my own Had not I a hand in the frolic of put- 
ting her to bed to you '' It was my fault as much 
as youis ” So 1 called Amy, and encouraged her 
too, and told her that 1 would take care of the child 
and her too, and added the same aigument to her 
“For," sats I, “Ami, it vas all m\ fault Did not 
I diag your clothes off \our back and put you to 
bed to him Thus I, that had, indeed, been the 
cause of all the wickedness between them, encouraged 
them both, when the\ had any rc-moist about it, 
and lather prompted them to go on with it than to 
repent it 

When Amy giew big she went to a place I had 
pionded foi hei,aiid the neighbouis knew nothing 
but that Amy and I was paited She had a fine 
child indeed, a daughter, and we had it nursed , and 
Amy came again in about half a leai to live with 
her old misticss , but iieithei iny gentleman, or Amy 
either, caied for playing that game over again , foi, 
as be said, the jade might bring him a houseful of 
c-hildren to keep 
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We ]i\ed as mcriilj and as happily after this as 
could be expected, toiisideiing our circumstances , I 
mean as to tlie pietcnded marnage, &c , and as to 
that, my gentleuiaii had not the least concein about 
him for it Hut as niiicli as I a as hardenetl, and 
that was as much a- I hohese ewer any wicked crea- 
ture was, \i't I could not help it, theie was and 
would be houis ot iiiteicals and of dm k reflections 
which came involuntaiiU in, and thiust in sighs into 
the middle of all toy songs , and there would be 
soinetiiiics a heaviness of htai t which intermingled 
itself M’lth all my joy, and which would often fetch 
a tear fioin m\ eve \nd let citheis pietend what 
they will, I believe it impossible to be otherwise 
with anybodv Theie can be no substantial satis- 
faction in a life of known wickedness, conscience 
will, and docs often, bie.ik in upon them at particu- 
lar times, let them do what they can to pievent it 
But I am not to jire.irh, but to I'daie, and what- 
ever loose reflections wcie, and how often soever 
those daik intervals came on, I did my utmost to 
conceal them from him, av, and to suppress and 
smothei them too in invsclf, and, to outward appear- 
ance, we lived as chccrfulh and agreeably as it was 
possible foi any couple in the world to live 

After I had thus lived with him something above 
two yeais, truly I found myself with child too My 
gentleman was mightily pleased at it, and nothing 
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could be kindci than he was in the piepaiations he 
made foi me, and foi iny Jying-in, nhich was, how- 
ever, veiy private, because I cared for as little com- 
pany as possible , noi had I kept up mj neighbourly 
acquaintance, so that I had nobody to invite upon 
such an otcasion 

I was brought to bed \ci v well (of a daughter too, 
as well as Amy), but the child died at about siii weeks 
old, so all that woik was to do ovei again — that is 
to say, the chaigc, the expense, the travail, fti 

The next yeai I made him amends, and brought 
him a son, to hisgieat satisfiution It was a chaim- 
ing child, and did veiy well Aftci this iny husband, 
as he called himself, came to me one evening, and 
told me he had a very diflieult thing happened to 
him, which ho knew not what to do in, oi hew to re- 
solve about unless I would make him ensv , this was, 
that his occasions re(|Uiied him to go ovei to Fiance 
foi about two months 

“Well, mv dear,” says I, “and how shall I make 
y on easy ” 

“Why, by consenting to let me go,” says he, 
“ upon which condition. I’ll tell you the occasion of 
my going, that you may judge of the necessity theie 
IS foi it on niy side” Then, to make me easy in his 
going, he told me he would make his will befoie he 
went, which should lie to inv full satisfaction 

I told him the last part was so kind that I could 
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not doclnie the first pait, unless he would give me 
leal e to add that, if it w as not for putting him to an 
extiaoidinai V expense, I would go over along w'lth 
hnu 

He was so pleased with this offer that he told me 
he would giie me full satisfaetioii foi it, and accept 
of it too, so he took me to I,ondon with him the 
next dav, and theie he made Ins will, and showed it 
to me, and sealed it 1k‘1oic pioper witnesses, and 
then gave it to me to keep In this will he gave 
a thousand pounds to a peison that we both knew 
very well, in tuist, to pa\ it, with the interest from 
the tune of his decease, to me oi ni) .issigns , then 
he willed the payment ot mj j nntuie, as he called 
it, VIZ, his bond of five hundicd pounds aftei his 
death . also, he gave me all my household stuff', 
plate, ftc 

This was a most engaging thing for a man to do to 
one undei iii} ciicumstances , and it would havelaen 
hard, as I told him, to deny him anything, or to le- 
fiise to go with him anywhere So we settled every- 
thing as well as we could, left Lny in climge witli 
the house, and foi his othei business, whieh was in 
jewels, he bad two men be intrusted, who be bad good 
seeuiitv foi, and who managed for him, and corres- 
ponded with him 

Tilings being thu'> concerted, we went away to 
France, airived sale nt Calais, and by easy journevs 
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Lame iii eiglit days more to Puns, where we lodged 
in the house of uii English meichant of his acquaint- 
ance, and was \ery tourteousl3 entertained 

My gentleman's business was with some persons of 
the first rank, and to whom he had sold some jewels 
of vLry good value, and received a giLat sum of 
money in specie, and, as he told me piivately, he 
gained three thousand pistoles hv liis bargain, but 
would not suffer the most iiitiinatL iiieiid he had 
there to know what he had leteived , foi it is not 
so safe a thing in Pans to have a gre.it sum of money 
in keeping as it might lie in London 

We made Ihis joiiinev much longei than we in- 
tended, and mv gentleman sent foi one of his mana 
gels in London to come ovei to ns ni Pans with 
some diamonds, and sent hiiii back to Jaiiidon again 
to fetch nmiL Then otiici business fell into his 
hands so uiiexpe'ctcKlIy that I began to think we 
should take up lua vonstant lesidencc theie, winch I 
was not veiy avei'se to, it being mv native eountrv, 
and I spoke the language jKifecllv well So we 
took a good house in Pans, and lived vei*’ well 
theie , and I stiit foi Amv to <ome ovei to me, foi 
I lived galluntlv, and mv gcntlcin.m was two or three 
times going to keep me a vocuh hut I declined it, 
especialh at Pans, but as they have those conven- 
iences by the day there, at a leilaiii lute, I had an 
equipage piovided for me whenever I pleased, and I 
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iived here in a veiy good figure, and might have 
lived higher if I pleased 

But in the middle of all this felicity a dreadful 
disaster befell me, which entirely unhinged all my 
affairs, and threw me back into the same state of life 
that I was in befoie , with this one happy exception, 
however, that whereas before I was poor, even to 
misery, now 1 was not onlv piovided foi, but very 
rich 

My gentleman had the name in Pans foi a rich 
man, and indeed he was so, though not so iiiimcnsclv 
rich as people imagined , but that winch was fatal to 
him was, that he gcncrnlly earned a shagreen case 
in his pocket, especially when he went to court, oi 
to the houses of any of the princes of the blood, 
in which he had jewels of veil gieat value 

It happened one day that, being to go to \’ei sallies 

to wait upon the Prince of , he came up into my 

chambei in the inoining, and l.iid out Ins jewel-case, 
because he was not going lo show ani jewels, but to 
get a foieigii hill are ejitcsl, which he had icaeived 
fiom ,kiiisteicl.iiii . so, when he gave me the case, he 
said, “ Mv clcsir, 1 think 1 need not cam this with 
me, because it ina\ be I ina\ not come hack till 
inglit, and it is too much to ventuie” I letuined, 
“Then, mv cleai.vou shan't go" “Why ■'"says he 
“Because, as thev aie too much foi you, so you aic 
too much for me to ventuie, and you shall not go, 
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unless jou will promise me not to stay so as to tome 
bark. Ill the night” 

“ I hope there’s no dangei,” said he, “ seeing that 
I have nothing about me of an_y \alue, and theie- 
foie, lest 1 should, take tliat too,” says ho, and gi'es 
me his gold wattli and a mb diamond ivhith he had 
in a ling, and always woie on his huger 

“Well, but, my deal,” says I, “ you make me moie 
uneasy now than before, foi if you appieliend no 
danger, why do you use this (.iiition •' and if you 
appiehtnd theie is d.ingei, why do you go at alL ” 
“There is no dangei,”siys he, “it I do not stay 
late, and I do not design to do so ” 

“ W'ell, but promise me, then, that you yvoii’t,” 
says I, “or else I caiinot let you go” 

“I won't indeed, my deal,” says he, “ unless I am 
obliged to it I assuu you I do not iiiteiid it , hut 
if I should, I am not worth lollhiiig now, foi I liayc 
nothing about me but about six pistoles iii my little 
purse and tint little iing,” showing me a small 
diamond ring, woitli about ten oi tyvebe pistoles, 
which he put upon his tiiigei,iii the loom of the rich 
one lie usually woie, 

I still pressed him not to stay late, and he said he 
would not “Rut it I am kept late,” says he, “ be- 
yond my expectation, I 11 stay all night, and come 
next morning” This seemed a very good caution, 
but still my mind yyas yeiy unea y about him, and I 
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told him so, and entreated him not to go. I told 
him I did not know what miglit be the reason, but 
that I had a strange tenor upon my mind about his 
going, and that if lie did go, I was peisuaded some 
liarm would attend him He smiled, and letuined, 
“ Well, my deal, it it should be so, ^ou are now 
iiehly piovided toi , all that I have here I give to 
roll ” And with that he takes up tlie easket or case, 
“ Ileie,” sajs he, “hold youi hand , theie is a good 
estate foi \ou in this case, if .an} thing happens to 
mc’tis all }oui own I give it }oii foi }ouiself,’' 
and with that he put the casket, the tine ring, and 
his gold watch all into my hands, and the key of Ins 
sciutoiic besides, .iddiiig, “ And in in\ sciutone there 
is some money , it is all yoiii own " 

I st.aied at him as it I was frighted, foi 1 thought 
alt his face looked like a de.itirs-hcad , and then 
immediate 1} I thought I ptueived his head all 
bloody, and then Ins clothes looked bloody too, and 
innnedintely it all went off, and he looked as he 
really did Immcdi.itely 1 fell H-ciying and hung 
about him “ My deai,” said I, “I am flighted to 
death , you shall not go Depend upon it some 
mischief will befall you” I did not tell him how 
my vapourish fancy had lepresented him to me, 
that, I thought, was not piopei Besides, he would 
only have laughed at me, .and would have gone away 
with a jest about it , but I pressed him seiiou^ly not 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 


to go that da\, oi, if he did, to promise me to come 
home to Fans again In d,i>liglit He looked a little 
gravel then than 1 e did hctorc, told me he was not 
appicheiisive of the least daiigei, but if tlitic was, 
he would either take (.ire to (ome in the da^, or, as 
he had said hi foie, would stay all night 

Hut all these promises (aim to nothing, for he 
was set ujion in the open day and lohbed In thiee 
men on horsehack, masked, as he went and one of 
them, who, it seems, rifled Inin while tfie test stood 
to sto[) the (oiuh, stabbed him into the body with a 
sw'ord, so that he died immedniteh He had a foot- 
man behind the toadi who fhey knoiked down with 
the stock oi butt-end of a (arhine They weie 
supposed to kill him betause of the disajjpointirient 
they met with iii not getting his t.ise oi lasket of 
diamonds, whidi they knew he earned alioiit him , 
and this was suppos(>d because, after thc> had killed 
him, they made the coachnian drill out of the road 
a long way over the he,yth, till then (ame to ii lon- 
yenient plaie, where they pulled linn out of the 
eoRih and seaiched his dothes moic nauowly than 
they could do while he was alive But they found 
nothing but his little ring, si\ pistoles, and the value 
of about seven livresin small moneys 

This was a dreadful blow to me, though 1 cannot 
say I was so surpiised ,is I should otherwise have 
been, for all the while he w.is gone inv mind 
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oppiessed with the weight of niy own thoughts, and 
I was as suie that I should nevei see him any more 
that I think nothing could be like it The niipies- 
sion was so strong that I think nothing could make 
so deep a wound that was imaginary , and I was so 
dejected and disconsolate that, when I received the 
news of his disaster, theie was no loom for any ex- 
tiaoidinary nlteiation in me I had cried all that 
day, ate nothing, and only waited, as I might say, 
to leceive the dismal news, which I had brought to 
me about five o’clock in the afternoon 

I was 111 a stiange country, and, though I had a 
pietty many acciuaintaiiccs, had but \eiv few friends 
that I could consult on this occasion All possible 
iiiquiiv was made aftci the rogues that had been 
thus barbaious, liut iiotliing could be heard of them , 
noi was it possible that the foofmaii could make 
any discovery of them by Ills desciiptioii, foi they 
knocked him down immediatelv, so that he knew 
nothing of what was done afterwaids The coach- 
man was the only iimii that could sav anything, and 
all Ills account amounted to no more than this, that 
one of them had soldiers clothes, but he could not 
remember the pmticulai-. of his iiiountiiig, so as to 
know' what leginient he belonged to, and as to their 
faces, that he could know nothing of, because they 
had all of them masks on 

I had him buried as decently as the place would 
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peimit a Protestant sti anger to be buried, and made 
some of the scruples and difficulties on that account 
easy by the help of money to a certain peisori, who 
went impudentlv to the curate of the parish of St 
Sulpitius, in Pans, and told him that the gentleman 
that was killed « as a Catholic , that the thieves had 
taken from him a iioss of gold, set with diamonds, 
worth SIX thousand lures, that his mdow was a 
Catholic, and had sent In him sixty cromis to the 

church of , foi masses to be said for the repose 

of his soul U[)on all rihuh, though not one wind 
was true, he was buried with all the ceiemonies of 
the Roman Chiiuh 

I think I almost cried myself to death for him, for 
I abandoned myself to all the excesses of giief , and 
indeed I lined him to a degiee iiiexjnessible , and 
consldeiing what kindness he had shown me at first, 
and how tendeily he had used me to the last, what 
could I do less ^ 

Then the mannei of his death was terrible and 
fnghtful to me, and, alxne all, the stiaiige notices 
I had of it I liacl iierei pietended to the second- 
sight, or anything of that kind, but ceitainly, if an\ 
one ever had such a thing, I had it at this time, for 
I saw him as plainly m all those terrible shapes as 
above , fii-st, as a skeleton, not dead only , but rotten 
and wasted , secondly, as killed, and his face bloody , 
and, thirdly, his clothes bloody, and all within the 
[ 78 ] 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 

space of one minute, or indeed of a very few 
moments 

These things amazed me, and I was a good while 
as one stupid Howevei, after some time I began to 
lecover, and look into my affairs I had the satis- 
faction not to be left in distiess, oi in danger of 
poverty On the coiitiarv, besides what he had put 
into my hands fairly in his lifetime, which amounted 
to a very consideiable value, I found above seven 
hundred pistoles in gold in his scrutoire, of which he 
had given me the key , and I found foieign bills ac- 
ce])ted for about twelve thousand livies , so that, in 
a word, I found myself possessed of almost ten 
thousand pounds sterling in a very few days after 
the disaster 

The fiist thing I did upon this orcasion was to 
send a lettei to iiiy maid, as I still called hei, *km_y, 
wheiein I gavcheraii atyount of mv disnstci , how my 
husband, as she called him (fori nevei called him so), 
was muidered , and as I did not know how his lela- 
tioiis, oi Ills wife’s fi lends might act upon that occa- 
sion, I oideied hei to convey away all the plate, 
linen, and other things of value, and to secure them 
in a person’s hands that I dirctted hei to, and then 
to sell oi dispose of the fuinituic of the house, if she 
could, and so, without acquainting anybody with the 
reason of hei going, withdraw , sending notice to his 
head managei at London that the house was quitted 
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by tlife tenant, and they might come and take pos- 
session of it for the executors Amy «as so dextei- 
0113 , and did hei woik so nimbly, that she gutted the 
house, and sent the key to the said manager, almost 
as soon as he liad notice of the misfortune that be- 
fell their mastei 

Upon their leeeiv’iig the surprising news of his 
death, the head managci (.ime oiei to Pans, and came 
to the house I made no sciuple of calling myself 

Madame , the iiidoii of Monsicui , the 

English lei'ellct And as I spoke Fiencli natuially, 
I did not let him know but that I was his wife, inai- 
iied in Fiance, and th.it I h.id not hc.iid that he had 
any wife in England, but pieteiided to be suipiised, 
and excl.inn ag.inist him foi so base an action , and 
that I had good fiieiids ni Poictou, wheie I was bom, 
who would take caieto haie pistiie done me in Eng- 
land out of his estate 

I should have obseived that, as soon as the news 
was public of a m.Tji lienig niuidered, and that he 
W'as a jeweller, fame did me the faioiu as to publish 
presently that he was lobbed of bis casket of jewels, 
wjiich he always carried about him I confnmed 
this, among my daily lamentations foi Ins disastei, 
and added that he had with him a fine diamond inig, 
which he was known to wear fiecjuently about him, 
valued at one hunched pistoles, a gold watch, and a 
great quantity of diamonds of inestimable value in 
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his casket, which jewels he was carrying to the Prince 

of , to show some of them to him , and the 

pnnce owned that he had spoken to him to bring 
some such jewels, to let him see them But I 
sorely lepented this part afterward, as you shall 
hear 

This rumour put an end to all inquiry after his 
jewels, his ring, or his watch , and as for the seven 
hundred pistoles, that I secured For the bills which 
were in hand, I owned I had them, but that, as I 
said I biought my husband thuty thousand livres 
portion, I claimed the said bills, which came to not 
above twelve thousand livies, for my amende , and 
this, w'lth the plate and the household stuff, was the 
piiiKipnl of all Ills estate whuh they lould come at 
As to the foreign bill which he was going to Ver- 
sailles to get accepted, it was really lost with him , 
but his manager, who had remitted the bill to him, 
by way of Amsterdam, bringing over the second bill, 
the money was saved, as they call it, which would 
otheiwise have been also gone, the thieves who 
robbed and murdeied him weie, to be sure, afraid to 
send anybody to get the bill accepted, for that wouid 
undoubtedly have discoveied them 

By this tune my maid Amy was arrived, and she 
gave me an account of her nianagenient, and how 
she had secured everything, and that she had 
quitted the house, and sent the key to the head 
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manager of hi> business, and let me know how 
much she had made of everything veiy punctually 
and honestlv 

I should 1 ave observed, in the account of his 

dwelling with me so long at , that he never 

passed foi ani thing there but a lodgei in the house , 
and though he was landloid, that did not altei the 
ease So that at his death, Amy loming to cjiiit the 
house and give them the ke\, theic was no athnity 
between that and the case ot their inastei who was 
newly killed 

I got good advice at Paris fioin an eminent lawyer, 
a (ouiiselloi of the Parliament there, and laving niy 
ease before him, he dnected me to make a proicss in 
do wer upon the estate, foi making good my new 
fortune upon in.itiimonv, which aicoidingh I did, 
and, upon the whole, the iiianngci went back to 
Fhigland well satished that be had gotten the un- 
accepted bill of exchange, which was foi two thou- 
sand five hundred pounds, with some othei things, 
which togethei amounted to seventeen thousand 
livres , and thus I got iid of him 
•I was visited with great civility on this sad occa- 
sion of the loss ot my husband, as they thought him, 
by a great many laches of quality And the Piiiice 

of , to whom it was repoited he was caiiymg 

the jewels, sent his gentleman with a vciy handsome 
complimerit of condolence to me , and his crentle- 
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man, whether with or without ordei, hinted as if his 
Highness did intend to have visited me himself, but 
that some accident, which he made a long story ot, 
had prevented him 

By the conconise of ladies and others that thus 
came to visit me, I began to lie iiiiicli known , and 
ns I did not foiget to set myself out with all possible 
advantage, considering the dress of a widow, winch 
in those days was a most fiightfiil thing , I say, ns I 
did thus fiom my own vanity, foi I was not ignorant 
that I was very liaudsomc , I say, on tins account I 
was soon made veiy public, and was known by the 
name of La belle vei^en di Pmifuii, oi the jiietty 
widow of Poictou As I was very well pleased to see 
myself thus hariclsonicly used in my affliction, it soon 
dried up all niy tears , and though I appeared as a 
widow, yet, as we say in England, it was of a widow 
comforted I took care to let the ladies see that 
I knew how to leceive them , thal I was not at a 
loss how to behave to any of them , and, in short, I 
began to be very popular theie But I had an 
occasion afterwards which made me decline that 
kind of iiiaiingeiiient, as you shall lieai pieseutly 

About four days aftei I had leceived the conipli- 

meiits of condolence fiom the I’lincc , the same 

gentleman he had sent before came to tell me that 
Ills Highness was coming to give me a visit I was 
indeed surprised at that, and perfectly at a loss how 
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to bthave Howe\er, as there was no remedy, 1 
pieparcd to receive him as well as I could It was 
not manv minute^ aftei but he was at the dooi, and 
came in, intiodiued by his own gentleman, as above, 
and after l)y inv woman Ann 

Up treated me with abundarue of civility, and 
condoled handsomely on the loss of my husband, and 
likewise the mannei of it He told me he under- 
stood he was coming toVeisailles to himself, to show 
him some jewels, that it was tiue that he had dis- 
coursed with him ahout jewels, hut could not imagine 
how any villains should heai of his (oniing at that 
time with them that he had not ordeicd him to 
attend with them at Nersailles, but told him that he 
would come to I’aiis by such a chn, so that he was 
no way accessorv to the disastei I told him gravelv 
I knew very well that all his Highness had said of 
that part was tiue, that these villains knew his pro- 
fession, and knew, no doubt, that he always earned 
a casket of jewels .ihoiit him, and that he always 
wore a diamond nng on his hngei v orth a bundled 
pistoles, which i-cpoit had magnitied to live bundled, 
and that, if he had lieen going to anv othci plate, it 
would have been the same thing ,\ftci this his 
Highness rose up to go, and told me he hadiesolved, 
howevci, to make me some leparation , and with 
these woids put a silk purse into my hand with a 
hundred pistoles, and told me he would make me a 
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farther compliment of a small pension, which his 
gentleman would inform me of 

You may be sure I beha\ed with a due sense of so 
much goodness, and offered to kneel to kiss his hand , 
but he took me up and saluted me, and sat down 
again (though before he made as if he was going 
away), making me sit down by him 

He then began to talk with me moie familiarly , 
told me he hoped I was not left in bad circum- 
stances , that Ml was icputed to be veiy nch, 

and that he had gained lately gieat sums by some 
jewels, and he hoped, he said, that I had still a 
fortune agiecable to the (ondition I had lived in 
before 

I leplied, with some teais, which, I confess, weie a 

little forced, that I believed, if Ml had lived, 

we should have been out of dangei of want, but that 
it was impossible to estimate the loss which I had 
sustained, besides that of the life of my husband , 
that, by the opinion of those that knew something 
of Ins affaiis, and of what value the jewels were 
which he inteiicled to have shown to his Highness, 
he could not have less about him than the value of a 
hundicd thousand livies , that it was a fatal blow to 
me, and to Ins whole tamily, especiallv that they 
should be lost in such a iiiaiinei 

Ills Highness letuined, with an an of concern, 
that he was veiy soiry foi it , but he hoped, if I 
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settled in Fans, I might find ways to restore my 
fortune, at the same time he tomplunented me upon 
mv being sciy handsome, as he «as pleased to call 
it, and that I could not fail of admlIeI^ I stood up 
and humbly thanked his Highness, but told him I 
had no expectations of that kind , that I thought I 
should be obliged to go over to England, to look 
after ray husband’s eflects theie, whnh, I was told, 
weie considerable, but that I did not know what 
justice a poor stranger would get among them , and 
as for Fans, mv foitune licing so impaued, I saw 
nothing brfoie me but to go baik to Foiitou to iiiy 
fi lends, where some of i-iy lelatioiis, I lioped, might 
do something for me, and added that one of my 

biotheis was an abbot at , near Foictieis 

He stood up, and taking me by the hand, led me 
to a laige looking-ghiss, which imuh up the jnei in 
the fiont of tlie pailoui “Ixiok thcie, imulam," 
said he, “ is it fit that that face” (jioiiiting to my 
liguie 111 tlie glass) “ sliould go hack to Poictoii'' 
No, inadain,” says be , ‘‘ stay and make some geiitlc- 
inaii of quality happy, that may, in return, make 
you foiget all your soiiows , ” and with thet he took 
me 111 Ins aims, and kissing me twice, told me he 
would see me again, hut with less teiemony 

Some little tune aftei this, but the same day, his 
gentleman came to me again, and with great ceie- 
raony and respect, dehveied me a black box tied 
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with a scarlet iiband and sealed with a noble coat- 
of-aims, which, I suppose, was the piince’s 

There was in it a grant from his Highness, oi an 
assignment — I know not which to call it — with a 
wairant to his banker to pa\ me two thousand livres 
a ^ear duiing my stay in Fans, as the widow of 

IMonsieui , the jeweller, mentioning the hoiiid 

murder of my late husband as the occasion of it, as 
abocc 

I received it with great submission, and expres- 
sions of being infinitely obliged to his master, and of 
my showing niysdf on all occasions his Highness’s 
most obedient seivant, and aftei giving my most 
humble duty to his Highness, with the utmost ac- 
knowledgments of the obligation, Ac , I went to a 
little cabinet, and taking out some money, which 
made a little sound in taking it out, ofteied to give 
him live pistoles 

He chew back, but with the greatest respect, and 
told me he humbly thanked me, but that he cluist 
not take a faithing, that his Highness would take 
it so ill of him, he was suie he would nevei see his 
face moie, but that he would not fail to acquaint 
his Highness what respect I had ofteied , and added, 
“I assure >ou, madam, jou are moie in the good 

graces of my master, the Piince of .than you 

are awaie of, and I believe you will heai moie of 
him ” 
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Now I began to understand him, and resolved, if 
his Highness did come again, he should see me 
under no disadvantages, if I could help it I told 
him, if his Highness did me the honoui to see me 
again, I hoped he would not let me be so surprised 
as I was befoie , that I would be glad to have some 
little notne of it, and would be obliged to him if he 
would piocurc it me He told me he was very sure 
that when his Highness intended to visit me he should 
be sent before to give me notue of it, and that he 
would give me ns iniuh wnining of it as possible 

He (anie seveinl times aftei this on the same 
eiiand, that is, about the settlement, the giant re- 
quiiiiig several things vet to be done toi making it 
pav able without going c vciy time to the piiiue again 
for afresh waiiant The paiticulars of this ppit I 
did not understand , but as -.non ns it w.is finished, 
which was above two months, the gentleman came 
one aftei noon, and said his Highness designed to 
visit me 111 the evening, but desiied to he admitted 
without ceiemoiiv 

I prepaied not my rooms only, hut invself, and 
when he came in theie was iiuIkkIv appealed in the 
house but his gentleman and niv maid Ainv , and of 
her I bid the gentleman aic|uaint his Highness tliat 
she was an Englishwoman, that she did not mulei- 
stand a woid of Fieiuh, and that she was one also 
that might be trusted 
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When he came into my loom, I fell down at his 
feet before he could come to salute me, and with 
word-, that I had prepared, lull of dut^ and respect, 
thanked him foi his bounty and goodness to a poor, 
desolate woman, oppressed undei the weight of so 
terrible a disastei . and lefnscd to use till he would 
allow me the honour to kiss his hand 

“ Leve\ roMS doiu,"" says tlie prince, taking me in 
Ins aims, “ I design moie favours foi you than this 
tiifle,” and going on, he added, *■ ^ on shall foi the 
future find a friend where jou did not look for it, 
and I lesohe to let you see how kind I can be to one 
who Is to me tlie most agieeabic creature on eaitli ” 

I was diessed in a kind of half mouiiiing, had 
turned oft my weeds, and my head, though I had yet 
no iibancls oi lace, was so diessed as failed not to set 
me out with adyantage enough, foi I began to 
undeistand his meaning, and the piinte piofessed 
I was the most beautiful cieature on eaith ‘ And 
where ha\e I lived," says he, “and how ill have I 
been served, that 1 should never till now be showed 
the finest \yoman iii France 

This was the way in all the woild the most likely 
to break in upon my viitcie, if I had been mistress 
of any, for I was now become tlie vainest creature 
upon earth, and ji.iiticiilaily of m^ beaut}, which as 
othei people admiied, so I became ever} clay more 
foolishly in love with myself than befoie 
[ 89 ] 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 


He said some very kind things to me after this, 
and sat down with me for an houi or more, when, 
ge+ting up and calling his gentleman bv his name, 
he thiew open the door “ boire,''' sa\s he , upon 
which Ins gentleman imniediatelj bi ought up a little 
table coieied with a fine damask cloth, the table no 
bigger than he could bring in his two hands, but 
upon it was set two decanters, one of ehampngiie 
and the othei of watei, six silver plates, and a service 
of fine sweetmeats in fine china dishes, on a set of 
rings standing up about tvvent\ inches high, one 
above anothei Below was three roasted paitndges 
and a cpiail As soon as his gentleman had set it 
all clown, he oideied linn to withdiaw “Now ’ 
says the prince, “I intend to sup with )oii " 

When he sent away his gentleman, 1 stood up and 
ofleiecl to wait on Ins Highness while he ate , but he 
positively lefused, and told me, “No, to-inoirow 

^ou shall be the widow of jVlonsieui , the 

jcwellei, but to-inght jem shall be iiiy mistress, 
theiefoie sit heie,” says he, “and eat with me, oi I 
will get up and serve” 

1 would then have called up my womar. Amy, but 
I thought that would not be pioper neithei , so I 
made iiiy excuse, that since his Highness would iiot 
let his own servant wait, I yvould not presume to let 
my woman come up , but if he would please to let 
me wait, it would be my honoui to fill his Highness’s 
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wine But, as befoie, he would b} no means allow 
me , so w e sat and ate togethei 

“Now, madam,” sius the piince, “ gue me leave 
to lay aside iin character, kt us talk togethei with 
the fieedom of equals M\ quality sets me at a dis- 
tance from you, and makes you teiemonious Voui 
beauty exalts you to more tlian an e(|uality I must, 
then, treat you as loveis do then mistresses, but I 
cannot speak the language, it is enough to tell you 
how agieeahle you are to me, how I am siiipiiscd at 
youi Ijeautv, and lesohc to make you happy, and to 
be happy with you ” 

I knew not what to say to liini a good while, 
but blushed, and looking up towaids him, said I was 
alieady made happy in tlic favoni of a person of such 
rank, and liad notliing to ask of liis Highness but 
that he would believe me infinitely obliged 

After he had e.iteii, he ponied the -.wectmeats into 
my lap , and the w me being out, he called his gentle- 
man again to take awavthe table, who, at fust, only 
took the cloth and the remains of what was to eat 
away, and laying anothci cloth, set the table on 
one side of the lOom with a noble service of plate 
upon it, woith .it le.ist two hundred pistoles Then, 
having set the twodecanteis ag.ain upon the table, 
hlled as befoie, he withdiew , foi I found the fellow 
understood his business very well, and his lord’s 
business too 
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About haJf-an-houi after, the piiiite told me that I 
offered to wait a little before, that if I would now 
take the trouble he would give int leave to give him 
some wine, o I went to the table, filled a glass of 
wine, and biought it to him on a fine salver, which 
the glasisesi stood on, and biought the bottle or de- 
canter for vvatci in mv othei hand, to mix as he 
thought fit 

He smiled, and bid me look on that salvei, which 
1 did, and admiied it niuih, foi it w is a veiy fine 
one indeed *■ You mav see." sa^s he, “ 1 lesolvf to 
have moie of )oui eonipanv, foi inv scivant shall 
leave you that plate hir my use ’ I told him I 
believed his Highness \>ould not take it ill that I 
was not furnished fit to enteitaiii a peisoii of his 
rank, and that I would take gieat (.uc of it, and 
value myself infinitely upon the honom of his 
Highness’s visit 

It now began to glow late, ,ind lie began to take 
notice of it “ But," says lie, “ ] (annot le.i\e you 
liiiye you not a spaic lodgin" toi one night''" 1 
told him I had but ,i hoinely lodging to entcitaiii 
such a guest He said something exceeding kind on 
that head, lint not fit 1o iepe.it, .idding that my 
company would make him .unends 

About midnight he sent Ins gentleman of an ei- 
rand, aftei telling Inin aloud that he intended to 
stay heie veil night In a little tinie his gtntlcniaii 
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"bi ought him a nightgown, slippers, two caps, a 
neckcloth, and shirt, which he gave rue to cany into 
his chamber, and sent his man home , and then, 
turning to me, said I should do him the honoiii to 
be his chambeilain of the household, and his diessei 
also I smiled, and told him I would do myself the 
honoui to wait on him upon all occasions 

About one ill the moiniiig, while his gentleman 
was \ct with him, I begged leave to withdiaw, sup- 
posing he would go to lK‘d , but he took the hint 
and said, “ I’m not going to bed yet , pray let me 
see you again ” 

I took this time to uiidiess me, and to come in a 
new diess, which was, in a inaniiei, uni dishabille, but 
so fine, and all about me so clean and so agieeable, 
that he seemed suiprised “I thought,” says he, 
“you could not luue diesscd to moie advantage than 
you bad done before , but now,’ says he, “ you chaim 
me a thousand times moie, if that be possible ’ 

“ It IS only a loose habit, my lord,” said I, “ that 
I may the bettei wait on voui Highness ” He pulls 
me to him “ You aie pcifectlv obliging,” says he, 
and, sitting on the bedside, says he, “Now you shall 
be a princess, and know what it is to oblige the 
giatefullest man alive,” and with that he took me 
in his arms I can go no failher ui the partic- 

ulars of what passed at that time, but it ended in 
this, that, in short, I lay with him all night 
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I have given ^ou the whole detail of this story to 
lay it down as a bhu k stheiiie of the way how un- 
happy women are luiiied by gieat men , for, though 
poverty and want is an iriesistible temptation to the 
pool, vanity and great things arc as ii resistible to 
othei-s To be courted by a piincc, and by a prince 
who was first a benefactor, tlien an admirer, to be 
called handsome, the finest woman in p'raiice, and to 
be tieated as a woman fit for the bed of a piince — 
these are things a woman must have no vanity in 
her, nay, no coriuption in hei, that is not overcome 
by it , and my case was such that, as befoie, I had 
enough of both 

I had now no poverty attending me on the eon- 
tiaiy, I was mistress of ten thousand )ioiinds bcfoie 
the prince did anything for me H,u] I been mis- 
tress of my lesolution, had I been less olibging, and 
lejected the fust attack, all bad been sale , but my 
virtue was lost befoic, and tlie deviJ, wlio bad found 
the wav to bleak in upon me by one temptation, 
easily masteicd me now liy another, and I gave 
myself up to a person who, though a man of Ingh 
dignity, was yet tlie most tempting and obliging 
that evei I met with iii my life 

I bad the same pai ticular to insist upon here with 
the prime that I had with my gentleman before 
I hesitated much at consenting at fust asking, but 
the piince told me piinces did not court like other 
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men, that lhe\ bi ought more powerful aiguments, 
and he 'er^ ptettilj added that they were sooner 
repulsed than othei men, and ought to be sooner 
complied with , intimating, though 'eiy genteely, 
that aftei a woman had positnely refused him once, 
he could not, like othei men, wait with inipoitunities 
and stiatagenis, and laMiig long sieges , but as such 
men as he sUiimed waimh, so, if repulsed, thev made 
no second attacks, and, indeed, it was but icasonable, 
foi as it was below then lank to be long battering 
a woman's const<inc\, so then laii gieatcr hazards in 
being exposed in then ainoiiis than othei men did 
I took this foi a satisf.u tors \nswei, and told his 
Highness that I had the s.nne thoughts in respect to 
the manner of his att.uks , foi that Ills person and 
his arguments weie iiicsistilile , that a peison of his 
rank and a iiiuniticcme so imhouiidccl could not be 
withstood, th.it no viitue was piool against him, 
except such ,cs was able, too, to suffer martyrdom , 
that I thought it impossible I could be overcome, 
but that now I found it was impossible I should not 
be oveicoiTie , tliat so iniuh gocKlness, joined with so 
much gieatncss, would have concjueiecl a saint, and 
that I confessed he had the v ictoiy ovei me, ’o) a meiit 
infinitely supeiior to the concicicst he had made 

He made me a most obliging answer, told me 
abundance of fine things, which still flattered my 
vanity, till at last I began to have pride enough to 
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believe him, and fancied my‘>elf a fit mistress for a 
prince 

As I had thus given the piince the last favoui, 
and he had all the freedom with me that it was 
possible for me to grant, so he gave me leave to use 
as much fieedoiii with him another way, and that 
was to have everything of him I thought fit to com- 
mand , and yet I did not ask of him with an an of 
aval ice, as if I was greedily making a [lentiv of him, 
but I managed him with such ait that he geiieially 
anticipated my demands He only requested of me 
that I would not think of taking aiiotliei house, as I 
had intimated to his Highness that I intended, not 
thinking it good enough to receive his visits in , but 
he said my house was the most (onvenient that could 
possibly be found in all Fans foi an amour, especially 
for him, having a wav out into three strec^ts, and 
not oveilooked by anv neighbours, so that he could 
pass and repass without obsei cation , foi one of the 
back-ways opened into a iiaiiow daik allev, which 
alley was a thoi ouglifare or passage out of one street 
into anothei , and any person that went in or out 
by the dooi had no more to do but to see that 
there was nobodv following him in the alley befoie 
he went m at the dooi This request, I knew, was 
reasonable, and therefore I assured him I would 
not change my dwelling, seeing his Highness did not 
think it too mean for me to receive him in 
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He also desired me that I would not take any 
more servants oi set up any equipage, at least for 
the present , foi that it would then be immediately 
concluded I had been left very iich, and then I 
should be thronged with the impei tinence of admirers, 
wlio would be attracted by the money, as well as by 
the beauty of a young widow, and lie should be 
fiequently internipted in his visits, or that the 
Moild would conclude I was maintained by some- 
body, and would be indcfat’gable to find out the 
person , so that he should have spies peeping at 
him every time he went out oi in, which it would be 
impossible to disappoint , and that he should pres- 
ently have it talked over all the toilets in Pans that 

the Pnnce de had got the jeweller’s widow foi 

a mistress 

This was too just to oppose, and I made no 
scruple to tell his Highness that since ho had 
stooped so low as to make me his own, he ought to 
have all the satisfaction in the woild that I was all 
his own , that I would take all the iiicasuies he should 
please to duett me to avoid the impertinent attacks 
of others , and that, if he thought fit, I would be 
wholly within doois, and have it given out that I 
was obliged to go to England to solicit my affairs 
there, aftei iiiv hushaiurs misfortune, and that I was 
not expected theie again foi at least n year oi two 
This he liked veiy well , only he said that he would 
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b)? no means have me confined . that it would injure 
my health, and that I should then take a countiy- 
house in some villajije, a good wa\ off of the city, 
where it should not lie known who I was, and that 
he should be there sometimes to diveit me 

I made no sciupleof the coiihiienient, and told his 
Highness no place could be a coiiluiemeiit where I 
had such a iisitor, and so I put off' the countiv- 
house, which would have been to lemove myself 
faither from him and have less of his (ompany , so 
I made the house be, as it were, shut up Amy, 
indeed, appealed, and when any of the neighbouis 
and servants in(|Uired, she ausweied, iii biokeii 
Flench, that I yvas gone to England to look aftei 
my aftaiis, which presently went cuiient tlnoiigh the 
stieets about us Foi you aie to note that the 
people of Pails, espeiially the women an the most 
busy and iinpeitinent impiiKis into the* loiiduitof 
then nciglibouis, espmally that ot a single woman, 
that aie in the woild, though tlieie aie no greatei 
intiigueis in the universe than themselves, and pei- 
haps that may be the reason of it, foi it is an old 
but a sure lule, that 

“ When deep intnpues arc close and h>hy. 

The g'uilty are the first that sp^ ' 

Thus his Highness had the most easy, and yet the 
most uiidiscoverable, access to nit imaginable, and he 
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seldom failed to tome two or three nights in a week, 
and sometmies sta\ed two oi three nights together 
Once he told me he wa-. resolved I should he weaiy 
of his compaiu, and that he would learn to know 
what it was to he a prisoner, so he gave out among 

his servants that he was gone to , where he 

often went a-hunting, and that he should not 
rctuin undei a foitnight, and that foitnight he 
staled wholly with me, and nevei went out of my 
doors 

Never woman in such a station lived a fortnight in 
so complete a fulness of human delight , for to have 
the entile possession of one of the most accomplished 
princes in the woild, and of the politest, best-hied 
man to converse with him all day, and, ns he pro- 
fessed, dial 111 him all night, what could be nioie 
ine\piessil)lv pleasing, and especiallv to a woman of 
a vast deal of pride, as I was'' 

To finish the felicity of this part, I must not for- 
get that the devil hid placed a new game with me, 
and pievailed with me to sat'sfy injself with this 
amour, is a lawful thing, that a piince of such 
grandeui and inajestv, so infinitely siipenoi to me, 
and one who had made sudi an iiitioduetion by an 
unparalleled bounty, I could not lesist , and, there- 
foie, that it was veiy lawful loi me to do it, being 
at that time pcifectly single, and unengaged to any 
other man, as I was, most certainly, by the unac- 
[ 99 ] 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 

countable nbseiue of inv (ir>t liiisbaiul, auH the 
murdei of iiiv gentleman who went foi in\ -.etond 
It cannot lx; doubted but timl I was the easiei to 
persuade tn^self of the tiuth of such a doctiine as 
this when it was so much lor inv ease and for the 
repose of my mind to have it lx; so — 

“ In thing's we wisl , ’t is edsy to de( eive , 

What wt would have, we wilhiigl} believe ” 

Besides, I had no casuists to lesolve this doubt, 
the same devil that put this into my head bade me 
go to am of the Romish tleigy, and, under the pie- 
tence of confession, state the case exactly, and I 
should see thev would either resolve it to be no sin 
at all 01 absolve me upon the easiest peiiante This 
I had a strong inclination to ti\, but I know not 
what sciuple put me off of it, for I could iievei bung 
myself to like having to do with those piiests And 
though it was strange that I, who had thus prosti- 
tuted my chastilv and given up all sense of virtue 
in two such particulai cases, living a life of open 
adultciy, should sciuple anything, vet so it was I 
argued with mvself that I could not be a cheat in 
anything that w'as esteemed sacicd that I could 
not be of one opinion, and tlien pieteiid mvself to 
be of another, iioi could I go to confession, who 
knew nothing of the mannei of it, and should betiav 
myself to the pnest to be a Huguenot, and then 
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might come into trouble , but, iii short, though I 
was a whore, )et I wu- a Protestant whole, and could 
not act as if I was popish, upon an^ account what- 
soever 

But, I sav, I satisfied myself with the surprising 
occasion, that as it was all iiresistible, so it was all 
lawful , foi tliat Heaven would not siifl’er us to be 
punislied foi tli.it which it was not possible for us to 
avoid, and with these absindities I kept conscience 
fiuiii giving me any considerable distiiibance in all 
this matter , and I was as peifeitly easy as to the 
lawfulness of it as if I had been niarntd to the 
prince and had had no othei husband so possible 
IS it for us to lull ourselves up in wickedness, till we 
grow invulneiable by conscience , and that sentinel, 
once dozed, sleeps fast, not to he awakened while the 
tide of pleasure continues to flow, oi till soiiiething 
dark and dreadful bungs us to ouiselves agani 

I have, I confess, wondered at the stupidily that 
niv intellectual pact was under all that while , what 
lethargic fumes do/ed the soul , and how was it 
possible that I, who in the case before, where the 
temptation was iii.iiiv wavs more forcible and the 
.iigunients stiongei and moic irresistible, was yet 
inidei a contnnied inquietude on account of the 
wicked life I led, could now live in the most pio- 
louiid traiiquillitv and with an uiiinteriupted peace, 
nay, even using up to satisfaction and joy, and yet 
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111 a more palpable state of adultei v than before , 
for befoi'e, ray gentleman, who tailed me wife, bad 
the pretence of liis wife being paited flora him, 
refusing to do the diit^ of hei oflite as a w ife to him 
As foi me, ray tirtinnstantes weic the same , but as 
for the pnnee, as he had i fine and extiaoidinary 
lad\ , oi princess, of Ills own, so he bad had two 
or three mistresses more besides me, and made no 
scruple of it at all 

Howevei, I sa\, as to ra\ own pait, I enjoyed my- 
self in pcrtoct tianquillity , and as the pnnee was 
the only deity I woi shipped, so I was leallv his 
idol, and lioweiei it was with bis piincess, I assure 
you his other mistresses found a sensible difference, 
and though they could ne\ei find me out, yet I had 
good intelligcnte that they guessed seii well that 
their loid had got some new facouiite that lobbed 
them of his companv, and, ptihajis, of some of his 
usual bounty too And now 1 must mention the 
saciifices he made to his idol, and the\ were not a 
few, I assuie you 

As he loved hke a prince, so he rewarded like a 
pniKe , foi though he declined my making a fignie, 
as aboye, he let me see that he w is abosc doing it 
foi the saving the expense of it and so he told 
me, and that he would make it up iii othci things 
Fust of all, he sent me a toilc-t, with .ill the appui- 
tenances of silvei, even so miali .is the f'anie of the 
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table , and then foi the liouse, he gave me the table, 
til sideboaid of plate, I iiieiitioned above, vvith all 
things belonging to it of massy silvci , so that, in 
short, I could not foi iny life study to ask him for 
anything of plate yvhith I had not 

He (ould, then, attommodate me in nothing more 
but jewels and clothes, oi money foi elothes He 
sent his gentleiiian to the mcicei's, and bought me 
a suit, oi whole piece-, of the linesi biotaded silk, 
figuied with gold, and .inothei with sibei, and 
anothei of tiniison, so that I had thiee suits of 
clothes, sueh as the Queen of Fiance would not have 
disdained to liavc woin at that time Vet I went 
out nowhere , but as those wcie foi me to put on 
when I went out of mouiiimg, 1 dressed myself in 
them, one after anothei, always when his Highness 
eaiiic to see me 

I had no less than fiye several moniing dresses be- 
sides these, so that I need nevei be seen twice in the 
same dress, to these he added several pareels of fine 
linen and of \aee, so iiiiieh that I had no room to ask 
for moie, oi, indeed, foi so mueh 

I took the libeity once, in our freedoms, to tell 
him he was too bountiful, and that I was too charge- 
able to him foi a mistiess and that I would be his 
faithful servant at less expense to him , and that he 
not only left me no room to ask him foi anything, 
but that he supplied me with sueh a profusion of 
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good things lhat I could scarce ucai them, oi use 
them, uuless I kept a gicat ecjuipage, which, he 
knew, was no way conceiiieiit for him oi for me 
He smiled, and took me in his aims, and told me he 
was resoUed, while I was his, I should iiecer be able 
to ask him foi anything, but that he would be daily 
asking new favours of me 

Aftei we w'ere up (for this conference was in bed), 
he desiied I would diess me in the best suit of clothes 
I had It was a dav oi two after the three suits were 
made and brought licinie I told him, it he pleased, 
I would rathei chess me in that suit which I knew he 
liked best He asked me how I could know which 
he would like best bc‘fcire he had seen them I told 
him I would presume for once to guess at his fancy 
by my own, so I went aw, ay and dressed me in the 
second suit, brocaded with silver, and returned in 
full dress, with a suit of laoc Upon my head, which 
would have been worth in England two hundred 
pounds steiling , and I was ever) wav set out as well 
as Amy could diCss me, who was a very genteel 
dresser too In this figure I came to him, out of my 
dressing-room, which opened with folding-doors into 
his bed-chamber 

He sat as one astonished a good while, looking at 
me, without speaking a word, till I eaiiic quite up to 
him, kneeled on one knee to him, and almost, whether 
he would oi no, kissed his hand He took me up, 
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and stood up himself, but « as surprised uheii, taking 
me in his arms, he perceived teais to run down my 
cheeks “My deni,” sii^s he aloud, “what mean 
these tears ? ” “My loid,” said I, after some little 
check, foi I could not speak piesently, “I beseech 
you to believe me, the, aic not teais of soriow, but 
teais of jo\ It IS impossible for me to sec myself 
snatched fiom the misery I was fallen into, and at 
once to be in the aims of a piince of such goodness, 
sUch immense bouiitv, and be treated m such a 
mannei , it is not possible, ni\ lord,” said I, “ to 
contain the satisfaction of it, and it will break out 
in an excess iii some measure pioportioned to your 
immense bounty, and to the affection which your 
Highness tieats me with, who am so infinitely below 
you ” 

It would look a little too much like a romance 
here to lepeat all the kind things he said to me on 
that occasion, hut I can’t omit one passage As he 
saw the tears diop down my cheek, he pulls out a 
fine cambric handkei chief, cud was going to wipe the 
tears off, but eheckc‘d his hand as if he was afiaid to 
deface something , I say, he checked his hand, and 
tossed the haiidkei chief to me to do it myself I 
took the hint im mediately, and with a kind of 
pleasant disdain, “How, my lord,” said I, “have 
you kissed me so often, and don t you know whethei 
I am painted oi not r I’lay let youi Highness satisfy 
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yout>elf that you have no cheats put upon you , for 
once let me be vain enough to say I have not de- 
ceived you with false colon I's ” With this I put a 
hatidkenhief into his hand, and taking his hand into 
mine, I made linn wijie iny face so hard that he was 
unwilling to do it, for fear of hurting me 

He appealed suipiiscd inoie than ever, and swore, 
which was the first time that I had licaid him sweai 
fiom my lust knowing him, that he could not have 
believed there was aii\ such skin without paint in the 
woild “Well, my lord,” said I, “voui Highness 
shall have a furthei demoiistrition than this, as to 
that which you arc pleased loatcept (oi licauty, that 
it is the mere work of iiatuie,” and with that I 
stepped to the dooi and lung a hlllc bell foi my 
woman Amy, and bade hei bung me a (up full of 
hot vvatei, whidi she did , and when it was come, I 
desired his Highness to feel if it was waini, which he 
did, and I imniediaUlv washed inv fate ,dl over with 
it befoie him This was, indeed, moie than satis- 
faction, that Is to say, than bdieviiig, foi it was an 
undeniable denioristiation, and he kissed my cheeks 
and breasts a thousand times, with expiessions of 
the gieatest sui prise imaginable 

Nor was I a veiy indifleieiit figuie as to shape, 
though I had had two childieii bv my gentleman, 
and SIX by' iny true husband, I say I was no despis- 
able shape, and my pi nice (I must be allowed the 
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\amty to tall him so) was taking his view of me as I 
walked fi om one end of the room to the other At 
last he leads me to the dai kest part of the room, 
and standing behind mt, bade me hold up iny head, 
when, putting both his hands round my iietk, ns if 
he was spanning my neck to see how small it was, 
for it was long and small, he held my neck so long 
and so hard in his hand that I complained he hint 
me a little What hi did it foi I knew not, noi 
had I the least suspuion but that he was span- 
inng my neck, but when I said he hint me, he 
seemed to let go, .nid in half a minute inoie led me 
to a piei -glass, and behold I saw my neck clasped 
with a tine necklace ot diamonds, wheieas I felt no 
inoie what he was doing than if he liad leally done 
nothing at all, iioi did I suspect it in the least If 
I had an ounce ot blood in me that did not fly up 
into inv face, neck, and breasts, it nnist be fiom 
some Intel 1 option in the \essels I was all on fiie 
with the sight, and began to woiidei what it was 
that was coming to me 

Howecei, to let him seeth.it I was not uiuiualified 
to receive benefits, I turned about My loid,’’’’ says 
I, “youi Highness is lesolved to connuei, by your 
bounty, the veiy giatdude of your soiv.ints , you 
will leave no loom foi <iii\ thing but thanks, and 
make those thanks useless too, by then bearing no 
proportion to the occasion” 
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“I love, thild,” says he, “to see e\eu thing suit- 
able A fine gown and petticoaf, a fine liioed he.id, 
a fine faee and neck, and no necklace, would not 
have made the object perfect But why that blush, 
mj dear’'” says the prince “My lord,” said I, 
“ all your gifts call for blushes, but, above all, I 
hliish to receive what I am so ill able to ineiit, and 
may become so ill also ” 

Thus far I am a standing mark of the weakness of 
great men in then vice, that caluc not s(|ii,indenng 
away immense wealth upon the most woithless crea- 
tures, or, to sum it up in a word, they raise the 
value of the object which they pretend to pitch upon 
by their fancy, I say, raise the yaluc of it at their 
own expense, gne vast presents for a ruinous favour, 
which is so fai from being e(|unl to the piice that 
nothing will at last prove more absuid than the cost 
men aie at to purchase their own destiuction 

I could. not. 111 the height of all this fine doings 
— I say, I could not lie without some just leflection, 
though conscience was, os I said, dumb, as to any 
distuibance it gave me m my wickedness My 
vanity was fed up to such a height that I had no 
room to give way to such leflections But I could 
not hut sometimes look back with astonishment at 
the folly of men of quality, who, immense in then 
bounty ns in their wealth, give to a profusion and 
w ithout bounds to the most scandalous of our sex 
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for grantitif; them the liberty of abusing themselves 
and ruining both 

I, that knew what this carcase of mine had been 
but a few yeais befoie, how ovei whelmed with g"<-f, 
drowned m teaia, fiighteiied with the piospect of 
beggary, and suirounded with lags and fatherless 
children , that was pawning and selling the rags 
that covered me foi a diriiiei, and sat on the ground 
despairing of help and expecting to he staived, till 
niy children were snatched from me to be kept by 
the parish , I, that was after this a whoie foi bread, 
and, abandoning conscience and iirtiic, lived with 
anothei woman’s liusband 1, that was desjnsed by 
all my lelations, and m) husband's too , I, that was 
left so entirely desolate, fiieiidless, and helpless that 
I knew not how to get the least help to keep me 
fiom starving • — that I should be caicssed by a 
prince, for the honoui of having the scandalous use 
of mv prostituted body, common before to his in- 
feiiois, and peiliaps would not have denied one of 
his lootmeii but a little while before, if I could have 
got my biead by it 

I say, I could not but reflect upon the biiitality 
and blindness of iiMiikind that because nature had 
given me a good skin and some agreeable features, 
should suffer that beaiitv to be such a bait to appe- 
tite as to do such sordid, unaccountable things to 
obtain the possession of it 
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It IS for tins reason that I ha\e so laigely set 
down the pnititulars of the eaiesses I was treated 
with by the jeweller, and also hy this pnnee , not 
to make the story an ineentne to the Mce, which 
I am now siieh a soiTowful penitent foi being guilty 
of (God forbid atu should make so vile a use of so 
good a design), hut to draw the just picture of a 
man enslaced to the rage of tiis iicious appetite, 
how he defaces the image of God in his soul, de- 
thiones his leason, causes conscience to abdicate the 
possession, and exalts sense into the saiant thione , 
how he deposes the man and exalts the hiute 

Oh ' could we hear the lepioadics this great man 
afterwards loaded himself with when he giew weary 
of this admiied creatine, and became suk of his 
Mce, how piofitable would the rcpoit of them be to 
the readei of this stoiv ' But had he hiiiisclf also 
known the duty history of m\ actings upon the 
stage of life that little time I had been in 1hc world, 
how much more sevcie would those lepioaches have 
been ujain himself' But I shall come to this again 
I lived 111 this gay soit of letnement almost thiee 
yeais, in which time no amoui of suih a kind, sure, 
was evei can led up so high 'J'he pi mce knew no 
bounds to his munificence, he could give me nothing, 
cither for my weaiing, oi using, or eating, oi drink- 
ing, moie than he had done fioin the beginning 
His piesents weie after that in gold, and very fre- 
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qaent and large, often a bundled pistoles, never less 
than fifty at a time , and I must do myself the 
justice that I seemed rather backward to receive 
than craving and enci caching Not that I had not 
an avaricious temper, noi was it that I did not fore- 
see that this was my harvest, in which I was to 
gathei up, and that it would not last long, but it 
was that really his bounty always antiiipatcd my 
expectations, and even m\ wishes, and he gave me 
money so fast that he rathei poured it in upon me 
than left me room to ask it , so that, befoie I could 
spend fifty pistoles, I had always a bundled to make 
it up 

After I had been near a yeai and a half in his 
arms as above, or thereabouts, I proved with child 
1 did not take any notice of it to him till I was 
satisfied that I was not deceived , when one morning 
eaily, when we were in bed together, I said to him, 
“My lord, I doubt >oiii Highness never gives youi- 
self leave to think what the case should be if I should 
have the honour to be with child by \ou ” “ Why, 

my dear,” says he, “ we aic able to keep it if such a 
thing should happen , I hope vou arc not concerned 
about that” “No, iny loid,” said I, “I should 
think myself veiy happy if I could bring youi High- 
ness a son , I shocild hope to see him a lieutenant- 
general of the king’s armies by the interest of his 
father, and by his own merit” “Assure vouiself, 
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child," savs he, “ if it should be so, I mil not lefuse 
owning him for my son, though it be, as they tall 
it, a natural son , and shall nevei slight or neglect 
him, for the sake of his mother” Then he began to 
importune me to know if it was so, but I positively 
denied it so long, till at last I was able to give him 
the satisfaction of knowing it himself by the motion 
of the child within me 

He professed himself overjoyed at the discovery, 
hut told me that now it was absolutely necessary foi 
me to quit the confinement which, he said, I had 
siiffeied for his sake, and to take a house somcwheie 
in the country, in oiclei for health as well as foi 
piivacy, against my h ing-in This w.is cpiite out of 
my way , but the piince, who was a man of pleasme, 
had, it seems, seveial letieats ot this kind, which he 
had, made use of, I suppose, upon like occasions 
And so, leaving it, ns it wcie, to his gentleman, he 
provided a vciy convenient house, about four miles 

south of Pans, at the village of , wheie I had 

veiy agreeable lodgings, good gaidcns. and all things 
very easy to my content Hot one thing did not 
please meat all, vir , th.at an old woman was pro- 
vided, and put into the house to furnish everything 
necessary to my Iving-in, and to assist at mv tiavail 

I did not like this old vvoman at all , she looked 
so like a spy upon me, oi (as sometimes I was 
fnghted to imagine) like one set piivately to de- 
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spatch me out of the woild, as might best suit with 
the cirtumstante of my lying-in And when his 
Highness came the next time to sec me, which was 
not many days, I expostulated a little on the subject 
of the old woman , and bv the management of my 
tongue, as well as b\ the stiength of leasoning, I 
convinced him that it would not be at all conven- 
ient , that it would be the greater iisk on his s>de , 
and at hrst or last it would certainlv expose him and 
me also I assuied him that my sen ant, being an 
English woman, nevoi knew to that hour who his 
Highness was, that I always called him the Count 
de Clerac, and that she knew nothing else of him, 
noi cvei should , that if he would give me leave to 
choose proper persons for my use, it should be so 
oideied that not one of them should know who be 
was, or perhaps evei see his face, and that, for the 
lealitv of the child that should bt boin, his High- 
ness, who had alone been at the fiist of it, should, if 
he pleased, be piesciit in the room all the time, so 
that he would need no witnesses on that account 
This disc'ouise fully s.atishcd him, so that he 
oidered his gentleman to dismiss the old woman the 
same day , and without any difficulty I sent my 
maid Amy to Calais, and thence to Dovei, where 
she got an English midwife and an English nurse to 
come over on pin pose to attend .an English lady of 
quality, as they stvledme, foi four months certain 
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The midwife, Amy had agreed to pav a hundred 
guineas to, and bear her chaiges to Pans, and back 
again to Dovei The poor woman that was to be 
my nurse had twenby pounds, and the same terms for 
eharges as the other 

I was very easy when Amy returned, and the moie 
because she bi ought with the midwife a good 
motherly sort of woman, who was to be her assistant, 
and would be \ ery helpful on occasion , and bespoke 
a man midwife at Pans too, if there should be any 
necessity for his help Having thus made piovision 
foi everything, the Count, for so we all called him 
in public, tame as often to sec me as I could expect, 
and continued exceeding kind, as he had always 
been One day, coinersing together upon the sub- 
ject of iny being with diild. I told him how all 
things were in oidei, but that I had a strange ap- 
prehension that I should die with that child He 
smiled “So all the ladies say, my deal,” says be, 
“when they aie with child” “Well, howeiei, mv 
loid,” said I, “it IS but just that care should be 
taken that what you base bestowed in your excess 
of liounty upon me should not be lost , ” and upon 
this I pulled a papei out of iiiy bosom, folded up, 
but not sealed, .ind I lead it to him, whciciii I had 
left Older tiiat all the plate and jewels and fine fui- 
intuie which Ins Highness had giicn me should be 
lestored to him by my women, and the keys be 
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immediately delivered to his gentleman in case of 
disaster 

Then I recommended my woman, Amy, to his 
favoui for a hundred pistoles, on condition she gave 
the keys up as above to his gentleman, and his 
gentleman’s receipt for them When he Saw this, 
“My dear child,” said he, and took me in his arms, 
“what' have you been making voui will and dis- 
posing of vour effects ? Piav, who do vou make 
your univeisal heir''” “So far as to do justice to 
jour Highness, in case of moitality, I have, my 
lord,” said I. “and who should I dispose the valu- 
able things to, which I have had from youi hand as 
pledges of your favour and testimonies of youi 
bounty, but to the givei of them ^ If the child 
should live, your Highness will, I don’t question, act 
like yourself in that part, and I shall have the ut- 
most satisfaction that it will be well used by your 
direction ” 

I could see he took this very well “I have for- 
saken all the ladies in Fans,” says he. “ foi you, and 
I have lived every day since I knew you to see that 
you know how to meiit all that a man of honovii can 
do for you Be easy, child . 1 hope you shall not 
die, and all you have is your own, to dc what with 
it you please ” 

I was then within about two months of my time, 
and that soon wore off When I found my time 
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was come, it fell out vcrj liiippih that he was in 
the house, and I entreated he would lontinue a few 
hours in the housi, which he ngieed to They called 
his Ilighiuvs to come into the lOom, if he pleased, 
as I had offered and as I desiied him . and I sent 
word I would make as few cues as possible to pie- 
vent distuibing him He came into the loom once, 
and called to me to lie of good courage, it would 
soon be ovci, and then he withdrew again, and m 
about half-an-houi moie Ann earned him the news 
that I was dclneicd, and had hroiiglit him a charm- 
ing hov He gace hci ten pistoles foi her news, 
stayed till they had adjusted things about me, and 
then came into the room again, cheiied me and 
spoke kindly to me, and looked on the child, then 
withdrew, and came again the next day to \isit me 
Since this, and when I have looked back upon 
these things with eyes unpossessed with ciiiiic, whin 
the wicked pail lias appealed in its cleaici light and 
I have seen it ni its own naliiial coloins, when no 
men e blinded with the ghtleiiiig apptaiances wliuh 
at that time deluded me, mid as iii like cases, it I 
ma\ guess at otheis hv invself, loo much possessed 
the mind , I say, since this I hive often woiidind 
with what pleasuie oi satisfaction the pi nice could 
look upon the poor iiinoceiil infant, w liu li, thougli 
his own, and that he imght tli.it way liaye some 
attachment in his affections to it, yet must always 
[ 116 ] 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 

afterwards be a remembrancer to bim of his most 
early crime, and, which was worse, must bear upon 
itself, unmeiited, an eternal iiiaik of infamy, which 
should be spoken of, upon all occasions, to its le- 
proach, from the folly of its father and wickedness 
of its mothei 

Gieat men are indeed delivered from the burthen 
of then natuial children, oi bnstaids, as to their 
maintenance 'I'his is the main affliction in othei 
cases, where theie is not substance sufficient without 
bieaking into the fortunes of the family In those 
cases eithei a man s legitimate children suffei, which 
IS veiy unnatural, oi the unfortunate inothei of that 
illegitimate hiith has a dieadful affliction, either of 
being turned oft with lici child, and be left to starve, 
Kc , or of seeing the pool infant packed oft' with a 
piece of inoiiey to those shc-hutchers who take 
childien off then hands, as ’t is called, that is to 
sav, staive them, and, in a woid, muider them 

Great men, I sav, are delneied from tins burthen, 
because they aie always fuinished to supply the ex- 
pense of their out-of-the-way oftspiing, by making 
little assignments upon tlie Hank of Lyons oi the 
townhouse of Fans, and settling those sums, to be 
received foi the maintenance of such expense as they 
see cause 

Thus, 111 the case of this cliild of mine, while he 
and I conveised, there was no need to make any 
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appointment a.s an appanage or maintcnanre for the 
child oi its nuisc (oi he supplied me more than 
Nuffiiiently lor all those things, but Afterwaids, 
when tune, and a jmiticulai cirtiimstance, put an 
mil to our conveising logether(as such things al«avs 
meet with a j)eiKKl,aiid geiieinlly hreaU off abruptly), 
T say, after that, I found he appointed the children 
a settled alloiiancc, by an assignment of annual rent 
upon the. Hank of Iaoiis, which was sufficient foi 
bunging them handsomeU, though privately, up in 
the woilcl and that not in a in.iiiner unworthy of 
their father’s bloial, though I laiiie to be sunk and 
forgotten ni the ease, nor did the childien ever 
know anything of then mother to this day, other 
than as vou may have an account hereafter 

But to look hack to the pai tuiilai observation I 
vs as making, which I hope ma\ be of use to those 
who read my stoiy, I say it was something wonder- 
ful to me to see this fjcrson so exceedingly delighted 
at the birth of this child, and so phased with it , for 
he would sit and look at it, mid with an air of seri- 
ousness sonictiiiies a great while together, and par- 
ticulaily, I obsci ved, he loved to look at it when it 
was aslevp 

It was indeed a lovely, chariiiiiig child, and had a 
certain vivacity in its counteiiaiieo that is far from 
being (oininon to all childien so young , and he 
would often say to me that he tjelieved there was 
[118 1 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 

something extraoidinary in the child, and he did 
not doubt but he would come to be a great man 
I could never hear him say so, but though secretly 
it pleased me, yet it so closely, touched me anothei 
way that I could not refiain sighing, and sometimes 
teals, and one time in paiticulnr it so affected me 
that I could not conceal it fiom him , but when he 
saw tears run clown iny face, there wns no concealing 
the occasion fioiii him , he was too importunate to 
be denied in a thing of that moment , so I frankly 
aiisweied, “ It sensibly affects me, my lord,” said I, 
“that, wliatevei the mcnt of this little cieatuie niav 
he, he must always have a bend on his arms The 
disaster of his biith will be always, not a blot only 
to his honoui, but a bar to his foi tunes in the woild 
Oui affection will be c\ci his afHictioii, and his 
mothci’s Clinic he the son’s lepiOiieh The blot can 
iievei be wiped out by the most glorious action , 
nay, if it lives to laise a family,” said I, “ the infamy 
must descend even to its innocent posterity ” 

He took the tliought, and sometimes told me 
afterwards tliat it made a deeper iiiipiession on him 
than he discoveied to me at that time , but foi the 
pieseiit he put it oft witli telling me these things 
could not lie helped , that they seised foi a spur to 
the spirits of brave men, iiispiied them with the 
piiiiciples of gallantly, and piompted them to brase 
actions, that though it might be tine that the 
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mention of illegitunac\ might attend the name, jet 
that jmrsonal mi tue placed a man of honour above 
the lepioadi of his biith, that, as he had no share 
in the ott'eiiLe, he would have no concein at the 
blot, when, having bj his own merit placed himself 
out of the leacli of scciiidal, his fame should drown 
the nieniorv of Ins lagiiining. that as it was usual 
for men of cpiality to inaLe such little escapes, so 
file mniihei of tlieii iiatuial children vvcic so great, 
and they geiierallv took such good care of their 
education, that some of the greatest men in the 
world had a Imiid in their loats-of-arms, and that 
it was of no consequence to them, especinllv when 
their fame began to use upon flie basis of their 
aiquired merit, and ujxm this he lagan to leikon 
up to me some of tlie gieatesl families in Fiance 
and 111 England also 

This lamed oft' oiir d, onise foi a time but I 
went faither with him once, iciiioviiig the discourse 
fiom the part attending oui children to the reproach 
which those children would lx. apt to throw ujioii 
us, then oiigiiials, and when -.peaking a little too 
feelingly on the subject, he began to receive the 
inipiession a little deepei than 1 wished he had 
done ,kt last he told me I liad almost acted tlie 
confessor to linn . that I iniglil, jierhaps, pieach a 
inoie dangeious doc time to him than we should 
eithei of us like, oi than I was aware of “ For, my 
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dear," says he, “if once «e come to iiilk of repent- 
ance we must talk of paiting" 

If tears weie m my e\es before, they flowed too 
fast now to be lestrained, and I gave him but too 
much satisfaction by my looks that I had yet no le- 
flections upon my mind strong enough to go that 
length, and that I could no more think of parting 
than he could 

He said a great man\ kind things, which were 
gie.it, like himself, and, extenuating our crime, inti- 
mated to me that he could no moic part with me 
than I could with him , so we both, as I may say, 
e\en ag.iinst our light and against our conviction, 
concluded to sin on , indeed, his aflection to the 
child was one great tie to him, foi he was extremely 
fond of it 

The child Ined to be a consideiable man He 
was fiist an officei of the Garde du Corpi of France, 
and afterwaids colonel of a regiment of dragoons in 
Italy, and on many extrnordinarv occasions showed 
that he was not unworthy such .i father, but many 
ways desei viiig a legitimate birth and a better 
mothei , of winch hereafter 

I think I may say now that I lived indeed like 
a queen , or, if you will have me confess that my 
condition had still the lepioach of a whore, 1 may 
say I was, suie, the cjiieeii of whores, for no woman 
was ever moie valued in more c.iresscd by a person 
[121 ] 



THE LIFE OF H OXANA 

of such quality orilv iii the station of a mistress 1 
liad, indcH'd, one defiiieiity which women in such 
circuiiistarKi-s seldom are chaigeable with, namelj, I 
craved nothiiiff of him, I never asked him foi anv- 
thing in my life, nor suffered invsclf to be made use 
of, as IS too much the custom of unstresses, to ask 
favours foi otbeis His bounty alwavs prevented 
till in the fiisl, and iiiv stmt tontealina myself in 
the last, vvhith was no less to iny coiivenienie than 
Ins 

The only favour I ever asked of him was for his 
gentleman, who he had all along entrusted with the 
secret of oui affan, and who h.ul oiue so iiiueh 
offciuled him bv some omissions m his ehilv that he 
found it veiy haul to make his peai e He came and 
laid Ills ease betoie in\ wonian kniv. and begged her 
to speak to me to iiileutdt foi him, which I did, and 
on IIIV account he was leceived again and pardoned, 
toi which the giatcful dog icqiiiled me bv getting to 
beil to his lieiiefac tiess, Ann , at wliah I was very 
luigiv But Aiiiv gciieioiislv acknowledged that it 
was hci fault as much as his, that she loved the 
fedlow so iiicuh that she believed if he had not asked 
hei she should have iskcd him I sav, this paiiticd 
me, and I only obtanud of hei that she should not 
let hmi know that I mu w it 

I might have inteispcised this pait of mystery 
with a gieat iiiaiiv pleas.uit parts and discourses 
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which happened between iiiy maid Amy and I, but 
I omit them on account of my own stoiv, which has 
lieen so cxtraordinai v However, I must mention 
something as to Amy and hei gentleman 

I iiKjuired of Amv ujion what teims they came to 
1)0 so intimate, but Am\ seemed backward to exjilain 
herself I did not care to pi ess hei upon a cjiiestioii 
of that iiatuie, knowing that she might have an- 
swered niy (|UCstion with a (jnestion, and have said, 
“Why, liow did I and the jniiice come to be so 
intniiaft ? " So I left ofl faithei iii(|iiiring into if, 
fill, aftei some time, she told it mi' all fu'cly of 
hci own accoid, which, to cut it slioit, amoiiiited 
to no iiiciie ttiaii this, that, like mistress like maid, 
as they had many leisure hocus together below, 
cihile they w.uted lespcttiyely when liis lord and I 
were togethei aboyt, I say, they could baldly ayoicl 
the Usual ciuestion one to uiothei, namely, why 
might not they do the same thing below that we 
did aboNe'^ 

On that acooniit, indeed, as I said above, I could 
not find in my hcait to be angiy with Amy I was, 
indeed, afiaid the giil would base been with child 
too, but that did not happen, and so theic was no 
huit done, foi Amy had been hanselled before, a.s 
well as lii'i unstress, and by the same pnity too, 
as you ha\e heaid 

After I was up again, and my child provided with 
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a good nurse, ind, witha?, «iiitei roining on, it was 
proper to think of coming to Paris again, which I 
(lid , but us I li.id now a coach and hoises, and some 
servants to attend me, by my loid s allowance, I took 
the liberty to have them tome to Pans sometimes, 
and so to take a tour into thegaiden of the Tiiileries 
and the other plcasar,t places of the city It hap- 
pened one dav tli.it my piinte (it I inav (all him so) 
had a mind to give me some diversion, and to take 
the an with me, lint, that he might do it and not 
be publulv known, ho tomes to me in a lo.uh of the 

Count de , a great olhcei of the loint, attended 

hy his liveiics also so that, in a woid, it was im- 
[lossihle to guess by the eijinpage who I was oi who 
I Ix'longed to, also, that 1 might be the moie 
eflettually tonccaled, he ordentd me to he taken up 
at a mantua-maker's house, wlieie he sometimes 
(ame, whetiiei upon otiitr nmouis oi not was no 
hiisiiiess ot mine to iiupiire I knew nothing whithei 
he intended to laiiv mi , but wlicn he was in the 
(oaih with me, he told ok he li.id ordeied his sei- 
vaiits to go to eoint with me, and he would show me 
some of the month I told him I cared not 

wheie I went while 1 had the tionoui to have him 
with me So he laiiied me to the fine palace of 
Meudon. wheie the Dauphin then was, and wheie 
he had some paitnului intmiaev with one of the 
Diuipliin's doiiii sties, who picxuicd a letreat for me 
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in his lodgings while we stayed there, which was 
three or four da^s 

While I was there the king happened to come 
thither fiom Veisailles, and making hut a short staj, 
visited Madame the Hauphiness, who was then h\- 
ing The piince was heie incognito, only because 
of his being with me, and theiefore, when he heaid 
that the king was in the gardens, he kept close 
within the lodgings, but the gentleman in whose 
lodgings we weie, with his lady and sec rial others, 
went out to see the king, and I had tin lionour to be 
asked to go with tlieni 

After we had seen the king, who did not stay 
long in the gardens, we walked up the bioad teirace, 
and ciossing the hall towaids the gn^at staircase, 
I had a sight which confouiiclcd me at once, as I 
doubt not it would have done to anv woman in the 
world The horse guaids, oi what they call time 
the gens d 'mines, had, ujioii some occasion, been 
either upon duty or been leviewed, oi something (I 
did not undeistand that pnit) was the inattcn that 
occasioned their being theie, I know not what, but, 
walking in the guard-chamber, and with his jack- 
boots oil, and the whole habit of the troop, as it is 
worn when our hoise guards aie upon duty, as they 
call it, at St James’s l*aik , I say, there, to my 

iriexpiessible confusion, I saw Mr , niy fust 

husband, tbe brewti 
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I roiilcl not Ik doient’d , I jMssrd so near him that 
I nlinost In nshcd him «itli in\ ilothes, mid looked 
him full in the face, but liaMiif; mv fan before mv 
hue, so that he eould not know me However, I 
knew him jKrfe(ll\ will, and 1 heaid him speak, 
whidi was H second wav ot knowing linn Besides 
being, \ou iiiai he suie, astonished and surpiised at 
suih a Sight, I tinned about aftei I had passed him 
some steps, and pietending to ask tlie lady that was 
with me some iinistions, 1 stood is if I had \iewed 
the great hall, the outii giuud-ihanibii , and some 
things, but I did it to taki a full Mew of his diess, 
tliat I might taitlid mfoini niisilf 

While I stood tliiis amusing the lad) that was 
witli me with questions, he w ilkcd, talking with 
another man of the same clotli, buck again, just by 
me, and to my paituular satisfai tion, or dissatis- 
faction — take it winch way you will — I heard 
him speak English, the other being, it seems, an 
Eiiglislnnaii 

I tlien asked the laclv some othei questions 
“Bias, madiun,” sa\s I, “what are these troopei-s 
lieic Aio the\ the king's guards ‘No,” sa\s 
she, “they aie the gtns (Fmims , a small detadi- 
ment of them, I suppose, attended the king to-dni, 
but tliev aie not Ins Mu)esty’s ordmaiv guard” 
Anotliei lady that was witli her said, “No, madam, 
it seems that is not the case, for I heaid them say- 
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mg the gens (Tarmr^ wcie here to-daj by special 
order, some of them being to maich towards the 
Ithine, and these attend for orders , but they go 
back to-morrow to ()i leans, wlieie they are expected ” 

This satisfied me in part, but I found means aftei 
this to inquiie whose paituulai tioop it was that 
the gentlemen that were here belonged to, and with 
that I heard they would all be at Pans the week 
after 

Two da^s nftei this we retuined foi Paris, when 
I took occasion to speak to iny loid, tliat I heaid 
the gens (Farmes were to be in the cits the next 
week, and that I should he thainied with seeing 
them march if they came in a body lie was so 
obliging in such things that I need but just name 
a thing of that kind and it was done, so he oideied 
his gentleman (I sliould now tall him Aiii>’s gentle- 
man) to get me a place in a ceitam house, where I 
might see them inarch 

As he did not appear with me on this occasion, 
so I had the liberty of taking iny woman Amy with 
me, and stood wheie we were very well acKiinniodatcd 
for the obsei v'ntion which I w.is to make I told 
Amy whnt I had seen, and she was as foiwaid to 
make the discoieii as I was to haie hei, and almost 
ns much surprised at the thing itself In a word, 
the gem (Farmes entered the city, as w,is expected, 
and made a most glorious show indeed, being new 
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clothed mid nimed, and lieine to h.ne tlieii stand- 
ard-. hle-ised b\ the Arelibishop of I’.iris On this 
occasion tin \ indeed looked ici\ gav and as they 
maichc-d \(.c leisiirelv, I had tune to take as critical 
a Slew and make as nice a scauh among them as I 
pleased Here, in -a putniil.ii lank, eminent foi 
one monstious-si/cd man on the light, hcic, I sa>, 
I saw m\ gentleman again, and a ier\ liandsoine, 
|olly fellon lie was, as an\ in the lioop, though not 
so nionstioiis Luge as that gieat one I speak of, 
who, it seems, was, howesci, a gentle man of a good 
fiinillv III Gascon!, and was called the giant ot 
Gascon! 

It was a kind of a good foitnnc to iis, among the 
other cue nnistanccs of it, that something caused the 
tioops to halt 111 then inaich a little hefore that 
particuliu lank came light against th.it window 
which I stood 111, so that then we h.ad occasion to 
take oui full Mew of him .it a sni.ill dist.uicc, and so 
as not to doubt ot his being the s.ime person 

Ann, who thiuigbt she might, cm main acccnints, 
venture witli iiioie siifctv to be piiiticiilai than I 
could, asked hei gentleman bow .i paiticnl.u man, 
who she saw tlicic among the ^;i.s ifoiwics, might 
he inquiied aflei and found out, she h.niiig seen 
an Eiiglisbiiiiin i ichiig the le which w,n siipjioscd to 
be dead in England forseieial ve.us before she enme 
out of London and that liis wife had maiiied again 
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It Has a question the genhleiiiaii did not well under- 
stand how to aiisHci , but anothei peisoii that stood 
by told hei, if she would tell him tlie geiitleinairs 
name, he would eiulea%oui to iind him out foi hei, and 
asRed ]estin{fl\ if he was hei lo\ci ,Rin\ put that 
off with a laugh, but still continued lui inquiry, and 
in such a manner as the gentleman easily perceived 
she was in earnest, so lie left banteiing, and asked 
hei 111 what pait of the tioop he rode blie foolislilv 
told him his name, w^ncK she should not have done , 
and pointing to the c(»iiiet th it tioop caiiicd, which 
was not then quite out of sight, she let him easily 
know whcieabouts he lode, only she could not name 
the captun Ilowevei, he gave hei such diiections 
afterwaids that, in shoit, Amy who was an inde- 
fatigable gill, found him out It seems he had' not 
(hanged his name, not siijiposing any niquii\ would 
be made aftei him heie, hut, I say, Amy found him 
out, and went boIdU to his cjuaiteis, asked foi him, 
and he came out to hei imniedi.Ltelv 

I believe I was not moie (onfounded at my fiist 
seeing him at Meudon than he was at seeing Amy 
He started and turned pale as death Amy he- 
heved if he had seen hei at first, m any conven- 
ient place for so vdlainou,s a purpose, he would have 
murdered her 

But he stai ted, as I say above, and asked in Eng- 
lish, with an adiniiation, “ What aie you i" ” “ Sir,” 
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sa)-. “don’t )ou know int'’” “Yes,” says he, 
“ I knew you when you woie alivf , but what are you 
now '' — whether gliost oi suhstnnee I know not” 
“ Be not afi ud, sir, of that,” sa\s Amy , “I am tVie 
same Ann that I was in \oin service, and do not 
spt'ik to yon now fm any Imit, liut that I saw you 
attidentally yesterday iide amonir the soldieis, I 
thought you inigtit be glad to hear fiom your fiiends 
at London ” “ Well, Ann,” sa\s he then (having 

n little retovered himself), “Jiow does everybixly 
do ■' What' IS >0111 mistress heie'"” Thus they 
begun - -- 

Amy My niistiess, sn, alas' not the mistiess you 
mean , pool gentlewoman, \ou left her in a sad con- 
dition 

Gent Wh\ , tliat's tine, Ainv . but it tould not 
be helped, I was in a sad (ondition iiivself 

Amy 1 believe so, indeed, sn. oi else von had not 
gone nMa\ ns von did , foi it was a vci v terrible coii- 
ditioii you kit them all in, that 1 must say 
Gent M hat did tliev do after I was gone 
Amy Do sn ' Very niiserahlv, you may be sure 
How tould it he otlierwisc 

Gent AVell, that ’s tiiie indeed, but von may tell 
me, Ain>, wh.it bciiiineof them, if vou jilease , foi 
though I went so awa>, it was not beinuse I did not 
love them all vuv will, but het arise I could not bear 
t6 see the pov'eity that was coming upon them, and 
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whicVi it was not in mv powci to help What Lould 
I do '' 

Amy Nav, I l)elic\e so indeed , and I have lieaid 
my unstress sav many times she did not doubt but 
voui afflittion was as gieat as hers, almost, wherever 
you w ei e 

Gent Wliy, did she believe I was alive, then ? 
Amy Yes, sii , she alwavs said she believed you 
were alive, because she thought she sViould have 
heaid something of yon if voii had been dead 
Gent A3', ay , m> {veiplexitv was veiy gloat in- 
deed, 01 else I had iievci gone away 

Amy It was veiy citiel, though, to the pool ladv, 
sii, niy niistiess, she almost bioke her heait foi you 
at first, for feai of what might befall you, and at 
last because she could not hear fiom you 

Gent \las, Amy ' what could I do ^ Things 
weie diiven to the last extremity hefoie I went I 
could have done nothing but help staive them dl ifl 
had staved , and, besides, I could not bear to see it 
Am}) You know, sii, I can say little to what 
passed before, but I am a melancholv witness to the 
sad distresses of my poor iiiistiess ns long ns I stayed 
with hei, and which would giievc your heart to heai 
them 

[Heie she tells my whole story to the time that 
the parish took off one of my children, and which 
she perceived very much affected him , and he shook 
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his head, and said some things \erj bitter when he 
heard of ttic tiuelty of liis own relations to me ] 

Gent Ainv, I haie heard enough so far 

What did slit do aflei wards'* 

I can't gi\e \ou any faither account, sir, 
iiiv mistress would not let me staj with her any 
longer Slit said she tould neither pay me oi sub- 
sist me I told hei I would scive her without any 
wages, but I tould not live without victuals, you 
know, HO I was foiced to leave hii, poor ladv, sole 
against my will , and I heard aftcrwaids that the 
landlord seized hei goods, so she was, I suppose, 
turned Old of doois, foi as I vtcnl by the dooi, 
alrout a nioiith aflei, I saw the house shut up , and, 
about a foitnight aflei that, I lound theie wtie 
woikincn at woik, fitting il up, as I suppose, foi a 
new tenant Hut none of the ncigliboui s tould tell 
me what was betonie tif my [ititii iiiistiess, onlv Lli.it 
they said she w is so potii th.it it was iic\i to heg- 
ging, that some of (he neiglihoui ing gentlefolks hail 
relieved hci, or that eKe she must have staived 
Then she went on, and toll! him th.it .iftei tli.it 
they never heaitl any moie of (me) hci inistiess, but 
that she had been seen tune tn twite in the city 
very shabby and ptioi in clothes, and it was thought 
she worked with her needle for hei biead 

All this the |adc said with so much eunning, and 
managed and huinourtd it so well, and wiped her 
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ejes and ci ii'd lO aitifinally, that. he took it all a-s it 
was intended he should, and once or twice she saw 
tears in liis eyes too He told her it was a moving, 
melancholy stoi v, .uid it had almost litolle his heart 
at first, but that he was dinen to the last extiemity, 
and coulcT do nothing but stay and see them all 
starve, which he could not bear the thoughts of, 
but should have pistolled himself if any such thing 
had liappencd while he was tlieic, that he left (me) 
his wife all the iiioney he had in the world but F25, 
which was as little as ho could take with him to seek 
his foi tune in the world He could not doubt but 
that Ills icldtiniis, seeing tiie> weic all rich, would 
have taken the pooi childien off, and not let them 
come to tlie parisli , and that his wife was }ouiig 
and haridsoinc, and, he thought, might niaiiy again, 
peihaps, to hei advantage, and foi that very reason 
lie nevci wiote to hei oi let her know he was ahve, 
that she might in a ic.isoiiabic term of vears many, 
and peihaps iiiciul hci foituncs, that he resolved 
nevci to claim liei, because he should icjoice to bear 
that she Imcl settled to hei mind , and that he 
wished there had been a law made to enipowei a 
wonmii toniaii^ if hei husband was not hcaid of in 
so long a time, winch time, be thought, should not 
be above foni years, winch was long enough to send 
woid in to a wife cii family from any part of the 
world 
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Amy said she could say nothing to that but this, 
that she was satisfied her imstiess would marry no- 
body unless she had icilaiii intelligence that he had 
been dead from somebody that saw him bulled 
“ But, alas ' ■" sa^s Ann, “ m.V mistiess was ledueed 
to sueh dismal i in uiiistanees that nobody would be 
so foolish to Uniik of hei, unless it had been some- 
bodv to go <i begging with her ” 

Amy then, seeing hiiii so perfeelly deluded, made 
a long and lament ible outiry how she had been 
deluded away to many a pool footman “For he is 
no woise or bcttci,” savs she, “ tlioiigli he (alls hiin- 
st'lf a loid's geriflem III And licie,” s.iy s Amy, “ he 
liius (bagged me oyei into .i stiange (ountiy to make 
a beggai of me and*^heii she falls a-how ling again, 
and sniyelling, which, by the way, w.is all hypocrisy, 
but acted so to the life as peitectlv deiencdhim, 
and he gase eiitne ciedit to eneiy wind of it 

“ Why, Amy,” says he, “ you aic y ei y well dressed , 
you don’t look as if you weie in d.iiigei of being a 
liiggai ” ‘ Ay, hang ’em says Amy. “ tliey love 

1() liaie fine dotlas heie, if they haye iiesei a smoik 
nndei them But I loye to haye money in cash, 
lathei than a chcstfiil of fine clothes Besides, sir,” 
says she. “ most of the clothes 1 have were given me 
in the last place I had, whiyii I went away from my 
mistiess ” 

Upon the whole of the discourse, Amy got out of 
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him nhat condition he in and hotf he h\ed, upon 
]ic‘i promise to him that if e\er she came to England, 
and should see hei old mistiess, she should not let 
hei know that he was alue “Alas, sir sa3S Amy, 
“ I may npcei come to see England again as long o-s 
I live , and if I should, it would be ten thousand to 
one whethei I shall see in\ old niistiess, for how 
should I know which wn\ to look foi her, oi what 
pait of England ihe may be in ? — not I,” says she 
“ I don’t so much as know how to inquiie for her, 
and if I should,” sa\s Amy, “ ever be so happy as to 
see her. I would not do her so much mischief as 
to tell liei whete von weie, sii, unless she was in a 
condition to help heiself and vou too ” This farthei 
deluded him, and iiiade him cmtiiely open in his 
conveising with In i jVs to his own cm uinstances, 
he told hei she saw him in the highest pieterment 
he h.id .11 lived to, oi w.is cner Ide to .iiiive to. toi, 
having no fiiends oi n< i|uanitanee in Fiance, and, 
which vvas woisc. no inoncy, lie nevei exjiected to 
use, that he could have been made a lieutenant 
to a troop of light lioisc but the week before, by 
the favoui of an oflicer in the g’CHv (f'mmes who was 
his fiicnd, but that he must h.ive found eight thou- 
sand livies to liiive p.iid for it to the gentleman who 
possessed it, .and had It .we given him to sell “Hut 
where could I get eight thousand livies,” says he, 
“that have iicvei been master of five hundred 
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livres rcdfh t 7 ione\ at a time siin« I came into 
Fian< e ” 

“ Oh (leal, sii sBVs Amy, “ I am very sorry to 
hear you say so I famy if you once got up to some 
preferment, you would think of my old mistress 
again, and do something foi her Poor lady,” says 
Aniv, “ she wants it, to he sure ” and then she falls 
a-<iving again “It is a sad thing indeed,” says she, 
“that von should he so liaid put 1 o it for money, 
when von had got a fiiend to recommend vou, and 
should lose it foi w uit o( monev ” “ A\, so it was, 

Ainv, indeed,'' says he, “hut what tan a stranger 
do that has neither monev oi fiiends Here Amv 
puts 111 again on m\ attoinit “Well,” says ^he, 
“my [1001 uiistiess has li,ul the loss, though she 
knows nothing of it Oh deal' how liii|)py it would 
liave been ' 'I’o he sine, sii, vou would have helped 
hei all vou tould ’ “ Ai,” savs he, “Amv, so I 

would with all inv lieart, and even as I am, I would 
send hei some leluf, if I thought slie wanted it, only 
that then letting lici know I was alive might do her 
some pie)udice, in tasc eit he'r settling, or mairying 
any bod V 

“Alas,” savs Ann, “many' Who will many 
hci 111 the pool condition she is iii''” And so their 
diseouise ended foi that time 

All this was mere talk on lioth side's, and words 
of course, foi on farther inquiry, Amy found that 
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he had no such offer of a lieutenants connnission, or 
anything like it, and that he ranjbled m his di^!- 
course fiom one thing to another , but of that in its 
place 

You ma\ be suie that this discouise, as Amy at 
fiist related it, \v,is moving to the last degree upon 
me, and I vv.is once going to have sent him the eight 
thousand hues to puichase the commission he had 
spoken of, blit as I knew Ins chaiactei bettei than 
anybodv, I vvas willing to sea.ch a little faithei into 
it, and so I set Amy to inquire of some other of the 
troop, to SCO what charaitei iic had, and whether 
there was anything in the stoiy of a lieutenant’s 
commission or no 

But Amy soon came to a bettei undei standing of 
him, for she presently Icaint that he liad .i most 
sLOundiel chai.uter, that tlieie was nothing of 
weight 111 any thing he said, but that lie was, in 
short, a mcie shaipii, out that would stick at noth- 
ing to get money, and that theie was no depending 
on anything he said , and that moie esjiecially about 
the lieutenant's comnussion, she imdeistood that theie 
was nothing at all in it, but they told hei how he had 
often made use of that sham to lioi row money , and 
move gentlemen to pity him and lend liini money, 
in hopes to get him piefermeiit , that he had le- 
ported that he had a wife and hie children In Eng- 
land, who he maintained out of his pay, and by these 
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shifts had run into debt in several places, and upon 
several lomplaiiits for sudi things, he had been 
threatened to be turned out of the fft'nt cTarmes, 
and that, in slioit, lit «as not to be believed in any- 
thing he said, oi trusted on any atiouiit 

Upon this informal ion. Amy began to cool in ber 
fai ther meddling nilli him, and told me it was not 
safe for me to attempt doing him any good, unless I 
resolitd to jmt him upon suspuions and nujuiries 
which might be to mv luiii, in the condition I was 
now in 

I wn' soon confirmed in this part of his character, 
foi the next time that Amv tame to talk with him, 
he discovered himsedf moie eftectiiallv , foi, while 
she had put him in hope's of piocming one to ad- 
vance the monc'v foi the lieuttmint's comniiss'on for 
him upon easy conditions, he hi degiccs (hopped the 
discourse, then pietended it was too l.de, and that 
he could not get it, and then descended to ask pool 
Amy to lend him live hcindicd pistoles 

Amy pretendocl poveitv, that hei circumstances 
were but mean, and that slio could not laise such a 
sum , and this slie did to li y lum to the utmost 
He descended to three hundied, then to one himdied, 
then to fifty, and then to a pistole, which she lent 
him, and he, never intending to pay it, played out of 
her sight as much as he could And thus being sat- 
isfied that he was the same woithless thing he had 
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tf\er been, I threw off all thoughts of him , wheieas, 
had he been a man of any sense and of any pi iiieiple 
of honoui, I had it in my thoughts to retire to Eng- 
land again, send for him over, and have lived 
honestly "ith linn But as a fool is the worst of 
husbands to do a vvom.ui good, so a fool is the woist 
husband a woman can do good to I would willingly 
have done him good, but he was not qualified to le- 
cene it oi mahe the best use of it Had I sent him 
ten thousand ciowns instead of eight thousand hvres, 
and sent it with expiess condition that he should ini- 
niedi.itcly have bought himself the commission he 
talked of with p.u t of the monev, and have sent 
some of it to lelieve the nciessitics of his poor mis- 
eiable wife at London, and to pieveiit his children 
to be ke[)t hv the palish, it was evident he would 
have been still but a jiiiv.itc tiooper, and his wife 
and childien should sldl have stai ved at Loiulon, or 
been kept of mere chanty, as, for aught he knew, 
they then weie 

Seeing, theiefoie, no lemedv, I was obliged to 
withdiavv my hand fioin hiin, that had been iiiv first 
destroyer, and reserve the assistance that I intended 
to have given him for anothei more desnable oppor- 
tunity All that I had now to do was to keep 
mvself out of his sight, vvhicli was not very difhcult 
foi me to do, consideiing in what station he lived 

Amy and 1 had several consultations then upon 
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the main question, namely, how to be sure never tft 
rhop upon him again In thance, and to he suipiised 
into a distoveu, aliich would lm\e been a fatal 
distoieiy indeed Aim proposed that we should 
always take t.iie to know where the gens d'inmes 
were ijuaitcicd, and theiehv etlettually a\oid them , 
and this was one wa\ , 

Eut this was not so as to be fullv to my satisfac- 
tion , iiooidinaiv wa\ of iii(|Uiinig wheie the gens 
f/’ai BK 1 \^el e (|uaitered was snrtuunt to me. hut I 
found out <1 fellow who was (onipkteh i|uali(itd foi 
the woik of a sp\ (foi l iaiui has |)knt\ of such 
people) 'This man I ein|i1o\(d to be a constant 
and paitiiukii attendant upon his peison and 
nuitioiis , and ho was esjieiialK tmploved and 
ordered to haunt him as n ghost, that he should 
starcc let hnn he evci out ot Ins sight lie pei- 
toiined this to a iiuel\, and faikd not to gue me 
a pcifeet |ouinid of all his motions fiom day to 
day, and, whcLhei foi his ploasuie oi his husniess, 
was always at Ins heels 

'rills was somewhat expeiisne, and smli a fellow 
ineiited to he well paid, hot he did his business so 
e^(juisitel\ pmn tual that this jxkii man siaiee went 
out of the house without in\ knowing the way he 
went, the compai'y he kejit, whin he went abroad, 
and when he stayed at lionu 

By this e.ytiaoidiiiaiy londiiit f made myself safe, 
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and io went out in public, or ".taved at home as I 
found he was or was not in a possibility of being at 
Pans, at Vei sallies, oi any place I had occasion to 
be at Tills, though it was cei\ chargeable, }et as 
I found it absolutely necessarc,so I took no thought 
about the expense of iL, fin I knew I could not 
pin chase my safety too clcai 

Bv this managenient I found an oppoitunity to 
see what a most insignificant, unthinking life the 
pool, indolent wietch, who, by his unaetive tenipei, 
had at fust been my ruin, now lui'd , how he only 
lose in the morning to go to lied at night, that, 
saving the nc-cessaiv niotion of the tioops, which lie 
was obliged to attend, In was a nieie motionless 
animal, of no consec|uenic in the woild , that he 
seemed to be one who, thougli he was indeed alive, 
had no iiiannei of business in life but to stay to be 
c,illed out of it lie iicitliei kept any company, 
minded am spent, placed at any game, oi indeed 
did amtiung of moment, but, in slioit, saunteied 
about like one that it was not two livrcs value 
whethei be was dead oi .alne, that when he was 
gone, would leave no lemcmbiance bchiiicl him that 
evei he was beie, that if c-vci he did Hliytliing in 
the woilcl to be talked of, it was only to get five 
beggais and staive his wife The jouinal of Ins 
life, which I had constantly sent me every week, 
was the least significant of nn\thing of its kind that 
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wa"! over seen, ns it had lenllj nothing of earnest 
in it, so it Mould make no )est to relate it It Ma.s 
not impoitnnt enough so much ns to make the 
reader mens M’lthal, and for that itason I omit it 
Yet this nothing-doing wreteh Mas I obliged to 
Match and guard against, as against the only thing 
that M'as capable of doing me hint in the Moild I 
MOs to shun him as Me Mould slum a spectie, oi 
nen tile deed, if lie Mas actually in oui May and 
it cost me aftei the i ite of a hundied and fifty livies 
a month, and vciy cheap too, to liaie this eieatiiie 
constanllv kept in mcm 'I'hat is to say, iii) sp_\ 
undertook iicvei to ht him be out of his sight an 
Iioui, but so as that he could gi\i' nii.ucoiint ol him, 
which wees much the easiei foi to be done i oiisidenng 
his way of living, foi he vsas suic that, foi vvhole 
weeks togc'thei, he Mould be lin lioiiis ol the' day 
half nslecji on a beiieb at the t.uciii-dool vvlieie 
he quaiteied, oi eliunk Mithili the house Though 
this Miekcd life he led soiiicLiiiics moved me to pitv 
him, and to wonder bow so uell-bied, geiitlciimiilv 
a man as be oiiee was could degciieiatc into such a 
useless thing as he now appealed, yet at the same 
tune it gave me most eontemptible thoughts of him, 
and made me often sav 1 was a w.iimiig foi all 
the ladies of Euiope against maiiying of fools A 
man of sense falls in the woild and gets up again, 
and a woman has some chance foi heiself, but with 
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a foo], o)ite fall, and ever undone, once in tlie 
ditch, and die in the ditch , once pool, and sure to 
stai ve 

But it IS time to have done with him Once I 
had nothing to hope for but to see Vmn again , now 
iny only felicity "as, if possible, never to see him, 
and, above all, to keep him fiom seeing me, which, 
as above, I took effectual caic of 

I was now returned to Paris My little sou of 

honoui, as I called him, was left at , where my 

last couiitiy-bcat then was, and I came to Pans at 
the princes rec|uest Tlnthei he came to me as 
soon as I ariived, and told me he came to give me 
joy of niv leturn, and to make his acknowledgments 
foi that I had given him a son I thought, indeed, 
he had been going to give me a piesent, and so he 
did the iie\t duv, but in what he said then he only 
jested with me lie gave me Ins company all the 
evening, supped with me about midnight, and did 
me the honour, as I then called it, to lodge me in 
his arms all the night, telling me, in jest, that the 
best thanks foi a son boin was giving the pledge 
for another 

But as I hinted, so it was , the next morning he 
laid me down on my toilet a purse with three hun- 
dred pistoles I saw him lay it down, and undei- 
stood what he meant, but I took no notice of it 
till I came to it, as it were, casually , then I gave a 
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great I r\ out, and fell a-s(olding in ni> way, foi he 
gave me all |io‘i'iiblc fieedom ot speeth on ^ueh 
oteasions 1 told hiiu he was unkind, that he 
would nevci gue me an oppoitunity to ask for any- 
thing, .ind th.it lie foieed me to blush In lx.iiig too 
much obliged, .01(1 the like, all whiih I knew was 
vciy agiceabic to him. foi as he was bountiful be- 
yond measure, so he was infinitely obliged b\ my 
being so baekwaid to isk anv lavoiiis, and I was 
even with him, for 1 never asked him for a faithing 
in 11 V life 

Upon thisiallving Inm, he told me I had eitliei 
peifcetly studied the ait ot hmnoiii, oi else what 
was the greatest diHuulty to otbeis w.vs natinal to 
me, adding that nothing could be nioie obliging to 
a m.ui of honoui than not to be soliciting and 
V laving 

I told him nothing could be Having upon him, 
that be left iio'ioom loi il that I b(7])iil be did not 
give nieielv to avoid the tiouble ol being iinpoi tuned 
I told linn he might depend u|)on it tb.il I should 
be led need veivlovv indeed beloie 1 ofleied to dis- 
tuib him that way 

He said a man ot honoui ought alwavs to know 
what he ought to do , and as he did nothing but 
what he knew was leasonable, he gave me leave to 
be flee with him if I wanted anything, that he had 
too much value foi me to denv me anv thing if 
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I asked, but that il was infinitely agieeable to 
him to hear me say that what he did was to my 
satisfaction 

We stiained coiiipbincnts thus a great while, and 
as be had me in his amis most pai t of the time, so 
upon all mv expiessions of his bounty to me he put 
a stop to iiie with his kisses, and would admit me to 
go on no farther 

I should in this place mention that tins piince 
was not a sub|cct of Flame, though at that time he 
resided at Fans and was miuh at court where, I 
suppose, he had or expected some considerable em- 
ploy iiieiit But I iiicntion it on this account, that a 
few days aftci this he came to me .ind told me he 
was come to bung me not the most welcome news 
that ever I heaicl from him m his lilo I looked at 
him a little suipiised, but he ictuined, ‘ Do not 
be uneas} , it is as unpleasant to me^as to you, but 
I come to consult with you about it and see if it 
cannot be made n little easy to us both ” 

I seemed still more coiicciiied and sur[)rised At 
last he said it was that lie believed lie should be 
obliged to go into Italy, which, though othciwise it 
was veiy agreeable to him, vet his parting with me 
made it a veiy dull thing but to think of 

I sat mute, as one thuiideistiuck, for a good while , 
and it pieseiitly occuircd to me that 1 was going to 
lose him, which, indeed, I could but ill bear the 
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thouglit*! of, and as lie told me I lunied pale 
“What’s the matter said he hastily “I ha\e 
surfiiised \on imktd,’ and stepping to the sideboard 
(ills a diam of lordi.il water, whith wa-s of his own 
bunging, and toims to me “He not surprised,” 
said he, “I’ll go nowhiie without \ou,” adding 
several othei things so kind as nothing could ex- 
ceed it 

I might indeed tiiiii pale, (oi I was lerv much 
siiipiised at (ii't, Ixlieiing that this was, as it often 
happens in such cast's, onlv a pio)ect to drop me, and 
break of! an amoiii winch he had now caiiied on so 
long, and a thousand thoughts whnled about iiiv 
bead in the few moiiic'iits while I was kept in suspense, 
for they were but a few I sa\, I was indeed sui- 
prised, and iniglit, pcihaps look pule, but I was not 
111 am danger of fainting that I knew of 

Howevei, it not a little plc-ascal me to sec him so 
concerned and anxious about mc', but I stopped a 
little when he put the coidial to m> mouth, and 
taking the glass in iii\ haiicl, I said, ‘ Mi loicl, youi 
words are iiitiiiitelv mcne of a eorchal to me than 
this cition , foi as nothing can be a greatei affliction 
than to lose 30U, so nothing can be a gieatei satis- 
faction than the assuiance that I shall not hai e that 
misfortune ” 

He made me sit down, and sat down by me, and 
aftei saying a thousand kind things to me, he tuins 
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upon me with a smile “Whj, will vou ^eiitiilc 
yourself to Italy with me''” says he I stopped a 
while, and then answeied that I woiideied he would 
ask me that question, foi I would go nn\wheic iii 
the world, or all o\er the world, whcie\ct he 
should desire me, and give me the fehtitj of his 
company 

Then he entered into a long aciount of the oc- 
casion of his |ouriic\, and how the king had engaged 
Inin to go, and some other ciuumstances which are 
not piopcr to enter into heie, it heiiig by no iiieaiis 
propel to say anything that might lend the lendei 
into the least guess at th« person 

But to cut short this pait of the story, and the 
history of our )ouinev and stay abioad, which would 
almost fill up a volume of itself, 1 say we spent all 
that eveiiiug in eheeiful c oasciltatioiis about the man- 
nei of our tiavelliiig, the equipage and nguie he 
sliould go 111 , and in what maiiiiei I should go 
Sseceialways weie pioposed, but none seemed feasi- 
ble, till at last I told him 1 thought it would be so 
troublesome, so expensive, and so public that it 
would be many ways inconvenient to him , and 
though it was a kind of death to me to lose him, 
yet that, inther than so veiv much pciplex his 
affairs, I would submit to anything 

At the next visit I filled his head with the same 
difficulties, and then at last came ovei him with a 
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propoMil that I would ■'t.iv m Puns, or where else he 
should diiect , and when I heaid of his safe arrival, 
w'oiild conic iiwav liv ni^^elf, and place nijself as neai 
him iLs I (ouM 

This gacc him no satidivction at all, noi wiould Vie 
heal any iiioie of it, but if I durst \entuic myself, 
as lie called it, such ajouine^, he would not lose the 
satisfaction of ni\ (oni[)any , and as foi the expense, 
that was not to be named neiilier, indeed, was there 
room to name it, foi I found thvl he teaselled at the 
king's expense, as well foi himself as foi all his equi- 
page, being ufion a piece of secict soisue of the last 
importance 

lint aftei -eseial deb lies lictwcen ourselves, he 
came to this resolution, si/, Unit he would tiasel 
incognito, and so he should avoid all public notice 
eithei of liuiisclf oi ot who went willi liini and that 
tlien he should not only caiiv me with liim, but have 
a pel feet leisure ol en|oying ni\ agieeable company 
(as he was pleased to c.dl it) all llu was 

This was so obliging th.it iiolhiiig could be more 
so Upon this foot lie inimeduitelv set to w'oik to 
piepaie things foi his |oui lies , and, lis his diret turns, 
so did I too Rut now I had a temble difficulty 
upon me, and which was to gel ovei it I knew not , 
a. 1(1 that svas, in sshnt iiihiiiict to take care of what 
I had to leave behind me 1 was rich, os I have 
said, vers rich, and what to do with it I knew not, 
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nar who to Icwe in tiusf I knew not I liac] nobodj 
but Aiii^ in tlie woild, and to ti.ncl without jViiiv 
was veiy iincoinfoi table, oi to leave all I had in the 
woild with hei, and, if she iiiisLaincd, be ruined at 
once, was still a fii<rlitfiil tlioufilit , foi Ann iiiifiht 
die, and w hose hands things inigliL fall into I knew 
not Tins gave me gieat uneasiness, and I knew 
not what to do, for I could not iiieiitioii it to the 
prince, lest he should sec that I was richer than he 
thouglit I was 

But the pniKe made all this easy to me, for in 
conceiting measures foi oiii )oinncv he stalled the 
thing luitiself, and asked me iiieinly one evening 
who I would trust with all nn wealth in m\ absence 

“ Mv wealth, inv lord,” sud I, “except what I owe 
to _\oui goodness is hut small, hut vet tlial little I 
have, I eoutcss, causes some thoughtfulness, liecause 
I have no acciuamtaiice in Pans (hat I d.ire trust 
with it, 1101 anvbodv hut nn woninii to leave in the 
house , and how to do without her upon the load I 
do not well know ” 

“ As to the I oad, be not concerned,” sa^ s the 
piiiue, “I’ll piovide you servants to sour iniiid , 
and as foi \oui woman, if voii can trust hei, leave 
her heie, and I'll put ^ou in a way how" to sccuie 
things as vvell as it vou were at home” I bowed, 
and told liiiii I eouhl not be pul into better hands 
than his own, and that, theiefc(re, I would govern 
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all my mciLiurc's by his directions , so we talked no 
inoie of it that night 

The next day he sent me in a great non chest, so 
laige that it «as as much as six lusty fellows could 
get u[) the stops into the liouse , and in this I put, 
indeed, all my wealth , and foi my safety he oideied 
a good, honest, ancient man and his wife to he in 
the house with liei, to keep hei company, and a 
maid-seiyant and boy, so that theie was a good 
family, and Amy yvas madam, the mistress of the 
house 

'I'hnigH being thus secured, we set out incog , as 
he called it , hut we had two coaches and six horses, 
tyvo chaises, and about eight men-serynnts on lioise- 
liack, all very well aimed 

Nevei was woman hettei used in this world that 
went upon no othci account than I did I had 
thiee yvoiuen-scrvaiits to wait on me, one wheieot 

yvas an old Madame , who thoioiighly undci- 

stood hci business, and managed eycry thing as if 
she had been ma|oi-domo, so I h.id no trouble 
They had one coach to theinselies, and the pirince 
and I 111 the othei , only that sonietiiiies, where he 
kneyv it necessary, I went into then coach, and one 
particulai gentleman of the letinue rode with him 

I shall say no more of the jouiney than that yyhen 
wc came to those frightful mountains, the Alps, 
there was no tiayellmg in our coaches, so he ordered 
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a horse-littei, but earned by mules, to be pro\uled 
foi iTie, and himself went on horscbnik The 
coaches went some other way back to L3 ons Then 
we had coaihes lined at Tuini, which met us at 
Sii/.a, so that we were accommodated again, and 
went by easy jouinccs afteiwards to Home, where 
his business, whatccei it was, called him to stay 
some time, and fioni theme to Venice 

He was ns good as his word, indeed , foi I had 
the pleasure of liis company, and, in n woid, en- 
grossed his coiiveisation almost all the way lie 
took delight in showing me everything that was to 
be seem, and particlilaily in telling me something of 
the histoiy of eveivtbing he showed me 

^Vhat valuable pains weie lieie tlirowii away upon 
one who he was sure, at 1 ist, to abandon with legiet' 
How below himself did a man of ipiality and of a 
thousand accomplishments behave in all tins'* It is 
one of niv reasons for enteiing into this jiait which 
otheiwisc would not be woith lelalnig Had I been 
a daughter or a wife, of whom it might be -aul that 
he had a )Ust conccui in then instiuction 01 iin- 
piovemeiit, it had been an admirable step, but alt 
this to a whore, to one who he earned with him 
upon no accHiunt that could be lationdly agreeable, 
and none but to gratify the meanest of human 
frailties — this was the wonder of it But such is 
the power of a vicious inclination Wbonng was, 
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in a word, his darling crime, the worst extiiision he 
made, foi he was otherwise one of the most excellent 
pei-soiis in the vvoild No passions, no fin ions ex- 
cuisioiis, no ostentations pride, the most Inunblo, 
coniteous, altahle prison in the noild Not an 
oath, not an indecent woid, or the least blemish in 
beliiiMoiir "as to 1« scxin in all his conveisation, 
except ns betorc excepted , and it has given me 
occasion foi 'iiatu daik icflectioiis since, to look 
hack and think that I should be the siiaie of such 
n poison’s life that I should iiillLieiue liini to so 
riiuh "1C kedness, .and that I should be the nistiii- 
ineiit in the liniid of the clesil to do liini so nnich 
pro I ud ice 

We woic iicai two \eais upon this giaiid tom, as 
it iiiav be called, dining most of wliicli I lesided 
at Rome oi ul Venice, luiiiig onh beam Iwice at 
Florence and onc.c at N.ipUs I niiide some \ei\ 
dneitiiig and useful obscivations in all tlicsc places, 
and pill tic ulailv of the ecu. duct of the laches, for 
I had oppoi tiinitv to coineisc sen iiinch among 
them, b\ the help of the old witch that ti.aiellccl 
with ns She had lieeii at Naples .end ,it Venue, 
and had lived in the foi me i seveial veins, where, 
as I found, she bad lived hut a loose life as in- 
deed the "ciineii of Naples genei ill\ do and, in 
short, I found she was fuliv uc|uiuite'd with all the 
intiigiiing aits of that pait of the woild 
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Here my loid bought me a little female Turkish 
dave, who, being taken at sea by a Maltese man-of- 
war, was brought in theic, and of her I leaint the 
Tuikish language, their way of diessing and daiiting, 
and some Tuikish, or rathei Moo’isVi, songs, of whieh 
I 111 ide use to my advantage on an e\tiaoidiiiary 
otcasion seme years aftei, as you shall heai in its 
plaie I need not say I Icaint Italian too, toi I got 
piettv well mistress of that befoie I had been theie 
a \eai , .ind as I had Lisiiie enough and loved 
the language, I lead all the Italian books I loiild 
conic at 

I began to Ik so in love witli Italy, especially with 
Naples .111(1 \eiiKC, that 1 lould base bicn very well 
satisliecl to li.ive scut foi Aniv and h.ivc taken up 
niy lesideiKC tlicie foi life 

As to UoiiK., I did not like it at .all The sw.irnis 
of ecclesi.istics of all kinds on one sale and thescouii- 
diel lahhles of tlie common people on tlic othei, 
make Koine the un|)leas.intest jil.iee in the vvoild 
to live in '1 he innumciahle luniibei of valets, 

lackeys, and othei seiv.ints is such th.it they used to 
s.ay that thcie aie vciv few of the coiiiiiion people in 
Rome but wliat luive been footmen, oi poitcis, oi 
glooms to c.uilinals oi foieign ambassadois In a 
woid, tliev have an ,iii of sfi.irping and co/emng, 
qiiaiielhiig and scolding, upon then general be- 
havioui , and when 1 was theie the footmen made 
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such n broil betuetn t«o great families in Rome, 
about vvhiih of their loaches ( the ladies being in the 
loaches on either side) should give way to the otliei, 
that there «a^ about thirty people wounded on both 
sides, five oi six killed outside, and both the ladies 
flighted almost lo death 

But I have no iiund to write the histoiy of my 
tiavels on this side of the woild, at least not now , 
il would be too full of vaiiety 

I must not, howevei, omit that the prince con- 
tinued 111 all this jouiney the most kind, obliging 
person to me in the vvoild, and so constant that, 
though we weie in a country whtie it is well known 
all manner of libeities .11 1 taken. I am vet well as 
surccl he neithei took the liberty he knew he might 
have, or so much a', desued it 

I have often thought of this noble person on that 
account Had he been but h.all so tiuc, so faithful 
and constant, to the best ladv in the woild — I mean 
his pnneess — how gloiious .a vntue had it been in 
him ' And how fiee h.ul he been fioin those just 
reflections which touched linn in hei behalf when it 
was too late ' 

We had sonic very agiieeable conveisations upon 
this subject, and once he told me, with a kind of 
more than oidinaiy conccin upon his thoughts, that 
he was gieatly beholden to me foi taking this haz- 
ardous and difficult joiiinev, foi that I had kept him 
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Jionest I looked up iti bis face, and coloured as red 
as bie “ Well, well,” savs he, “ do not let that sui- 
pnse \ou, I do sac lou haie kept me honest ” “ Ale 

loid,” said I, “'tis not forme to explain jour words, 
hut I wish I could turn them m\ own wa\ I hope,” 
savs I, “and belies o we aie both as hcinest as we can 
be in our ciicunistantcs ” “ Av, a\,” says he, “and 

hoiiester than I doubt I should base been if \oii had 
not been with nit I uiiiiiot say but if \oii had not 
been heie I should base wandered anionfj the gav 
woild here. Ill Naples, and in \tiuce too, foi ’t is not 
such aciinie heie as’tis in oHier plates But I pio- 
test,” savs he, “I liase not touched a woman in Ital) 
but vourself, and nioie than that, I liiV't not so 
much as had any desire to it So that. 1 sa\, you 
hase kept me honest” 

I was silent, and w.cs glad that he niteiuipted me, 
01 kept me fioiii speaking, witli kissing me, fei i ally 
I kiicsv not what to say I was once going lo say 
that if his lady, the piinctss, had been with him, she 
would doubtless haye had the same inlhieiice upon 
his yiitiic, with intinitely moie adsantage to him, 
but I considcied this might gne Imn oftence , and, 
besides, such things might have been d.ingerons to 
the ciicunistance I stood in, so it passed off But I 
must confess 1 saw that he w as cjuite another man as 
to women ttian I undeistood he had always been 
before, and it was a paiticulir satisfiufion to me 
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that I wa.s theieb\ (otiMiuod that ahat he said was. 
true, and that ho «.is, as I may ‘'a') all inv own 
I was with child i^uii in this )oviine\, and la\ in 
at t’enice, but was not so happy as hcfoie I hi ought 
him another son, and a m‘| \ (me boy it was, but it 
Ined not abo\e two niontlis, noi, after the (list 
torn lies of affection (which aic usual, I heliece, to 
all inothcis) weie ocei, w.is T soiiy fhe child did not 
live, the necessary chfhculties attending it in oui 
travelling being consideied 

After these seveial perainluilatioiis, ni\ lend told 
me his business bc'gan to close, and we would Ihinlv 
of letuining to h'laiuc, which I was ceiy glad of, but 
piincipally on account c)f my lie.isuie I hid theici, 
which, as you have heard, was ceiv coiisidciablc It 
Is true I had letteis veiy fiecpienlly tioiii niy iiMici 
Amy, with accounts that evciytliing w,is \ei \ safe, 
and that was veiy innch to iny salist.u tioii How- 
evei, as the pimie's iiegoti.itioiis weii at in end, and 
he was obliged to letiiin, I w,is cecy glad to go, so 
we letuined lioiii \enice toTiiiin. ,ind in the way I 
saw the fanioiis city of Mil.in Fioin 'ruiin we went 
ovei the mountains again, .is iK'foie, and oiii coaches 
met Us at Font .'i \oisin, between ('lianiheiy and 
Lyons and so, by easy |onineys, we luinedsahly 
at Pans, haying Ik’cii .ibsent two yeais, wanting 
about eleyen days, as above 

I found the little family wc left just as we left 
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rhpiii, mil Aniv iiieil foi )ov when she saw me, and 
I almost did tlie same 

The piiiice look his leave of me the night befoic, 
foi, as he told me, lie knew lie should be me! upon 
the ro.id hv seveial peisoiis of (pialit\, and peihnps 
bv the piiiuess lieisell , so w< lav at two difteient 
inns that night, lest soiiii should tome quite to the 
plate, as lutlecd it happened 

After this I saw him not foi above twenty days, 
bung taken u[i iii his faiinlv and also with business, 
but he sent me his gentleimin to tell me Ihe reason 
ot it. and hid me not be nne isv, and that satisfied 
me cfteetu.dlv 

111 all tills affluence of iin good foi tune I did not 
forget that I hatl been lit ti and jiooroiite aheadv 
alteinatelv, and tli it I ought to know that tlietii- 
•tumst lilies I was now in wtienol to be e\pc( ted to 
last alwavs, th.it 1 h.id one thild, and txpeeted 
another , .uid it I had bii'd often, .1 would some- 
thing imp.eii me in the gie it to tiele th.it suppoited 
my iiiteiest — I iiieMii, wh.it he tailed be.iuty, that 
as that deelmed, I might expei l the (ire would abate, 
and the vvaimlh with vvhith I was now so e.irussed 
would tool, and in time, like the other niistiesses of 
great men, I might be (flopped again , and that 
theiefoii it w.Ls mv business to lake care that I 
should fill as softU as I eoiilcl 

I say, I did not foigel, theictoie, to make ns good 
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provision for in} self as if I had had nothing to ha\e 
siibsisU'd on hilt what I now gained , whciea-s I had 
not less than ten thousand pounds, as I said aboic, 
which I had ainnssed, oi secuied lather, out of the 
ruins of inv faithful fiiend the jeweller, and which 
he, little thinking of wliut was so near him when he 
went out, told me, though in a kind of a jest, was 
nil niy own, if he was knoc,kcd on the head, and 
which, upon that title, I took care to pieserve 

My greatest didicultv now was how to secnie mv 
wealth and to keep what I had got , foi I had greatly 
added to this wealth b\ the generous bountv of the 

I’liiice , mid the more b\ the jniiate, icliied 

mode of living, which he lathei clcsiicd for pricaiy 
than paisimonv , for he sopphed me tin a nioie 
magnificent wav of life than 1 desiied, if it had ueen 
propel . 

I shall cut shoit the histoiv of this jirosperous 
wickedness with telling you I biouglit him a third 
son, withfii little moie than eleven months after our 
letuiii fiom Itiilv , that now I lived a little nioie 
openh, and went bv a p.iiti(iil.u name which he 
gave me abroad, but vvhuli 1 must omit, vi/, the 

Countess de , and had co.iches and servants, 

suitable to the ijualitv he had given me the appeai- 
ance of, and, vvhiili is more than usually happens in 
such cases, this held ciglit veais from the beginning, 
duiing which time, as I h.id been vciv faithful to 
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him, so I must saj, as above, that I believe he was 
so separated to me, that whereas he usually had two 
oi thiee women, winch he kept puvately, he had not 
in all that lime meddled with any of them, but that 
I had so peifectlv engiossed him that he (flopped 
them all Not, perhaps, that he saved much by it, 
foi I was a veiv tlmigeable mistiess to him, that I 
must atkiiowledge, In.t it was all owing to his par- 
ticular affection to nit, not to iny extiavaganee, for, 
as I said, he ncvti gave me leave to ask him foi any- 
thing, hut ponied in his favoui-s and presents faster 
than I expected, and so fast as I could not have the 
nssuiance to make the least ineiition of dcsiiiiig 
11101 e Nor do I sjjeak this ot inv own guess, I 
mean about his coiistaiicv to me and Ins cjiiittiiig all 
othei vvonien . hut the old haiiichiM, as I may tall 
•hei, whom he made the guide ot oui tiavolling, and 
who was a stiaiige old cieatiire, lold ini“ a rhoiisand 
-.tones of Ins gallantly, as she calkci it, and how, as 
he had no less than Lhiee niisti esses at cjne tune, and, 
as I foiincl, all ot hei piocuniig, he had of a sudden 
diopped them all, and that he was entirely lost to 
both hei and them , that they did believe he had 
fallen into some new liiuicls, but she could never hear 
who, or where, till he sent foi liei to go this journey , 
and then the old hag complimented me upon his 
choice , that she did not wonder I had so engiossed 
him , so much beauty, (tic , and there she stopped 
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T'pon tlip whole, I fotiiul b\ hci what was, jou 
mas be sine, to iru paituiiliii satisfai tion, \i/> , tbat, 
as above, 1 bad hmi all iiiv own Rut tbe highest 
tide has its ibh , and in all things of this kind there 
IS a i(fln\ which soini tiiiit s, also, is more impetuously 
violent than the (nst aggiession Mv piince was a 
man of a vast foitune, though no sovereign, and 
tlierefoic theie was no probability that the exjiense 
ot keeping a inistiess could be injinimis to him, as 
to his estate He had also seveial eniplov inents, 
both out of Krance as well as in it for, as alxive, 
I say he was not a sub|e(t of Kiance, though he 
lived 111 that court He had a pniiiess, a wife with 
whom hi had lived sevcial vears. and a woman (so 
the volte of fame leportcd) the most valuable of her 
sex, of birth ef|iial to linn, if not superior, and of 
fortune pioportioiiable but in bemiLv, wit, and a 
thousand good <|ualities supeiiounot to most women, 
but even to all liei set, and as to her 'viituc, the 
thaiatter which was |ustly bei due was that of, not 
only the best of pi me esses, but even the best of 
women 

They lived in tlie utmost harmonv, as with such a 
princess it was impossible to be otherwise Rut yet 
the piincess was not insensible that her lord had his 
foibles, that he did make some excursions, and pai- 
ticulailv that he had one favouiite mistress, which 
sometimes engrossed him more than she (the princess) 
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could Mi'll), or be cH'idy satisfied with Hovicvei, she 
was so good, so generous, so tiuly kind a «ife, that 
she never gave linn any uneasiness on this account 
c\iept so much as must aiisc fioni his sense of hci 
Ixiaiing the afliont of it with suih patience, and such 
a piofoimd respectful him as was in itself enough 
to have leformed him, and did sometimes shock his 
gene 1 oils iniiicl, so as to keep him at home, as I may 
call it, a gieat while together And it was not long 
hefoie I not oiih jieiceived it hv his absence, but 
leallv got a knowledge of the leason of it, and once 
or twice he even acknowledged it to me 

It was a point that lav not in me to manage I 
made a kind of iiioticm once- or twice to him to le.ivc 
me, and keep liiiiiself to her, as be ought bv the 
laws and iitos of iiiati imoiiv to do, and aigiic'd the 
gcneiosity ot the pi me css to him, to pcisuiule him , 
blit I was a livpocrite, foi hid I jneiailed with him 
icallv to be honest, I had lost tniii, which I could 
not bear the thoughts ol , .and he might easily sec I 
was not in eainest One time in partjculai , when 
1 took upon me to talk at tins ••ate, I found, when 
I .aigued so nmch for the virtue and honour, the 
biith, and, above all, the geneioiis usage he foiiiid 
111 the pcisoii of the piinccss with lespoct to his 
piivate amociis, and how it should prevail upon 
him, Ac , I found it began to affeet him, and he 
returned, ‘ And do you indeed,” says he, “ persuade 
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me to lea\e you? Would you have me think you 
wntere ? ” I looked up in his fate, smiling “ Not 
for any other ffltounle, mv loid,” says I, “that 
would break mv heait, but for madam the pnn- 
tessi” said I , and then I (onld say no more Tears 
followed, and 1 sat silent a while “ \Vell,” said he, 
“ if evei I do leave von, it shall he on the virtuous 
atfount, it shall he foi the pimtiss, I assure you 
it shall be for no othei woman” “That’s enough, 
iiiv loid,” said I, “tlieie 1 ought to submit, and 
while I am assuied it shall be foi no othei mistress, 
I pioini'e voui Highness I will not lepiiie or that, 
it I do, it shall be a sdcnt giiet . it shall not intei- 
iiipt voui felicitv ” 

All tills while I said I knew not what, and said 
what I was no moie able to do th.ni he was able to 
leave me, whuh, at that time, he owned he tould 
not do — no, not foi the pinncss hiiself 

Rut another tuin of aftaiis detel mined this niattei, 
foi the princess was taken veav ill, and, in the opin- 
ion of all ^Jel phvsKiaiis. veiv dangerously so In 
hei sickness she desiied to speak with hei loid, and 
to take her Icaic of him At this giieeoiis paitiiig 
she said so manv passionate, kind things to hiin, 
lamented that she had left him no childien (she had 
had thiee, but lhe\ weit dead) hinted to liini that 
it was one of the chief things whuh gaee hei satis- 
faction 111 death, as to tins woild, that she should 
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leave him looiii to have heirs to his faniih, by some 
princess that should supply her ^place , with all 
humility, but with a Chiistian earnestness, recom- 
mended to lirm to do justice to such piiiicess, who- 
ever it should be, tioin whom, to be suie, he would 
expect justice, that is to say, to keep to her singly, 
accoiding to the soleninest jiart of the marriage 
covenant , humbly asked his Highness’s pardon if 
she had anv way offendtcl him , and appealing to 
Heaven, bcfoie whose tribunal she was to appeal, 
that she had nevei violated her honoui or hei duty 
to him, and [iraving to Jesiis and the blessed \iigin 
foi his Highness, and thus, with the most moving 
and most passionate expressions of her affection to 
him, took hei last leave of him, and died the next 
day 

This discouise, fiom a princess so valuable in her- 
self and so deal to him, and the loss of Jier following 
so iiiimedialcly aftei, nude such deep impiessions on 
him that he looked back with detestation upon the 
lormei pai t of his life, giew melancholy and reserved, 
changed his society and much of the general conduct 
of Ins life, lesolved on a life icgulated most stiictlv 
by the lules of iiituc and jiiety, and, in a word, was 
quite anothei man 

The first pait of Ins reformation was a storm 
upon me, foi, about ten days after the piincess’s 
funeral, he sent a message to me by his gentleman, 
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intiinatinff, though in very cml tfinis, and with a 
shoit prcaniblu oi iiitioduttioii, that he desiied I 
would not take it ill that ho was obliged to let me 
know that he eould see me no moie His gentle- 
man told me a long stoi\ of the new” legulation of 
life his lord liad taken u() , and that he had been 
so afflicted foi tlie loss of his piiiuess that he 
thought it would eithei shoiten Ins life oi he would 
letiie into some religious house, to end his days in 
solituile 

I need not duett ainbody to suppose how I re- 
tened this news 1 was indeed exeeediiiglv surprised 
at it, and liad miicli ado to suppoit myself when 
the fust jiait o( it was deliteied, though the gentle- 
inaii delneied his eiiand with gieat respect, and 
with all the icgard to me that he was able, and 
with a great deal of teiemoin, also telling me how 
imuh he was concerned to bung me suih a message 

Hut when I heard the pai titulars of the stoi\ at 
large, and espctially tint of the lady’s discouise to 
the prince a little liefoie liei death, I was fullv 
satished I knew \ei\ well he had done nothing 
but what any man must do that had atiue sense 
upon him of the justue ot the |nincess's discouise 
to him, and ot the necessity theie was ot his alter- 
ing his couise of lift, if he intended to be eithei a 
Christian or an honest iiiaii I say, yvheii I heard 
this I was perfectly easy I confess it was 
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cunistince that it mi^ht be itabonably expected 
should have wiouglit sometlung also upon me , I 
that had so nuiiji to leflcct upon inoie than the 
piiiKe , that had now no moie tempt. itum ol po\- 
ertv, Ol of the poweiful iimtiv'C whidi Anij used 
With me — n.uiiib, lomplv and liie, deny and 
starve, I sav, I that had no poveitv to introduce 
vuc, but was giown not onl\ well supplied, but 
rich, and not onl^ luh, but was veiy iicli, in n 
wind, IK her than I knew how to think of, foi the 
tiuth of it was, that flunking of it sometimes almost 
distiactc'd me, foi w.iiit of knowing how to dispose 
of it, and for fc.ii ot losing it all again by some 
cheat or tuck, not knowing anybody that I could 
commit the trust of if to 

Besides, I should add, at the close of this affair, 
that the piiiict did not, as I m.iv say, tuiii me off 
iLidely and with disgust, but with all the de eticy 
and goodness peculiar to himsell, and th.iL could 
consist with a iiMii lefoiinecl and stiuck with the 
sense of In'? having abused so good a lady as Ins 
late piinccss had been Noi did he send me away 
empty, but did evciythiiig like hnnselt, and, in 
paiticular, oidered Ills gentleman to pay the rent 
of the house and all the c-xpeiise of iiis two sons, 
and to tell me liow they weie taken caie of, and 
wheie, and also th.it 1 might at all times inspect 
the usage they had, and if I disliked any clung it 
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should be rectified , and having thus finished eveiy- 
thiiig, he retired into Loiraine, or somewhere that 
way, wheic he had .111 estate, and I never heard of 
linn more — I mean, not as a inistiess 

Now I was at libeity to go to any pnit of the 
world, and take caie of iny money myself The 
fust thing that I resolved to do was to go directly 
to England, foi theic I thought, being among my 
country-folks — for I esteemed myself an English- 
wniiiaii, though I was born 111 France — there, I 
say, I tliougld I could liettei manage things than in 
Fiance at least, that 1 would be 111 less daiigei of 
being cncuiiiyented and deitived , but how to get 
away with such a tieiisure as I had with me was 
a diflicult point, and what I was gieatly at a loss 
about 

Tlicie was a Dutili mere bant in Fans, that was a 
pel son of gieat lepiitiition foi a man of substance 
and of honesty, but I had no inaniiei of ai (pianitauie 
with linn, 1101 did I know how to get acquainted 
with him, so as todiscovei niy ciicuiiistaiices to him , 
but at last I employed iiiy maid Amy ( such I must 
be allowed to call her, iiotwithstaiidnig w hat has been 
said of hel, because she was in the place of a maid- 
servant) , I say, I employed iiiv maid Amy to go to 
him, and she got a recommendation to him from 
somebody else, I knew not who, so that she got ac- 
cess to him well enough 
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But now wai> iny case as bad as before foi when I 
came to him what could I do I had money and 
jewels to a vast value, and I might leave all those 
with him , that I might indeed do , and so I might 
with several othei meiehants in Fans, who would 
give me bills foi it, payable at London , but then I 
lan a ha/aid of iin iiionei,:ind 1 had nobody at Lon- 
don to send the hills lo, and so to stay till I had an 
aicount that they weie accepted , tor I had not one 
friend in London that I lould have lecoiiise to, so 
that indeed I knew not what to do 

In this case I Ii.id no lenicdy hut that I must 
trust soiiicbodv, so I sent Ann to this Dutch mer- 
chant, as I said alwve Ho vius a little siirpiised 
when Amy (.anie to linn and talked to him of remit- 
ting a sum of about twelve thousand pistoles to Eng- 
land, and began to think she came to put some < lieat 
upon him , hut when he found that /Viny was Ijut a 
servant, and that I <amc to hnn myself, the case was 
altered presentb 

When I tame to liim niystlf, I picsently savv lUth 
a plainness in his dealing anil such honesty in his 
Louiiteiianie tliat I niadt no stnijilt to tell him my 
whole story, yi/, that f was a widow, that I iiiid 
some jewels to disjiose of, and also some money which 
I had a nil ml to send to England, and to follow' 
there myself, but being but a woman, and hav- 
ing no conespondence in I^ondon, or anywheie 
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else, I knew not wlmt to do, ni how to seiure 
effet ts 

III' dealt lerv candidly with me, but advised me, 
when he knew my case so paiticiilarlv, to take bills 
upon Amsterdam, and to go that way to England , 
foi that I might lorlge my tieasure in the bank there, 
in the most scciiie manner in the woild, and that 
thcie he could leiommend me to a man who pei- 
fectlv understood jewels, and would deal faithfully 
with me 111 the disposing them 

I thanked him, hut siuipled veiy much the tiavel- 
ling SCI far in a stiange country, and especially with 
such a tieasuu aliout me, that, wheflier known or 
concealed, I did not know how to venture with it 
Then he told me he would try to dispose of them 
there, that is, at Pans, and coiiveit them into 
monev, and so get me bills foi the whole . and in 
a few days he bioiight a Jew to me, who pieteiided 
to buv the jewels As soon as the Jew saw the 
jewels I saw iiiy follv, and it was ten thousand to 
one but I had been lunied, and perhaps put to 
death iii as cruel a manner as possible , and I was 
pul 111 such a fright by it that I was once upon 
the point of flying for my hfe, and leaving the 
jewels and monev too in the hands of the Dutch- 
man, without any bills or anything else The case 
was thus — 

As soon as the Jew saw the jewels he falls a-jab- 
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benng, in Dutch oi Poitugucse, to the lucrchnnt , 
and I could presen tlji peictive that thej were in 
some great surprise, both of them Tlit Jew held 
up his hands, looked at me with some horror, then 
talked Dutch again, and put himself into a thousand 
shapes, twisting his body and wringing up Ins face 
this way and that way in his disconise, staiiipnig 
with his feet, and thiowing abro id liis hands, as if 
he was not in a rage oiiK, hut in a ineie fun 
Then he would tuin and give a look at me like the 
devil I thought I ncvei saw anything so frightful 
in my life 

At length I 'put iii a woid “Sir,'’sa\sl to the 
Dutch ineuhant, “ what is a'! this disiouise to mv 
husiness r' W'liat |s this gcntleniiin in all these jias- 
sions about' I wish, if he is to tieat with me, he 
would speak that I imiv understand him, oi if you 
have business of voui own between voi. time is to be 
done fust, let me withdiaw. and I'll conn again 
when you aic at leisiiie 

“ No, no, madam,” says the Dutehmnn very kindly, 
“you must not go, nil oui discouisc is about you 
and youi jewels, and vou shall lieai it piesently , it 
conceins you veiy iiiiuli, I assiiic you” “ Concein 
me'” savs I "What can it concein me so mueh 
as to put tins geiilleinaii into such agonies, and what 
makes him give me such cleviFs looks as he does' 
Why, he looks as if he would dcvoui me ” 
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The JevN undeistood me piesently. continuing in a 
kind of inge, and spoke in Freiuh “ Yes, madam, it 
does coiKdii you minh, \civ niuih, very much,” le- 
[leatiiig the woids, shaking his head . and then turn- 
ing to the Diitdiman, “^u,”savs he, “ piaj tell her 
vvluih IS the case” “ No ” savs the iiieuhant, “ not 
yet, let iis t.dk a little farther of it b) ouiselves,” 
upon which thc^ withdiew into aiiothei room, vvheie 
still they talked very high, but in a language I did 
not understand I began to be a little suipiised at 
viliat the Jen liad said, 3011 may be sine, and eagei 
to know what he meant, and was very impatient 
till the Dutch nieiilniiit came back, and that so 
impatient that I called one ol his seivants to let 
linn know I desiied to speak with linn When he 
came iii I asked his paidoii ten being so nnpatient, 
but told hnn I could not be easv lill he had told me 
what the nioaiinlg of all this was ‘ Why, inadam,” 
says the Dutch iiiciihaiit, "in shoit, the meaning is 
what I am surpi iscd at too This man is a Jew, 
and uiideistaiids |ewcls peifectiy well, and that was 
the leason I sent foi him, to dispose ot them to him 
foi you , but as soon as he saw them, he knew the 
jewels very distinctly, and flying out in a passion, as 
you see he did, told me, in shoit, that they vveie the 
veiy paicel ol |ewels which the English jeweller had 
about him who was lobbed going to Veisaillcs, about 
eight yc'ais, ago, to show them the Piince de , 
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and that it was foi these \cij ]c«els that the pool 
f;eiitleiiiiui was nuiKliied , and he is in all this agon)' 
to make me nsk \ou how \ou taiiu b> them , and he 
savs yon ought to he ihaiged uith the lobliei) and 
muidei, and pul to the (|uestion to disiovei who 
weie the peisons that did it, that they might be 
biought to iiistue” While he said this the Jew 
lame impudently hiak into tlie looin without lalling, 
whiili a little suipri'ed mt again 

The Dutch nieuliant sjiokc pietty good English, 
and he knew that the Jew did not imdei stand 
English at all, so In told mi tlie lattei part whin 
he came into the loom, in English, at whiih 1 
smiled, whiih put the Jeyi into his mad (it again, 
and shaking liis head and making Ills di ill’s faies 
again, he seemed to thiiateii me foi laughing, saying, 
in Fieiuh, this was an aftan 1 should ha\i little 
leason to laugh at, and the hke \t tins i laughed 
again, and Houled him, letting him su that J sioiiied 
him, and tuining to the Dut'h nierihaiil, “hii,” 
says I, “ that those jewels weie belonging to Mr 

, the English jewcllei ” ^naming Ins name 

leadily), “in that,” says I, “this peison is right, 
but that I should bo questioned how I taine to 
have them is a token ot Ins ignoianie, whieh, how- 
ever, he might have managed with a little more 
good manncis, till I told him who I am, and both 
he and you too will be more easy in that pait when 
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I should toll \ou tha.t I .iin the unhappy widow of 

that Ml whow.is so haibaroiisly iiiuidered going 

to Veisailli's, and that he was not roblted of those 

jewels, hut of others, Mr having left those 

hehind him with me, lest he should he robbed 
Had I, sir, come otherwise b\ them, I should not 
have been weak enough to have exposed them to 
sale heie, wheie the thing was done, but have 
earned them fai ther off” 

'Dus was an agriealile surprise to the Hutch mer- 
chant, who, lieiiig an honest man himself, believed 
cveiythiiig I said, whuli, nidtied, being all icallv and 
litoiallv tiue, except thedeficiencs of my marriage, 
I spoke with such an uiicoiicciricd easiness that it 
might plaiuly be seen that 1 had no guilt upon me, 
ns the Jew suggested 

'I’he Jew was coiifouiidecl when he heaiil that f was 
the jewellers wife Hut as I had raised his passion 
with snjing he looked at me witli the devil's face, lie 
studied niiscliiet .111 his hiait, and ansvveied, that 
should not seive ni\ turn, so called the nutchiuan 
out again, when he told hiiii that he lesolved to 
pioseeute tins iiiattei farther 

'rheie was one kind chance in this affair, which, 
indeed, wiLs iiiv deliv eraiiee, and that was, that the 
fool could not lestinin his passion, but must let it 
H\ to the Dutch merchant, to whom, when they 
withdrew a second time, as above, he told that he 
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would bung a process against me foi the nimder, 
and that it should cost me deal for using him at that 
rate, and away he went, desiiiiig the Dutch mer 
chant to tell him when I would be tlieie again 
Had he suspected that the Dutchman would ha\c 
communicated the paitieulais to me, he would iieiei 
have been so foolish as to have mentioned that part 
to him 

But the malice of l.is thoughts anticipated him, 
and the Dutch merchant was so good as to give me 
an account of his design, which, indeed, was wicked 
enough in its natuie, but to me it would have been 
woise than otherwise it would to anotlier, foi, upon 
examination, I could not have piovocl nnsclf to be 
the w'lfe of the |eweller, so the siis[)icioii might have 
been earned on with the hettei fact , and tlicn I 
should alsoliave hiouglitall Ins illations in England 
upon me, who, finding hv the proceeihngs tfuil I was 
not his wife, but a inistiess, oi, in Engh-h. .i wlioie, 
would iiiiiimdiiitelv have laid claim to the jewels, as 
I had owned them to be his 

This thought iiiiiiiecliatelv icisluA into mv head 
as soon as the Dutch merchant had told me wliat 
wicked things were iii tlie head of tliat ecu sec] ,Jcw , 
and the villain (loi so 1 must call 1 an) ccmvuiced 
the Dutch meich iiit that he was in earnest bv an c\- 
pression which showed the lestof his design, and that 
was,aplot to get the lest of the jew els into Irs liaiid 
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When (list he hinted to the Dutchman that the 
jewels weie such a man’s (meaning my husband’s), 
he made woiideilul evclainations on account of their 
having lieei. concealed so long Wheie must they 
have lain and vvliat was the woman that brought 
them And that slic (meaning inc) ought to be 
innncdiatelv ajipiebended and put into the hands of 
justice And this was the time that, as I said, he 
made such hoiiid gc-.luies and looked at me so like 
a devil 

The iiicrchaiit, healing him talk at that late, and 
seeing tniii in earnest, said to him, *• Hold \our tongue 
a litt'e , this IS a thing ol conscijueiue If it be so, 
let you and I go into tlic iie\t lomn and consider of 
it theie , ” nnd so they witlidicvv, and left me 

Hei c, as hctoie, I was uneasv, and called Inn out, 
and, having ticaid how it was. gave him that answer, 
that 1 was Ins wife, oi widow, which the malicious 
.Jew said should not seive my tuin .Vnd then it 
was that the I)utcliin.iii called him out again, and 
in this time of Ins wilhdiawnig, the nieichant, find- 
ing, a.s above, that he was leallv in earnest, countei- 
feited a little to be of liis iiniicl, and enteied into 
proposals with him for the tiling itself 

In this they agieed to go to an advocate, or 
counsel, foi dnectioiis how to proceed, and to meet 
again the next da>, against which time the merchant 
was to appoint me to come again with the jewels, 
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in order to sell them “No,” sn^s the iiiei chant, 
“ I will go farther with her than so, I will desire 
hei to leave the jewels with me, to show to anothci 
pel son, in order to get the better price foi them ” 
“That’s light,” sa^s the Jew, “and I’ll engage 
she shall nevci be mistress of them again , they 
shall either be seized bj us,” says he, “ in the king's 
name, oi she shall be glad to give them up to us 
to pieveiit her being put to the tortuie” 

Tlie meichaiit said “Yes” ‘to everything he 
ofteied, and they agieed to meet the next morning 
about it, and I was to be persuaded to leave the 
jewels with him, and come to them the next day 
at toui oilock 111 oidei to make a good baigaiii foi 
them , and on these conditions they pai ted But 
tiic honest Dutchnnui, hllcd with indignation at the 
baibaious design, came dnectly to me and told me 
the whole stoiv ' And now, madam,” says he. “ you 
aie to considei iimncdiatciv v%hat \i'm have to do 
I told him, it I was suie to have justice, I would 
not fear all that such a logiie uould do to me , but 
how such things were caiiied on in I'miice I knew 
not I told him the greatest difficulty would be 
to prove our maniage, foi that it was done in 
England, and in a remote pait of England too, and, 
which was woise, it would be hard to produce au- 
thentic voucheis of it, because we were mained in 
pnvate “But as to the death of youi husband, 
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madam, what can be said to thnt^” said he 
“Nay,” said I, “what can they say to it? In 
linfflniid,” added I, “if they would offer such an 
injury to a''y one, they must prove the fact or give 
just reason for their suspicions That niy husband 
was inuidcred, that cveiy one knows, but that he 
was robbed, or of what, or how much, that none 
knows — no, not myself, and why was I not ques- 
tioned for it then ^ I have lived in Pans ever since, 
lived publicly, and* no man had yet the impudence 
to suggest such a thing of me ” 

“I am fully satisfied of that,” says the merchant, 
“ but as this Is a rogue who will stick at nothing, 
what can we say '' And who knows what he may 
swear? Suppose he should swear that he knows 
youi husband had those paiticulai jewels with him 
the morning when he went out, and that he showcvl 
them to him to considei their value, and what puce 
he should ask the Pi nice de for them ?” 

“ Nay, bv the same lule,” said I, “ he may swear 
that I inuidcred niv husliand, if he finds it foi his 
turn” “That’s true,’ said lie , “ and if he should, 
I do not see what could save you,” but added, “I 
have found out Ins nioic immediate design His 
design IS to have you caiiicd to the Chdtelet, that 
the suspicion may ajipeai just and then to got 
the jewels out of youi hands if possible, then, at 
lost, to diop the piosecutioii cm your consenting to 
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quit the ]ewels to him , and liow \ou will do to 
a\oid this IS the question which I would hase you 
considei of” 

“Mj iiiisfortmie, sii,” said I, “is that I have no 
tune to considei, and I have no peisoii to consider 
with or advise about it 1 find that iniioceme may 
be oppies^cd b\ such an impudent fellow ns this , he 
that does not value jieijuiv has any man’s life at his 
uitKV Rut, sii,” said I, “is tlje justice siuh heie 
that, while I nin\ be in t'le hands of the public and 
under proscc ution, he niav get hold of iiu effects and 
get iiiv jewels into his hands 

“I don't know,” savs he, “ what inav be done in 
that case , hut if not he, it the couit of justice should 
get hold of them I do not know but ^ou inav find it 
as difficult to get them out of then hands again, and, 
at least, it may <ost von halt as naich ns they are 
woith , SC) I flunk it would be a ii.ach bettei Vvaj to 
prevent then coming at them at a!! ” 

“But what course' can I take to do that,” says 
1, “now they have got notice that 1 hivi them ? If 
they get me into then h.mds tluv "dl oblige me to 
pioduce them, oi peihiips sentence me to prison till 
I do ” 

“Nav,” savs he, “as this biute says, too, put jon 
to the question — that is, to the toiturc, on pretcrue 
of making vou confess who were the murdercis of 
youi husband ” 
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“ Confess ' " said I “ How tan I confess what I 
know nothing of 

“ If they come to have you to the rack,” said 
he, “ they will make yon loiifess you did it youi- 
self, whether you did it or no, and then you aie 
cast” 

'I'he very word rack frighted me to death almost, 
and I had no spirit left in me Did it myself'" 
said I “ That ’s impossible ' ” 

“No, madam," sn\s he, “ ’t is far from impossible 
The most innocent people in the woild have been 
forced to confess tliemselves guilty of what they 
novel heard of, imith less had any hand in” 

“ What, then, must I do ” said I “ What 
would you advise me to ” 

“ Why,” says he, ‘ I would advise you to be gone 
You intended to go awav in four oi five days, and 
you may as well go in two days , and if you can do 
so, I shall maimge it so that he shall not suspect 
your lieiiig gone for scveial days after” Then he 
told mellow the logue would have me oidcred to 
bring the jewels the next day foi sale, and that then 
he would have me appiehended , how he had made 
the Jew believe he would join with him in Ills design, 
and that he(the niei chant) would get the jewels into 
Ills hands ‘ Now,” says the mei chant, “ I shall 
give you bills foi the money you desiied, immedi- 
ately, and such ns shall not fail of being paid Take 
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your jewels with you, und go this vciy evening to 
St Germain-cii-Laje , I’ll send a man thither with 
you, and fiom thence he shall guide you to-inonow 
to Rouen, wheie theie lies a ship of iimic, just icadv 
to sail for Rotteidaiii , you shall have \our pass ige 
in that ship on niy aciount, and I mil send oiders 
tor hnn to sail a.s soon as \oii are on board, and a 
lettei to my fiieiid at Rotterdam to eiiteitain and 
take care of you” 

This was too kind an oftei foi me, as things stood, 
not to be aecepted, .nid be thankful foi , and ns to 
going away, I hail jncpaied L\ci\tlnng foi parting, 
so that I had little to do but to gobatk, take two oi 
three boxes and bundles, and siitli things, nrtd iiiv 
maid Amy, and lie gone 

Then the mei chant told me the measuies he had 
lesolved to take to delude the Jew while I made 
my escape, whuh was vei\ well ■ontrived indeed 
“First,” said he, “when he eonies to-moiiow I shall 
tell him that 1 pioposed to you to leave the jewels 
with me, as we agieed, but that vou said you would 
come and bung them in the afternoon, so that we 
must stay foi you till toui o’cloi k but then, at that 
tune, I will show a le'ttei from jou, .is il just come 
in, wherein vou shall excuse youi not lomnig, foi 
that some tompaiiy laiiie to visit you, and preiented 
you, but that you desiie me to t.iko taie that the 
gentleman be leady to buy youi jewels, and that 
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you will cotiiG to-monow at the ■^aine hour, without 
fail 

“ When to-morrow is come, we shill wait at the 
time, but vou not appearing, I shall seem most dis- 
satisfied, and wonder what can be the reason , and so 
we shall ngiee to go the next day to get out a pro- 
cess against von But the next dav,in the morning. 
I’ll send to giie linn notice that ion have been at 
iiiy house, but he not being tbeie, have made another 
appointnieiit, and that I desire to sjieak. with him 
When ho (oines, I’ll tell liini you appear peifectly 
blind as to vour dangei,and that \oii appeared much 
disappointed that he did not tome, though you could 
not mc'et the night befoie, and obliged me to have 
him here to-inonow at ttiico; o'clock When to- 
moiiow conies,” sa>s he, “you shall send word that 
you aie taken so ill that yon cannot come out for 
that dav, but that you will not fail the next day, 
and the next dav you shall neither come oi send, nor 
let us ever hear any more of vou , foi by that time 
vou shall Ik‘ 111 Holland, if vou please” 

I could not but approve ail Ins measures, seeing 
they vveie so well contrived, and in so fiiendlv a 
manner, for niy benefit , and as he seemed to be so 
very sincere, I lesolvcd to put my life in Ins hands 
Iinmediatelv I went to niv lodgings, and sent away 
Amy with such bundles as I had prepared for my 
tiavelling I also sent seveial paicels of my fine 
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fuiniture to the merchant’s house to he kid up for 
me, and bringing the key of the lodgings with me, 
I came back to his house Heie we hnishcnl oui 
matters of money, and I delncied into his hands 
seven thousand eight hundred pistoles in bills and 
money, a copy of an assignment on the towiihoiise 
of Pans for foui thousand pistoles, at three per 
cent interest, attested, and a piocnration for rcciiv- 
ing the interest halt-yeaih , but the oiiginat I kept 
111 \ self 

I could have tnistcd all I liad with limi, foi he 
was peifectlv honest, and had not the least view 
of doing me any wiong Indeed, altei it was so 
nppaient that he had, as it weie, saied iiiv life, 
01 at least saved me fioiii being exposed and ruined 
— I say, aftei this, how could I doubt him in 
anything '' 

When I came to him,, he had evci v thing ready as 
I wanted, and as he had jiioposed ,'.s to my pioiicy, 
he gave me Inst of .dl an acieptcd bill, pavable at 
liokterdam, for foui tbous.iiid pistoles, and drawn 
from Genoa upon a ineicliant at Kotteidaiii, pavable 
to a iiierchant at Pans, and eiuloised by him to my 
niercbant , this, he assiiied me, would he pnnctu.illy 
paid , and so it was, to a dav ^I’lie lest I liad in 
othei bills of exchange, cli.iwn by himself upon other 
iiiei chants in Holland Having secured my jewels 
too, as well as I could, he sent me away the same 
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evening in a fnend’s coach, which he had piocui'ed 
for me, to St Germain, and the next morning to 
Rouen He also sent a seivant of his own on horse- 
back with me, who piovided everything for me, and 
who lamed Ins orders to the captain of the ship, 
which lav alxiut three miles below Rouen, in the 
river, and bv his directions I went immediately on 
board I'lie thud day after I was on boaid the ship 
went -away, and we weie out at sea the next day 
after tViat , and thus I took my leave of France, and 
got clear of an ugly business, whitli, had it gone on, 
might have ruined me, and sent me back as naked to 
England as I was a little before I left it 

And now Amy and I weie at leisuie to look upon 
the mischiefs that we had escaped , and had I had 
any religion oi any sense of a Supieme I’owei, 
managing, directing, and govcining in both causes 
and events iij this world, such n case as this would 
have given anybody loom to have been very thank- 
ful to the I’ower who had not only put such a treas- 
ure into my hand, but given me smh an escape 
fiom the ruin that threatened me, but I had none 
of those things about me I had, indeed, a giateful 
sense upon inv mind of the generous fiiendship of 
my deliveier, the Dutch merihaut, by whom I w'as 
so faithfully seived, and by whom, as fai as relates 
to second causes, I was preseived from destruction 
I say, I had a giateful sense upon my mind of his 
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kindness and faithfulness to me, and I resolved to 
show him some testimony of it as soon as I came 
to the end of my rambles, for I was yet but in a 
state of uncertaintv, and sometimes that gave me 
a little uneasiness too I had paper indeed for my 
money, and he had showed himself veiv good to 
me 111 conveying me away, as above, but I had not 
seen the end of things yet, for unless the hills were 
paid, I might still be .i gie.it losei bv my Diitilmmn, 
and he might, peih,ips, have vontined all that aftaii 
of the Jew to put me into a flight and get me to 
lun awav, and that as if it weie to save my life, 
that if the bills should he lotiised, I w.is iheated 
with a witness, .md the like lint thisi were but 
surmises, and, indeed, ueie peifeitly without cause, 
foi the honest man avted .is honest men always do, 
with tin upiight and disinteiested pi.nciplc, and 
with a sincerity not often to be found in the world 
What gain he made by tlie ew h uige was pist, and 
was nothing but wlial vv.is his due, and was in the 
wav of his busiiie'ss, Imt otheiwisc he n.ade no 
advantage of me at all 

When I passed in the shiji lietwccn Dover and 
Calais and saw helovtd iMiglaiid oiiee more under 
my view — England, whuh I counteil my native 
eountrv, being tlie jilace I was bred uji in, though 
not boin there — a stiaiige kind of )0\ possessed 
my mind, and I had siith a longing desire to be 
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there that 1 would have given the master of the 
ship twenty pistoles to have stood over and set me 
on shore in the Downs , and when he told me he 
(ould not do it — that is, that he duist not do it 
if I would ha\e gneii him a hundred pistoles — I 
secietU wished that a stoim would rise that might 
dri\e the ship over to tlie coast of England, whether 
they would oi not, that I might be set on shore 
anvwhcic upon English ground 

This wicked wish had not been out of mv thoughts 
above two or three houis, but the master steeling 
awa\ to the iioith, as was his loiiisc to do, we lost 
sight of land on that side, and only had the Flemisli 
shoie 111 view on oui light hand, oi, as the seamen 
tall it, the sfaiboaid side, and then, with the loss 
of tlie sight, the wish for landing in England abated, 
and I coiisideied how foolish it was to wish myself 
out of the way of mv business, that if I had been 
on shore in England, I must go back to Holland 
on account of iiiy bills, which were so considerable, 
and I haying no c oi i espondenc e there that I could 
not have maiiaged it without going myself But 
we had not been out of sight of England many 
hours lic'foie the weathei began to change, the winds 
whistled .nicl made a noise, and the seamen said to 
one aiiothei that it would blow haul at night It 
was then about two lioiiis before sunset, and we 
passed by Dunkirk, .iiid I think they said we 
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were in sight of Ostcnd but then the ii ind grow 
high and the sea swelkd, .nut all things looked 
ternble, cspetialU to iis that nndei-stood nothing 
but just what we saw before us , in short, inglit 
came on, and vei\ d.uk it was, the wind freshened 
and blew haider and hardet, and alaiut two hours 
within night it blew a teinblc stoini 

I was not (|Uite a -tiangei to the sea, baling (onie 
ffom Uochelle to England when I was a child, and 
gone fioin London, b\ the Ituei 'Ih.nnes, to Fiance 
afteiwaid, as I haic siid But I lagan to Ix' 
alarmed a little with tin teiiihic tlammir of the 
men o\er m\ head, foi I had iicsei been in a stoiiii, 
and so bad never seen the hke, oi hcaid it, and 
once offering to look out at the dooi of the steerage, 
as they called it, it stiuck me will) siiih hoiror (the 
daikncss, the tieiccness of the wind, Hit ditiidful 
height of the wave-,, and the liniii die Dutch suilois 
were in, whose language 1 did not- midei stand one 
word ot, neithci when they cnised oi when they 
prayed), I say, all tliese things together Idled me 
with teiioi, and, in slioil, I lagan to he ver\ much 
frighted 

When I was come back into the gieat tahiii, there 
sat Am\, who was \ci\ sea-sick, and i had a little 
befoie given hei a sup o( coidial watei^ to help hci 
stomach When Amy saw me tome Lick and sit 
down without speaking, tea so I did, she looked two 
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or three times up at iile , at last she came running 
to me “Deal madam,” sajs she, “what is the 
mattei ? What makes \ou look so pale ? Why, 
you aii’L well, wliit is the mattei I said noth- 
ing still, but held up my hands two oi three times 
Viiiy doubled hei importunities, upon that I said 
no more but, “ Step to the steerage-door, and look 
out, as I did ” so she went away immediately, and 
looked too, us I hud hidden hei , but the poor gn 1 
came hack ag.uii iii the gieatest amazenieiit and 
honor th.it evoi I saw any poor creature in, wiing- 
ing her h.uids and <r\ing out she was undone' she 
was undone ' she stiould be diowned ' they were all 
lost ' Thus she laii about the cabin like a mad 
thing, and as peifcctly out of her senses as any one 
in such a case could be supposed to be I was 
flighted myself, hut wlien I saw the giil in such 
a teinhlo agony, it hiouglit me a little to myself, 
and I began to talk to hei and put her in a little 
hope I told lici thcie was many a ship in a stoiiii 
that was not cast away, and I lioped we should not 
he diowned, that it was true the stoim was very 
dreadful, hut I did not sec tliat the seamen weie 
so much conceined as we weie And so I talked 
to her as well as 1 could, though niy heart was full 
enougli of it, as well as Amy’s, and death begun 
to stale in iiiy face, ay, and something else too 
— that IS to say, conscience, and my mind 
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very much, disturbed , but I had nobody to com- 
fort me 

But Amy being in so much worse a condition — 
that IS to say, so much more ternfied at the stoini 
than I was — I had something to do to comfort her 
She was, as I liaic said, like one distracted, and 
went laving about the cabin, (i\ing out she was 
undone' undone' slie should be diowned ' and the 
like And at last, the ship giving i jeik, bv the 
foite, I sufipose tti some violent viaie, it thiew poor 
Ain> (|Uitc don n, fo" shi was nenk cnoiigli beloie 
with being sea-sii k, and as it threw lui toniaul, the 
pool gnl stunk Ik I licad against tlie biilk-liead, ns 
the sennien tall it, of the i ibin, anil laid her as 
dead as a stone upon the flooi t» ilei k . that is to 
say, she was so to all .ipptaiaiue 

I (lied out foi help, but it liiid been all one to 
have cued out on the top of a nioniitain v here 
iiobodv had been within (ivt null- ot int. hii the 
seaiiicn weic so engaged and niaih so inuili noise 
that nobody heaid nu oi tajiu iitsu a.i I opened 
the gicat cabin dooi, and looked into the siteiagc 
to ciy foi help, but theie, to iiiciease iiiv fiighl, was 
two seamen on then knees at piayeis, and only one 
man who stecied, and lie made i gioaiioig noise too, 
which I took to be saying his jiiayeis, but it secaiis 
it was answ ei mg to tliose aliovc', when they called 
to him to tell him which viav to stcei 
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Herf wa-. no lu'lp foi me, or for pooi Amv> a-ncl 
tViere '■lie lav still so, mid in su<h ,i coiiditioii. that I 
did not know wliilliLi she was dead or alive In 
this flight I vi‘Mit to her, ami lifted her a little vvaj 
lip, setting her on the de<k, with hei bark to the 
hoards of the hiilk-luad , and I got a little liottle 
out of iiiv pocket, .111(1 I held it to liei nose and 
iiihlxd hci temples .111(1 what else 1 could do, but still 
Ainv show ed no signs ol life, till I felt foi her pulse, 
but (Ciiild liiiidlv (listiiigiiish In I tola .dive How- 
ever, aftei a great while, she lagan to uvive, .uid ip 
about half an-liom she came to herself, hut rcinein- 
bfied nothing at (list of what had happened to her 
foi a good while more 

W'heii she leioveicd more fullv, she asked me 
where she was I fold hei she was in the ship vet, 
but li(al knows how long it niigiit be ‘ Whv, niad- 
nni,’' savs she, ' is not the stoini over '' ' ‘ No, no,” 

s.ivs I, ■ Ainv ' “Whv, iiiadiin,’ s.ivs she, “it was 
calm )ust now' (nieaiimg when she was in the swoon- 
ing lit oeeasioned bv her t.ill) “t'alin, Ann ' ” savs 
I “ 'T IS fai fioni calm It iii.n be it will becalm 
bv-and-bv, when we me all diowned uid gone to 
heav en ” 

“ Heaven, madam ' ” savs she “ What makes 3011 
talk SO'' Heaven ' 1 go to heaven' No, no, if I 

am diowned I am damned' Don't vou know what a 
wicked eie.ituix, I have been •' I have been a whore 
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to two men, and have lived a wretched, abominable 
life of vi(ea,nd wickcdncsv foi foiiiteen veai-, Oh, 
madam ' vou know it, and God kiiowv it, and now I 
am to die — to he diowned ' t)li ' what will become 
of me’' I am undone for evei ' — ay, madam, for 
evei ' to all eteinity ' Oh' 1 am lost ' I am lost ' 
If I am drowned, I am lost for evei ' ” 

All these, y<m will ea->ilv suppose, iiiiist be so many 
stabs into the vei ^ smil of one in niy own ease It 
immediately otcuiied tonic, ' Poor Aniy ' what ait 
thou that I am not'' VVh.it hast thou Ix’cn that I 
have not been ■' Nav, I am j'liilty of inv own sin and 
thine too” T'hen it came to niv lenieiiibi mice that 
I had not only been the same with Amy, but that I 
had been the devil’s iiistiiiinent to make hei wiiked , 
that I had stiipped hei, and piostitutcd her to the 
very man that I had been n.uiffht with nivself that 
slie had but followed me, I li id been lict inked ex- 
ample , and I had led hti into all. ai d that, as we 
had sinned togethei, now wc wei" likely to sink 
togethei 

All this repeated itself to iiiv thoughts at that very 
moment, and eveiy one of Amy’s cues sounded tlius 
111 my ears “I am the wiiked lause of it all' I 
have Ixien thy 1 uin, Amy ' I have brouglit thee to 
this, and now thou art to suffii tor the sin I have 
enticed thee to ' And if thou ait lost for ever, what 
must I 1)6'' what must be my poitionf'” 
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It IS true thi-. difTeience was between us, that I 
said all these things within myself, and sighed and 
mourned iiiwaidlv ■ but Amy, as her temper was 
more violent, spoke aloud, and cried, and called out 
aloud, like one in agony 

I had hut small encouragement to give her, and 
indeed could say hut veiy little, but I got her to 
(ompose heiself a little, and not let any of the people 
of the ship iindei stand what she meant or what she 
said, but even m her gieatest coniposuie she lontin- 
ued to expiess Iterself with the utmost diead and 
teiror on nivount of the vvuked life she had lived, 
trying out she should De damned, and the like, which 
was very teiriblt to me, who knew what condition I 
was in nivself 

Upon these stiious consideiations, I was veiy peni- 
tent too loi my tormtr sins, and tried out, though 
softly, two or tliiee tunes, “Lord, have nierty upon 
me 'I'o this I added nbuiidniice of lesolutions of 
what a life I would live if it sliould please God hut 
to spaie iny life but tins one tune, how I would 
live a single and a virtuous life, and spend a great 
deal of what I had thus witkedlv got in acts of 
charity and doing good 

Undei these dreadful apprehensions I looked bat k 
on the life 1 had letl with the utmost contempt and 
abhorrence I blushed, and wondered at myself how 
I could act thus, how I could divest myself of 
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modesty and bonoui, and pioshtute myself foi gain 
and I thought, if evei it should please God to spaie 
me this one time fiom death, it would not be jios- 
sible that I should be the same eieatuie again 

Amy went faither, she praved, she lesolved, she 
vowed to lead a new life, if God would spare hei but 
this time It now began to be daylight, foi the 
storm held all night long, and it was some tomfort 
to see the light of anothei day. which none of us 
expected, hut the sea went inoniitains high, and the 
noise of the water was as frightful to us as the sight 
of the waves, not w. as any land tube seen, nor did 
the seamen h now wheicabout they weie At last, to 
oiii gie.it joy, they iimde land, whuh was m Eng- 
land, and on the toast of Suffolk , anil tlie slup being 
in the utmost distiess, they i.in for the slioie at all 
hazaids, and witti gieat ditlicultv got into Haiwith, 
wlieie they weie safe, .is to tl.o danger of death, 
but the slop was so full of water and so muib dam- 
aged that if tlics h.id not laid licr on shoie th'‘ same 
tlay she would have sunk hefoie night, .iicoiding to 
the ojiinion of the seaineii, and of the woikmcn on 
slioie too wlio were hiicd to assist them in stopping 
their leaks 

Amy was revived as soon as she heaid they h.ad 
espied land, and went out U[)on the deck , but she 
soon came in again to me ‘‘ Oh, madam ' ” saya 
she, “there's the land indeed to he seen It looks 
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like a ndge of douds, and may be all a cloud for 
au;(ht I know , but if it l>e land, 't is a great way off, 
and the sea is in such a combustion, we shall all 
[leiish befoie wc can reach it H.' is the dreadfullest 
siglit to look at the wa\cs that ever was seen Why, 
they are as high as iiiountaiiis , «e shall certainly be 
all swallowed up, foi all the land is so near” 

I had coiireued some hojie that, it thei saw land, 
wL should lie dcliyered and I told hei she did not 
understand Hinitrsol that natuic , that she might be 
sure if lhe\ saw land they would go diiettlv towards 
it, and would make ndo some liaibour but it was, 
as \mv said, a fiigntfnl dislame to it The land 
looked like clouds, and the sea went as high as 
mountains, so that no hojic appeared in the seeing 
the land, but we weu in teai of fonndeiing bcfoic 
we could reach it This made Amy so desponding 
still, but as the wind, which blew fiom the east, oi 
that way, dioye us furiously towauls the land, so 
when, about half-aii-lioiii after, I stepped to the 
steerage-door and looked out, I saw the land imich 
nearei than Amy repiesented it , so I went in and 
encouiaged Amy again, and indeed was eneouiaged 
myself 

In about an hour, or something moie, we saw, to 
our infinite satisfaction, the open harbour of Hai- 
irich, and the ycssel standing directly toyiards it, and 
Id a few minutes more the ship was in smooth water, 
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to our inexpressible comfort , and thus I had, though 
against nij will and lontian to ni^ true interest, 
what I wished foi, to be driven awa> to England, 
though it was bv a stoiin 

Nor did this iiKident do either Amy oi me much 
seiMte, tor, the daiigei being ovei, the fears of death 
vanished with it, ,iv, .md oui feai of what was bc- 
vond death also Oui sense ol the life we had lived 
went off, and with oiii letiiin to life our wiiked 
taste of life letuined, .aiul we weie both the same 
as Ixifoie, if not woise So (tilain is it that the rc- 
peiitaiKL which is hioughi iliout In the mere appre- 
hensions o( dv.ilh weals oti .is tliosi appiebcnsions 
we.u off, .uid cleathlK-d lepi iit.nm , oi stoim lepent- 
.iiiie. whuh IS much the s.iiiit, is seldom tine 

llowevci, I do not tell vou that this w.is all at 
once ncitliei , the flight we li.ul at se.i lasted a little 
while .ittei w.iids , at le.ist the impiession w,is not 
(juite blown oil as scmhi as the stoi in especiullv poor 
Amv As soon as she* set 111 i foot on shoie she fell 
fl.it upon the groiind and kissed it, an.l g.ave God 
thanks foi hei dehveiaiiie fiom tin se.i , and tuining 
to me when she got up, “I hope, mad.im,” says she, 

‘ you will never go upon the sea again ” 

I know not what ailed im not I , b,jt Amy was 
much more penitent at sen, and iiiuih moie sensible 
of hei deliverance when she landi'd and was safe, 
than I was I was in a kind of stupidity, I know 
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not well what to call it , I had a mind full of horror 
111 tilt time of the storm, and saw death before me 
as plainly as Amy, but ni\ thoughts got no vent, as 
Amy’s did I Iiad a silent, sullen kind of grief, 
whitli could not break out either in words oi tears, 
and which was thtiefoie much the woise to bear 

I had a teiror upon me foi my wicked life past, 
and tiiinly believed I was going to the bottom, 
launching into chsith, wheie I was to give an account 
of all iny past ac tioiis , and in this state, and on that 
account, I looked back upon inv wickedness with 
abhonciice, as I have said above, but 1 had no sense 
of icpentance ficim the tine motive of lepentance , 
I saw not lung of the coiiuption of natuie, the sin 
of my life, as an offence against God, as p. thing 
odious to the holiness of Ills being, as abusing Ills 
nieicv and despising Ills goodness In shoit, I had 
no tlioioiigh effectual re jientaiice, no sight of iiiy 
sms in then piopci shape, no view of a Redeemer, 
oi hope 111 Him I had only such a icpentance ns a 
ciirmiial has at the place of execution, who is soriv, 
not that he has coimmtted the ciime, as it is a erime, 
but SOI IV that he is to be bangqd for it 

It IS tiue Amy’s repentance vvoie off too, as well as 
mine, but not so soon However, we were both very 
grave foi a time 

x\s soon as we could get ic boat from the town we 
went on shoie, and iiiimeiliat>'lv went to a public- 
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Iioiist in the town <if HiuHich, viheie hc luie to 
(oiisider se^o^l^lv whiit »iis to lie done, and wliethcr 
«e should go ii|) to j^ondon or stay till the ship a as 
lefitted, which, they said, would l)e a foitinght, and 
then go for Holland, as wt intended, and as business 
lecjuircd 

Reason diiected that I should go to Holland, 
toi theio I had all inv monev to leceive, and there 
I had poisons of good reputation and characlei to 
apply to, haying letters t > them tioin the honest 
Dutch merchant at Fans, and they might peihaps 
give me a lecommendation again to meulimits in 
London, and so I should get acijuaintaiK e with some 
people of figure, winch was what I loied . wheieas 
iioyy V knew not one cicatiire in the whole city of 
London, oi anywlieie else, that I lonld go and make 
myself known to Upon these consideialions, I 
lesolved to go to Holland, whati'ci came of it 

Rut AiiiJ ciicd .111(1 tiombled, ai'd was iiiidy to 
fall into hts, when I did but meiiti m going upon 
the sea again, and begged of me not to go, oi if I 
would go, that I would le.uc her tjehiiid, though I 
was to send hei a-liegging The people in the nin 
laughed at her, and jested with her, asked hei if 
she had anv sins to confess th.it she was ashamed 
should be heard of, .uid that she was troubled with 
an evil conscience , told her, if she caiiit to sea, and 
to be 111 a storm, if she had lam with hei master, 
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she would rertauily tell hei unstress of it, and that 
it was n tonimon thing for poor maids to confess all 
the \ourig men they had lain with , that there was 
one poor giil that went ovei with her mistress, 
whose luishatid was a i,in , 

in the city of I,ondon, who confessed, in the terror 
of a stoiin, that she had lam with her master, and 
all the appientices, so often, and in such-and-snch 
places, and made the poor mistress, when she re- 
turned to 1 ondon, Hy at her husband, and mate 
such a stii as was indeed the ruin of the whole 
family Amy could liear all that well enough, for 
though she had indeed lam with her master, it was 
with her iiiisti ess’s knowledge ■uid consent, and, 
which was worse, was liei iiiisticss's own doing 1 
lecoid it to the lepioach of iiiy own vice, and to 
expose tlie excesses of siicli wickedness as they deserve 
to be exposed 

I thought Amv's feai would have been ovei hy 
that time tlie ship would be gotten leacly, but I 
found flic gill was rafhei woisc and woise , and 
when I eaiiie to the point that we must go on boaid 
oi lose tlie passage. Ainv was so tenifiecl th.it she 
fell into fits , so tlie ship went aw.iy without us 

But my going being absolutely necessary . as alrove, 
I was obliged to go in the packet-boat some tune 
aftei, and leave Ainv behind at Haiwich, but with 
diicctions to go to London and stay there to leceive 
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letteis and oiders from me what to do Now I was 
become, from a Indv of plcasiue, a woman of business, 
and of gicat business too, I assme von 

I got me a seivant at Harwich to go over with 
me, who had been at Rc^tteidam, knew tlie place, and 
spoke the language, which was a gieat help to me, 
and nwav I went I had a veiv ipiick passage and 
pleasant weather, and, coming to Kotteidani, soon 
found out the nicrehaiit to whom I was lei omniended, 
who received me with extiaoidinai \ respect And 
fiist he acknowledged the accepted bill for four thou- 
sand pistoles, which he afterwaids paid puiictuallj . 
other bills that I had also p.iv.ibl( at Amsteiclain 
he piocuied to be leceiicd foi me, and wheieas 
one of the bills foi one tlioiisaiiil two hiindicd 
Clowns was piotested at Amstciclaiii, he p.cid it 
me himself, for the honour of the nuloisei, as he 
called it, which was iiiv fiieiid tlie menliaiit at 
Pans 

Ttieie I entered into a negotiation hv his means 
foi niv jewels, and lie biouglit me scceial |ewclleis 
to look on them, and paitunlailv one to value them, 
and to tell me what eveiv paiticnlar was worth 
This was a iiian who had gie.it skill in jewels, but 
did not trade at that time, uini he w is desired by 
the gentleman that I was with to see tliat I might 
not be imposed upon 

All this work took me Up neai half n \enr and by 
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managiDg ni^ business thus myself, and having 
laige sinus to do with, I became ns eicpert in it as 
any she-ineuhant ol them all I had ciedit in the 
bank foi .1 huge sum of money, and bills and notes 
foi much moic 

Aftei I had lietn here aliout thiee months, in\ 
maid ,\iiiy wrifis me «oid that she had leeeived a 
lettei fiom hei fi lend, as she tailed him That, by 
the way, was tlie pinae’s gentleman, that had been 
Amy’s extiaoidin.uv fiiend indeid, for Amy mined 
to me he liad lain yiitli hei a bundled times, that is 
to say, as often as he pleased, and jieihnps in the 
light yeais yiliiih that atlaii lastial it might lx; a 
great deal ottenei This yias aliat she called hei 
tiiend, who she corresponded yvith upon th-s pni- 
tiiiilai sul))e(t, and, among othei things, sent liei 
this jiaitidihii news, that mv cxtraordinaiy friend, 
my leal luisliand, yiho lode in the gun d’oiinci, yias 
dead, that he yias killed in a leiuonntei, as they call 
it Ol nceidcntul scuttle among the troopeis , and so 
the |adi eongratnlated me upon my bcmig iiom a real 
lice yyoiiian ‘•And iioyy, madam,” says she at the 
end of hei Icttei, “you haye nothing to do but to 
come liithei and set up a coaeli and a good ecjmpagc, 
and it beauty and a good foitune yioiit make yon a 
diichcss, iiotlniig yiill’ Hut I had not fixed niy 
mensuies yet I hid no iiiclniation to he a Mitt 
again I had had such bad luck with nn fust hus- 
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band, I hated the llioiighl> of il I found tliat a 
wife IS tieated with indifleieiue, ii unstress witli 
a stioiig passion, a wife is looked upon as but an 
upper seivant, a niisticss i-, a sovereign , a ^ife must 
give up all she has, have eveij restive she makes foi 
herself be thought haul of, ajid be upbiaided with 
her \eiv p.u-inonev, whcKas a nnstrtss makes the 
saving tiue, tb it what tht min has is hers, and what 
she has is her own , the wife lieais a thousand insults, 
and Is foiitd to sit still and bear it, oi pint, and be 
undone a unstress insulted helps hcistlf nninediatelv, 
and takes aiiothei 

'L'liese weie iiiv wuktd aiguments for w hoi mg, foi 
I iievei set against tbeni tbeUifleiemL anotbei vvay 
— I may sav, tvei\ other wav , how tliat, first, a 
wife appeals boldiv and hononi.iblv with, her hns- 
liaiid, lives at home, and possesses his house, his 
seivants, Ins Kpiipages, and has a light to them all, 
and to ( dl tlieiii her own, eiitcituins Ins fiieiids, 
owns Ills chddien, and has the 'etiiiii of duty and 
affictimi fioin them, as thtv aic lice her own, and 
(laiiiis upon Ins estate, by tin i.islom ot England, if 
lie dies and leasts liei a widow 

The whole skulks ahout in lodgings, is visited in 
the daik, disowned upon all ottasioiis befoit (lod 
and man , is niaiiit, lined indeed, lor a time, hut is 
ceitainlv eondtmneel to be abandoiit d at last, and 
left to tile imseiies of fate and hei own just disaster 
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Jf she hns aiiv i liildicji, hei ciiflea\i)iii is to get nd 
of thrill, unci nnl iiiaiiibiiii them, and if she lives, 
she IS iirlaiii to see them all hate her, and he 
aahameif ol hti While the \iie lages, and the man 
IS III till devil's hand, slie has liini , and while slie 
has him, she inakis a |»ic\ of him , hut if he hap- 
|)ens to tall si< k if aii\ disaste'i hefalls him, the‘ 
lailse of all las upon liei Ht is sure to la\ all his 
eiistoi tulles at he i dooi , and it once he comes to 
lOfientanee, oi makes hut one step towards a refor- 
im tioii, he laginsKilh Ik i havc's liei, uses tier as 
she descTv c*s, hale s he i, ahliois liei, iiiel sees her no 
inene, and that witli this nexer-tailing additiein, 
iianieU, that tlie iiioie 'ineeri .end unteigiipd his 
lefientaiiee is, (lie nioie e.iiiustU lu looks up, and 
the inoiv edee tiiallv he leaiks in (he moie his aver- 
sion to hei iiicicuses, and he ciiiscs iier from the 
bottom of Ins semi , nav, it must hi' a kiiiil of excess 
ot ebaiilv it he so inueh .is vcishes God ina\ forgive 
hli 

The opposite e neonistane es oi a wife anil whore 
are seuh ami so iimnv .mil I li.ive since seen the 
eliffcTeiue with such eves, ,is I could dwell upon the 
suh|ixt a giiat wlulc but niv business is history I 
hull a lung sieiie of follv vet to luii over Peihaps 
the mmal ot all mv stoiv niai bring me back again 
to this pill I ami it it docs I sli.dl speak of it fnllv 

While I lontimievl in Uollanel I received several 
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letters from my friend (so I had good leoson to call 
him) the merchant in Pans, in whuh he ga\e me a 
farthei account of the loiiduct of that rogue the Jew 
and how he acted after I was gone , how unpatienL 
he was while the said merchant kept him in suspense, 
expecting me to come again , and how he raged 
when he found 1 tame no more 

It seems, after he found I did not come, he found 
out bj his unwearied inipiiiy where I had h\ed, and 
that I had been kept as a inistiess by some guat 
person , but he could newer leain by who. except 
that he learnt the coloui of Ins liveiy In piiisuit 
of this inquiiy he guessed at the light [leison. but 
toiild not make it out, oi offer any positne pioof of 
it, but he found out the pinue’s genllein.iii, and 
talked so saucily to him ot it tliat the genblemaii 
treated him, as the I'hench call it, a toup df hiiton 
— that IS to say, caned him very seveiely, ics he 
deserved, and that not satisfring him, or (Uiing his 
insolence, he was met one night lute upon the Pont 
Neuf, in Pans, liy two men, who, muffling him up 
111 a gre.it cloak, caiiied him into a more piivate 
place and cot off botli his cars, telling him it was 
for talking irnpndently of Ins siipeiiors, adding that 
he should take care to govern his tongue bettcT 
and behave witli more maimers, or the next time 
they would cut his tongue out of his head 

This put a check to his sauciness that way , but he 
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comes bark to the nici chant and threatened ro begin 
a process against him toi corresponding with me, and 
being accessory to the muider of the jeweller, 

The merchant found by his discourse that he sup- 
posed I was piotected by the said Piinte de , 

nay, the logue said he was sure I was in his lodgings 
at V'ei sallies, for he never had so much as the least 
intimation of the way I was leally gone, but that I 
was thcie he was certain, and certain that the 
merchant was piivy to it The meuhant bade him 
dehaiice However, he gave him a great deal of 
tiouble and put him to a great charge, and had like 
to have brought liim in for a paity to my escape, in 
which case he would h.ive been oliligcd to have pro- 
duced me, and that in the penvlty of some capita] 
sum of money 

But the meidiant was too many for him another 
w'ay, foi he biought an information against him foi 
a cheat, wheicin laying down tlie whole fact, how 
he intended falsely to accuse the vvidow of the 
jeweller for the supposed murdei of her husband , 
that he did it puiely to get the jewels from her, 
and that he offered to bung him (the merchant) in, 
to be confedeiate with linn, and to sbaie the jewels 
between them, pioving also his design to get the 
jewels into his hands, and then to have dropped the 
prosecution upon condition of my ipiitting the jewels 
to him Upon this charge he got him laid by the 
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heels , so he was sent to the Conciergeue — that 
to say, to Biidewell — and the merchant cleared 
He got out of jail in a little while, though not with- 
out the help of money, and ccrtitinued teasing the 
meidiant a long while, and at last threatening to 
assassinate and niuider him So the marchaiit, who, 
having bulled his wife about two months before, 
was now a single man, and not knowing what such 
a \illam might do, thought fit to quit Pans, and 
tame away to Holland also 

It IS most certain that, speaking of originals, I 
was the souite and spring of all that trouble and 
ve\.atiori to this honest gentleman , and as it was 
afteiwaids in my power to have made him full satis- 
faction, and did not, 1 lannot say but I added in- 
gratitude to all the rest of my follies , but of that I 
shall give a fullei account [iicsently 

I was suipiised one moiiiing, when, being at the 
merchant’s house who he had recommended me to in 
Rotteidam, and being busy in his counting-house, 
managing my bills, and preparing to write a letter 
to him to Pails, I hcaid a noise of lioises at the 
dooi, which IS not very common in a city where 
eveiybody passes by water , but he had, it seems, 
feiiied ovei the Maas fiom Willcmstadt, and so came 
to the leiy dooi, and I, looking towards the door 
upon healing the hoises, saw a gentleman alight and 
come in at the gate I knew nothing, and expected 
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nothing, to be suie, of the person , but, as I say, was 
surprised, and indeed more than ordinal ily surprised, 
when, coming nearer to me, I saw it was my niei chant 
of Pans, my benefactor, and indeed my deliverer 

1 confess it was an agrc'eable surprise to me, and I 
was exceeding glad to see him, who was so honour- 
able and so kind to me, and who indeed had saved 
my life As soon as he saw me he ran to me, took 
me in his aims, and kis-.ed me with a freedom that 
he never offered to take with me before “Dear 

Madam sn\ s he, “ I am glad to see you safe 

in this tountr\ , if >oii had stayed two days longei 
in Pans \ou had been undone” I was so glad to 
sec him that I could not speak a good while, and 
I huist out into tears without speaking a woid for 
a minute , but I letoveicd that disoider, and said, 
“The more, sii, is my obligation to you that saved 
iiiy life , ” and added, “ I am glad to sec y ou here, 
that I may consider how to balance an account in 
which I am so much your debtoi ” “You and I 
will adjust that matter easily,” says he, “now we 
are so near together Piav wheie do you lodge’’” 
says he 

“In a veiy honest, good house.” said I, “where 
that gentlcin.iii, voui friend, lecoinmended me,” 
pointing to the ineichant in whose house we then 
were 

“And wlieie you iiiav lodge too, sir,” says the 
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gentleman, "if it Miits with your business and your 
othei convenicncv " 

“With all my heart,” says he “Then, madam,” 
adds he, turning to me, “I shall be near you, and 
have time to tell ^ou a stoiy which will be very 
long, and \et manv ways veiv pleasant to you, how 
troublesome that devilish fellow, the Jew, has been 
to me on your account, and what a hellish snare 
he had laid for y'ou, if he could have found you ” 
“ I shall have leisuie too, sir,” said I, “to tell you 
all my adicntuies since that, which have not been 
a few, I assure you ” 

111 shoit, he took up his lodgings in the same 
house where I lodged, and the loom he lay in 
opened, as he was wishing it would, just opposite 
to my lodguig-room, so we could almost call out 
of bed to one anothei , and I was not at all shy 
of him on that scoie, foi I believed him perfectly 
honest, and so indeed he was, and if he had not, 
that article was at piesent no part of my concern 
It was not till two oi tliree davs, and after his 
fust huiries of business were over, that we began to 
enter into the history of our affaiis on every side, 
but when we began, it took up all oui (onversation 
foi almost a fortnight Fust, I give him a partic- 
ular account of eveiything that happened mateiial 
upon my voyage, and how vvc were diiven into 
Harwich by a vciy teinble storm , how I had left 
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my womflti behind me, so frighted with the danger 
she had been in that she duist not \entnre to set 
her foot into a ship again any more, and that I had 
not come mvself if the bills I had of him had not 
been payable in Holland, but that money, he might 
see, would make a woman go anywhere 

He seemed to laugh at all oui womanish fears 
upon the occasion of the storm, telling me it Has 
nothing but what was veiv oiduiary in those seas, 
but that they had liarbours on eveiy toast so near 
that they were seldom in dangei of being lost indeed 
“Foi,” says he, “if they tannot fetch one coast, 
they can always stand away foi anothei, and run 
afoie it,” as he called it, “ for one side or other” 
But when I came to loll him what a tiazy shiji it 
was, and how, e\en yvhtn they got into Harwich, 
and into smooth watei. they were fain to run the 
ship on shine, oi she would hate sunk in the veiy 
harboiii , and when I told him that when 1 looked 
out at the tabin-door I saw the Diitihmen, one upon 
his knees here, and another theie, at their piaycis, 
then indeed be atknowledged I had leason to be 
alaimed, but, smiling, he added, “But you, madam,” 
says he, “are so good a lady, and so pious, you 
yvould but haye gone to heaceii a little the sooner 
the difference had not been much to you ” 

I confess when he said this it made all the blood 
turn in my veins, ami I thought I should lave 
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fainted “Poor gentleman, ’ thought I, ‘you know 
little of me What would I give to be really what 
you really think me to be ' ” He pei ceived tlie dis- 
order, but said nothing till I spoke, when, shaking 
my head, “ Oh, sii ' ” said I, “ death in any shape has 
some tenor in it, but in the frightful figure of a 
storm at sea and a sinking ship, it comes with a 
double, a tieble, and indeed an inexpressible hornir , 
and if I were that saint you think me to be (which 
God knows I am not), it is still veiy dismal I 
desire to die in a calm, if I can ” He said a great 
many good things, and very prettily oidered his dis- 
comse between serious reflection and compliment, but 
I had too much guilt to relish it as it was meant, so 
I turned it off’ to something else, and talked of the 
necessity I had on me to come to Holland, but I 
wished myself safe on shore in England again 

He told me he was glad I had such an obligation 
upon me to come over into Holland, bowevei, but 
hinted tliat he was so inteiested in my welfare, and, 
besides, had such fuither designs upon me, that if I 
had not so happili been found in Holland he was 
resolved to have gone to England to see me, and 
that it was one of the principal leasons of his leaving 
Pans 

1 told him I was extremely obliged to him for so 
far interesting himself in m> affairs, but that I had 
been so far his debtor before that I knew not how 
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anything could increase the debt , foi I owed my life 
to him already, and I could not be in debt for any- 
thing more valuabh than that He answered in the 
most obliging manner possible, that he would put it 
in my power to pa) that debt, and all the obligations 
besides that ever he bad, or should be able to lay 
ujion me 

I began to understand him now, and to see plainly 
tliat he resolved to make love to me, but I would by 
no means seem to take the hint , and, besides, I knew 
that he had a wife witli him in Pans , and I had, 
just tlun at least, no gust to any more intiigmng 
Howevei, he suipiised me into a sudden notice of 
the thing n little while a*ter b\ saving something in 
Ills discourse that he did. as he said, in his wife’s 
days I staited at that woid, “What mean vou by 
that, sir’'” said I “Have you notawifeat Pans?” 
“No, madam, indeed,” said lie, “my wife died the 
beginning of Septembei last,” which, it seems, wa.s 
but a little after I came away 

We lived 111 the same bouse all tins while, and as 
we lodged not fai off of one another, opportunities 
were not wanting of ns near an at (piaintance ns we 
might desire, nor have such oppoitunities the least 
agency in vicious minds to bnng to pass even what 
they might not intend at first 

Howevei, thoiigli he courted so mucliat a distance 
vet his pretensions were veiy lionourable, and as I 
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had before found him ii most disinterested friend, 
and perfectly honest in his dealings, even when I 
trusted him with all I had, so now I found him 
strictly virtuous, till I made him otherwise myself, 
even almost whether he would or no, as you shall 
heal 

It was not long after our formei discourse, when 
he repeated what he had insinuated before, namely, 
that he had ^et a design to lay befoie me, which, if 
I would agree to his proposals, would more than 
balance all accounts between us I told him I could 
not reason, ibly deny bun anything , and except one 
thing, which I hoped and believed he would not 
think of, I should think nuself very iingiateful if 
I did not do eveiything for him that lay in my 
powei 

Ho told me what he should desire of me would be 
fully 111 my power to grant, oi else he should be veiy 
unfriendly to offer it , and still all this while he de- 
clined making the proposal, as he called it, and so 
for that time we ended our discourse, turning it off 
to othei things So that, in short, I beg,in to think 
he might li.ivc met with some disaster in Ins business, 
and might have come away from Pans in some dis- 
credit, or had had some blow on his affairs in general , 
and as leally I had kindness enough to hav'e parted 
with a good sum to have helped him, and was in 
giatitude bound tg have done so, he having so effect- 
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iiallj saved to me all I had, so I lesolved to make 
him the offer the fitst time I had an opportunity, 
which two or three days aftci offeied itself, 'very much 
to iny satisfaction 

He had told me at large, though on several occa- 
sions, the tieatment he had met with fiom the Jew', 
and what expense he had put him to , how at length 
he had cast him, as .iboie, and had recovered good 
damage of him, but that the logue was unable to 
mak 1 him any considerable reparation He had 

tohl me also how the I'lince de ’s gentleman 

had lesentcd his treatment of his inastei, and how 
he had caused him to lie used upon the I’ont Neuf, 
fifc , as I have mentioned above, which I laughed at 
most heaitily 

“It IS a pity,” said I, “ that I should sit here and 
make that gentleman no amends . if you would 
direct me, sir,” said I, “how to do it, I wo ild make 
him a handsome present, and acknowledge the jus- 
tice he had done to me, as well as to the prince, 
his niastei ” He said he would do what I directed 
in it, so I told him I would send him five hundred 
Clowns “That’s too much,” said he, “ for you are 
but half interested in the usage of the Jew , it was 
on his master’s account he corrected him, not on 
yours” Well, however, we were obliged to do 
nothing in it, for neither of us knew how to direct 
a letter to him, or to direct anybody to him , so I 
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told him I would lea\e it till I came to England, for 
that my woman, Amy, corresponded with him, and 
tliat he had made love to her 

, “Well, but, Ml," said I, “as, in lequital for his 
generous concern for me, I am careful to think of 
him, it IS but just that what expense you have been 
obliged to be at, which was all on m\ account, 
should be repaid you, and therefore," said I, “let 

me see " And there I paused, and began to 

reckon up what I had observetl, from his ovm dis- 
course, it had cost him in the seveial disputes and 
hearings which he had with that dog of a Jew, and I 
cast them up at something above 2130 crowns, so 
I pulled out some bills which 1 had upon a merchant 
in Amsteidam, and a pniticular account in bank, and 
was looking cm them in older to give them to him , 
when he, seeing evidently what I was going about, 
interrupted me with some wannth, and told me he 
would have nothing of me on that account, and 
desiied I would not pull out mv hills and papers 
on that scene , that he had not told me the storv on 
that account, or with any such view, that it had 
been his misfoitune first to bring that ugly rogue 
to me, which, though it was with a good design, yet 
he would punish himself with the expense he had 
been at for his being so unlucky to me , that I could 
not think so haid of him as to suppose he would 
take money of me, a widow, for seiving me, and 
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doing acts of kindness to me in a strange country, 
and in distress too , but he said he would repeat 
what he had said before, that he kept me for a 
deeper leckoniiig, and that, as he had told me, he , 
would put me into a posture to even all that favoui, 
as I called it, at once, so we should talk it ovei 
another time, and balance all together 

Now I expected it would come out, but still he 
put it off, as before, from whence I concluded it 
could not be mattci of lose, for that those things 
are not usually delayed in such a inannei, and there- 
foie it must be mattci of money Upon which 
thought I bloke the silence, and told him, that as 
he knew I had<hy obligation, more kindness for him 
than to deny any f,i\oui to him that I could grant, 
and that he seemed backward to mention his case, 

I begged lease of Inm to gi\e me lease to ask him 
whether anything lav upon Ins mind svith inspect to 
his business and effc-cts in the woild , that if it did, 
he knew svhat I bad iii the woild as well as I did, 
and that, if he wanted nionev, 1 would let him have 
any sum for bis occasion, as fai as hve oi six thou- 
sand pistoles, and he should pas me as his own aflaiis 
would permit , and that, it he never paid me, I 
would assure him that I would never giie him anv 
tiouble f6r it 

He rose up with ceremony, and gave me thanks 
in terms that sufficiently told me he had been bred 
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among people nioie polite and more courteous than 
IS esteemed the oidmaiy usage of the Dutch , and 
aftei his compliment «ds ovei he came neaiei to me, 
and told me he svas obliged to assuie me, though 
with lepeated acknowledgments ot mv kind offer, 
that he v\as not in any «ant of money , tliat he had 
met with no uneasinesis in any of his affaiis — no, 
not of any kind whatever, except that of the loss of 
his wife and one ot his children, which indeed had 
tioubled him much , but that this was no part ot 
what he had to offei me, and by gi anting which I 
should balance all obligations, hut that, in shoi t, it 
was that, seeing Fiovidence had (as it were foi that 
puiposc) taken his wife fioin him, I would make up 
the loss to him , and with that he held me fast in 
his arms, and, kissing me, would not give me leave 
to sav no, and haidly to bieathe 

At length, having got room to speak, I told him 
that, as I had said before, I could deny him but one, 
thing in the woild , I was very soiiy he should pro- 
pose that thing only that I could not grant 

I eould not but smile, however, to myself that he 
should make so many circles and roundabout motions 
to come at a discourse which had no such ran tv at 
the bottom of it, if he had known all But theie 
was anotliei leasoii why I resolved not to have him, 
when, at the same tunc, if he had courted me in a 
manner less honest oi virtuous, I believe I should 
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not have deineH him , but I shall come to that pait 
presen tl3' 

He was, as I haie said, long a-brniging it out, but 
when he had hi ought it out he pursued it with such 
iiiipoi tunitics as iioiild admit of no denial, at least 
he intended the\ should not , but I resisted them 
obstinately, and yet with expressions of the utmost 
kindness and lespeit loi him that could be imagined, 
often telling him there was nothing else in the woild 
that I could deny him. ,ind showing him all the 
respect, and upon all occasions tieating him with 
intnnacy and fieedoin, as if he had been my brother 

He tiled all the wavs imaginable to bung his 
design to pass, but I was iiiflexible At last he 
thought of a way which, he flattcicd hiiiiself, would 
not fail , nor would he have been mistaken, peihaps, 
in any othei woman in the woild but me This was, 
to tiy if he could take me at an advantage and get 
to bcxl to me, and then, as was most latioiial to 
think, I should willingly enough marry him aftei- 
w ai ds 

We were so intimate together that nothing but 
man and wife could, or at least ought, to be more, 
but still our freedoms kept within the bounds of 
modesty and decency But one evening, above all 
the rest, we were very iiieiiy, and I fancied he 
pushed the ninth to watch foi his advantage, and I 
resolved that I would at least feign to be as ineiiy 
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as he, and that, in shoit, if he offered anything he 
should have his will easily enough 

About one o’cloik in the morning — for so long 
we sat up together — I said, “ Come, ’t is one o’clock , 
I must go to bed ” “ Well,” says he, “ I’ll go with 

you ” “No, no,” says I, “go to youi own cham- 
ber ” He said he would go to bed with me “ Nay,” 
sa\ 5 I, “ it you will, I don’t know what to say , if I 
can’t help it, you must ” However, I got from him, 
left him, and went into niy chamber, but did not 
sluit Hie door, and as he could easily see that I was 
undicssing myself, lie steps to his own room, which 
was but on the same floor, and in a few minutes 
undi esses himself also, and returns to my dooi in 
his gown and slipptis 

I thought he had been gone indeed, and so that 
be had been in jest , and, by the way, thought either 
he had no mind to the thing, oi that he never in- 
tended it, so I shut niv door — that is, latched it, 
fill I seldom locked oi bolted it — and went to bed 
I had not been in bed a minute but lie comes in his 
gown to the dooi and opens it a little way, but not 
tiKHigh to come in oi look in, and says softly, 
“ ^Vhat ’ aie you really gone to bed “ Yes, yes,” 
says I, “get you gone” “No, indeed,” says he, 
“ I shall not be gone , you gave me leave befoie to 
come to bed, and you shan’t say ‘Get you gone’ 
now ” So he tomes into my room, and then turns 
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about and fastens the door, and immediately comes 
to the bedside to me I pretended to scold and 
stiuggle, and bid him begone with more warmth 
than before , but it was all one , he had not a rag of 
clothes on but his gown and slippers and shut, sb 
he throws off his gown, and throws open the bed, 
and came in at once 

I made a seeming resistance, but it was no more 
indeed , foi, as above, I resolved fiom the beginning 
he should be with me if he would, and, for the lest, 
I left it to come after 

Well, he lay with me that night, and the two 
next, and very menv we were all the tliiee d.i\s 
Ijetween , but the thud night he began to be a little 
more grave “Now, my dear,” says he, “though I 
have pushed this matter fai ther than evei I intended, 
or than I believe you expected from me, who never 
made any pietences to lou but wliat weie very 
honest, yet to heal it all up, and let you see how 
sincerely L meant at first, and how honest I will ever 
be to you, I am ready to maiiv vou still, and desiie 
you to let it be done to-morrow morning , and I 
will give you the same fair conditions of mniiiage 
as I would have done before” 

This, it must be owned, was a testimony that he 
was veiy honest, and that he loved me sincerclv , but 
I constiued it cjuite luiothei wii\, iiaineU. that he 
aimed at the monev But how suipnsed did he 
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look, and how »a.s he confounded, when he found 
me receive his pioposal with coldness and indiffei- 
eiice, and still tell him that it was the only thing I 
eould not giant * 

He was astonished “ What * not take me now," 
says he, “when I have been abed with you'” I 
answered coldly, though respectfully still, “ft is 
true, to my shame be it spoken,” says I, “ that you 
have taken me by sui prise, and have had your will 
of me, but I hope you will not take it ill that I 
launot consent to marry for all that If I am with 
child,” said I, “ care must be taken to manage that 
ns vou shall direct, I hope you won’t expose me foi 
my h<i\ mg exposed myself to you, but I cannot go 
any faithei ” And at that point I stood, and would 
hear of no niatiiniony by any means 

Now, because this may seem a little odd, I shall 
state the matter cle.ulv, as I understood it myself 
I knew that, while I was a misliess, it is customaiy 
for the person kejit to receive fiom them that keep , 
but it 1 should be a wife, all I had then was given 
up to the husband, and I was henceforth to be undei 
his authoiitv only , and ns I had money enough, and 
needed not feai being what they call a cast-off 
imsticss, so I had no need to give him twenty 
thousand pounds to marry me, which had been buy- 
ing my lodging too dear a great deal 

Thus his pioject of coming to bed to me was a 
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bite upon himself, while he intended it for a bite 
upon me , and he was no neaier his aim of mann- 
ing me than he was before All his argument's he 
could uige upon the subject of matrimony were at 
stn end, foi I positively declined mairying him , and 
as he had lefused the thousand pistoles which I had 
offered Inm in compensation foi his expenses and 
loss at Pans with the .lew, and had done it upon 
the hopes he had of maiiving me, so when he found 
his way difficult still, he was ama/ed, and, I had 
some leason to believe, lepented that he had refused 
the money 

lint thus it IS when men run into wicked measures 
to bung their designs about* I that was infinitelv 
obliged to him befoie, began to talk to him ns if 
I had balanced accounts with him now, and that 
the favour of lying with a whore was e(|ual, not to 
the thousand pistoles onl>, but to all the debt I 
owed him foi saving in\ life and all my effects 

But he diew himself into it. and though it was 
a deal baigaiii. vet it w.as a bargain of his own 
making , he could not say I had tucked him into 
it But as he piojccted and diew me in to he with 
him, depending that was a suie game in older to 
a mariiage, so I gi anted him the favour, as he 
railed it, to balance the account of favours lecened 
fiom him, and keep the thousand pistoles with a 
good giace 
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He was extremely disappointed in this aiticle, and 
knew not how to manage for a great while, and as 
I dare say, if he had not expected to have made 
it an earnest foi mairying me, he would not have 
attempted me the other way, so, I believed, if it 
h.id not been for the money whith he knew I had, 
he would nevei have desired to mairy me aftei he 
had lam with me For where is tlie man that cares 
ti) many a whole, though of his own making ^ And 
as I knew him to be no fool, so I did him no wrong 
when I supposed that, but foi the money, he would 
not have had any thoughts of me that wav, espe- 
cially aftei my yielding as I had done . in which it 
IS to be lemernbeied that I made no capitulation 
toi mairying him when I yielded to him, but let 
him do just what he pleased, without any pievious 
baigaiii 

Well, hitherto we went upon guesses at one 
anothei’s designs , but as he continued to nii[)Oitune 
me to niarii, though he had Iain with me, and still 
did he with me ns often as he pleased, and I con- 
tinued to lefuse to marry him, though I let him lie 
with me wliciicvei he dcsiied it, I say, as these two 
circumstances made up oiii conversation, it could 
not continue long thus, but we must come to an 
explanation 

One morning, in tlie middle of our unlawful free- 
doms — that IS to say, when we weie in bed together 
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— he sighed, and told me he desiied m> leave to 
ask me one question, and that I would give liim an 
answer to it with the same ingenious fieedoin and 
honesty that I had used to treat him with I told 
him I would Why, then, his question «as, whv I 
would not many him, seeing I allowed him all the 
freedom of a husband •‘Oi,” says he, “my deni, 
since you have been so kind as to take me to yoiii 
bed, why will you not make me youi own, and take 
me for good and all, that we mav en)ov ourselves 
without any leproach to one nnothei '* ' 

I told, him, that as I (oiifessed it was the onlv 
thing I could not comply with him in, so it was the 
only thing in all my actions that I could not give 
him a reason for, that it was tine I li.ul let him 
come to bed to me, whuh was supposed to be the 
gieatest favour a woman could gi.iiit but it vvas 
evident, and he might see it, that, as I was sensible 
of the obligation I was under to bun for s.iving me 
fioin the worst cm Unist.ince it was possible foi me 
to be brought to, I could deny linn nothing, and 
if I had hud any greater favour to yield him, I 
should have done it, that of inatiimony only ex- 
cepted, and he could not but see that I loved him 
to an extraordinary degree, in every part of ni\ 
behavioui to him , but that as to marrying, which 
was giving up iny libeity, it was what once he 
knew I had done, and he had seen how it had 
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huined me up and down in the world, and what it 
had exposed me to , that I had an aversion to it, 
and desired he would not insist upon it He might 
easily see I had aveision to him , and that, if I 
was with child by him, he should see a testimony of 
my kindness to the fathei, for that I would settle all 
I had in the woild upon the child 

hie was mute a good while At last says he, 
Come, my deal , i ou are the hrst woman in the 
woild that evoi lay with a man and then refused to 
marry him, and therefoic there must be some othei 
leasoii for youi refusal , and I have theiefore one 
other request, and that is, if I guess at the tiue 
leason, and lemove the objection, will you then 
yield to me?'’ I told him, if he removed the ob- 
jection I must needs comply, for I should certainly 
do everything that I had no objection against 

“ Why then, my dear, it must be that either you 
are alieady engaged oi niained to some othei man, 
oi you are not willing to dispose of youi money to 
me, and expect to advance v ourself highei with your 
foituiie Now, it it be the first of these, my mouth 
will be stopped, and I have no nioie to say, but if 
it be the last, I am prejiared effectually to remove 
the objection, and answei all you can say on that 
subject ” 

I took him up short at the first of these, telling 
him he must have base thoughts of me indeed, to 
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think that I <ould ^leld to him in such a manner as 
I had done, and continue it with so much freedom as 
he found I did, if I had a husband or were engaged 
to any othei man , and that he might depend upon 
it that was not my case, nor any part of my case 

‘ Why then,” said he, “ ns to the othei, I have an 
offei to make to yon that shall take off all the 
ohjettioii, VIZ, that I will not toucli one pistole of 
youi estate more than shall be with your own volun- 
tary consent, neither now or at any other time, but 
you shall settle it as you please for your life, and 
upon who you please after your death,” that I 
should see he was able to maintain me without it, 
and that it was not foi that that he followed me 
from I’aris 

I was indeed surprised at that part of his offer, 
and he might easily perceive it, it w.is not only 
what I did not expect, but it was what I knew not 
what answer to make to He had, indeed, removed 
my piincipal objection — nay, all iiiv objections, and 
it was not possible for me to give any answer, foi, 
if upon so generous an offer I should agree with him, 
1 then did as good as confess that it was upon the 
account of my money that I lefuscd him , and that 
though I could give up mv virtue and expose my- 
self, yet I would not give up iiiy money, which, 
tluiugh it was tiue, yet was leally too gross for me 
to acknowledge, and I could not pietend to marry 
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him upon that principle neither Then as to having 
him, and make over all niy estate out of his hands, 
so as not to give him the management of what I 
had, I thought it would be not only a little Gothic 
and inhuman, but would be always a foundation of 
unkindness between us, and render us suspected one 
to anothei , so that, upon the whole, I was obliged 
to give a new tuin to it, and talk upon a kind of an 
delated strain, which leallv was not in my thoughts, 
at fiist, at all , for I own, as above, the divesting 
mvself of my estate and putting iny money out of 
niv hand was the sum of the niattei that made me 
lefiise to marry, but, I say, I gave it a new turn 
upon this occasion, as follows — 

I told him I had, pcihaps, different notions of 
inattimony fiom what the leceived custom had given 
iis of it , that I thought a viomaii »as a free agent 
as well as a man, anil was born free, and, could she 
manage heiself suitablv, might enjoy that liberty to 
as inuih purpose as the men do that the laws of 
matiiinoiiy wcie indeed otherwise, and mankind at 
this time aitcd quite upon other principles, and 
those suth that a woman gave hei-self entirely away 
fiom herself, in maniagc, and capitulated, only to 
be, at best, but an upper servant, and from the time 
slic took the man she was no bettei or woise than 
the seivant among the Israelites, who had his eais 
bored — that is, nailed to fhc dooi-post — who by 
[ 223 ] 



THE LIFE OF • ROXANA 

that a( t gave himself up to be a servant during life , 
that the vcrj nature of the marriage contract was, 
in short, nothing but giving up hbeity, estate, 
authoiity, and everything to the man, and the 
woman wns indeed a meie woman ever after — that 
IS to sav, a slave 

He leplied, that though in some respects it w-as as 
I had said, yet I ought to consider that, as an equiv- 
alent to this, the man had all the care of things 
devolved upon him , that the weight of business lav 
upon his shouldeis, and as he had the tmst, so he 
had the toil of life upon him , his was the laboui, his 
the anxiety of living, that the woman liad nothing 
to do but to cat the fat and dunk the sweet , to sit 
still and look around hei, be waited on and made 
much of, be served and loved and made easy, espe- 
cially if the husband nited as became him , and that, 
in general, the labour of the man was appointed to 
make the woman live quiet and unconceined in the 
woild, that they had the name of sub|ettion with- 
out the thing , and if in inferior families they had 
the drudgery of the house and care of the provisions 
upon them, yet they had indeed much the easier 
part , foi, in general, the women had only the caie 
of managing — that is, spending what their hus- 
bands get , and that a woman hod the name of sub- 
jection, indeed, but that they generally commanded, 
not the men only, but all they had , managed all 
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for ttemseh es , and wheie the man did his duty 
the woman’s life was all ease and tranquillitv, and 
that she had nothing to do but to be easy, and to 
make all that weie about her both ea*y and nieriy 

I leturned, that while a woman was single, she was 
a masruline in hei politic capacity, that she had 
then the full (omniand of what she had, and the full 
diiectioii of what she did, that she was a man in 
hei separate capacity, to all intents .ind purposes 
that a man could he so t(> himself, that she was con- 
trolled bv none, because accountable to none, and was 
in subjection to none So I sung these two lines of 

Ml ’s — 

" Oh ' 't IS pleasant to be free, 

The sweetest Miss is Liberty ” 

I added, that wlioesei tlie woman was that had an 
estate, and would give it up to be the slave of a 
great man, that woman was a fool, and must be ht 
foi nothing but a beggai , that it was my ojiiiiion a 
woman was as ht to govern and enjoy liei own 
estate without a iimn as a man was without a 
woman, and that, if she had a mind to giatify hei- 
self as to sexes, she might entertain a man as a man 
does a mistress, tliat while she was thus single she 
was hei own, and if she gave away that powei she 
merited to be as miseiable as it was possible that 
aiiv’ cieatuie could be 

-Vll he could say could not ansvici the force of this 
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os to argument, only this, that the othei way was 
the ordinary method that the woild was guided bj , 
that he liad leason to expect I should be content 
with that whith all the woild was lontented with, 
that he was of the opinion that a sincere affection 
between a man and his wife answered all the ob- 
jet Lions that I had made about the being a slaic, 
a seivant, and the like, and wbeie theie was a 
mutual love there could be no bondage, but that 
tlicie was but one interest, one aim, one design, and 
all conspu'od to make both veiy happy 

“Ay, said I, “that is the thing I complain of 
The pietciice of afFectioii takes fioiii a woninri every- 
thing tliat can be called herself, '■he is to have no 
liiteicst, no aim, no view, but all is the inteiest, 
aim, and view of the husband, she is to be the 
passive creatuie you spoke of.” said I “ hlie is to 
lead a life of peifect indolence, and living by faith, 
not in God, but in hei husband, she sinks oi swims, 
as he is eithei fool or wise man, unhappy or pios- 
perous , and in the middle of what she thinks is liei 
happiness and prosperity, she is engulfed in unset y 
and beggary, which she h.ul not the Ic.vsL notice, 
knowledge, or suspicion of How often have I seen 
a woman living in all the spleiidoui that a plentiful 
foitune ought to allow hei, with hei coaches and 
equipages, hei family and nth fui intuie, her atten- 
dants and friends, hei visitois and good company, 
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nil about lier to-tlaj , to-monow surprised with a 
disastei, turned out of all by a commission of bank- 
1 upt, stripped to the clothes on hei back , her joint- 
uie, suppose she had it, is ,snciihced to the creditors 
so lonif as hei husband Ined, and she turned into 
tlie stieet, and left to live on the chanty of her 
fiiends, if she has an\, oi follow the monarch, hei 
husband, into the Mint, and live theie on the wreck 
of his fortunes, till he is forced to lun away fioni 
liei even theie , and then she sees her children starve, 
hei self miserable, bleaks hci heart, and cries herself 
to death ' This,” says I, “ is the state of many a 
lady that has had FI 0,000 to her portion ” 

lie did not know how feelinglv I spoke this, and 
what extieiiilties I had pone through of this kind, 
how near I was to the very last aiticle above, vi/ , 
crjing mjself to death , and how I leally starved foi 
almost two yeais together 

But he shook his head, and said, where had I 
lived ? and what dieadful families had I lived among, 
that had flighted me into such terrible apprehensions 
of things '' that these things indeed might happen 
whcie men run into hazardous things in tiade, and, 
without prudence or due consideration, launched 
then fortunes in a degree beyond then strength, 
giasping at aclveiituies beyond their stocks, and the 
like , but that, as he was stated in the world, if I 
would embaik with him, he had a fortune equal wnth 
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mine , thrit together we should have no octasion of 
engaging in businiss any more, hut that in any part 
of the woild where I had a mind to live, whetliei 
England, France, Holland, or where I would, we 
might settle, and live as happily as the world could 
make any one live , that if 1 desired the nianagement 
of our estate, when put together, if I would not trust 
him with mine, he would trust me with his, that 
we would be upon one bottom, and I should steei 
“ Av,” says I, *• von ’ll allow me to steer — that is, 
hold the helm — hut you’ll <011 the ship, as thcv 
tall it , that IS, as at sea, a Ixiy serves to stand at 
the helm, but he that gives him the ordeis is pilot ” 
He laughed at my siiiiilt ‘ No," says he , “ vou 
shall be pilot then , you shall ton the ship ” “• Av," 

sais I, “as long as you please, but yon tan take the 
helm out of iny hand when you please, and bid me 
go spin It IS not you,’’ says I, “that I suspett, 
but the-l.iws of niatiimony puts the jiowei into youi 
hands, bids you do it, commands you to command, 
and binds me, forsooth, to obey You, that aie now 
upon even teinis with me, and I with you," says I, 
“ are the next houi sot up upon the throne, and the 
humble wife plated at your footstool , all the rest, all 
that you tall oneness of inteiest, mutual affetlion, 
and the like, is tourtesy and kindness then, and <1 
woman is indeed infinitely obliged where she meets 
with it, but can’t help herself where it fails ’’ 
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Well, he did not give it over yet, but came to the 
serious part, and there he thought he should be too 
many foi me He first hinted that marrjage was 
decreed by Heaven , that it was the fixed state of 
life, which God had appointed for man’s felicity, 'and 
foi establishing a legal posterity, that theie could 
be no legal claim of estates by inheritance but by 
(liildien boin in wedlock , that all the lest was sunk 
under scandal and illegitimacy , and very well he 
talked upon that subject indeed 

But it would not do, I took him shoit theie 
“Look you, sir,” said I, ‘you have an advantage 
of me there indeed, in iny paiticulai case, but it 
would not be generous to make use of it I readily 
grant that it wcie liettei for me to have married you 
than to admit you to the liberty I have given you, 
but as I could not reconcile my judgment to mai- 
riagc, foi the leasoiis above, and had kindness enough 
foi you, and olibgation too much on me to resist 
you, I suffered youi ludeness and gave up my viitue 
Hut I have two things befoie me to heal up that 
breach of honour without that desperate one of mar- 
iiage, and those ai e, i epentance foi what is past, and 
putting an end to it for time to come ” 

He seemed to be concerned to think that I should 
take him in that manner He assuicd me that 1 
misunderstood him , that he had more manneis as 
well as more kindness for me, and moie justice than 
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to reproach me with what he had been the aggres'.oi 
in, and had siiipii'^ed me into, that what he spoke 
referied to 1113 woids above, that the woman, if she 
thought ht, might enteitain a man, as a man did a 
misfiess , and that I seemed to mention that wa}" 
of living as justifiable, and setting it as a lawful 
thing, and in the place of matiimonv 

Well, we strained some (Oinpbments upon those 
points, not woith repeating , and I added, I supposed 
when he got to bed to me he thought himself suio of 
me, and, indeed, in the oidinaij' ionise of things, 
after he had lam with me he ought to think so, but 
tliat, upon tlie same foot of aigiimeiit whiih I liad 
discoursed with him upon, it was just tlie lontrary , 
and when a woman liad been weak enougli to jield 
up tlie last point befoie wedlock, it would be adding 
one weakness to uiiothei to take the man aftciwards, 
to pin down the sliaine of it u[)on heiself all the davs 
of her life, and hind heiself to live .ill hci tune with 
the onlv man that could upbiaid liei with it , that in 
Molding at hist, she imist lie a fool, but to take the 
man is lo be sure to be called fool , that to icsist 
a mail is to act with couiage .iiid vigoiii, and to cast 
off the reproach, which, in the couise of things, diojis 
out of knowledge and dies 'I'lie mini goes one wav 
and the vvoiiian another, as fate and the c irciimstances 
of living diicct, and it thev keep one anotliei’s 
counsel, the follj is heard no more of “But to take 
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the man,” savs I, “is the most pieposterous thing in 
iiatuie, nnd (saving ^our piescnce) is to befoul one’s 
self, and live alwa\s in the smell of it No, no,” 
added I , “ after a man has lain with me as a niistiess, 
he ought never to he with me as a wife That ’s not 
only piesei \ ing the cnine in meinoi v, but it is record- 
ing it in the faiTiilv If the woman marries the man 
atteiwaids, she bears the repioadi of it to the last 
lioui If her husband Is not a man of a bundled 
tlimisand, he some tune oi othei ujibi.uds licr witli 
it If he has children, they fail not one wav oi othei 
to'liear ot it If the thildien are viitnoiis, thev do 
tlieii niothei the |UstKe to hate liei foi it. if they 
aie wicked Lhev give hei the inoitihcation of doing 
the hki, and giving her foi the e\ample On the 
othei hand, if the man and the woman part, tlicie is 
an end of the ciiine and an end of the clamoui , 
time weais out the memoiv of it, or a woman inn> 
lemove but a few sticets, and she soon outlives it, 
and hcais no more of it ” 

He was confounded at this discourse, and told me 
he could not snv but I w.as right in the mam That 
as to that part rel.vting to managing estates, it was 
arguing ci la lavaliei , it was in some sense light, if 
the women weie able to carry it on so, but that in 
general the sex weic not cap.ibk of it, then heads 
were not turned for it, and they had better choose a 
pel son capable and honest, that knew how to do 
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them justice as women, as well as to lose them , and 
that then the tiouble was all taken off of then hands 
I told him it svas a deal way of pui chasing their 
ease, toi \er^ often when the trouble was taken off 
of then hands, so was then money too , and that I 
thought it was fai safer foi the sex not to be afiaid 
of the trouble, hut to be leallv afraid of then 
inoiiev , that if iiobods was trusted, nobody would 
be deceived, and the staff in their own hands was the 
best secuiity in the woild 

He replied, that I had stai ted a new thing in the 
woild, that however I might supjioi t it by subtle 
leasomng, >et it was a wav of .irgunig that was ton- 
tiaiy to the geneial jiiactKe, and that he confessed 
he was much dis.ippointed in it , that, had he known 
I would have made siuli .i use of it, he would never 
have attempted what he did, whuh he had no wicked 
design 111, lesolving to make me lepaiation, and tliat 
he was verv sorry he h.id been so unhapjiy , that he 
was very suic he should never iiphiaid me with it 
heieaftei, and had so good an opinion of me as to 
believe I did not suspect him, but seeing I was 
positive in refusing him, notwithstanding what liad 
passed, he had nothing to do but sccuie me from 
lepioach by going back again to Pans, that so, 
according to my own way of arguing, it miglit die 
out of memory, and I might never meet with it again 
to my disadvantage 
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I was not pleased with this part at all, for I had 
no mind to let him go neither, and yet I had no 
mind to give him such hold of me as he would have 
had , and thus I wa> in a kind of suspense, iiiesolute, 
and doubtful what course to take 

I w IS in the house with him, as I have observed, 
and^I saw evidently that he was preparing to go back 
to Pans , and particularly I found he was lemittiiig 
money to Pans, which was, ns I iindei stood nftei- 
waids, to pay for some wines whith he had given 
oidei to have bought foi him .it Troyes, in C’haiii- 
pagne, and I knew not what course to take , and, 
besides that, I was veiy loth to part with him I 
found also that I was with dnld b\ him, which was 
whnt Iliad not yet told him of, and sometimes I 
thought not to tell him of it at all , but I was in a 
stiaiige place, and had no a((]uaiiitancc, though I 
had a gieat deal of substance wlmli indeed, having 
no fi lends tlicie, was the moie daiigeious to me 

This obliged me to take him one moining when I 
s,iw him, as 1 thought, a little aii\ious about his 
going, and iriesolutc bays I to him, “I fancy you 
can baldly find in your heart to leave me now ” 
‘ The mote unkind is it in you,” said he, “ severely 
unkind, to lefiise a man that knows not how to part 
with you ” 

“ I am so fai from being unkind to you,” said I, 
“that I will go ovei all the world with you if you 
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desire me to, except to Pans, where jou know I 
can’t go " 

“ It IS a pity so much love,” said he, “ on hoth 
sides should c'ei separate” 

“ Why, then,” said I, “ do you go away from me ?” 
“ Because,” said he, “ you won’t take me ” 

“ But if I won’t take you,” said I, “ you may take 
me anywheie but to Pans” 

lie was very loth to go anywhere, he said, without 
me, but he must go to Pans or the East Indies 
I told him I did not use to couit, but I durst ven- 
ture myself to the East Indies willi him, if there was 
a necessity of his going 

He told me, Cfod be thanked he was in no neces- 
sit\ of going anvwlierc, but that he had a tempting 
invitation to go to the Indies 

I answered, I would say nothing to that, but that 
I desired he would go anywhere but to Pans, because 
there he knew I must not go 

He said he had no remedy but to go w here I could 
not go, for he could not bear to sec me if he must 
not have me 

I told him that was the unkindest thing he could 
siiv of me, and that I ought to take it veiy ill, see- 
ing I knew how vei v well to oblige him to stay, with- 
out yielding to what he knew I could not yield to 
This amazed him, and he told me I was pleased to 
be mystenous, but that he was sine it was in nobody's 
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powei to hindei him going, if he resolved upon it, 
except me, who had iiifliieiue enough upon him to 
make him do anything 

Yes, I told him, I could hiiidei him, because I 
knew he c ould no more do an unkind thing by me than 
he could do an un|ust one, and to put him out of 
his pain, I told him I was with child 

He camj to me, and taking me in his aims and 
kissing me n thousand tunes almost, said, why would 
I be so unkind not to tell him that before ^ 

I told him ’ticas haul, that to have him stay, I 
should bo forced to do as ciiminals do to avoid the 
gallows, plead iiiv belly , ami that I thought I had 
given him testimonies cnougli of an affection equal 
to that of ,1 wife, if I had not onlv lam with him, 
been with child bv him, shown iiivself unwilling to 
pirt with bun, but offeied to go to the East Indies 
with him, and except one thing that 1 lould not 
grant, what could he ask iiioie r 

He stood mute a good while, but afterwarils told 
me he had a gieat deal more to say if I loiild assuie 
him that I would not take ill whatever fieedom he 
might use with me in his discourse 

I told him he might use anv freedom in w'orcls 
with me , for a woman who had given leave to such 
other freedoms as I had done had left herself no room 
to take anything ill, let it be what it would 

“Why, then,” he said, “I hope you believe, 
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madam,! Has bom a C'hristian, and that I have some 
sense of sacied things upon my mind When I 
first broke in upon my own iirtue and assaulter! 
youis, when I surprised and, as it Here, foned you 
to that nhich iicitliei ion intended or I designed 
but a few hours Ijefoie, it was upon a piesumption 
that you would ir'itainly niairy me, if onee I toulr! 
go that length with \oii, and it was with an honest 
resolution to make yon my wife 

“But I have been sinpnscd with suth a denial 
that no woman in such (iirinnstanccs ever gase to ii 
limn for certainly 't was never known that any 
woman refused to ninir\ a man that had fust lain witli 
hei, much less a man that had goUen hei with child 
But you go ujion diffeient notions from all the 
world, and though \ou reason upon it so stionglv 
that a man knows diaidli whnt to answer, yet I 
must own thcie is something in it shocking to 
rintuie, and .something \eiv unkind to youi-self 
But, above ,ill, it is unkind to the ehild that is yet 
unborn, who, if we innriy, will come into the woild 
with advantage enough, hut it not, is ruined before 
it is born , ninst be.u the eternal icproach of what 
it is not guilty of, must he hianded from its cradle 
with a maik of infamy, he loaded with the clinics 
and follies of its parents, and suffer foi sins that it 
nevei eoinmitted This I take to he very hard, and, 
indeed, ciuel to the poor infant not yet hoin, who 
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_^ou cannot think of with an} patience, if you have 
the common affection of a mother, and not do that 
for it which should at once place it on a level with 
the rest of the world, and not leave it to curse its 
parents for what also we ought to be ashamed of 
I cannot, therefore,” says he, “ but beg and entreat 
you, as you are a Christian and a mothei, not to let 
the innocent lamb you go with be ruined before it 
IS boin, and leave it to cuise and repioach us here- 
after for what may be so easily avoided 

“ Then, deal madam,” said he, with a world of 
tenderness (and I thought I saw tears in his eves), 
“allow me to repeat it, that I am a Chiistian, and 
consequently I do not allow what I have rashly, and 
without due consideiation, done , I say, 1 do not 
approve of it as lawful, and thercfoie, though I did, 
with the view I have mentioned, one unjustifiable 
action, I cannot say that I could satisfv mvself to 
live in a continu.il practice of what in |Udgiiient we 
must both coiidciiiii , and though I love vou above 
all the women in the world, and liavo done enough 
to convince vou of it by lesoiving to maiiv vou 
aftei what has passed between us and by offeiiiig to 
quit all pretensions to any pait of your estate, so 
that I should, as it weie, take a wife aftei I had lain 
with her, and without a fai thing portion, which, as 
my circumstances are, I need not do, I say, not- 
withstanding my affection to you, which is inex- 
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piu'isible, yet I cannot {'no up soul as well as bod}, 
the iiiteiest of this noild and the hopes of another, 
and you cannot call this iny disrespect to you ” 

If evei any man in the world was truly valuable 
for the strictest honesty of intention, tins was the 
man , and if ever woman in hei senses rejected a 
man of merit on so tmial aftd fiivolous a pretence, 
I was the woiiian , but surely it was the most pie- 
posteioiis thing that cycr woman did 

He would liaye taken me as a wife, but would not 
entertain me as a whore Was ever woman angiy 
with any gentleman on that head '• And was eycr 
woman so stupid to choose to be a whore, wheie she 
might ha\e been an honest wife But infatuations 
1110 next to being possessed of the deiil I was in- 
flexible, and pretended to aiguc iijion tlie point of 
a woman’s libeity as befoie, but lie took me short, 
and with iiioic warmth than lie liad yet used with 
me, though with the utmost lespeet, leplied, “Deal 
niadani, you aigue foi libeity, at the same time that 
you lestiain yoiiiself fioiii that libeity which God 
and iiatuie has directed you to take, and, to supply 
the defieicney, piopose a xicious libeity, which is 
neithei honouiable oi leligrous Will you piopose 
libeity at the expense of modesty 

1 letuined, that he mistook me , I did not propose 
it , I only said that those that could not be eonteiit 

without coneeiuiiig the sexes in_ that affair might do 
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so indeed , might entertain a man as men do a mis- 
tiess, if they thought fit, but he did not hear me 
say I would do so , and though, by what had passed, 
he might well censure me in that pait, jet he should 
find, for the future, that I should freelj conveise 
with him without any inclination that way 

He told me he could not promise that foi him- 
self, and thought he ought not to tiust himself with 
the opportunitj, foi that, os he had failed already, 
he was loth to lead himself into the temptation of 
offending again, and that this was the true leason 
of Ins resolving to go back to Pans , not that he 
could willingl) leave me, and would be leiy fai 
fioin wanting my invitation, but if he could not 
shay upon terms that became him, eithei as an 
honest man or a Chiistian, what could he do ^ And 
he hoped, he said, I could not blame him that he 
was unwilliug anything that was to eall him fathei 
should upbiaid limi with leaving Iinii in the woild 
to be called ba.stard , adding that he was astonished 
to think how I coukl satisfy myself to be so cruel to 
an innocent infant not vet boi n , professed he could 
neither bear the tiioughts of it, much less beai to sie 
it, and hoped I would not take it ill that he could 
not stay to see me delivcied, foi tliat very reason 
I saw he spoke this with a distuibed mind, and 
that it was with some difficulty that he rcstiained 
his passion, so I declined any faither discourse upon 
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It , otilv said I hoped he iiould consider of it “ Oh, 
madam ' ” says he, “ do not bid me consider , ’t is for 
YOU to consider . ” and with that he went out of the 
room, m n strange kind of confusion, as was easy to 
be seen in his countenance 

If I liad not been one of the foobshest as well as 
wickedest creatures upon earth, 1 could never have 
acted thus I had one of the honestest, completest 
genllenicn upon eaitli at inv hand He had in one 
sense saved my life, but he had saved that life fiom 
ruin in a most leinarkable manner He loved me 
eyen to distiaction, and had come fiom Paris to 
Rotterdam on puipose to seek me He had offered 
me marriage even after I was with child by him, and 
had offeied to quit all his pieteiisions to my estate, 
and give it up to my own iminagenicnt, having a 
plentiful estate of his own Ileic I might have 
settled myself out of the leach even of disastei itself, 
his estate and mine would have piirchasc-d even then 
above two thousand pounds a year, and I might have 
hied like a queen — nay, far more happ^ than a 
queen , aiic^, which was above all, I had now an 
opportunity to have quitted a life of crime and 
debauchery, which I had been given up to foi sei- 
eial years, and to have sat down quiet in plenty and 
honour, and to have set myself apait to the great 
work which I have since seen so much necessity of 
and occasion for — I mean that of lepentance 
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But my measure of wickedne-.s was not yet full I 
continued obsluiate against matiimony, and yet 1 
could not bear the thoughts of his going away 
iieithei As to the child, I was not veiy anxious 
about it I told liiiii I would promise him it should 
never come to him to upbraid him w'lth its being 
illegitimate, that if it was a boy, I would breed it 
uj) like the son of a gentleman, and use it well foi 
his sake, and aftei a little moie such talk as this, 
and seeing him lesolved to go, I retired, but could 
not help letting him see the teals iiin down mv 
cheeks He came to me and kissed me, entreated 
me, conjured me by the kindness lie had shown me 
111 my distress, by the justice he had done me in niv 
bills and money affkiis, by the lespect which made 
him lefuse a thous.iiid pistoles fio,n me for his 
expenses with that tiaitoi the Jew, by the pledge of 
our niisfoi tunes — so lie (ailed it — which I earned 
with me, and by .dl that the sniceiest affection could 
piopose to do, that I would not dnve him away 
But it would not do I w.is stupid and senseless, 
deaf to all his iiiipoitunities, ,uid continued so to 
the ]a,st So we paited, only desning mu to promise 
that I would write him wind when I was dehveied, 
and how he might give me an answer, and this I 
engaged mv woid I would do And upon his dcsii- 
iiig to bciiifoimcd which wav I intended to dispose 
of invself, I told him I resolved to go diiectly to 
voi. I — 10 [ 241 ] 
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England, and to London, where I proposed to he 
in , but since he resolved to leave me, I told him I 
supposed it would be of no consequence to him what 
became of me 

He lay m his lodgings that night, but went away 
eailv in the morning, leaving me a lettei in which he 
lepeated all he had said, lecommended the care of 
the child, and desired of me that as he had remitted 
to me the offei of a thousand pistoles which I would 
have given him foi the lecompense of his chaiges and 
trouble with the Jew, and had given it me back, so 
he desired I would allow him to oblige me to set 
apart that thousand pistoles, with its improvement, 
foi the child, and for its education , eaimestly press- 
ing me to secuie that little portion foi the aban- 
doned orphan when I should think tit, as he was 
suie I would, to thiow away the rest upon something 
ns worthless as my sinoere friend at Pans He con- 
cluded with moving me to reflect, with the same 
1 egret as he did, on our follies we had committed 
together , asked me forgiveness for being the ag- 
gressor in the fact, and forgave me everything, he 
said, but the cruelty of refusing him, which he owmed 
he could not forgive me so lieartily as he should do, 
because he was satisfied it was an injury to myself, 
would be an inti oduttion to mv ruin, and that I 
would seiiouslv icpent of it He foretold some fatal 
things which, he said, he was well assured I should 
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fall into, and that at last I would be Ruined bj; a bad 
husband, bid me be the more warv. that I might 
lender him a false piophet, but to remember that, 
if evei I came into dish ess, I bad a fast friend at 
Pans, who would not upbiaid me with the unkind 
things past, but would be always ready to return me 
good foi evil 

This letter stunned mo I could not think it pos- 
sible for an\ one that had not dealt w ith the dev il to 
write such a letter, foi he spoke of some particular 
things which afterwaids were to befall me with such 
an assurance that it frighted me beforehand , and 
when those things did come to pass, I was pcisiiaded 
he had some more than human knowledge In a 
woid, his adviees to me to repent weie vciy affec- 
tionate, his warnings of evil to happen to me were 
veiy kind, and his piomises of assistance, if I wanted 
him, weie so generous that I h,i\e seldom seen the 
like , and though I did not at first set much by that 
part because I looked upon them as what might not 
happen, and as what was improbable to happen at 
that time, yet all the lest of his lettei was so moving 
that it left me very melancholy, and I oned foui-and- 
twenty hours after, almost without ceasing, about 
it, and yet even all this while, whatever it was that 
bewitched me, I had not one serious wish that I had 
taken him I wished heartily, indeed, that I could 
have kept him with me, but I had a mortal aversion 
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to manving him, or indeed anybody eLe, but formed 
a thousand wild notions in my head that I was yet 
gay enoughj and \oiing and handsome enough, to 
please a man of quality, and that I would tiy my 
fortune at London, tome of it what would 

Thus blinded by niv own sanity I thiew away the 
only oppo'-tunity I then had to base efftttuallv set- 
tled my fortunes, and setiired them for this woild , 
and I am a meiiional to all that shall read niy 
story, a standing inoniiment of the madness and dis- 
traction which piide and infatuations fioin hell run 
us into, how ill ciu" passions guide ns, and how dans 
geiously we act when we follow the dictates of an 
ambitious iiinid 

I was nth, beautiful, and agiecable, and not yet 
old 1 had known something of the nifluente I had 
had upon the fancies of men eyen of the liightst 

rank I nesei foigot that the Piiiuc de had 

said, with an ecstasy, that I was the finest woman in 
France I knew I could make a figuie at London, 
and how well I tould giate that figuie I was not 
at a loss how to behaye, and haying already been 
adoied by piinces I thought of nothing less than 
of being mistress to the king himself But I go 
back to my iiiimediate tiicumstantcs at that tunc 
I got oyei the absence of my honest nierthaiit but 
slowly at fust It was with infinite legiet that I let 
him go at all , and yyhen I read the lettei he left 
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I was quite, confounded As soon as he was out 
of call and irrecoverable I would have given half I 
had in the world for him back again , my notion of 
things changed in an instant, and I called myself 
a thousand fools foi casting myself upon a life of 
scandal and ha/aid, when, after the shipwieck of vir- 
tue, hoiioui, and piimiple, and sailing at the utmost 
iisk in the storm V seas of crime and abominable 
levity, I had a safe haiboui presented, and no heart 
to cast anchoi in if 

Ills piedictions terrihed me , his promises of kind- 
ness if I caii.e to distress melted me into tears, but 
flighted me with the apprehensions of ever coming 
into such distiess, and filled m\ head with a thou- 
sand anxieties and thoughts how it should be possible 
foi me, who had now such a loi tune, to sink again 
into misei v 


Iheii the dieadful scene of in\ life, when I was 
left with mv five childien, Ac , us I have related, 
represented itself again to me, and I sat considering 
what measuies I iniglit take to bung mvself to such 


a state of desolation ajiuiii, and how I should act to 
avoid it 


But these things vvoie off giaduallj As to my 
fiiend the ineichant, he was gone, and gone iiiecovei- 
ablv, for I duist not follow him to Pans, for the 
reasons mentioned .ibove -kgain, I was afiaid to 
write to him to letuin, lest lie should have refused. 
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as I verily believ ed he would , so I s(it and cried 
intolerably for some days — nay, I may say for some 
weeks , but, I say, it wore off gradually, and as I 
had a pretty deal of business for managing my effects, 
the hurry of that particular part served to divert my 
thoughts, and in part to weai out the impressions 
which had been made upon my mind 

I had sold itiy jewels, all but the fine diamond 
ling which my gentleiiinn the )ewellei used to weal, 
and this, at propei tunes, I woie myself, as also the 
diamond necklace which the piince had given me, 
and a pair of extraoidinaiy eai rings woith about 
600 pistoles , the othci, which was a fine casket, 
he left with me at liis going to Versailles, and a 
small case with some rubies and emeralds, &.c' I say 
I sold them at the Hague foi 7600 pistoles I had 
icceived all the bills which the merchant had helped 
me to at Pans, and with the money 1 bi ought with 
me, they made up 13,900 pistoles more, so that I 
had in ready money, and in account in the bank at 
Amsterdam, above one-and-twentv thousand pistoles, 
besides jewels , and how to get this treasure to 
England was my next care 

The business I had had now with a great many 
people for receiving such large sums and selling 
jewels of such considerable value gave me oppoi- 
tunity to know and converse with seveial of the 
best merchants of the place, so that I wanted no 
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diiection now how to get in\ monev lemitted to 
England Applying, therefore, to several ineuhants, 
that I might neither iisk it all on the ciedit of one 
merchant, noi suffer any single man to know the 
quantity of money I had . I say, applying mvself to 
several merchants, I got bills of exchange payable 
111 London foi all my money I'he first bills I took 
with me, the second bills I left in tiiist (in case of 
any disaster at sea) in the hands of the fust mer- 
chant, him to whom I was recommended by my 
friend from Pans 

Having thus spent nine months in Holland, refused 
the best offer evei woman in my ciuunistances had, 
paited unkindly, and indeed bai bai oiisl y , with the 
best fiieiid and hoiieslcst man in the woild, got all 
inv monev in my pocket, and a bastaid in my belly, 
I took shipping at the Bull in the paiket-boat, and 
ariivod safe at Iliiwich, wheie m\ woman Amy was 
come bv my diieclioii to meet me 

I would wilhnglv have given ten thousand pounds 
of my money to have been iid of the burthen 1 had 
in my belly, as above, hut it could not be, so I w vs 
obliged to beai with that paif, and get rid of it by 
tbe oidinaiy method of patieiue and a haid tiavail 
I was above the contemptible usage that women 
III mv eiK uinstaiices oftentiims meet with I bad 
considered all that befoieband and having sent 
Amy befoicli ind, and leinitted lici money to do it, 
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she had taken me a \ery handsome house in 

Street, near Chaiing Cross, had hiied me t«o maids 
and a footman, who she had put in a good livery , 
and haling hncd a glass coaeh and four horses, she 
came with them and the man-servant to Haiwich to 
meet me, and laid been there near a week before I 
came, so I had nothing to do but to go away to 
I,ondon to my own house, wheie I aimed in very 
good health, and wheie I passed foi a French lady, 
by the title of 

My first business was to get all any bills accepted, 
which, to cut the story short, was all both accepted 
and currently paid, and I then lesolved to take me 
a country lodging soniewhcie near the town, to be 
incognito, till I was bioiight to bed , which, appeal- 
ing in such a figure and having such an et[uipage, I 
easily managed without .invbodv's offeiiiig the usual 
insults of parish inc|Uiiies I did not appear in ray 
new house foi some time*, and afteiwaids I thought 
fit, foi particulai leasons, to cjuit that house, and 
not to come to it at all, but take handsome laige 
apaitments in the Pall jMall, in a house out of which 
was a piivate dooi into the king's gaiden, by the 
pel mission of the chief gaidener, who had lived in 
the house 

I had now all my effects secuied , but my money 
being my gieat concern at that time, I found it a 
difficulty how to dispose of it so as to bring me in 
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an annual interest Ilowevei, in some time I got .i 
substantial safe mortgage foi F14,000 bv the assist- 
ance of the famous Sir Uobeit Clayton, foi which 1 
had an estate of i?1800a }ear bound to me, and had 
LTOO per annum inteiest for it 

This, with some other securities, made me a iei\ 
handsome estate of above a thousand pounds a yeai , 
enough, one would think, to keep any woman in 
England fiom being a whoie 

I lay in at , about foui miles fiom London, 

and brought a fine boy into the woild, and, accoidiiig 
to my promise, sent an aciount of it to my tncnd at 
Fans, the tidliei ot it , and in the Icttci told him 
how Sony I w,is foi Ins going away, and did as good 
as intimate that, if he would <.ome once nioie to see 
me, I should use him bettei than I had done He 
gaie me a veiy kind and obliging aiiswei but took 
not the least notice of what I had said of his loining 
over, so I found ni\ inteiest lost theie foi e\ei He 
gave me joy of tlie child, and liniteil that he hoped 
I would make good what he had begged foi the pool 
infant as I had piomised, .iiid 1 sent him wind ag un 
that I would fulfil his ordei to a tittle , and sui h a 
fool and so weak I was in this last 'ettei, notwith- 
standing what 1 have said of his not taking notiie 
of my invitation, as to ask his paidon almost for the 
Usage I gave liini at Kotteidaiii, and stooped so low 
as to expostulate with him foi not taking notice of 
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my inviting him to comr to me again, as 1 had 
done , and, which was still more, went so far as to 
make a second soit of an offer to him, telling him, 
almost in plain wiords, that if he w'oiild come over 
now I would have him , hut he never gave mfi the 
least reply to it at all, which was as absolute a denial 
to me as he was ever able to give , so I sat down, I 
cannot sa\ contented, but vexed heaitily that I had 
made tlie offei at all, for he had, as I mav sav, his 
full revenge of me in scorning to answer, and to let 
me twice ask that of him which he with so much 
impoitunity begged of me befoie 

I was now up again, and soon came to my Citv 
lodging in the Fall Mall, and heie I began to make 
a figuie suitable to my estate, which was veiv great, 
and I sliall give you an account of my ecjuipage in a 
few woicls, and of myself too 

I paid ,£’60 a year for inv new ajiartinents, foi I 
took them bv the yeai , but then they weie hand- 
some lodgings indeed, and very iichly furnibhed I 
kept ni> own servants to clean and look after them, 
fomidiiiv own kitchen vvaie.ind filing MyecjUipagc 
was handsome, but not veiy gieat , I had a coach, a 
coachman, a footman, my woman Amy, who I now 
dicsscd like a gentlewoman and made hci my com- 
panion, and thiee maids , and thus I lived for a time 
I chessed to the height of everv mode, went extiemely 
iich 111 clothes, and as for jewels, I wanted none 
[ 250 ] 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 

I gave a very good liveiv, laced with silvei, and as 
iich as anybody below the nobility could be seen 
with , and thus I appeared, leaving the world to 
guess who or what I was, without offering to put 
1113 self forwaid 

J walked sometimes iii the Mall with my woman 
Amy, but I kept no company and made no acquaint- 
ances, onl 3 made as gay a show as I was able to 
do, and that upon all occasions I found, howevci, 
the world was not alfogethei so untonccnied about 
me as I seemed to lie about them , and hist I 
understood that the neighbouis began to be nnghtv 
inquisitive about me, as who I was, and what my 
ciicumstances were 

Amy was the onlv person that could answer their 
cuiioslty 01 give any account of me, and she, a tat- 
tling woman and a true gossip, took caie to do that 
with all the ait that she was mistress ot t'he let 
them know that I was the widow of a peison of 
ijualitv in Fiance, that I was vei\ rich, that I 
came ovei Intliei to look aftei an estate that fell 
(o me by some of iny lelations who died heie, that 
I was worth J.’40,000 all in my own bands, and the 
like 

This was all wrong in Am^, and in me too, thoiigli 
we did not sec it at hrst, foi this lecommended me 
indeed to those soit of gentlemen they call foitune- 
hunteis, and who always besieged ladies, as they 
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called it — on puipose to take tlieni p’lsoneis as I 
called it — that is to sa^, to inairy the women and 
have the spending of their money But if I was 
wrong in refusing the honourable pioposals of the 
DuUh merchant, who oflcicd me the disposal of my 
whole est.ite, and had as much of his own to main- 
tain me with, I was light now in refusing those ofleis 
whuh came gcneially from gentlemen of good families 
and good estates, but who, living to the extent of 
them, vicie always needv and necessitous, and wanted 
a sum of money to make themselves eas\, as they 
call it — that IS to say, to pay oft encumbrances, 
sisteis’ poi turns, and the like, and then the woman 
IS prisoner for life, and iiiav live as they give hei 
leave This life I had seen into dearly enough, and 
theiefoie I was not to be i atdied that way How- 
ever, as I said, the icputation of mv money brought 
several of those soit of geiitrv about me, and thev 
found means, by one stratagem oi other, to get ai- 
(css to my ladyship, but, in shoit, I answeied them 
well enough, that I lived single and w.as Imppv , 
that as I had no oee.ision to change my condition 
foi an estate, so I did not sc^e that hv the best offei 
that anv of them could make me I could mend mv 
foitune , that I mightbc hoiiouied with titles indeed, 
■ind in tune laiik on public occasions with the peer- 
esses (I mention that because one that offei ed at me 
was the eldest son of a peer), but that I was as well 
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without the title ns long ns I had the estate, and 
while I had /’2000 a \eai of niv own I was happiei 
than I could be iii being piisoiiei of state to anohh- 
innn, foi I took, the ladies of that rank to be little 
bettei 

As I have mentioned Sii Robert Clayton, with 
whom I had the good foitiine to become acquainted, 
on account of the iiioitgage which he helped me to, 
it Is necessarv to take notice that I h.id much advan- 
tage in m^ ordinary affaiis by his advice, and theie- 
forc I called it my good fortune , for ns he p.ucl me 
so considerable an annual income ns i’TOO .i veai, so 
I am to acknowledge myself much a debtoi, not onh 
to the justice of his dealings with mo, but to the 
prudence and conduct which he guided me to, b) liis 
advice, foi the management ot my est.itc And as 
he found I was not inclined to many, be lieqiiently 
took occasion to hint how soon I might inise my 
foitiiriG to a piochgioiis height if 1 would but oidei 
my family economy so fai within niv levcmie as to 
lav up everv vear something to add to the capit.d 

I was convinced of the truth of wh.it he s.iicl, and 
.agreed to the advanbiges of it You are to take it 
.IS you go that Sii Robei t supposed In iny own dis- 
course, and especi.ally by niy woman Amy, that I li.id 
d?2000 a year income He judged, .is he said, by 
my wav of living that I could not sjicnd above one 
thousand, and so, he added, I might prudently lay 
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by TIOOO every yeai to add to the capital, and by 
adding every year the additional Intelc^t oi income 
of tlie money to the capital, he proved to me that in 
ten years I should double theFlOOO per annum that 
I laid by And he dicvv me out a table, as he 
called it, of the inciease, for me to judge by, and by 
which, he said, if Ihe gentlemen of England would 
but act so, every taiinlv of them would incieasc then 
foi tunes to a gieat degiee, )Ust as merchants do by 
liadc , whereas now, says Sn Robeit, by the humour 
of living up to the extent of then fortunes, and 
latliei beyond, the gentlemen, says he, ay, and the 
nobility too, are almost all of them borroweis, and 
all in necessitous circumstances 

As ^n Robeit fiequently visited mo, and was ( if 
1 may say so from bis ow'ii mouth) veiy well pleased 
with my way of convcising with him, for he knew 
nothing, not so much as guessed at what I had been , 
I say, as he came often to sec me, so he always en- 
teitaincd me with tins scheme of frugality , and one 
time he hi ought aiiothei paper, wherein he showed 
me, much to the same puipose as the formei, to what 
degiec I should increase my eshite if I would come 
into Ills inc'thod of contracting my expenses , and by 
this scheme of Ins, it appealed that, laying up a 
thousand pounds a year, and eveiy year adding the 
niteiest to it, I should in twelve yeais’ time have in 
bank one-and-twenty thousand and fifty-eight pounds, 
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aftei which I might lay up two thousand pound>> a 
\ear 

I objected that I was a young woman, that I had 
been used to live plentifulH, and with a good ap- 
peal ance, and that I knew not liow to be a misei 
He told me that if I thought I had enough it was 
well, but that if I desired to hn\e more, this was the 
way , that iii aiiothei twehe years I sliould be too 
luh, so that I should not know what to do with it 
“Ay, sii,” says I, “you aie contriving how to 
make me a luh old woman, but that won’t answer 
my end , I had lathci have i.-’20,000 now than 
1'60,0()0 when I am fifty years old " 

“ Then, mad.im,” sajs he, “I sujijiose youi honour 
has no chddieii 

“ None, Sii Robert,” said I, “but what aie pro- 
vided foi ’ ivo I left him in the daik as much as I 
found him Howevei, I consideied liis scheme vciv 
well, though I said no inoie to him at that tune, and 
I lesolved, though I would in vki a very good figure, 

I say I resolved to abate a little of iiiy expense, and 
draw in, live closci, and save something, if not so 
much as he proposed to me It was near the end 
ot the year that Sir Itobeit made this proposal to 
me, and when the year was up I went to his house 
in the City, and there I told him I came to thank 
him for his scheme of tiugahty . that 1 had been 
study mg much upon it, and tlioiigli I had not been 
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able to mortify myself so much as to lay up a thou- 
sand pounds a yeai, yet, as I had not come to him 
for mv interest lialf-yeaily, as was usual, I was now 
coim to lei him know that I had lesolied to lay up 
that seicii liuiidied |)oimds a leai, and newer use a 
penny of it, desiiiiiff him to help me to put it out 
to advantage 

tsii Hoheit, a man thoioughlv veised in arts of 
improving monev, but thoioughly honest, said to me, 
“ Madam, I am glad voii appiove of the method that 
I proposed to \ou , but you have begun wrong , \oii 
should have come foi voui interest at the lialf-yeai, 
and then you had had the money to put out Now 
\ou have lost halt a veai’s nitciest of fl'iO. which is 
-f't) , foi I had but 5 pei tenl on the moitgage” 

“Well, well, sii,” savs I, “c.in >ou put this out 
foi me now " 

“ I^et it lie, madam, savs he, “till the next veai, 
and then I'll put out voni -f’1400 togethei, and in 
the meantime I'll pnv von mteiest loi the TTOO ” 
So he gave me his bill foi the money, which he told 
me should be no less than i'd pci cent Sii Koheit 
Clayton’s bill was what nobody would lefuse, so I 
thanked him and let it be and next yeai I did the 
same, and the thud year Sir Robeit got me a good 
mortgage for .it 1’6 pei cent mteiest So I 

had i.’ld2 a yeai added to my income, which was a 
veiy satisfying article 
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But I return to m\ hi'.toi} As I have said, I 
found that my nieasuies »eie all wrong, the poshnc 
I set up III exposed me to innumeiable visitois of 
the kind I have mentioned alxive I was cried up 
for a vast fortune, and one that Sir Robeit Clayton 
managed foi , and Sn Robeit Clayton was com ted 
foi me as much as I was foi myself But I liad given 
Sii Robert his cue I had told him my opinion of 
matrimony, in pist the same teinis as I bad done iiiv 
mcichant, and lie came into it piesentlv He owned 
that mv obseivation was pist, and that if I valued 
m\ libcitv, as I knew mv foi tune, and that it w,is in 
my own hands, I was to blame if I gave it away to 
any one 

But Sii Robert knew notliing of mv design, that I 
aimed at being a kept misLiiss, and to have a hand- 
some inaiiiteiianee and that I was still foi getting 
money, and laying it up too, as niiuh as he could 
desiie me, only by a woise wav 

IIowcvci, Sir Robeit came seriously to me one <lay , 
and told me be had an olfci of inatrimony to make to 


me that w,is beyond all that he had heaid had offered 
themselves, and this was .a meichant Sii Robeit 
and I agieed exactlv m oui notions of a meichant 
Sii Robert said, and I found it to be true, that a 
tiue-bied men bant is the best gentleman in the 
nation , that in knowledge, in uianneis, in judgment 
of things, the iiici chant outdid many of the nobility 
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that having oiite ni.istered the world, and being 
above the demand of l)Usines>i, though no leal estate, 
they were then sujieiioi to most gentlen^en, even in 
estate , that a ineichant in Hush business and a 
capital stock is able to spend more money than 
a gentleman of i’5000 a ^ear estate, that while 
a ineichant sjient, he only spent what he got, and 
not that, and that he laid up gieat sums eveiy veai , 
that an estate is a pond, but that a trade was a 
spiing , that if the first is rtnee moitgaged, it seldom 
gets clear, but einhanassed the person for evei , but 
the merihaiit had his estate coiitiniiallv flowing , 
and upon this he named me mei(hants who lived 
in mote leal splendoui and spent inoie money than 
most of the nobleiiien in England could singly 
expend, and tliat thev still giew imnieiiselv iich 
He went on to tell me that even the tradesmen in 
London, speaking of the hettei sort of trades, could 
spend inoio iiionev in then families, and vet give 
bettei fortunes to then thildien, than, genciallv 
speaking, the geiitiv of England from LIOOO a year 
downward could do, and yet grvnv nth too 

The upshot of all this w.is to recommend to 
me rathei the bestowing mv fortune upon some 
eminent niei chant, who lived ahead) in the fust 
figure of a iiicicliaiit, and who, not being in want 
oi sealed) of monev, but having a flourishing 
business and a flowing tush, would at the first woid 
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settle all iny fortutie on myself and childieii, and 
maintain me like a queen 

This was ceitainly light, and had I taken his 
advice, I had been really happy , but my heart was 
bent upon an independeniy of fortune, and I told 
him I knew no state of matrimony but what was at 
best a state of infeiioiity, if not-of bondage , that I 
had no notion of it , that I lived a life of absolute 
liberty now, was free as I was born, and having a 
plentiful fortune, I did not understand what coherence 
the words “hoiioui and obey” had with the liberty 
of a free woman , that I knew no reason the men had 
to engross the whole libeity of the laee, and make the 
woman, notwithstanding any disparity of foitune, be 
subject to the laws of mairiage, of their own making , 
that it was my misfortune to be a woman, but I was 
resolved it should not be m.ide worse by the sex , 
and, seeing libeity seemed to lie the men’s propertv, 
I would be a man-woman, for, as I was bom fiee, I 
would die so 

Sii Robeit smiled, and told me 1 talked a kind of 
Amazonian language , that he found few women 
of my mind, oi that, if they were, they wanted lesolii- 
tion to go on with it , that, notwithstanding all my 
notions, which he could not but say had once some 
weight in them, yet he understood I had broke in 
upon them, and had been married I answered, I 
had so , but he did not hear me say' that I had any 
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encouiagcment from »hat ivas past to make a second 
venture , that I was got well out of the toil, and if 
I lame in again I should have nobody to blame but 
myself 

Sii Robeit laughed heartily at me, but gave over 
ofleiing any nioie arguments, only told me he had 
pointed me out for some of the best mei chants in 
London, but since I forbade him he would give me 
no distuibance of that kind He applauded my way 
of managing iii\ inoiiev, and told me I should soon 
lie monstrous rich , but he neither knew or mis- 
trusted that, with all this wealth. I was vet a whore, 
and was not aveise to adding to my estate at the 
faithei expense of my viitue 

But to go on w’lth ni\ story ns to my way of liv- 
ing I found, as above, that my living as I did 
would not answei , that it only bi ought the foi tune- 
hunters and bites about me, as I have said befoie, to 
make a prey of me and my money . and, in short, I 
was harassed with loveis, beaux, and fops of cpialitv, 
in abundance, but it would not do I aimed at 
other things, and was possessed with so vain an 
opinion of my own beauty, that nothing less than 
the king himself was in my eye And this vanity 
was raised by some words let fall by a person I con- 
versed with, who was, perhaps, likely enough to have 
brought such a thing to pass, had it been sooner , 
but that game began to be pietty well over at court 
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However, the having mentioned such a thing, it 
seem-i a little too publicly, it brought abundance of 
people about me, upon a wicked account too 

And now I began to act in a new sphere The 
court was exceedingly gay and fine, though fuller of 
men than of W'omen, the queen not affecting to be 
\eiy much in public On the other hand, it is no 
slander upon the courtiers to say, they weie ns wicked 
as anybody in reason could desire them The king 
had seveial mistresses, who weie prodigious fine, and 
there was a gloiious show on that side indeed If 
the sovereign gave himself a loose, it could not be 
expected the rest of the court should be all saints , 
so far was it from that, though I would not make 
it worse than it was, that a woman that had an\- 
thnig ngieeabie in hei ap^xiaiance could never want 
follow CIS 

I soon found ni)self thronged with admireis, and 
I leceived visits from some persons of veiy great 
figure, who always introduced themselves by the 
help of an old Indy or two who were now become 
my intimates, and one of them, I understood aftei- 
wmds, was set to work on purpose to get into my 
fnvoui, in order to introduce w'hat followed 

The conveisation we had was generally courtly, 
buf civil At length some gentlemen pioposed to 
play, and made what they called a part) 'I'his, 
it seems, was a contrivance of one of my female 
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h«ngers-oii, for, a'. I said, I had tuo of them, who 
thouglit this was the way to introduce people as 
often as she pleased , and so indeed it was They 
plavcd high and staged late, but begged my pardon, 
only asked lease to make an appointment for the 
next night 1 was as gay and as well pleased as any 
of them, and one night told one of the gentlemen, 

my Lord , that seeing they weie doing me the 

honour of diverting theiiiselses at my apartment, 
and desired to be tlieie sometimes, I did not keep 
a gaming-table, but I would gise them a little ball 
the next day if they pleased, which they accepted 
very vvilhiiglv 

Accoidingly, in the evening the gentlemen began 
to come, wheie I let them see that I understood 
very well whaft such things meant I had a large 
dining-iooiu in my apartments, with five othei looms 
on the same floor, all which 1 made drawing-iooms 
for the occasion, having all the beds taken down foi 
the dav In three of these I had tables placed, 
covered with wine and sweetmeats, the fourth had a 
green table foi plav, and the fifth was my own loom, 
where I sat, and where I received all the company 
that tame to pay their compliments to me I was 
dressed, von may be sure, to all the advantage pos- 
sible, and bad all the jewels on that I was mistress 
of My 1,01 d , to whom I bad made the invi- 

tation, sent me a set of tine music from the play- 
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house, and the ladies danced, and we began to be 
ceiy merry, when about eleven o’clock I had notice 
given me that there were some gentlemen coming 
in masqueiade I seemed a little surprised, and 
began to apprehend some disturbance, when my 

Loid perceiving it, spoke to me to be easy, for 

that there was a party of tlie guards at the dooi 
which should be ready to prevent any rudeness , and 
anothei gentleman gave me a hint as if the king 
was among the masks I coloured as red as blood 
itself could make a face look, and cxpiessed a great 
surprise , howevei, theie was no going back, so I kept 
my station in my diawing-ioom, but with the fold- 
ing-doors wide open 

A while after the masks came in, and began with 
a dance d lacomiqm, peifoiniirig wonderfully indeed 
While thev were dancing I withdiew, and left a lady 
to answer for me that I would letniii iinrncdi.itely 
In less than half-an-houi I returned, dressed in the 
habit of a Turkish princess , the habit I got at 
Leghorn, when iny toieigrt pinicc bought me a 
luikish slave, as I have said The Maltese niaii-of- 
wai had, it seems, taken a Tuikish vessel going 
fiom Constantinople to Alexandim, in winch weie 
some ladies bound foi Grand Cairo in Egypt, and 
as the ladies wcie made slaves, so their fine clothes 
were thus exposed, and with this Tuikish slave I 
bought the iich clothes too The dress was extraor- 
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(liimrv fine indeed, I had bought it as a cuiiosit^, 
having never seen the like The robe was a fine 
Persian oi India damask, the ground white, and the 
flowers blue and gold, and the train held five ^ards 
The dress under it was a vest of the same, enibroid- 
eied with gold, and set with some peail in the work 
and some tuujuoise stones To the vest was a giidle 
five OI SIX inelies wide, after the Tuikish mode , and 
on both ends where it joined, oi hooked, was set 
with diamonds foi eight inches eithei way, only they 
were not true diamonds, but nobody knew that but 
myself 

The turban, oi head-diess, had n pinnacle on the 
top, but not above five inches, with a piece of loose 
saicenet hanging fiom it , and on the front, just ovei 
the forehead, was a good jewel which I had added 
to it 

This habit, as above, cost me about sixty pistoles 
in Italy, but cost much moic in the countiy from 
whence it came , and little did I think when I bought 
it that I should put it to such a use as this, though 
I had dressed nivself in it manv times b> the help of 
my little Tuik, and afterwaids between Amy and I, 
only to see how I looked in it I had sent her up 
before to get it leady, and when I came up I had 
nothing to do but slip it on, and was down m my 
diawing-iooni in a little more than a cjuarter of an 
hour When I came there the room was full of 
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company, but I ordered the folding-doors to be shut 
for a minute oi two till I had received the compli- 
ments of the ladies that were in the loom, and had 
given them a full view of iny dress 

But my Loid , who happened to be in the 

loom, slipped out at another door, and biought back 
with him one of tlie masks, a tall, w'ell-shaped person, 
but who had no name, being all masked , nor would 
it have been allowed to ask an}' peison’s name on 
such an occasion The person spoke in French to 
me, that it was tlic finest dress he had ever seen, 
and asked me if he should have the honoui to dance 
with me I bowed, as giving my consent, but said, 
as I had been a Mahometan, I could not dance after 
the mariner of tins country , I supposed then music 
would not play d hi Moreiqtu; He answered merrily 
I hod a Christian's face, and he ’d venture it that I 
could dance like a Christian, adding that so much 
beauty could not be Mahometan Immediately the 
folding-doois were flung open, and he led me into 
the room The company were undei the greatest 
sui prise imagiiiahle , the very music stopped awhile 
to gaze, foi the diess was indeed exceedingly sui- 
piising, perfectly new, very agiceable, and wonderful 
rich 

The gentleman, whoever he was, for I nevei knew, 
led me only d courant, and then asked me if I had a 
mind to dance an antic — that is to say, whether I 
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would dance the antic as they had danced in mas- 
ciuerade, or an\ thing by myself I told him any- 
thing else rathei, it he pleased, so we danced only 
two Fiench dances, and he led me to the drawing- 
room door, when he retired to the lest of the masks 
When he left me at tlie drawing-room door I did not 
go in, as he thought I would haie done, but turned 
about and showed myself to the whole loom, and 
calling my woman to me, gate her some directions 
to the music, by which the company |)ieseiitly undei- 
stood that I would gne them a dance by’ myself 
Immediately all the house rose up and paid me a 
kind of a compliment by reinociiig back every way 
to make me room, for tlic place was exceedingly full 
The music did not at first hit the tune that I diiected, 
which was a French tune, so I was loued to send my 
W’oman to them again, standing all this while at my 
diawing-room door, butris soon us my woman spoke 
to them again, they played it light, and I, to let 
them see it was so, stepped foiwaid to the middle of 
the room Then tliey began it again, and I danced 
by myself a figure which I leaiiit in France, when the 

Prince de desiied I would dance for Ins divei- 

sion It was, indeed, a very fine figuie, invented by 
a famous mastei at Pans, foi a lady or a gentleman 
to dance single, but being perfectly new, it pleased 
the company exceedingly, and they all thought it 
hod been Tuikish , nay, one gentleman had the follv 
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to expose himself so ninth ns to say, and I think 
swore loo, that he had seen it danced at Constanti- 
nople, which was ridiculous enough 

At the finishing the dance the company clapped, 
and almost shouted , aijd one of the gentlemen t ried 

out “Roxana' Roxana’ by ,” with an oath, 

upon which foolish atcident I had the name of Rox- 
ana piesently fixed upon me all ovei the couit end of 
town as effettuallv as if I had been christened Rox- 
ana I had, it seems, the felicity of pleasing every- 
body that night to an extreme , and my ball, but 
espet lally my dress, was tlie chat of the ton n for 
that week , and so the name of Roxana yvas the toast 
at and about the couit, no other health was to be 
named with it 

Now things began to work ns I would have them, 
and I began to be serv populai, as much as I could 
desire The ball held till (ns well as I was pleased 
with the show ) I was sick of the n'ght , the gentle- 
men masked went ofl' about three o’cloik in the morn- 
ing, the othei gentlemen sat down to play , the music 
held it out, and some of the ladies were dancing at 
SIX in the morning 

But I was mighty eager to know who it was danced 
with me Some of the lords went so far as to tell me 
1 was yeiy much honoured in my company , one of 
them spoke so bioad as almost to say it was the king, 
but I was convinced afteiwaids it was not , and 
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another replied if he had been his Majesty he should 
have thought it no dishonoui to lead up a Roxana , 
but to this hour I never knew positively who it 
was , and by his behaviour I thought he was too 
young, his Majesty being at that time in an age that 
might be discovered from a voimg peison, even m 
Ins dancing 

Be that as 't would, I had hve bundled guineas 
sent me the next nioining, and the messenger was 
ordered to tell me that the persons who sent it 
desired a ball again at mv lodgings on the next 
Tuesday, but that they would have my leave to give 
the eutertainnient themselves I was mighty well 
pleased with this, to be suie, but verv inquisitive 
to know who the money lanie from , hut the mes- 
senger was silent as death as to that point, and 
bowing always at my inquiiies, liegged me to ask 
no questions which he could not give an obliging 
answei to 

I forgot to mention, that the gentlemen that 
played gave a hundied guineas to the box, as they 
called it, and at the end of their play they asked 
foi my gentlewoman of the bedchambei, as they 
called her (Mrs Amy, forsooth), and gave it her, and 
gave twenty giiinens moie among the servants 

These magnificent doings ecjuallv both pleased and 
surprised me, and I haidly knew wheie I was, but 
especially that notion of the king being the peison 
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that danced with me, puffed me up to that degree, 
that I not only did not know anybody else, but 
indeed was. \eiy fai from knowing myself 

I had now, the next Tuesday, to provide foi the 
like company Hut, alas* it was all taken out of 
111} hand Three gentlemen, who yet were, it seems, 
but servants, came on the Sntuiday, and bringing 
sufficient testimonies that they were light, for one 
was the same who brought the five hundred guineas, 
I sav, thice of them tame, and brought bottles of all 
suits of wines, and hampers of sweetmeats to such a 
quantity, it appealed they designed to hold the trade 
on moie than onte, and that they would fuimsh 
eveiy thing to a profusion 

However, as I found a defieieiuy in two things, I 
made provision of about twelve do/en of fine damask 
napkins, with tablecloths of the same, suflicient to 
covpi all the tables, with three tablecloths upon 
everv table, and sideboards in piojioilion Also I 
bonglit a handsome quantity of plate, necessary to 
have served all the sideboards , but the gentlemen 
would not suffei ally of it to be used, telling me 
they had bought fine china dishes and plates foi 
the whole seivice, and that in such public places 
they could not be answeiable foi the plate So it 
was set all iij) in a laige glass cupboaid in the 
room I sat in, wheie it made a very good show 
indeed 
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On Tuesdaj theie tame such an appeal ance of 
gentlemen and ladies, that my apartments uere bv 
no means able to leceive them, and those who in 
particular appeared as piincipals gave order below 
to let no moie tonipaii> tome up The street was 
full of coaches with coronets, and fine glass ehaiis, 
and, in short, it was impossible to leceive the 
eonipany I kept m\ little looni as befoic, and 
the dancers filled the gieat room , nil the drawing- 
rooms also wcie filled, and three rooms below stairs, 
which were not mine 

It was lery well that there was n strong part} of 
the guauls brought to keep the door, for without 
that there had been suth a piomistuous crowd, and 
some of them scandalous tcxi, that we should ha\e 
been all disoulei and confusion , but the thiee head 
senants managed all that, and had a woid to admit 
all the company by 

It was uncertain to me, and is to this day, who it 
was that danced with me the Wednesdai befoie, 
when the ball was my own, but that tlie king was 
at this assembly was out of ipiestioii with me, bv 
tiicumstaiites that, I suppose, I could not be de- 
ceived in, and particularly that theie were five 
persons who weie not masked, thiee of them had 
blue garters, and they appeared not to me till I 
came out to dance 

This meeting was managed just as the first, though 
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with much more magnificence, because of the com- 
pany I plated myself (exceedingly nth in clothes 
and jewels) in the middle of my little looiii, as 
before, and made my compliment to nil the com- 
pany as they passed me, as I did befoic But my 

Lord , who had spoken openly to me the fiist 

night, came to me, and, unmasking, told me the 
company had ordered him to tell me they hoped 
they should see me in the dress I had appeared in 
the first day, which had been so acceptable that it 
had been the occasion of this new meeting “And, 
madam,” says he, “there are some in this assembly 
who it IS woith jour while to oblige” 

I bowed to iny Lord , and iinniediatcly with- 

drew While I was above, a-diessing in my new 
habit, two ladies, perfectly unknown to me, weie 
convened into niy apai tment below, by the older of 
a noble person, who, with his fainilv, had been in 
Persia, and heie, indeed, I thought I should have 
been outdone, oi perhaps balked 

One of these ladies was dressed most exquisitely 
fine indeed, in the habit of a virgin lady of quality 
of Georgia, and the othei in the same habit of 
Armenia, with each of them a w'onian slave to attend 
them 

The ladies had their petticoats short to then 
ankles, but plaited all lound, and befoie them short 
aprons, but of the finest point that could be seen 
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Their gowns weie made with long antique sleeves 
hanging down behind, and a tram let down They 
had no jewels, but then heads and bieaits wire 
diessed up with flowers, and they both came in 
veiled 

Their slaves were bareheaded, but their long, 
black hair was braided in locks hanging down be- 
hind to then waists, and tied up with ribands 
'Fhey were dressed exic’eding rich, and were as beau- 
tiful as their inistiesses, for none of them had any 
masks on The\ waited in my looin till I came 
down, and all paid their respects to me aftei the 
Pei Sian mannei, and sat down on a snfra — that is 
to say, almost crosslegged, on a couch made up of 
Liishioiis laid on the gionnd 

This was admirably fine, and I was indeed startled 
at it They made then compliment to me in Fieiith, 
and I replied in the same language tVheii the 
doois were opened, they walked into the daiiciiig- 
loom, and (lamed such a dame as indeed nobody 
there had evei seen, and to an instrument like a 
guitai, with a small low -sounding trumpet, which 

indeed was very fine, and which my Loid had 

provided 

They danced three times all alone, foi nobody 
indeed could dance with them The novelty pleased, 
truly, but yet there w'as something wild and bizarte 
in it, because they really acted to the life the bar- 
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barous country whence they came , but as mine had 
the French behaviour under the Mahometan dress, 
it was every way as new, and pleased much bettei 
indeed 

As soon as thev had shown their Gcoigian and 
Armenian shapes, and danced, as I have said, three 
times, thev wilhdiew, paid their compliment to me 
(foi I was queen of the daj ), and went oft to undress 
Some gentlemen then danced with ladies all in 
masks , and when they stopped, nobody rose up to 
dame, but all (ailed out “Roxana, Roxana” In 

the Intel val, iiiv Lord had hi ought anothei 

masked person into my loom, who I knew not, only 
that I could discein it was not the same peison that 
led me out betoie This nolile person ( foi I aftei 

waids undeistood it was the Duke of ), aftei a 

short (omplnneiit, led me out into the middle of the 
loom 

I was dressed in the same vest and gndle as before, 
but the lobe had a mantle over it, which is usual in 
the Tnikish habit, and it was of ciimson and green, 
the green brixaded with gold, and my tyhiaai, oi 
head-dicss, vaiied a little fioiii that I had befoie, as 
it stood higher, and had some jewels about the us- 
ing part, which made it look like a turban crowned 
I had no mask, neither did I paint, and yet I had 
the day of all the ladies that appeared at the ball, I 
mean of those that appealed with faces on As foi 
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those masked, nothing could be said of them, no 
doubt there might be many finer than I was , it 
must be confessed that the habit was infinitely ad- 
vantageous to me, and everybody looked at me with 
a kind of pleasure, which gave me great advantage 
too 

After I had danced with that noble person, I did 
not offei to daiK e by myself, as I had before , but 
they all called out “ Roxana” again , and two of the 
gentlemen came into the diawing-ioom to entreat me 
to give them the Turkish dance, which I yielded to 
readily, so I came out and danced just os at first 
Wliilel was dancing, I perceived five pel sons stand- 
ing all togethei, and among them only one with his 
hat on It was an immediate hint to me who it was, 
and had at first almost put me into some disorder , 
but I went on, received the applause of the house, as 
before, and retired into mv own room When I was 
theie, the five gciitlenien came across the loom to ray 
side, and, coming in, followed by a throng of gieat 
peisons, the person with his hat on said, “ Madam 
Roxana, you peifuini to adniiiatioii ” I was pie- 
paied, and offcied to kneel to kiss his hand, but he 
declined it, and saluted me, alid so, passing hack 
again througli the great room, went away 

I do not say here who this was, but I say I came 
afteiwaids to know something more plainly I 
would have withdrawn, and disrobed, being somewhat 
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too thin 111 that diess, unlaced and open-bieasted, ns 
if I had been in my shift , but it could not be, and I 
was obliged to dame afterwaids with six oi eighl 
gentlemen most, if not all of them, of the hist lank , 
and I was told afteiwaids that one of them was the 
Duke of M[onmou]th 

About two oi three o’clock in the morning the 
company began to decrease, the number of women 
especially diopped away home, some and some at a 
time, and the gentlemen retired dowiistaiis, wheie 
they unmasked and went to play 

Amy waited at the room wheie they played, sat up 
all night to attend them, and in the morning when 
they broke up they swept the box into hei lap, when 
she counted out to me sixtv-two guineas and a half, 
and the other servants got yeiy well too Amy came 
to me when they were all gone, “Law, madam,'’ 
says Amy, with a long gaping cry, ‘ what shall I do 
with all this money And indeed the pool cicat- 
uie was half mad with joy 

I was now in tiiy element I was as much talked 
of as anybody could desne, and I did not doubt but 
something oi other would come of it , but the lepoit 
of my being so nch intber was a balk to mv view 
than anything else , foi the gentlemen that would 
perhaps have been tioublesome enough othciwise, 
seemed to be kept olf, foi Roxana was too high foi 
them 


[275 ] 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 

4 

Tliere is a scene which came in heie which I must 
cover from human eyes or ears For thiee years 
and about a month Roxana lived retired, having 
been obliged to make an excursion in a mannei, 
and with a person which duty and piivate vows 
obliges her not to i eveal, at least not yet 

At the end of this time I appeared again , but, I 
must add, that as I had in this time of retreat made 
hay, &c , so I did not come abroad again with the 
same lustre, or shine with so much advantage as 
before For as some people had got at least a sus- 
picion of where I had been, and who had had me all 
the while, it began to lie public that Roxana was, 
in shoit, a riieie Roxana, neither better nor worse, 
and not that woman of honoui and viitue that was 
at first supposed 

You arc now to suppose me about seven years 
tome to town, and that I hiul not only sufi'ered the 
old revenue, whith I hinted was nmnaged by Sli 
Robert Clayton, to glow, as was mentioned btfoie, 
but I had laid up an inci edible wealth, the time 
coiisideied, and had I yet had the least thought of 
reforming, I had all the opportunitv to do it with 
advantage that evei woman had For the common 
vice of all whores, I mean monev, was out of the 
i^uestion, nav, even avarice itself seemed to be glut- 
ted , for, including whnt I had saved m leserving the 
interest of F14,000, which, as above, I had left to 
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grow, and including some very good presents I had 
made to me in meie compliment upon the^e shining 
masquerading meetings, which I held up foi about 
two yeais, and what I made of thiee yeais of the 
most gloiious letreat, as I call it, that ever woman 
had, I had fully doubled my hrst substance, and had 
near .fSOOO in money which I kept at home, besides 
abundance of plate and jewels, which I had either 
given me or had bought to set myself out for public 
days 

111 a word, I had now five-and-thirty thousand 
pounds estate , and as I found ways to live without 
wasting either principal oi inteiest, I laid up ^2000 
every yeai at least out of the nieie inteiest, adding 
it to the piuitipal, and thus I weht on 

Aftei the end of what I call my retreat, and 
out of which I brought a gieat deal of money, I 
appealed again, but I seemed like an old pieve of 
plate that had been hoaidcd up some years, and 
comes out taiinshed and discoloured, so I came out 
blown, and looked like a cast-off mistress, nor, in- 
deed, was I any better, though I was not at all 
unpaired in beauty except that I was a little fatter 
than I was fonneily, and always granting that I was 
four yeais older 

However, I pieseived the youth of my temper, 
was always bright, pleasant in company, and agree- 
able to eveiybody, oi else everybody’ flattered me, 
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and in this condition I came abroad to the world 
again And though I was not so populai as befoie, 
and indeed did not seek it, because I knew it could 
not be, vet I was far from being without company, 
and that of the gieatest quality (of subjects I mean), 
who frequentlv visited me, and sometimes we had 
meetings foi imith and play at my apartments, wheie 
I failed not to diveit them in the most agieeable 
niannei possible 

Nor could any of them make the least particular 
application to me, from the notion they had of my 
excessive wealth, which, as they thought, placed me 
fihove the meanness of a maintenance, and so left no 
loom to come easily about me 

But at last I was very handsomely attacked by a 
peisoii of honour, and (which recommended him pai- 
ticulaily to me) a peisoii of a veiy great estate He 
made a long introduction to me upon the subject of 
my wealth “ Igiioiant creature ' ” said I to myself, 
considei iiig him as a lord, “ was there evei woman in 
the world that could stoop to the baseness of being 
a whore, and was above taking the rew.iid of her 
vice ' No, no, depend upon it, if your loidship ob- 
tains anvthing of me, you must pay for it , and the 
notion of my being so rich serves only to make it 
cost you the cleaiei, seeing you cannot offer a small 
matter to a woman of FSOOO a year estate ” 

After he hod harangued upon that subject a good 
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while, and had assured me he had no design upon 
me, that he did not come to make a pnze of me, oi 
to pick my pocket, which, by the way, I was in no 
feai of, for I took too much care of my money to 
part with any of it that wa\, he then turned his 
discourse to the subject of love, a point so ndiculous 
to me without the main thing, I mean the money, 
that I had no patience to hear him make so long a 
story of it 

I leceived him civilly, and let him see I could bear 
to hear a wicked proposal without being affionted, 
and jet I was not to be biought into it too easily 
He visited rne a long while, and, in short, courted 
me os closely and assiduously .is if lie had been 
wooing me to matrimony He made me seveial 
valuable presents, which I suffered myself to be 
prevailed with to accept, but not without great 
difficulty 

Gradually I suffered also his other importunities , 
and when he made a proposal of a compliment or 
appointment to me for a settlement, he said th.at 
though I was rich, vet theie was not the less due 
from him to acknowledge the favouis he received, 
and that if I was to be his I should not live at my 
own expense, cost what it would I told him I wp,s 
far fiom being extravagant, and yet I did not live 
ut the expense of less than £500 a yeai out of my 
pocket, that, however, I was not covetous of 
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settled (illoHancef., foi I looked upon that as a 
kind of golden chain, something like niatnnion^ , 
that though I knew how to be tiue to a man of 
honoui, as I knew his lordship to be, )et I had a 
kind of n\ersion to the bonds, and though I was 
not so ii(h as the woild talked me up to be, ^et I 
was not so poor as to bind mjself to hardships for a 
pension 

He told me he expected to make my life perfectly’ 
easy, and intended it so , that he knew of no bond- 
age thcie could be in a piuate engagement between 
us , that the bonds of honoui he knew I would be 
tied b\, and think them no buithen , and for other 
obligations, lie scorned to expect ,iii^ thing from me 
blit what he knew’ ns a woman of honoui I lould 
giant I'hen as to mnintenance, he told me he 
would soon show me that he \alued me infinitely 
aboie L’oOO a yeai, and upon this foot we began 
I seemed kinder to him aftei this discourse, and 
ns time and puvate conyeisntion made us very in- 
timate, we began to come iienrei to the mam article, 
namely, the L^500 a yeai He olfeied that at first 
word, and to acknowledge it as an infinite fasoiir to 
have it be accepted of, and I, that thought it was 
too much bv all the money, suffeied myself to be 
mastered, oi pievailed with to yield, even on but a 
bale engagement upon parole 

When he had obtained his end that way, I told 
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him my mind “ Now you see, my loid,” said I, 
“ how weakly I have ntted, namely, to yield to you 
without any eapitulation, or anything seemed to me 
but that whieh you may cease to allow when you 
please If I am the less valued foi such a tonlidence, 
I shall be injuied in a manner that I will endeavom 
not to desei le ” 

He told me that he w'ould make it evident to me 
that he did not seek me by way of bargain, as such 
things weie often done, that as I had tieated him 
with a geneious toiifidence, so I should find I was in 
the hands of a man of honoui, and one that knew 
how to value the obligation , and upon this he 
pulled out a goldsmith’s hill loi I’HOO, which 
(putting it into niy hand), he said, he gave me as a 
pledge that I should not be a losei bv my not having 
made a baigain with him 

This was engaging indeed, and gave me a good 
idea of our futuie toiiospondence , and, in shoit, as 
I could not lefiain tieating him with moie kindness 
than I had done befoie, so one thing begetting an- 
other, I gave bun seveial testimonies that I was 
entnely lus own bv inclination as w'ell as by the 
common obligation of a mistress, and this pleased 
him exceedingly 

Soon aftei this private engagement I began to 
consider whether it wcie not more suitable to the 
inannei of life I now' led to be a little less public , 
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and, as I told m\ loid, it uould iid me of the im- 
poitnnities of otheis, and of continual visits fiom a 
soit of people who he knew of, and who, by the way, 
having now got the notion of me whicli I leally 
deserved, began to talk of the old game, loie and 
gallantry, and to oflei at what was rude enough — 
things as nauseous to me now as if I had been 
married and as virtuous as other people The visits 
of these people began indeed to be uneasy to me, 
and partitulaily as tliev «ere always very tedious 

and imfieitinent , nor could inv Lord be pleased 

with them at all if they had gone on It would be 
divei ting to set down here in what manner I repulsed 
these soit of people , how in some I resented it as an 
affront, and told them that I was sorry they should 
oblige me to vindicate myself fiom the scandal ot 
such suggestions by telling them that I could see 
them no nioie, and by' dcsiiing them not to give 
themselves the tumble of visiting me, who, though I 
was not willing to be uncivil, yet thought myself 
obligeil never to leceive anv visit fiom any gentle- 
man after be had made such proposals as those to 
me But these things would be too tedious to bring 
in here It was on this nciount I pioposed to Ills 
lordkfup my taking new lodgings for priiacy , be- 
■utea, I considered th.it as I might live very hand- 
MHwly, and yet not so publicly, so I needed not 
■^•04 m'mucli money by a great deal , and if I made 
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£500 a year of this generous person, it was more 
than I had any occasion to spend by a great deal 
My lord came readily into this pioposal, and went 
fuither than I expected, for he found out a lodging 
for me in a seiy handsome house, where yet he was 
not known — I suppose he had employed somebody 
to find it out for him — and where he had a con- 
venient way to come into the gaiden by a door that 
opened into the park, a thing very rarely allowed in 
those times 

Ry this' key he could come in at what time of 
night or day he pleased , and as we had also a little 
door in the lower pait of the house which was alwais 
left upon a lock, and his was the nmster-key, so if 
it was twelve, one, oi two o’clock at night, he could 
come directly into my bedchambei ,V R — I was 
not afiaid I should be found abed with anybody 
else, foi, 111 a woid, I conversed with nobody at all 
It happened pleasantly enough one night, his 
lordship had stayed late, .end I, not expecting him 
that night, had taken Amy to bed with me, and 
when my loid came into the chambei we were both 
fast asleep I think it was ncai thice o’clock when 
he came in, and a little meirv, but not at all fud- 
dled oi what they call in drink , and he came at once 
into the room 

Amy was flighted out of hei wits, and cried out 
I said calmlv, “Indeed, iny loid, I did inn expect 
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you to-night, and we have been a little frighted to- 
night with fire ” “Oh ' ” says he, “ I see you have 
got a bedfellow with you ” I began to make aii 
apology “No, no,” says my lord, “you need no 
excuse, ’t is not a man bedfellow, I see,” but then, 
talking menily enough, he catched his words back 
“ But, hark ye,” says he, “ now I think on ’t, how 
shall I be satisfied it is not a man bedfellow 
“ Oh,” says I, “ I dare snv \our lordship is satisfied 
’t is pool Amy” “Yes,” says he, “’t is Mis Amv , 
blit how do I know what Amy is '' it may be Mi 
Amy for aught I know, I hope you ’ll give me leave 
to be satisfied ” I told him, y es, bv all means, I 
would have his loidship satisfied , but 1 supposed he 
knew who she was 

Well, he fell foul of pooi Amy, and indeed I 
thought once he would have carried the jest on befoie 
iiiy face, as was once done in a like ca^e , but his 
lordship was not so hot neither, but he would know 
whethei Amy was Mr Amv oi Mrs Amy, and so, I 
suppose, he did, and then Ix'ing satisfied in tliat 
doubtful case, he walked to the faithei end of tlie 
loom, and went into a little closet and sat down 

In the meantime Amy and I got up, and I bid hei 
luii and make the bed in anothei chamber foi my loid, 
and I gave hei sheets to put into it, which she did 
iimnediatcly, and I put iny loid to bed there, and 
when I had done, at his desiie went to bed to him 
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I was backward ab first to come to bed to bim, and 
made my excuse because I had been in bed with Amy, 
and had not shifted me, but he was past those nice- 
ties at that tune , and as long as he was sure it was 
Mrs Amy, and not Mr Amy, he was very well satis- 
fied, and so the jest passed over But Amy appeared 
no more all that night, or the next day, and when 
she did, my loid was so meriy with her upon his 
eclaircissemeiit, as he called it, that Amy did not 
know what to do with herself 

Not that Amv was such a nice lady in the mam, 
if she had been fairly dealt with, as has appealed in 
the former part of this wotk, but now she was sui- 
piised, and a little hurried, that she scaice knew 
wheie she was , and Ixisides, she was, as to his lord- 
ship, as nice a ldd\ as any in the world, and for any- 
thing he knew of her she appeared as such The lest 
was to us only that knew of it 

I held this wicked scene of life out eight \eais, 
reckoning fioni iny first coming to England, and 
though ni\ loid found no fault, yet 1 found, without 
much examining, that any one who looked in my face 
might see I was above twenty years old, and yet, 
without flattering myself,! caiiiecl my age, which was 
above fifty, veiy' well too 

I mav yentuie to say that no woman ever lived 
a life like me, of six-and-twentv years of wickedness, 
without the least signals of lemorse, without .my 
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signs of repentance, or without so much as a wish to 
put an end to it, I had so long habituated myself to 
a life of vice, that really it appeared to be no vice 
to me I ueilt on smooth and pleasant, I wallowed 
in wealth, and it flowed in upon me at such a rate, 
having taken the frugal measures that the good knight 
directed, so that I had at the end of the eight years 
two thousand eight hundred pounds coming yearly 
111 , of which I did not spend one penny, being main- 
tained by my allowance from my Loid , and mote 

than maintained by above ^’200 per annum , for 
though he did not contract foi L'500 a year, as I 
made dumb signs to have it he, yet he gave me money 
so often, and that in such large parcels that I had 
seldom so little as seven to eight hundred pounds a 
tear of him, one year with anothei 
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1 MUST go Imck hpie, after telling openlj tlie 
wicked things I did, to mention something 
which, howevei, liiid the face of doing good 
I lemenibcied that when I went from Eni;- 
land, which Vas hfteeii \ettis liefore, I had left five 
little childien, tinned out as it were to the wide 
woild, and to the chanty of their fathei’s lelatioiis, 
the eldest was not six veais old, for we had not been 
itiaiiied full seven jeais when then father went 
awa> 

Aftei niv coining to England I was greatly desiioiis 
to heal how things stood with them, and whethei 
they were all alive or not, and in what niannci they 
had been maintained, and vet 1 icsolved not to 
discovei myself to them in the least, oi to let any 
of the people that had the breeding of them up 
know that there was such a body left in the world 
as then mother 

Amy was the only body I could trust witb such 
a commission, and I sent her into Spitalfields, to the 
old aunt and to the poor woman that weie so nistiu- 
mental in disposing the lelations to take some caie 
of the childien, but they were both gone, dead and 

TOC II —1 [ 1 ] 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 


buried some ^ears The next inquiiy she made was 
at the house where slie rained the poor children, and 
turned them in at the dooi When she came there 
she found the house inhabited by other people, so 
that she could make little or nothing of her inquiries, 
and came batk with an an-.W'cr that indeed was no 
answer to me, for it gave me no satisfaction at all 
I sent her bar k to inquiie in the neighbourhood what 
was liecoine of the fninily that lived in that house, 
and if they were removed, wheie they lived, and what 
til cunistanc es they weie in , and, withal, if she could, 
what became of tlie pool cliildren, and how they 
hyed, and where, how they had been treated, and 
the like 

She brought me back woid upon this second going, 
that she heard, as to the faiinlv. lliat the husband, 
who, thciugli hut untle-in-law to the children, had vet 
licen kindest to them, was dead , and that the widow 
W'as left hut in mean circuinstaiices — that is to say, 
she did not want, but that she was not so well in the 
world ns she was thought to lie when her husband 
was alive , that, as to fhe poor children, two of them, 
if seems, had been kept by hei, that is to say, by 
hei husband, while he lived, for that it was against 
her will, that we all knew , hut the honest neigh- 
houi-s pitied the poor childieii, thev said, heartily , 
for that fhcir aunt used them barbarously, and made 
them little liettei than servants in the house to wait 
upon bei and hei children, and scarce allowed them 
clothes fit to weal 
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These were, it seems, my eldest and thud, which 
weie daughters, the second was a son, the fourth a 
daughter, and the youngest a son 

To finish the melancholy part of this history of 
my two unhappy girls, she brought me word that as 
soon as they were able to go out and get any work 
they went fmm her, and some said she had turned 
them out of doore , but it seems she had not done 
so, but she Used them so ciuelly that they left hei, 
and one of them went to service to a neighboui s, a 
little way off, who knew her, an honest, substantial 
weavefs wife, to whom she was chambermaid, and in 
a little time she took hei sistei out of the Biide- 
uell of liei aunt's house, and got her a plate too 
This was all iiielantholv and dull I sent hei 
then to the weaver’s house, wheic the eldest had 
lived, but found that, her inistiess being dead, she 
was gone, and iiobodv knew there whither she went, 
only that they heaid she had lived with a great lady 
at the othei end of the town , but tliev did not know 
who that lady was 

These iiitjuiiies took us up thiee ci foui weeks, 
iiid 1 was not one |ot the bettei toi it, foi I could 
heal iiotliing to iny satisfaction I sent her next to 
hnd out the honest man who, as in the beginning of 
lily stoiy I oliserved, made them lye entertained, and 
caused the youngest to he fetched from the town 
wheie we lived, and wliiie the parish officeis had 
taken caie of him 'I’liis gentleman was still alive, 
and there she heard that m\ voungesl daughtoi and 
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elde-^t son wus dead also , but that my joiiiigest son 
wasrtlive,and was at that time about seventeen \ears 
old, and that lie was put out appieiitice bv the kind- 
ness and dial. tv of his iimlc. but to a mean trade, 
and at which he was obliged to woik verv haid 

Aiiiv was so lunous in this pait that she went 
immediately to see him, and found him all duty and 
haid at woi k She had no lemembranie at all of 
the vouth, foi she had not seen him sime he was 
about two Real's old , and it was evident he eould 
haie no knowledge of hei 

However, she talked with him, and found him a 
good, sensible, inaiiiieilv \outl), that he knew little 
of the stoiy of Ins fatliei or inothei. and had no 
view of aiiythnig liut to work haid foi his living, 
and she did not think fit to put anv gieat things 
into his head, lest it should take him off of his 
Imsnicss, and perhaps make him tiini guldv-headed 
and be giKal for nothing but she went and found 
out that kind man, his benefactor, who had put 
him out, and tindiiig him a plain, well-meaning, 
honest, and kiiid-heai ted man, she opened lier tale 
to liini the easiei She made a long stoiy, how she 
had a prodigious kindness foi the child, because she 
had the same foi his fathei and niothei , told him 
that she was tlie seivaiit-iiiaid th.it biouglit all of 
llu'iii to then .unit’s dooi, .ind run away and left 
them , that then pool mothei wanted hiead, and 
what came of hci aftei she would have been glad to 
know She added that hei ciicviiistances had hap- 
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pened to mend in the woild, and that, as she was in 
Londition, so she «'as disposed to show some kind- 
ness to the childien if she could find them out 

He received her with all the civility that so kind 
a pioposal demanded, gave her an aecount of what 
he had done for the child, how he had maintained 
him, fed and clothed him, put linn to school, and at 
last put him out to a trade She said he had indeed 
been a fathei to the child “But, sii,” says she, 
“’tis a veiy laboiioiis, haid-woikmg trade, and he 
IS but a thm, weak bo> " “ That’s true,” says ho , 

“but the boy chose the tiacle, and I assure you I 
gave T20 with him, and am to find him clothes all 
his apprenticeship , and as to its being a hard trade,” 
says he, “ that ’s tlie fate of his ciitunistantes, pool 
bo\ I could not iwcll do better foi him ” 

“Well, sir, as you did all for him in charitv,” 
says she, “ it was exceeding well , but, as iny lesolu- 
tion IS to do something for him, I desire von will, if 
possible, take him awav again fiom that place, 
where he woiks so h.ird, for I c.aimot beai to see the 
child work so vei v hard for his biead, and I will do 
something foi him that shall ni.cke him live with- 
out such haul labour” 

He smiled at that “ I can, indeed,” says he, 
“ take him away, but then 1 must lose my i,' 20 that I 
gave with him ” 

“Well, sii,” said Amv, “I’ll enable you to lose 
that T20 immediately and so she put her hand m 
her pocket and pulls out her puise 
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He begun to be a little amazed at her, and looked 
her hard in the face, and that so very ninth that she 
took notice of it, and said, “ hir, I fancy by your 
looking at me you tliink you know me, but I am as- 
sured you do not, for I never saw your face before I 
think you have done enough foi the child, and that 
vou ought to be acknowledged as a father to him . 
hut vou ought not to lose by your kindness to him, 
more than the kindness of bunging him up obliges 
you to , and therefore theie’s the L’20,” added she, 
*■ and pray let him be letthcd away ” 

“Well, madam, ” says he, “I will thank you for 
the boy, as well as foi invself, but will you please to 
tell me ivhat 1 must do with him '' 

“Sii,” says Amy. “ns you have been so kind to 
keep him so many years I beg you will take him 
home again one year more, and I 'll bring you a 
hundred pounds more, whuh I will dcsiie you to lay 
out in sehoohng and ilothes foi him, and to pay vou 
for his board l’erha[)s I may put him in a eondl- 
tion to return your kindness” 

He looked pleased, but sui prised very much, and 
inquired of Amy, but with veiy great respect, wliat 
he should go to school to leatn, and what trade she 
would please to put him out to 

Amy said he should put him to leain a little 
Latin, and then merchants’ accounts, and to write a 
good hand, for she w'ould have him be put to a Tui- 
key merchant 

“ Madam,” says he, “ T am glad for his sake to 
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hear you talk so , but do you know that a Turkey 
meichaiit »il] not take him under L’400 or ^500?” 

“ Yes, sii," says Amy, ‘ I know it very well ” 
“And,” sa\s he, “that it will require as many 
thousands to set him up ^ ” 

“Yes, sir,” says Amy, “I know that veiy well 
too , ” and, resolving to talk very big, she added, “ I 
have MO children of my own, and I resolve to make 
him my hen, and if i?l 0,000 be reqmred to set him 
up, he shall not want it I was but his inothei's 
seivant when he was born, and I inouined heaitily 
for the disaster of the family, and I always said, if 
e\ei I was worth anything in the world, I would take 
the child for niy own, and I’ll be as good as my 
wold now, though I did not then foresee that it 
would be with me as it has been since” And so 
Amy told him a long stoiy how she was tioubled for 
me, and what she would gne to hear whether I was 
dead oi alice, and what circumstances I was iii , that 
if she could but find me, if I was evei so pool, she 
would take caie of me, and make a gentlewoman of 
me again 

He told hei that, as to the child’s mother, she had 
been reduced to the last extremity, and was obliged 
t ns he supposed she knew ) to send the children all 
among hei husband’s friends , and if it had not been 
for him, they had all been sent to the parish , but 
that he obliged the other relations to share the charge 
among them , that he had taken two, whereof he had 
lost the eldest, who died of the smallpox, but that 
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he had been as cartful of tins ns of his own, and had 
made ver^ little difference in then breeding up, only 
that when he came to put him out he thought it was 
best for the boy to put linn to a trade which he 
might set up 111 without a stock, for otheiwise his 
tune would be lost, and that as to his mother, he 
had never lieen able to hear one woid of her, no, not 
though he had made the utmost inquiry aftei her, 
that there went a repoit that she had di owned her- 
self, but that he could nevei meet with anybody that 
could give him a lertain account of it 

Amy (oiinteifeited a civ fot her pooi mistress, 
told him she would give aii\ thing in the world to 
sc“c her, if she was alne , and ngieat deal more such- 
like talk they had about that, then they letuined 
to speak of the bo\ 

He inquiied of hei wh\ she did not seek aftei the 
ihild before, that he imglit have been brought up 
fiom a younger age, suitable to what she designed 
to do foi him 

hhe told him she had been out of England, and 
was but newly ictuiiud fioni the East Indies That 
she had been out of England, and was but newly 
letuined, was tiue, but the lattei w.is false, and was 
put in to blind him, and piovide against faither in- 
qiiiiies, for it was not a stiange thing foi young 
women to go away poor to the East Indies, and 
tome home vastly rich So she went on with diicc- 
tions about him, and both agieed in this, that the 
boy should by no means be told what was intended 
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for him, but only that he should be taken home 
again to his uncle’s, that his uncle thought the tiade 
too hard for him, and the like 

About three days after this Amy goes again, and 
earned him the hundred pounds she promised him, 
but then Amy made quite another figuie than she 
did befoie , foi she went in my coach, with two foot- 
men after hei, and dresseil \eiy fine also, with jewels 
and a gold watch, and there was indeed no gieat 
difflrultv to make Arnv look like a lady, for she was 
a very liandsoine, well-shaped woman, and genteel 
enough The coachman and seiv.uits weie paiticu- 
laily ordeicd to show her the same inspect as they 
would to me, and to call her Madam Collins, if they 
Meie asked any (jucstions about her 

When the gentleman saw what a figuie she made 
it added to the fortnoi suipiisc, and he entertained 
hei in the most respectful niannei possible, congiatu- 
lated liei advancement in foilunc, and particularly 
lejoiced that it should fall to the pool child’s lot to 
be so pioMcled f'oi, contiaiy to all expectation 

Well Amy t.ilkcd big, but very ficc and familiar, 
told them she had no [iride in hei good foitune (and 
that was tiue enough, foi, to give Amy her due, she 
was far fiom it, and w'as as good-huinouied a cieat- 
uie as ever lived), that she was the same as evei , 
and that shc^ always loved this boy, and was lesolved 
to do something extraoidinaiy fin him 

Then she pulled out her money, and paid him 
down a hundred and twenty pounds, which, she said, 
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she paid hun that he might be sure he should be no 
loser by taking him home again, and that she would 
come and see him again, and talk farther about 
things with him, so that all might be settled for 
him, in such a mannei ns accidents, such as mortal- 
ity, oi anything else, should make no alteration to 
the child’s piejudite 

At this meeting the uncle brought his wife out, 
n good, inotheilv, comely, grace woman, who spoke 
veij teiideily of the youth, and, as it appeared, had 
been very good to liim, though she had several chil- 
dren of her own Aftei a long discourse, she put in 
a word of her own “Madam," says she, “I am 
heartily glad of the good intentions you have foi 
this poor orphan, and f rejoice sincerely in it for Ins 
sake, but, iiindani, you know, I suppose, that there 
aic two sisters nine too, iiiav we not speak a woid 
foi them ? Poor gnls,” says she, “they have not 
been so kindly used as he has, and are turned out to 
the wide world " 

“Wheie are they, madam says Amy 
“Poor creatuics," says the gentlewoman, “they 
are out at serMce, nobody knows where but them- 
selves , then case is veiv haul" 

“Well, madam," says Amy, “though if I could 
find them I would assist them, yet my concern is for 
my boy, as I call him, and I will put him into a 
condition to take care of his sisteis" 

“ But, madam," says the good, c-ompassionate 
creature, “he may not be so charitable perhaps by 
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hi3 own inclination, foi brothers are not fathers, and 
they have been cruelly used already, poor gills , we 
have often relieved them, both w'lth victuals and 
clothes too, even w'hile they were pretended to be 
kept by their barbarous aunt ” 

“ Well, madam,” says Amy, “ what can I do for 
them ? They are gone, it seems, and cannot be 
heard of When I see them ’t is time enough ” 
She pressed Amy then to oblige their bi other, 
out of the plentiful fortune he w'as like to haie, 
to do something for his sisteis when he should be 
able 

Amy spoke coldly of that still, but said she would 
considei of it , and so they parted for that time. 
They had several meetings after this, foi Amy went 
to see her adopted son, and oideied his sdiooling, 
clothes, and othei things, but enjoined them not to 
tell the young man anything, but that they thought 
the trade he was at too hard foi him, and they 
would keep him at home a little longer, and give 
him some schooling to fit linn tor other business , 
and Arny appeared to him ns she did before, only 
as one that had known his mother and had some 
kindness foi him 

Thus this matter passed on for neai a twelvemonth, 
when it happened that one of iiiy iimid servants hav- 
ing asked Amy leave (foi Amy was mistiess of the 
sei vents, and took and put out such as she pleased) 
— I say, having asked leave to go into the city to 
see hei fi lends, came home crying bitterly, and in 
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a mobt giiL'voiib agony wid continued so 

several da>s tdl Ann, peiteiving the excess, and 
that the in.ud would ccitainly eiy herself sick, she 
took an opportunity with her and examined her 
aViout it 

The maid told her a long story, that she had been 
to see her hiothei, the only brother she had in the 
world, and th.it she knew he w<is put out apprentice 

to a , but theie had come a lady in a coach 

to Ills uncle , who had hi ought him up, and 

m.ide him take him home again , and so the wench 
lun on witli the whole stoiy just as ’t is told above, 
till she came to that part that belonged to heiself 
“And theie," says she, “ I had not let them know 
whcie I lived, and the hidy would have taken me, 
and, thc'y sav, would have piovided for me too, as 
she has done for iiiy biothei , hut nobod v could tell 
where to hnd me, and so I have lost il all, and 
all the hopes of being ainthing but a pooi seiv.int 
all inv days and then the girl fell a-crying again 

Amy said, “What’s all this story'' Who could 
this lad\ be '' It must be some tuck, sure ” “ No," 

she said, “ it was not n tuck, toi she had made them 
t.ike lier hi other home fiom .apprentice, and bought 
him new clotlies, and put him to have moie learning, 
and the tieiitlewonian said she would make him hei 
hen ” 

“ Her hen ' " says Amy “ What does that 
amount to? It may be she had nothing to leave 
him , she might make .inybodv her heir" 
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“ No, no,” says the girl , “ she came in a fine 
coach and hoises, and I don’t know how many foot- 
men to attend her, and bi ought a great bag of gold 

and gave it to my imclc , he that bi ought up 

my brother, to buy him clothes and to pay for his 
schooling and boaid ” 

“He that hi ought up youi brother?” says Amy 
“ Win, did not he bring you up too as well as your 
biothci ? Piav who Inought you up, then ? ” 

Here the pool giil told a melancholy story, how 
an aunt had brought up her and hci sister, and how 
barbarously she had used them, as we have heaid 
fly this time Amy had her head full enough, and 
her heart too, and did not know how to hold it, or 
what to do, foi she was satisfied that this was no 
other than my ow ii daughter, foi she told her all the 
history of her fatliei and iiiothei, and how she was 
earned by their maid to licr aunt’s dooi, just as is 
related in the begiimiiig of my sloi \ 

Amy did not tell me this stoiy loi a great while, 
nor did she well know what course to take in it, but 
as she had authority to manage everything in the 
family, she took ovcasion some time after, without 
letting me know anylhingof it, to hnd some fault 
with the maid and turn hei away 

Her leosohs weie good, though at fust I was not 
plMsed when I heaid of it, but 1 'was convinced 
cfterWMtb that she was in the light, foi if she had 
told Bie of it I should have been in great peiplexity 
between the difflculty of concealing myself fiom my 
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own cliild and the inconvenience of having my way 
of living be known among my first husband’s rela- 
tions, and even to my husband himself, for as to his 
being dead at Fans, Ainv, seeing me resolved against 
marrying an^ more, liad told me that she had fanned 
that story only to make me easy when I was in Hol- 
land if anything should offer to my liking 

However, I was too tendei a mother still, notwith- 
standing what I had done, to let this pool girl go 
about the world drudging, as it were, foi bread, and 
slaving at the hie and in the kitchen as a cook-maid , 
besides, it came into my head that she might peihaps 
marry some pooi devil of a footman, or a coachman, 
or some such thing, and be undone that way, or, 
which was worse, be drawn in to he with some of 
that coaise, cursed kind, and be w'lth child, and be 
utterly ruined that way , and in the midst of all my 
prosperity this gave me gieat uneasiness 

As to sending Amy to hei, there was no doing 
that now, foi, as she had been seivant in the house, 
she knew Ainv as well as Amy knew me, and no 
doubt, though I was iiiiich out of hei sight, yet she 
might have had the cuiiosity to hav'c peeped at me, 
and seen me enough to know me again if I had dis- 
(oveied myself to hei , so that, in short, theie was 
nothing to be done that way 

However, Ahiy, a diligent indefatigable creature, 
found out anoHicr woman, and gave her hei errand, 
aiul sent hei to the honest man's house in Spitalfields, 
whithei she supposed the girl would go after she was 
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out of hei place, and bade her talk with hei, and 
tell her at a distante that as something had been 
done for her bi other, so something would be done 
for her too, and, that she should not be discouraged, 
she earned hei -F20 to buy her clothes, and bid hei 
not go to service any more, but think ofothei things, 
that she should take a lodging in some good family, 
and that she should soon hear farther 

The girl was overjoved with this news, you may 
be suie, and at fust a little too much elevated with 
it, and dicssed lieiself verv handsomely indeed, and 
us soon as she had done so came and paid a visit to 
Madam Amy, to let her see how fine she was Amy 
congiatulated hei, and wished it might be all as she 
expected, but admonished her not to be elevated with 
it too much , told hei humility was the best orna- 
ment of a gentlewoman, and a great deal cif good 
advice she gave her, but discovered nothing 

All this was acted in the first years of my setting 
up my new figuie here in town, and while the masks 
and balls were in agitation , and Amy carried on the 
affan of setting out my son into the world, which we 
were assisted in by the sage advice of my faithful 
counsellor. Sir Robeit Clayton, who piocured us a 
iiiastei for him, by whom he was aftei wards sent 
abroad to Italy, as you shall hem in its place, and 
Amy managed my daughter too very well, though 
by a third hand 

My amour with my Lord began now to draw 

to an end and indeed, notwithstanding liis money, 
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it had lasted so long that I was much more sick of 
his lordship than he could be of me He grew old 
and fretful, and captious, and I must add, which 
made the vice itself begin to giow' suifeiting and 
nauseous to me, he grew worse and wickeder the 
older he grew, and that to such degiee as is not fit 
to wiite of, and made me so weary of him that upon 
one of his capiuious humouis, which he often took 
occasion to tioiible me with, I took occasion to be 
much less complaisant to him than I used to be, 
and as I knew him to be hasty, I hist took caie to 
put him into a little passion, and then to icsent it, 
and this biought Us to woids, in wlncli I told him I 
thought he giew sick of me, and he answered in a 
heat that truly so he was I answered that I found 
his lordship was endencouiiug to make me sick too, 
that I had met with several such mbs fiom him of 
late, and that he did not use me as he used to do, 
and I begged his loidship he would make himself 
easy • This I spoke with an an of coldness and in- 
diffeieiice such as I knew he could not bear, but I 
did not downiiglit quarrel with him and tell him 
I was sick of him too, and desiit him to Cjuit me, for 
I knew that would come of itself, besides, I had 
received a great deal of handsome usage from him, 
niid I was loth to have the hi each be on my side, 
that he might not be able to say I was ungiateful 
But he put the occasion into my hands, for he 
came no more to me for two months, indeed I ex- 
pected a fit of absence, foi such I had had several 
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times before, but not foi above a fortnight oi three 
weeks at most , but aftei I had stayed a month, 
which was longei than ever he kept awaj yet, I took 
a new method with him, for I was icsolved now it 
should be in mv power to toiitiiiue oi not, as 1 
thought fit At the end of a month, theiefore, I 
lemoved, and took lodgings at Kensington Gravel 
Pits, at that part next to the load to Acton, and 
left nobody in my lodgings hut Amy and a footman, 
with pioper instructions how to behave when his 
loidship, being come to himself, should think fit to 
come again, which I knew he would 

About the end of two months, he came in the dusk 
of the evening as usual 'J'he footman answered him, 
and told him his lady was not at home, but there 
was Mrs Amy above , so he did not oider her to be 
called down, hut went upstaiis into the dining-) oom, 
and Mis Amy came to him He asked whole I was 
“My loid,” said she, “my mistiess lias been ri'inoved 
a good while fiom hence, and lives at Kensington ” 
“ Ah, Ml'S Amy ' how came you to lie here, then ? ” 
“My lord.” said she, “we arc heie till the (juarter- 
day, because the goods are not removed, and to give 
answeis if any comes to ask foi my lady ” “Well, 
and what ansvvci are you to give to me “Indeed, 
my lord,” says Amy, “I h.ive no paiticulai answci 
to youi loidship, but to tell you and eveiybody else 
where my lady lives, that they may not think she’s 
lun away” “No, Mis Amy,” says he, “I don t 
think she ’s run away , but, indeed, I can’t go after 
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her BO far as that ” Am^ said nothing to that, but 
made n courtes\, and said she believed I would be 
theit again for a week, oi two in a little tune 

How little tune, Mrs Amy says ray lord “ She 
comes next Tuesday,” says Am\ “Very well,” says 
my lord , “ I ’ll call and see her then , ” and so he 
went away 

Accordingly I came on the Tuesday, and stayed 
a fortnight, but he came not . so I wont back to 
Kensington, and after that I liad very few of his 
lordship’s visits, which I was veiy glad of, and in a 
little tune after was more glad of it than I was at 
hist, and upon a far bettei account too 

Foi now I began not to be sick of his lordship 
oiil\, but icnlly I began to be sick of the vice , and 
ns I had good Icisuic now to diccit and enjoy myself 
in the world as much ns it was possible for anv 
woman to do that evei lived in it, so I found that 
mv judgment began to prevail upon me to hx my 
delight upon nobler objects than I had formeily 
done, and the very begiiiiiiiig of this brought some 
]ust reflections upon me relating to things post, and 
to the foimer manner of my living, and though 
theie was not the least hint in all this from what 
may be called leligion or conscience, and far from 
anything of lepentunce, or anything that was akin 
to it, especially at hrst, yet the sense of things, and 
the knowledge I had of the woild, and the vast 
variety of scenes that I hod acted my part in, began 
to woik upon my senses, and it came so very strong 
[ 18 ] 
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upon mv mind one moiinng when I had been lying 
awake some time in my bed, as if somebody had 
asked me the question, What was I a whore for now ? 
It occurred naturally upon this inquiry, that at first 
I yielded to the importunity of my circumstances, 
the misery of which the devil dismally aggravated, 
to draw me to coniplv , for I confess I had strong 
natural aversions to the crime at first, partly owing 
to a virtuous education, and partly to a sense of 
leligion , but the devil, and that greater devil of 
poverty, prevailed , and the person who laid siege 
to me did it in such an obliging, and I may almost 
sav iiTesistible, manner, all still inaiiaged by the evil 
spmt, foi I must be allowed to believe that he has 
a share in all such things, if not the whole manage- 
ment of them Hilt, I say, it was earned on bv that 
jiersou in such an iiiesistiblc mannei that, as I said 
when I related the fact, theie was no withstanding 
it, these circumstances, I say, the devil managed 
not only to bring me to comply, but he continued 
them as arguments to fortify my mind against all 
reflection, and to keep me in that hoiTid couise I 
had engaged in, as if it were honest and lawful 

But not to dwell upon th.it now , this was a pre- 
tence, and here was something to be said, though I 
acknowledge it ought not to have been sufficient to 
me at all , but, I say, to leave that, all this was out 
of doors, the devil himself could not foiin one argu- 
ment, or put one reason into mv head now, that 
could scive for an answci — no, not so much as a 
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pretended answer to this question, why I should be 
a whole now 

It had for a wliile been a little kind of excuse to 
me that I was engaged with this wicked old lord, 
and that I eould not in honour forsake him , but 
how' foolish and absurd did it look to lepeat the 
word “honour" on so iilc an occasion' as if a 
woman should prostitute hei honour in point of 
honoiii — hoi I id UK oiisislencv ' Honoui called upon 
me to detest the criiiic and the innn too, ftnd to have 
resisted all the attacks which, fioin the beginning, 
had been made upon my sirtcie , and honour, hid 
it Ix'en consulted, would liaie preserved me honest 
from the beginning 

•' For ‘ honesty ’ liiicl ‘ honour ’ are the same " 

This, howevei, shows us with what faint excuses 
and with what tiifles we pretend to satisfy ouiselves, 
and suppress the attempts of conseicnce, in the pur- 
suit of agreeable crime, and in the possessing those 
pleasures which we aie loth to part with 

Uut this objection would now serve no longer, for 
my lend had in some soit hiokc his engagements (I 
won’t call it honour agun) with me, and had so fai 
slighted me as fairly to justify my entne cjuitting of 
him now , and so, as the ob)Cction was fully answeied, 
the cjue-ition remained still unanswered, Why am I a 
whore now '' Noi indeed had I anything to say for 
myself, eyen to myself , I could not without blushing, 
as wicked as I wa-s, answer that I loved it foi the sake 
[ 20 ] 
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of the vice, and that I delighted in being a «lioie. as 
such . I say, I could not say this, ei en to myself, and 
all alone, noi indeed would it have been true I was 
never able, in justice and with tiuth, to say I was so 
wiiked as that, but as necessity fiist debauched me, 
and poveity made me a whole at the beginning, so 
excess of aval ice lor getting money and excess of 
vanity continued me in the ciiine, not being able to 
lesist the flatteiies of great persons , being called the 
finest woman in Fiance, being ciuessed by a prince, 
and afterwards, I had pride enough to expect and 
folly enough to believe, though indeed without 
giound, b\ a great monarch These were my baits, 
these the chains by which the devil held me bound, 
and by winch I was indeed too fast held foi any 
1 easoning that I was then iiiistiess of to deliver me 
fiom 

But this was all ovei now , avarice could have no 
pretence I was out of the loacli of all that fate 
could be supposed to do to lediue me, now' 1 was 
so f.ir from poor, or the dangei of it, that I had 
-£’50,000 in my pocket at least . nay, I had tiie 
income of L’50,000, ten I had I'iiSOO a jeai coming 
in upon veiy good land scxurity, besides three or foui 
thousand pounds in money, which I kept Ly me toi 
oidiniiiy occasions, and, besides, jewels, and plate, 
and goods which weie woith near -£’5G00 inoie , these 
put together, when I luiiiiiiated on it all in my 
thoughts, as you may be suie 1 did often, added 
weight still to the question, as above, and it sounded 
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continually in my head, “What next ? What am I 
a whore for now ? ” 

It 13 true till*- was, as I say, seldom out of my 
thoughts, but yet it made no impressions upon me of 
that kind which might be expected from a leflection 
of so important a nature, and which had so much of 
substance and seiiousness in it 

But, however, it was not without some little con- 
sequences, even at that time, and which gave a little 
turn to my way of living at first, as you shall hear in 
its place 

But one particular thing intervened besides this 
which gave me some uneasiness at this time, and made 
wa^ foi other things that followed I have men- 
tioned in scneral little digressions the concern I 
had upon me for iii} childien, and in what niannei 
I had diiected that aff.vn , 1 must go on a little with 
that part, in order to bring the subsequent parts of 
my story togethei 

My boy, the only son I had left that I had a legal 
light to cMl “ son,” was, as I have said, rescued from 
the unhappy circumstances of being apprentice to a 
meihanic, and was brought up upon a new foot , but 
though this was infinitelv to his advantage, jet it 
put him back near three yeais in his coming into 
this world , for he had been iieai a year at the 
diudgery he was first put to, and it took up two 
jeais inoie to form him foi what he had liopes given 
liim he should hereafter Ik, so that he was full 
nineteen years old, oi rather twenty years, before 
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he came to be put out as I intended , at the end of 
which time I put him to a very flourishing Italian 
niei chant, and he again sent him to Messina, in the 
Island of Sicily , and a little before the juncture I am 
now speaking of I had letteis fiom him — that is to 
say. Mis Amy had letters from him, intimating that 
he was out of Ins time, and that he had an opportunity 
to be taken into an English house there, on very good 
terms, if his suppoit from heme might answei what 
he was bid to hope foi and so begged that what 
would be done for him might be so ordered that he 
might have it for his present ndvancement, lefernng 
for the paiticulars to his master, the merchant in 
London, who he had been put apprentice to heie, 
who, to cut the story sboit, gave such a satisfartory 
account of it, and of ni\ joung man, to niy steady 
and faithful counsellor, Sii Ilobeit Clajtoii, that I 
made no scruple to pay i.'4000, which was L'lOOO 
more than he demanded, or latlier proposed, that he 
might have encouragement to enter into the world 
better than he expected 

His master remitted the money very faithfully to 
him , and finding, by Sir Robert Clayton, that the 
young gentleman — for so he called him — was well 
suppoited, wrote such letters on his account as gave 
him a Cl edit at Messina equal in value to the money 
itself 

I could not digest it very well that I should all 
this while conceal myself thus from my own child, 
and make all this favour due, in his opinion, to a 
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stranger , and vet I tould not find in my heart to let 
mv son know what a mother he had, and what a hie 
she lived, when, at the same time that he must 
think himself infinitely obliged to me, he must be 
obliged, if he was a man of virtue, to hate his mother, 
and abhor the way of living bv which all the bounty 
he enjoyed was raised 

This IS the leason of mentioning this part of my 
son’s story, which is otheiwise no ways concerned in 
my history, but as it put me upon thinking how to 
put an end to that w’icked couise I was ill, that mv 
own child, when he should aftei wards come to Eng- 
land in a good figuie, and with the appearance of a 
mei chant, should not be ashamed to own me 

But theie was another difficulty, which lay heavier 
upon me a gicat deal, and that was my daughtci, 
who, as before, I had iclieved bv the hands of another 
instruincnl, which Aim had piotured The giil, as 
I have mentioned, was directed to put herself into a 
good garb, take lodgings, and enteitaiii a maid to 
w'ait upon hci, and to give herself some breeding — 
that IS to sav, to learn to dance, and fit herself to 
appear ns a gentlew oinan , being mode to hope that 
she should, some time or othei, find that she should 
lie put into a condition to support hei charactei, and 
to make herself amends foi all hei foimer troubles 
Slie was only chaiged not to be drawn into matii- 
iiionv till slie was secured of a fortune that might 
assist to dispose of herself suitable not to what she 
then was, but w hat she was to be 
[ 24 ] 
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TTie girl was too sensible of hei eircumstances not 
to give all possible satisfaction of that kind, and 
indeed she was mistress of too much understanding 
not to see how much she should be obliged to that 
pait for her own interest 

It was not long after this, but being well equipped, 
and in everything well set out, as she was diiectcd, 
she came, as I have related above, and paid a visit to 
Mis Amy, and to tell her of hei good foitune Amy 
pietciided to be much surprised at the alteration, and 
overjoyed foi her sake, and began to treat herveiy 
well, enteitained hei handsomely, and when she 
would have gone away, pietcnded to ask my leave, 
and sent my conch home with her, and, in shoit, 
learning from her where she lodged, which was in 
the city, Amy piomised to retiiin her visit, and did 
so , and, in a word, Amy and Susan (for she vvns my 
ow'ii name) began an intimate acquaintaiiie togethei 
There was an inexpiessiblc difliiulty in the pool 
girl’s way, or else I should not have been able to have 
foiborne discovering invself to hei, and this was, hei 
having been a seivant in my partii ular family , and I 
could b> no means think of evei letting the childien 
know what a kind of creatuie they owed their being 
to, or giving them an ocvasion to upbiaid then mothei 
with hei scandalous life, much less to justify the like 
pi active from my example 

Thus it was with me, and thus, no doubt, consid- 
eiing parents always find it that then own children 
are a restraint to them in their worst louises, when the 
[ 25 ] 
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sense of a superior power has not the same influence 
But of that heieafter 

Theie happened, however, one good circumstance 
in the case of this poor girl, whicli brought about a 
discovery soonei than otherwise it would have been, 
and it was thus After she and Aiiiv had been inti- 
mate for some time, and had exchanged several visits, 
the girl, now grown a woman, talking to Amy of the 
gay things that used to fall out when she was servant 
ill my family, spoke of it with a kind of concern that 
she could not see (me) hei lady , and at last she adds, 
“Twas veiy strange, niadam,” says she to Amy, 
“but though I lived near two years in the house, I 
never saw my mistress in niy life, except it was that 
public night when she danced in the fine Turkish 
habit, and then she was so disguised that I knew 
nothing of her afterwards” 

Amy was glad to heai this, but as she was a cun- 
ning gill fiom the beginning, she was not to lie bit, 
and so she laid no stiess upon that at first, but gave 
me an account of it, and I must confess it gave me 
a secret joy to think that I was not known to her, 
and that, by viitue of that only accident, I might, 
when other circumstances made room for it, discover 
myself to her, and let hei know she had a mother m 
a condition fit to be owned 

It was a dieadfiil restraint to me before, and this 
gave me some very sad reflections, and made way for 
the great question I have mentioned above , and by 
how much the ciicumstance was bitter to me, by so 
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much the more agreeable it was to undeistand that 
the girl had never seen me, and consequently did not 
know me again if she was to be told who I was 
However, the next tune she came to visit Amy, I 
was resolved to jiut it to a tiial, and to come into the 
loom and let hei see hie, and to see by that whether 
she knew me or not , but Amy put me by, lest 
indeed, as theie was reason enough to question, T 
should not be able to contain or foibeai discovenng 
iii\self to ber , so it went off foi that time 

But both these circumstances, and that is the lea- 
son of mentioning them, brought me to considei of 
the life I lived, and to resolve to put myself into some 
figure of life in which I might not be scandalous to 
my own family, and be afiaid to make myself known 
to niy own children, who weic my own flesh and 
blood 

There was another daughtei I had, which, with all 
our inquiries, we could not hear of, high nor low, for 
seven al yeais after the first But I return to my own 
stoi V 

Being now in part lemoved from my old station, I 
seemed to be in a fan way of retiring from my old 
acquaintances, and consequently from the vile, abomi- 
nable trade I had driven so long, so tliat the door 
seemed to be, as it were, particularly open to my 
refoi Illation, if I had any mind to it in earnest , but, 
foi all that, some of rny old fiieiids, as I had used to 
call them, inquired me out, and came to visit me at 
Kensington, and that more frequently than I wished 
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they would do , but it being once known where I waS; 
there was no avoiding it, unless I would have down- 
right refused and afttonted their , and I was not yet 
in earnest enough with my resolutions to go that 
length 

The best of it was, iny old *lewd favourite, who I 
now heartily hated, entirely dropped me He came 
once to visit me, but I caused Amy to deny me, and 
say I was gone out She did it so oddly, too, that 
when his lordship went away, he said coldly to hei, 
‘‘ Well, well, Mrs Amy, I find youi mistress does not 
desire to be seen , tell hei I won’t tiouble her any 
nioie,” repeating the woids “any more” two or thiee 
times over, just at his going away 

I reflected a little on it at first as unkind to him 
basing had so many considciable presents from him, 
but, as I have said, I was suk of him, and that on 
some accounts which, if 1 could sufFei myself to pub- 
lish them, would fully justify mv conduct But that 
pait of the stoiv will not bear telling, so I must 
leave it, and proceed 

I had begun a little, as I bave -aid above, to reflect 
upon my inannei of living, and to think of putting 
a new face upon it, and nothing moved me to it nioie 
than the consldeiation of my having three childien, 
who were now grown up , and yet that while I was in 
that station of life I could not converse with them 
or make myself known to them , and this gave me a 
great deal of uneasiness At last I enteied into talk 
on this pait of it with my woman Amy 
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We lived at Kensington, as I have said, and though 

I had done with my old wicked 1 , as above, yet 

I was frequently visited, as I said, by some others , 
so that, in a woid, I began to be known in the town, 
not by name only, but by my cliaiacter too, which 
was worse 

It was one tiioiiiing when Amv was in bed with me, 
and I had some of my dullest thoughts about me, that 
Amy, healing me sigh p.etty often, asked me if I was 
not well “\es, Amy, I am well enough,” says I, 
“but my mind is ojipiessed with heavv tlioughts, and 
has been so a good while and then I told hei how 
itgneved me that I could not make myself known to 
my own children, oi foim anv acquaintances in the 
woild “Why SO''” says Amy “Why, prithee. 
Amy,” says I, “what will mv ihildien say to them- 
selves, and to one anothci, when they find then 
mother, howevei iich she mav be, is at best but a 
whore, a common whoie ■' ^\nd as foi acquaintance, 
]iiithee, Amv, what sobei lady or what family of 
any diaractei will visit oi be acquainted with a 
whole?” 

“ Whv, all that’s tine, m.idani,” says Amy , “ but 
how can it be leiiiedied now-' “ ”1' is true, Amy,” 
said I, “ the thing cannot be lemedied now, but the 
scandal of it, I fancy, may Ije tlnown off” 

“Tiuly,” says Amy, “I do not see how, unless 
you will go abioad again, and live in some othei 
nation where nobody has known us-oi seen us, so that 
they cannot say they ever saw us bc-fore ” 
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That very thought of Amy put what follows into 
my head, and I returned, “ Why, Amy,” says I, “ is 
it not possible foi me to shift my being from this 
part of the toisn and go and live in another part of 
tlie city, or another part of the country, and be as 
entirely concealed as if I had never been known ? ” 

“ Yes,” says Amy, “ I believe it might , but then 
you must put off all your equipages and seivants, 
coaches and hoises, change your liveries — nay, youi 
own clothes, and, if it was possible, vour veiy face ” 
“ Well,” says I, “and that's the way, Amy, and 
that I '11 do, and that forthwith , foi I am not able 
to live in this niannei any longei ” Amy came into 
this with a kind of pleasuie partitulai to herself — 
that IS to say, with an eagerness not to be resisted . 
foi Amy was apt to be piecipitant in her motions, 
and was for doing it immediately “Well,” sa\s I, 
“Amy, as soon as you will, but what course must 
we take to do it '' We cannot put off sen ants, and 
coach and horses, and eveiy thing, leave off house- 
keeping, and transform ourselves into a new shape 
all III a moment, seivants must have warning, and 
the goods must be sold off, and a thousand things 
and this began to peiplex us. and in paiticnlai took 
Us up two or thiec days’ consideiati on 

At last Amy, who was a clevei managei in suili 
cases, came to me witli a scheme, as she called it 
“I haye found it out, inadain,” says she, “I have 
found a scheme how you shall, if you have a mind to 
it, begin and finish a perfect entiie change of youi 
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figure and circumstances in one day, and shall be as 
much unlvnown, madam, in twenty-four hours, as you 
would be in so many years ” 

“ Come, Amy,” says I, “ let us heai of it, for you 
please me mightily with the thoughts of it ” “ Why, 

then,” sass Amy, “let me go into the city this after- 
noon, and I’ll inquire out some honest, plain sober 
family, where I will take lodgings for you, as for a 
ronntiy gentlewoman that desires to be in London 
foi about lialf a yeai, and to boaid yourself and a 
kinswoman — that is, half a servant, half a compan- 
ion, meaning myself, and so agiee with them by the 
month To this lodging (if I hit upon one to your 
mind) you may go to-moiiow morning in a hackney- 
coach, with nobody but me, and leave such clothes 
and linen as you think fit, but, to besuie, the plainest 
you have, and then vou aie lemoved at once, you 
never need set youi foot in this house again” (mean- 
ing where we then were), “ oi see anybody belonging 
to it In the meantime I’ll let the servants know 
that you are going over to Holland upon extiaoiali- 
nary business, and will leave off \our equipages, and 
so I’ll give them waining, oi, if they will accept of 
it, give them a month’s wages Then I’ll sell off 
your fniniture as well as I can As to your coach, 
it IS but having it new painted and the lining 
changed, and getting new harness and hammei cloths, 
and you may keep it still or dispose of it as you 
think fit And only take care to let this lodging be 
in some remote part of the town, and you may be as 
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perfectly unknown as if you had nevei been in Eng- 
land in your life ” 

This was Amv’s scheme, and it pleased me so well 
that I resolved not only to let her go, but was le- 
solved to go with hei myself, but Amy put me off 
of that, because, she said, she should have occasion 
to hurry up and down so long that if I was with 
her it would rather hinder than further hei , so I 
waived it 

In a word, Amy went, and was gone five long 
hours, but when she came Iiatk I could see bv her 
countenance that hei success had been suitable to her 
pains, toi she came laughing and gaping “O 
madam'” says she, “I have pleased vou to the 
life ,” and with that she tells mt how she had fixed 
upon a house in a couit iii the Minoiies , that she 
was directed to it ineiely by accident , thrit it was a 
female familc, the mastei of the house being gone to 
New England, and that the worn. in had foui chil- 
cheii, kept two maids, and lived veiv handsomelv, but 
wanted c-oinjiaiiy to divert hei , and that on that 
very account she had agreed to take bcmrdeis 

,ikiiiy agieed for a good, handsome price, because 
she was lesolved I sliould be used well , so she bar- 
gaincal to give hei L’35 for the lialf-yeai, and L’SO if 
we took a maid, leaving that to my choice , and that 
we might be satisfied we should meet with nothing 
veiy gay, the people weie Quakers, and I liked them 
the better 

I was so pleased that I resolved to go with Amy 
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the next day to see the lodgings, and to see the 
woman of the house, and see how I liked them but 
if I was pleased with the general, I was much inoie 
pleased with the particulais, foi the gentlewoman — 
I must call her so, though she was a Quakei — was 
a most couiteous, obliging, mannerly peison, pei- 
fectly w'cll-bred and perfectly well-humoured, and, 
in shoit, the most agieeable conversation that ever 
I met with, and, which was worth all, so grave, 
and yet so pleasant and so merry, that ’t is scarcely 
possible for mo to expiess how I was pleased and 
delighted with lier company, and particularly, I was 
so pleased that I would go away no more , so I e’en 
took up my lodging theie the veiy fust night 

In tlie meantime, though it took up Amy almost 
a month so eiitiiely to put off all the appearances of 
housekeeping, as above, it need take me up no time 
to lelate it . ’t is enough to s.vy that Amy quitted all 
that part of tlie woild and came pack and package 
to me, and heie we took up our abode 

I was now in a perfect retreat indeed, remote fiom 
the eyes of all that ever had seen me, and as much 
out of the way of heing evei seen or heaid of by any 
of the gang that used to follow me as if I had been 
among the mountains in Ijincashire , for when did 
a blue gaitei or a coach-aiid-six come into a little 
narrow passage in the Minoiies oi Goodman’s Fields ? 
And as theie was no fear of them, so leally I had no 
desire to see them, or so much as to hear from them 
any moie as long as I lived 
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I seemed in a little hurry while Amy came and 
went so every day at first, but when that was over 
I lived here perfectly retired, and with a most pleas- 
ant and agieeable lady , I must call her so, for, 
though a Quaker, she had a full share of good breed- 
ing, sufficient to her if she had heen a duchess , in 
a woid, she was the most agreeable creatuie in hei 
conversation, as I said before, that ever I met with 

I pietended, after I hail been there some time, to 
be extremely in love with the dress of the Quakers, 
and this pleased her so much that she would needs 
dress me up one day in a suit of her own clothes , 
hut my real design was to see whether it would pkss 
upon me for a disguise 

Amy was struck with the novelty, though I had 
not mentioned my design to her, and when the 
Quaker was gone out of the room says Amy, “I 
guess your meaning , it is a perfect disguise to you 
Why, you look quite another body , I should not 
have known you myself Nay,” says Amy, “ more 
than that, it makes jou look ten yeai-s younger than 
you did ” 

Nothing could please me better than that, and 
when Amy repeated it, I was so fond of it that I 
asked my Quaker (I won't call hei landlady , ’t is 
indeed too coarse a word for her, and she deserved 
a much better) — I say, I asked her if she would sell 
it I told her I was so fond of it that I would give 
her enough to buj her a better suit She declined 
it at first, but I soon perceived that it was chiefly 
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in good manners, because I should not disbonoui 
myself, as she called it, to put on her old clothes , 
but if I pleased to accept of them, she would give 
me them for my dressing-clothes, and go with me, 
and buy a suit for me that might be better worth 
mv wearing 

But as I conversed in a very fiank, open mannei 
with hei,. I bid hei do the like with me , that I 
made no sciuples of auch things, but that if she 
would let me have them I would satisfy her So 
she let me know what they cost, and to make her 
amends I gave her three guineas more than they cost 
her 

This good (though unhappy) Quaker had tlie mis- 
fortune to have had a had husband, and he was gone 
beyond sea She had a good house, and well fui- 
iiished, and had some jointuie of hei own estate 
whicli supported liei and her children, so that she 
did not want, but she was not at all above such a 
help as my being there was to hei , so she was as 
glad of me as I was of her 

However, as I knew there was no way to fix this 
new acquaintance like making myself a friend to hei, 
I began with making her some handsome presents 
and the like to hei childieii And hrst, opening my 
bundles one day in my chamber, I heard her in an- 
other room, and called her in with a kind of familiar 
way Theie I showed hei some of my fine clothes, 
and having among the rest of my things a piece of 
very fine new holland, which I had bought a little 
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before, worth about S'* an el], I pulled it out 
“Here, my fnend,” say*. I, “I will make you a pres- 
ent, if you will accept of it," and with that I laid 
the piece of holland in hei lap 

I could see she was surprised, and that she could 
haidly speak “ What dost thou mean says she 
“ Indeed I cannot have the fate to accept so fine a 
present os this adding, “ "I' is fit for thv own use, 
but ’tis above my weai, indeed ’’ I thought she had 
meant she must not wear it so hue because she was a 
Quaker So I returned, “Why, do not you Quakeis 
wear fine linen neither?” “\es,’ says she, ‘ we 
wear fine linen when we tan afford it, but this is too 
good for me” Howevei, I made liei take it, and she 
was leiy thankful too But my end was answered 
another way, for by this I engaged hoi so, that .is I 
found hei a woman of understanding, and of honesty 
too, I might, upon any otcasion, base a (outidence 
111 her, whith was, indeed, what I ver\ nuich wanted 
By accustoming myself to tonveise with hei, I had 
not oiil-v learned to dress like a Quaker, but so used 
myself to “ thee ’’and “thou” that I talked like a 
Quaker too, as leadiK and natuiallv as if I had been 
boin among them , and, in a woid, I passed fm a 
Quaker among all jx'ople that did not know me I 
went but little abioad, but I had been so used to a 
conch that I knew not how well to go without one , 
besides, I thought it would be a faithei disguise to me, 
so I told my Quaker friend one day that I thought I 
bred too (lose, that I wanted air She pioposed 
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taking a hackney-coach sometimes, or a boat , but I 
told hei I had always had a coach of ray own till 
now, and I could find in my heart to have one again 
She seemed to think it strange at first, considering 
hoiv close I lived, but had nothing to say when she 
found I did not \alne the expense, so, in shoit, I 
resolved I would liave a coach When we came to 
talk of equipages, she extolled the having all things 
plain I said so too, so I left it to her direction, 
ftml n toaclnnaker was sent for, and he provided me a 
plain coach, no gilding or painting, lined with n light 
grey cloth, and inv coachman had a coat of the same, 
and no lace on his hat 

When all was leady I dressed myself in the dress I 
bought of hei, and said, “Lome, I’ll be a Quaker 
to-da\, and you and I’ll go abro.id , ” which wo did, 
and there was not a Quakei in the town looked less 
like a cciuntcifeit th.iii I did Hut all this was my 
paiticnlai plot, to Iw the nioie completely concealed, 
and that I might depend upon being not known), and 
yet need not be confined like a prisoner and be 
always in fear , so that all the lest was grimace 
We lived hcie very e,isv .iiirl quiet, and yet I can- 
not say I was so iii ni\ mind , I was like a fish out of 
water I was as gay and as young in my disposition 
as I was at five-and-twenty , and as I had always been 
couited, flattered, and used to love it, so I nnssed it 
in my conveis.itioii , and this put me many times 
upon looking bac k upon things past 

I had very few moments in my life which, in their 
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reflection, afforded me anything but regret but of 
all the foolish actions I had to look back upon in my 
life, none looked so preposterous and so like distrac- 
tion, nor left so much melancholy on my mind, as 
iny parting with my friend, the merchant of Pans, 
and the refusing him upon such honourable and just 
conditions as he had offered , and though on his just 
(which I called unkind) rejecting my invitation to 
come to him again, 1 had looked on him with some 
disgust, yet now my mind run upon him continually, 
and the ridiculous conduct of my refusing him, and 
I could never be satisfied about him I flattered my- 
self that if I could but see him I could yet master 
him, and that he would presently foiget all that 
liad passed that might be thought unkind , but as 
there was no room to imagine anything like that to 
lie possible, I threw those thoughts off again as much 
as I could 

Howevei, they continually returned, and I had no 
rest night or day for thinking of him, who I had foi- 
got above eleven yeare I told Amy of it, and we 
talked it ovei sometimes in bed, almost whole nights 
together At last Amy started a thing of her own 
head, which put it in a way of management, though 
a wild one too “You are so uneasy, madam,” says 

she, “about this Mr , the mei chant at Pans, 

come,” says she, “if you’ll give me leave. I’ll go 
oyer and see what’s ^come of him” 

“ Not for ten thousand pounds,” said I , “ no, nor 
if you met him in the street, not to offer to speak to 
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him on my account ” “ No,” says Amy, “ I would 

not speak to him at all , or if I did, I warrant you it 
shall not look to be upon your account I’ll only 
inquiie after him, and if he is in being, you shall 
hear of him , if not, you shall hear of him still, and 
that may be enough ” 

“ Why,” says I, “ if you will promise me not to 
enter into anything lelating to me with him, nor to be- 
gin any discourse at all unless he begins it with you, 
1 could almost be persuaded to let you go and try ” 

Amy promised me all lhat I desired, and, in a 
word, to cut tbe story short, I let her go, but tied 
bei up to so many partitulai's that it was almost im- 
fKissible her ^ing could signify anything , and had 
she intended to observe them, she might as well have 
stayed at home as base gone, for I charged her, if 
she came to see him, she should not so much as take 
notice that she knew him again , and il he spoke to 
her, she should tell him she was tome away fiom me 
a gieat many yeais ago, and knew nothing vhat was 
become of me , that she had been come over to France 
SIX years ago, and was mained there, and lived at 
(’alais , or to that purpose 

Amy promised me nothing, indeed , for, as she 
said, it was impossible for her to lesolve what would 
be fit to do, or not to do, till she was there upon the 
spot, and had found out the gentleman, or heard of 
him , but that then, if I would tiust her, as I had 
always done, she would answer for it that she would 
do nothing but what should be foi my interest, and 
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what she would hope I should be very well pleased 
with 

With this genetal Lommiasion, Amv, notwithstand- 
ing she had been so frighted at the sea, ventured her 
tartass oiue more by watei, and away she goes to 
Fiance She had four artitlesof tonfidence in charge 
to incjuiie after for me, and, as I found by her, she 
had one foi herself — 1 say, foui for me, because, 
though her hisit and piincipal errand was to infoim 
mvself of my Dutch nieichant, vet I gave hei in 
charge to inquire, second, aftei my husband, who I 
left a trooper in the gi'u,i d'aimes, thud, aftei that 
logue of a Jew, whose veiy name I hated, and of 
whose face I had such a fiightfnl icltia that Satan 
himself could not counteifeit a worse , and, lastly, 
after my foreign prince And she dischaiged heiself 
vei V well of them all, though not so successful as I 
w ished 

Amy had a very good passage over the sea, and I 
had a letter fioin her, from Calais, in three days after 
she w^nt from Lonclon When she came to Pans 
she wrote me an account, that as to her first and 
most irapoitant inquiry, which was aftei the Dutch 
merchant, hei account was, that he had returned 
to Pans, lived thiee years there, and quitting that 
city, went to live at Rouen , so away goes Amy foi 
Rouen 

But as she was going to bespeak a place in the 
coach to Rouen, she meets very accidentallv in the 
stieet with her gentleman, as I called him — that is 
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to say, the Prime dc \ gentleman^ who had been 

her favounte, as above 

You may be sure there were several othei kind 
things happened between Amy and him, as you shall 
hear afterwaids, but the two main things weie, first, 
that Amy inquired about his lord, and had a full 
account of him, of which presently , and, in the next 
place, telling him whither she was going and for what, 
he bade hei not go yet, foi that he would have a pai- 
ticular account of it the next day from a merchant that 
knew him, and, accordingl\, he bi ought her word the 
next day that he had been foi six years before that 
gone foi Holland, and that he lived there still 

This, I say, was the hist news fioin Amy foi some 
time — I iiiraii about iiiy inei chant In the meantime 
Ann, as I have vaid, iiir|uiied about the othei persons 
she had in her iristriutioiis As for the priiite, the 
gentleman told her he was gone into Germany, wheie 
his estate lay, and that he lived there , that he had 
made great inquiry after me, that he (his geiitleinan) 
had made all the seanh he liad Ix'eii able foi me, hut 
that he could not hcai of me, that he hclieved, if Ins 
lord had known I had been in England, he would 
have gone over to me , but that, aftei long inquiiv, 
he was obliged to gne it ovei , but that lie veiily 
behoved, it he could have found me, he would have 
man led me , and that he w.as extremely concerned 
that he could licai nothing of me 

I was not at all satisfied with Amy’s at count, but 
ordeied her to go to Rouen heiself, which she did, 
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and there with much difficulty (the person she was 
directed to being dead) — I say, with much difficulty 
she came to be informed that my meithant had lived 
there two years, oi something more, but that, having 
met with a verj great misfortune, he had gone back 
to Holland, as the French nierchaiit said, where he 
'had stayed two years, but with this addition, viz, 
that he came back again to Rouen, and lived in good 
leputatioii there another jear, and aftei wards he was 
gone to England, and that he lived in London But 
Amy could b^ no means learn how to write to bun 
there, till, by great accident, an old Dutch skipper, 
who had foimerly seived him, coming to Rouen, Amy 
was told of it , and he told her that he lodged in St 
Laiiience Fountney’s Lane, in London, but was to be 
seen everyday upon the Exchange, in the French walk 
This, Amy thought, it was time enough to tell me 
of when she came ovei , and, liesides, she did not 
find this Dutch skippei till she had spent foui or five 
months and been again in Pans, and then come back 
to Rouen for faither infoimation But in the mean- 
time she wrote to me from Pans that he was not to 
tie found by any means, that he had been gone flora 
Pans seven or eight yc»i-s , that she was told he had 
lived at Rouen, and she was agoing thither to inquire, 
but that she had heaid afteiwards that he was gone 
also from thence to Holland, so she did not go 
This, I say, was Amy’s first account, and I, not 
satisfied with it, had sent her an order to go to 
Rouen to in(|uire there also, as above 
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While this was negotiating, and I leceived these 
accounts from Amy at several times, a strange ad 
venture happened to me vvhich I must mention |ust 
heie I had been abioad to take the an as usual 
with my Quaker, as far as Epping Forest, and we 
were driving back towards London, when, on the 
road between Bow and Mile End, two gentlemen on 
horseback tame iiding by, having overtaken the 
coach and passed it, and went forwaids towaids 
London 

They did not ride apace though they passed the 
coach, foi we went very softly , noi did they look 
into the coach at all, but lode side by side, einiesth 
talking to one anothei and inclining their faces side- 
ways a little towaids one anothei, he that went 
nearest the coach with his face fiom it, and he that 
was faithest fiom the conch with his face towards it, 
and passing in the very next tiact to the coach, I 
could hear them talk Dutch very distinctly But it 
IS impossible to desciibe the confusion I was m when 
I plainly saw^ that the farthest of the two, him whose 
face looked towards the coach, was my fiiend the 
Dutch nieichant of Pans 

If it had lieen possible to conceal niv disorclei 
fioin my fiiend the Quaker I would haye done it, 
but I found she yvas too well accpiainted with such 
things not to take the hint “ Dost thou under- 
stand Dutch said she “AVhy said I “Why,” 
says she, “ it is easy to suppose that thou art a 
little concerned at somewhat those men sav , I 
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suppose they aie talking of thee” “Indeed, my 
good fnend,” said I, “ thou art mistaken this time, 
for I know veiv well what they aie talking of, but 
’t IS all about ships and trading affairs” “Well,” 
sa^s she, “ then one of them is a man fnend of thine, 
or somewhat is the case , for though thy tongue will 
not confess it, thy fate does ” 

I was going to have told a bold he, and said I 
knew nothing of them, but I found it was im- 
possible to tonceal it, so I said, “ Indeed, I think I 
know the farthest of them , but I have neither 
spoken to him oi so much us seen liini fol about 
eleven years” “Well, then,’ sn>s she, “thou hast 
seen hiin with inoie than tomnion eyes when thou 
didst see him, oi else seeing him now would not be 
such a surprise to thee ” “ Indeed,” said I, “ it is 

tine I am a little surprised at seeing him gist now, 
foi I thought he had been in (|uite nnothei part of 
the woild , and I tan assuie vou I iwvci saw him in 
England in inv life” “Well, then, it is the more 
likely he is conic over now on pin pose to seek thee” 
“No, no,” said I, “ kiiight-eriantiv is over, women 
are not '■o haul to lome at that men should not be 
able to [ilease themselves without luiiiiing from one 
kingdom to anothci ” “Well, well.” says she, “I 
would have him see thee foi all that, as plainly as 
thou hast seen him” “No, but he shan’t,” says I, 
“ foi I am sure he don’t know me m this diess, 
and I ’ll take care he shan’t see iny face, if I can 
help it so I held up my fan before my face, and 
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she saw me resolute in that, so she pressed me no 
fai ther 

We had seveial discourses upon the subject, but 
still I let her know I was resolved he should not 
know’ me , but at last I confessed so much, that 
though I would not let him know who I was or 
wheie I lived, I did not tare if I knew where he 
lived and bow 1 might inquire about him She 
took the hint iinniediateli, and bei servant being 
behind the toadi, slit called him to the coach-side 
and bade him keep his ije upon that gentlonian, 
and as soon as the coach came to the end of Wliite- 
thapel he should get down ancl follow him closely, 
sc as to see wheie he put up bis hoi sc, and then to 
go into the inii and inquire, if he could, who he was 
and where he lived 

The fellow followed diligently to the gate of an 
inn in Bishopsgatc Street, and seeing him go in, 
made no doubt but he had him fast, bul was ton- 
founded when, upon in(|Uiiv, he found the inn was 
a thoroughfare into .mother stieet. and that the two 
gentlemen had onlv lode tliiough the mn, as the 
way to the stieet where tliey were going , and so, 
in short, came back no wiser than he went 

Mj kind yiiakei vv.is iiioic vexed at the dis- 
appointment, at least apparently so than I was, 
and asking the fellow if he was sure he know the 
gentleniaii again if he saw him, the fellow said he 
had followed him so close and took so much notice 
of him, in order to do his eirand as it ought to be 
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done, that he was very sure he should know him^ 
again , and that, besides, he was sme he should 
know his horse 

I'his jiart was, indeed, likely enough , and the 
kind Qiiakei, without telling me anything of the 
matter, caused her man to place liimsell just at 
the comer of Whitechapel Church wall every Satui- 
dav in the afteniooii, that being the day when the 
citi/ens chiefls iide abtoad to take the air, and there 
to watch all the afternoon and look for him 

It was not till the fifth Saturday that her man 
came, with a gieat deal of joy, and gave her an 
account that he had found out the gHitleman , that 
he was a Dutchman, but a Frepch mereiiMit; that 
he came fiom Itouen, ami hu name waa ■ ■ and 
that he lodged at Mr am Laurence Ponntni^’a 

Hill I was surpnaed, you may be wire, when she 
came and told me one evening all the particulars, 
except that of having set her man to watch “I 
have found (Hit thy Dutch friend,” says she, “and 
can tell thee how to find him too ” I coloured again 
as led as fire “Tlieii thou hast dealt with the evil 
one, friend,” said I veiv giavely “No, no,” says 
she, “ I have no fannliar. but I tell thee I have 
found him lor thee, and his name is So-and-so, and 
he lives as aliove lecited ” 

I was suipiised again at this, not being able to 
imagine how -he should come to know all this 
However, to put me out of pain, she told me what 
she had done “ Well,” said I, “thou art very kind, 
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but this IS not woith thy pains , for now I know it, 
’tis only to satisfy my cunosity , for I shall not send 
to him upon any account” “Be that .is thou wilt,” 
says she “ Besides,” added she, “ thou art in the 
nght to say so to me, for why should I be ti usted 
with it ^ Though, if I weie, I assure thee I should 
not betray thee” “That’s veiy kind,” said I, “and 
I believe thee , and assuie thyself, if I do send to 
him, thou shalt know it, and be trusted with it 
too ” 

Durmg this mteival of five weeks I suffered a 
hundred thousand perplexities of mind I was thor- 
oughly convinced I was right as to the peisoii, that 
it was the man I knew him so well, and saw him 
so plain, I could not be deceived I drove out again 
III the coach (on pretence of an) almost eveiy day 
in hopes of seeing him again, but was nevei so lucky 
ns to see him , and now I hod made the discovery I 
was as fai to seek what nieasiiies to take as I was 
before 

To send to him, or speak to him first if I should 
see him, so as to be known to him, that I resolved 
not to do, if I died for it To watch him about his 
lodging, that was as much below mj spirit as the 
other So that, in a word, I was at a perfect loss 
how to act or what to do 

At length came Amy’s letter, with the last account 
which she had at Rouen from the Dutch skipper, 
which, confiiming the other, left me out of doubt 
that this was my man, but still no human invention 
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could bring me to the speech of him in such a manner 
as would suit with niy resolutions FOr, after all, 
how did I know whnt his circumstances were^ 
whethei married oi single ? And if he had a wife, 
I knew he was so lionest a man he would not so 
iiuicli as converse with me, or so much as know me 
if he met me in the street - 

III the next place, as he entiielj neglected me, 
which, in short, is the woist way of slighting a 
woman, and had given no iiiiswei to niv letters, I did 
not know hut hc' might be the same man still , so 
I resolved that I could do nothing in it unless some 
faiiei o[)portunitv presented, which iiiight make my 
wav dealer to me, foi I w,is deteiniiiied he should 
have no room to put any more slights upon me 
In these thoughts I passed away near three 
months till at last, lieing impatient, I lesolved to 
send toi Amv to come ovei, and tell her how things 
stood, and tliat I would do nothing till she came 
Ainv, in answei, sent me woid she would come away 
with all speed, hut begged of me that 1 would entci 
into no engagement with him, oi am body, till she 
III rived, but still keejiiiig nit in the daikasto the 
thing itscll which she had to say , at which I was 
hcaitily vexed, foi inanv i caserns 

But while all these things wcie tiaiisacting, and 
letters and ansvveis passed between Amy and I a little 
slower than usual, at which I was not so well pleased 
as I used to be with Amy’s despatch — I say, in this 
time the following scene opened 
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It »a» one afternoon, about foui o’tlotk, inv 
friendly Quaker and I sittii/g in hei chamber up- 
stairs, and vei\ cheerful, chatting together (for she 
was the best company in the world), when somebody 
ringing hastily at the door, and no sen ant just then 
in the way, she ran down herself to the door, when 
a gentleman appeai-s, with a footman attending, and 
making some apologies, which she did not thoi-oughly 
understand, he speaking but broken English, he 
asked to speak with me, by the very same name that 
I went by in her house, which, by the way, was not 
the name that he had known me by 

She, with veiy civil language, in her way, bi ought 
him into a very handsome parlour below stalls, and 
said she would go and see whether the peison who 
lodged in her house owned that name, and he should 
hear farther 

I was a little surjinsed, even before I knew any- 
thing of who it was, my mind foreboding the thing 
as it happened (whence that aiises let the natuiahsts 
explain to us) , hut I was flighted and ready to 
die when my Quaker came up all gay and ciowitig 
“There,” says she, “is the Dutch Flench merchant 
tome to see thee” I could not speak one woid to 
hei noi stii oft of my chair, but sat as motionless as 
a statue She talked a thousand pleasant things to 
me, but they made no impiessioii on me At last 
she pulled me and teased me “ Come, come,” sa\ s 
she, “be thyself, and rouse up I must go down 
again to him , what shall I say to him ^ ” “Say,” 
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said I, “that jou have no such body in the house ” 
“That I cannot do,” says she, “because it is not 
the truth Besides, I have owned thou ait above 
Come, come, go down with me ” “ Not foi a thou- 

sand guineas,” said I “ Well,” says she, “ I ’ll go 
and tell him thou w'llt come quickly ” So, without 
giving me time to answei her, away she goes 

A million of thoughts ciiculated in my head while 
she was gone, and what to do I could not tell, I 
saw no remedy but I must speak with him, but 
would have given T500 to have shunned it , yet had 
I shunned it, pcihaps then I would have given £500 
again that I had seen him Thus fluctuating and 
unconcluding were my thoughts, what I so earnestly 
desired I declined when it offered itself, and what 
now I pretended to decline was nothing but what I 
had been nt the expense of T40 oi £50 to send c^iiiy 
to France foi, and even without anv view, or, indeed, 
nn> rational expectation of bunging it to pass , and 
what for half a vear before I was so uneasy about 
that I could not be quiet night or day till Amy pro- 
poscvl to go over to inquiie after him In short, my 
thoughts were all confused and in the utmost dis- 
order I had once lefiised and rejected him, and I 
repented it heartily , then I had taken ill his silence, 
and in my mind rejected him again, but had repen- 
ted that too Now I had stooped so low as to send 
aftci him into France, which if he had known, pei- 
haps, he had never come after me , and should I re- 
ject him a third time ' On the other hand, he had 
[50] 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 


repented too, in liis turn, perhaps, and not knowing 
how I had acted, either in stooping to send in search 
aftei him or in the witkedei pait of my life, was 
come over hither to seek me again , and I might 
take him, perhaps, with the same advantages as I 
might hase done before, and would I now be back- 
ward to see him ' Well, while I was in this hurry 
my friend the Quaker comes up again, and perceiv- 
ing the confusion I was in, she runs to hei closet and 
fetched me a little pleasant cordial, but 1 would not 
taste it “ Oh,” says she, “ I understand thee Be 
not uneasy , 1 ’ll give thee something shall take oft' 
all the smell of it, if he kisses thee a thousand times 
he shall be no wiser ” I thought to myself, “ Thou 
art perfectly acquainted with affaiis of this nature , 
I think you must govern me now ,” so I began to 
incline to go down with her Upon that I took the 
coidial, and she gave me a kind of spicy preseive 
after it, whose flavour was so strong, and jet so de- 
liciously pleasant, that it would cheat the nicest smell- 
ing, and it left not the least taint of thecoidial on 
the breath 

Well, after this, though with some hesitation still, 
I went down a pair of back-staiis with her, and into 
a dimng-ioom, next to the pailour in which he was , 
but there I halted, and desired she would let me con- 
sider of it a little “Well, do so,” says she, and left 
me with more readiness than she did befoie “ Do 
consider, and I ’ll tome to thee again ” 

Though I hung back with an awkwaidness that 
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wa« really unfeijrned, ^et when she so readily left me 
1 thought it was not so kind, and I began to think 
she should have pressed me still on to it , so foolishly 
backward are we to the thing which, of all the world, 
we most desire , mocking ourselves with a feigned 
reluctance, when the negative would be death to us 
But she was too dinning foi me . foi while I, as it 
were, blamed hei in my mind for not carrying me to 
him, though, at the same time, I appeared backward 
to see him, on a sudden she unlocks the folding-doors, 
which looked into the next parloui, and throwing 
them open “There,” says she (ushering him in), 
“is the person who, I suppose, thou inquiiest for,” 
and the same inoiuent, with a kind decency, she re- 
tiied, and that so swift that she would not give us 
leave hardly to know which way she went 

I stood up,butwasconfoundedwith a sudden inquiry 
in mv thoughts how I should receive him, and with a 
lesolution as swift as lightning, in answer to it, said 
to m\self, “ It shall lie coldiv ” So on a sudden 1 put 
on an uir of stiffness and teicmoni, and held it foi 
about two minutes , but if was with great diflicultv 
lie lestiauied himself too, on the othei hand, came 
tow aids me gravely, and saluted me m form , but it 
WHS, it seems, upon his supposing the Quaker was 
behind him, whcieas she, as I said, undei’stocxl things 
too well, and liiid retired as if she liad vanished, that 
we might have full fivedom , foi, as she said after- 
waids, she siqiposed we had seen one another before, 
though it might hnie faieii a great while ago 
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Whatevei stiffness I had put on behaviour to 
him, I was surprised in m\ mind, and angry at his, 
and began to wondei what kind of a ceiemonious 
meeting it was to be However, aftei he perceived 
the woman was gone he made a kind of a hesitation, 
looking a little lound him “Indeed.” said he, “I 
thought the gentlewoman was not withdrawn and 
with that he took me in his aims and kissed me three 
or four times , but I, that was prejudiced to the last 
degree with the coldness of his first salutes, when I 
did not know the cause of it, could not be thoioughly 
cleared of the piejudue though I did know the cause, 
and thought that even his retuin, and taking me in 
his aims, did not seem to have the same aidour with 
which he used to receive me, and this made me behave 
to him awkwardly, and I know not how for a good 
while, but this by the wav 

He began with a kind of an ecstasy upon the sub- 
ject of his finding me out, how it was possible that 
he should have been four years in England, and had 
used all the ways imaginable, and could nevei so 
much as have the least intimation of me, or of any 
one like me , and that it was now' above two years 
that he had despaiied of it, and hud given over all 
imjuiry , and that now he should chop upon me, as 
it were, unlooked and unsought foi 

1 could easily have accounted for his not finding 
me if I had but set down the detail of my leal retnc- 
ment , but I gave it a new, and indeed a truly 
hypocritical turn I told him that any one that 
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knew the manner of life I led might account for his 
not finding me , that the retreat I had taken up 
would have rendeied it a bundled thousand to one 
odds that he evei found me at all , that, as I had 
abandoned all conversation, taken up another name, 
lived remote fioiii London, and had not pieseived 
one aecjuaintance in it, it was no wondei he had not 
met with me, that even iiiy dress would let him see 
that I did not desire to be known by anybody 

Then he asked if I bod not received some letters 
fiom him I told him no, he had not thought fit to 
give me the civility of an answer to the last I wrote 
to him, and he could not suppose I should expect a 
return aftci a silence in a case where I hud laid m\- 
self so low and exposed myself in a manner I had 
never bcnin used to , that indeed I had nevpr sent for 
any letteis aftci that to the plate where I had ordered 
Ills to be directed, and that, lieing so justly, as I 
thought, punished for my weakness, I had nothing 
to do but to lepent of being a fool, after I bad 
strutly adheied to a just piinciple before , that, 
liowevci, as what I did was rather from motions of 
gratitude than fiom real weakness, liowevei it might 
be coiistiued by bun, I bnvl the satisfaction in myself 
of having fully disthaiged the vlebt I added, that 
I had not wanted occasions of all the seeming ad- 
vaiicenients which the prctendcKl felicity of a marriage 
life was usually set off with, and might have been 
wlvat I desired not to mine, but that, howev'er low 
I had stooped to him, I had maintained the dignity 
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of female liberty against all the attacks either of 
pride or avarice, and that I had been infinitely 
obliged to him for giving me an opportunity to 
discharge the only obligation that endangered me, 
without subjecting me to the consequence , and that 
I hoped he was satisfied I had paid the debt by 
offering myself to be chained, but was infinitely 
debtoi to him another way for letting me lemain 
free 

He Has so confounded at this discourse that he 
knew not what to say, and for a good while he stood 
mute indeed , but lecosering himself a little, he said 
Iiun out into a discouise he hoped was over and 
forgotten, and he did not intend to i-e\ive it. that 
he knew I had not had his lettera, for that, when he 
fust came to England, he had been at the place to 
which theyHeie directed, and found them all lying 
there but one, and that the people had not known 
how to delivei them , that he thought to have had a 
direction there how to find me, but had the morti- 
fication to be told that they did not so much as 
know who I was , that he was under a great dis- 
appointment , and that I ought to know, in answer 
to all my resentments, that he had done a long and, 
he hoped, a sufficient penance for the slight that I 
had supposed he had put upon me , that it was true 
(and I could not suppose any other) that upon the 
lepulse I had given them in a case so circumstanced 
as his was, and after such earnest entreaties and 
such offers as he had mode me, he went away with a 
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mind heartily grieved and full of resentment , that 
he had looked baek on the crime he had committed 
with some regret, but on the ciuelty of ray tieatment 
of the pool infant I went with at that time with the 
utmost detestation, and that this made him unable 
to send an agieeable answer to me , for which reason 
he had sent none at all for some time , but that in 
about SIX or seven months, those lesentments wear- 
ing off by the letuni of his affection to me and his 

concern in the pool child There he stopped, 

and indeed tears stood in his eyes , while in a pai- 
enthcsis he only added, and to this minute he did 
not know whethei it was dead or alive He then 
went on Those lesentments wearing off, he sent me 
several lettcis — I think he said seven or eight — 
hut lecoived no answer, that then his business 
obliging bun to go to Holland, he came to England, 
as 111 Ins wav, hut found, as above, that bis letters had 
not Ik'oii called foi, but tliat he left them at the 
house aftei paving the postage of them , and going 
then back to Kiancc, he was vet uneasy, and could 
not refiaiii the knight-eirantry ot (oming to Eng- 
land again to seek me, though he knew neither wheie 
or of who to inquiie foi me, being disappointed in all 
his iiujuiries before , that he had yet taken up his 
I’esidonte heie, firmly believing that one time or 
other he should meet me, or hear of me, and that 
some kind chaiitc would at last throw him in my 
wav , that he had lived thus above foui years, and 
though his hopes were vanished, yet he had not any 
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thoUfrhts of removing any more in the aorld, unless 
it should be at last, as it is «ith other old men, he 
might have some inclination to go home to die m 
his own country, but that he had not thought of it 
vet , that if I would consider all these steps, I would 
find some reasons to forget Ins fiist lesentmeiits, and 
to think that jKMiance, as he called it, which he had 
uiideigone in search of me an nmemle hmwrablt:, 
in reparation of the affront given to the kindness of 
my letter of invitation , and that we might at last 
make oui selves some satisfaction on both sides foi 
the mortifications past 

I confess I could not hear all this without being 
moved veu much, and yet I continued a little stiff 
and formal too a good while I told him that 
before I could give him any leply to the lost of his 
discourse I ought to give him the satisfaction of 
telling him tliat his son was alive, and that indeed, 
since I saw him so concerned about it, and mention 
it with such affection, I was soiiy that I had not 
found 'out some way or other to let him know it 
soonci . but tliat 1 thought, aftei his slighting the 
mother, as above, he had snmnied up his aflection 
to the child in the lettei he had wiote to me about 
providing for it, and that he had, as othei fatheis 
often do, Icxiked upon it as a biith which, being out 
of the way, was to be forgotten, as its liegimimg 
was to be lepeiited of, that in piouding sufficiently 
foi it he had done more than all such fathers used to 
do, and might be well satisfied with it 
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He answered me that he should have been veiv 
glad if I had been so good but to have given him the 
satisfaction of knowing the poor unfortunate crea- 
ture w.i!> \et alive, and he would have taken some 
care of it upon himself, and particularly by owning 
it foi a legitimate child, which, where nobody had 
known to the contrai ,, would have taken off the in- 
famy which would otheiwise cleave to it, and so the 
child should not itself have known anything of its 
own disastei , but that he feared it was now too late 
He added that I might see by all his conduct since 
that what unhappy mistake diew him into the thing 
at hnt, and that he would have been very far from 
doing the injury to me, oi being instiumeiital to add 
line mwerable (that was his word) to the woild, if he 
had not been draw n into it by the hopes he had of 
making me his own , but that, if it was possible to 
1 esc Lie the child from the consequences of its unhappy 
birth, he hoped I would give him leave to do it, and 
lie would let me see that he had both means and 
affection still to do it, and that, notwithstanding all 
the misfortunes that had befallen him, nothing that 
lielonged to him, especially by a mother he had such 
a concern for as he had for me, should ever want 
what he was in a condition to do for it 

1 could not hear this without being sensibly 
touched with it I was ashamed that he should show 
that he had more real affection foi the child, though 
he had never seen it in his life, than I that boie it, 
for indeed I did not love the child, nor love to see it , 
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and though I had pio\ided for it, I did it by 
Amy’s hand, and had not seen it above twice m four 
years, being privately resolved that when it grew up 
it should not be able to call me mother 

However, I told him the child was taken care of, 
and that he need not be anvious about it, unless he 
suspected that I had less affection for it than he that 
had never seen it in his life , that he knew what I had 
promised him to do for it, namely, to give it the 
thousand pistoles which I liad offered him, and which 
he had declined , that I assured him I had made my 
will, and that I had left it -FSOOO, and the inteiest 
of it till he should come of age, if I died before that 
time , that I would still be as good os tliat to it , 
but if he had a mind to take it fiom me into his 
government, I would not he against it , and to sat- 
isfy him that I would peifoim what I said, I would 
cause the child to be delivered to him, and the L'5000 
also for its support, depending upon it that he would 
show himself a father to it by what I saw of liis 
affection to it now 

I had observed that he had hinted two or three 
tunes in liis discourse, his having had misfortunes in 
the woild, and I was a little surprised at the expres- 
sion, especially at the lepeating it so often , but I 
took no notice of that part yet 

He thanked me for my kindness to the child with 
.1 teiideiness which showed the sincerity of all he had 
s.iid before, and which increased the regret with which, 
as I said, I looked back on the little affection I had 
[59] 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 


bhowed to tlie pool child He told nie he did not 
desiie to take linn from me, but so as to introduce 
him into the woild as his own, which he could still do, 
having lived absent from his othei thildien (foi he 
had two sons and a daughter w hieh were brought up 
at Nimeguen, in Holland, with a sister of his) so 
long that he might veiv well send another son of ten 
yeais old to be bred up with them, and suppose his 
motliei to lie dead or alive, as lie toniid ixcasioii , 
and that, as I had icsolvcd to do so handsomely tor 
the child, he would add to it something considerable, 
though, having had some gieat disappointments (re- 
peating the words), he could not do for it as he 
would otlieiwise have done 

I then thought myself obliged to take notice ot 
his having so often mentioncxl his having met with 
disnjipointiiionts I told him I was very soriy to 
lieai he had met with anything affliiting to him in 
the woild, that I would not h.ivc anything belong- 
ing to me add to Ins loss, or weaken him in what he 
might do foi Ills other childien , and that I would 
not agree to his having the child awav, though the 
pioposal was mfimtely to the child’s advantage, 
unless he would [iioinise me that the whole expense 
should be imne, and that, if he did not think T’5000 
enough foi the child, I would give it more 

We had so much discouis,e upon this and the old 
affairs that it took up all oui time at his lust visit 
I was a little iinpoitunate with him to tell me how 
he came lo find me out, but he put it off for that 
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time, and only obtaining my !ea\e to \isit me again, 
he went away , and indeed my heait was so full with 
wliat he had said alieady that I was glad when he 
went away Sometimes I was full of tenderness and 
affertion foi him, and cs|)ecially when he expressed 
himself so earnestlv and passionateU alxiiit the child , 
othei times I was tiowded with doubts about his 
eii cumstances Sometimes I was tenihed with ap- 
prehensions lest, it I should tome into a close loi- 
respoiidente with him, he siioiild anv way tome to 
hear what kind of life I had led at Fall Mall and 
in other places, and it might make me miserable 
afteiwards, fioiii wlnth last thought I contluded 
that I had bettei lepulse him again than receive 
liim All these thoughts, and many iiioie, crowded 
in so fast, I say, upon me that I w.intcd to give vent 
to them and get rid of him, and was veiy glad when 
he was gone aw as 

We had several meetings after this, in which still 
we had so many preliminaiies to go through that 
we scarce evei boicleied upon the main subject 
Once, indeed, he said something of it, and I juit it 
off with a kind of a jc‘st “Alas'" says I, “those 
tli.ngs ale out of the c|uestion now, ’f is almost two 
,igcs since those things weic talked between us,” says 
I ‘ You see I am giowii an old uoni.in since that ” 
,Vnothei time he gave a little push at it again, and 
I laughed again “ Whv, what dost thou talk of''” 
said I III a formal way “Dost thou not see I am 
turned Quakei ? I cannot speak of those things 
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now” “ Whv,’’ sa^s he, “the Quakers marry as 
well as other people, and love one anothei as well 
Besides,” sa\s he, “the Quakers’ dress does not ill 
become you,” and so jested with me again, and so 
it went off foi a third time Howevei, I began to 
1)0 kind to him in process of time, as they call it, 
and we grew eery intimate , and if the following 
iiecident had not unluckily intervened, I had cer- 
tainly inaiiied him, or consented to marry him, the 
lery next time he had asked me 

I had long waited foi a letter fiom Amy, who, 
it seems, was pist at that time gone to Rouen the 
second time, to make her in<|uines about him . and 
I received a lettei fioni her at this unhappy junc- 
ture, whiih gave me the following account of niv 
business — 

I That for my gentleman, who I had now, as I 
may sav, in my arms, she s.vid he bad been gone from 
Pans, as I have hinted, having met with some great 
losses and misfortunes , that he had been in Holland 
on that veiy account, whithei he had also carried 
Ills children, that lit was after that settled foi 
some time at Rouen , that she had Iveen at Rouen, 
and found there (by a meie accident), from a Dutch 
skipper, that he was at London, had been theie 
above three years , that he was to be found upon 
tlie Exchange, on the French walk, and that he 
lodged at St Laurence Pountney’s Lane, and the 
like , so Aniv said she supposed I might soon find 
linn out, but that she doubted he was pcxir, and not 
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worth looking after This she did because of the 
next clause, which the jade had most mind to on 
many accounts 

II That as to the Prince , that, as above, 

he was gone into Geimnny, wheie his estate laj , 
that he had quitted the French service, and lived re- 
tiied , that she had seen his gentleman, who remained 
at Pans to solicit his arrears, &c , that he had given 
her an account how his loid had employed him to 
inquiie fot me and find me out, ns above, and told 
her what pains he had taken to find me , that he 
h.id iindeistood that I was gone to England , that 
he once had ordeis to go to England to find me, 
that his lord had lesolved, if hccoiild have found me, 
to have called me a countess, and so have marneil 
me, and have earned me into fTermany with him, 
and that his tommission was still to assure me that 
the pnnee would marry me if I would lome to him, 
and that he would send him an account that he had 
found me, and did not doubt but he would have 
ordeis to come ovei to England to attend me in a 
figure suitable to mj (|U.ahtj 

Amv, an ambitious jade, who knew my weakest 
pait — namely, that I loved gieat things, and that I 
loved to be flattercyl and courted — said abundance 
of kind things upon this occasion, w'hich she knew 
weie suitable to me and would prompt my vanity , 
and talked big of the piiiiccs gentleman having 
oidets to tome over to me with a piocuration to 
marry me by proxy (as piinces usually do in like 
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cfl.*>e<i), and to funiish me with an equipage, and I 
know not hou marii fine things , but told me, withal, 
that she had not vet let him know that she belonged 
to me still, ui that she knew where to find me, oi 
to write to me because she was willing to see the 
Ixittoin of it, and whethei it was a lealitv or a gas- 
conade She liad indeed told him that, if he had 
.inv such commission, she would endeavour to find 
iiiL out, but no inoie 

III For the .lew, she assiiied me that she had not 
lieen able to come at a certainty what was tietome of 
hiiti,c)i in what part ottlicwoild he was, but that thus 
much she had leiunod fioiii good hands, that he bad 
coniiiiitted aerime, in txang concerned in a design to 
lob a iicb banker at Pans , and that be was fled, and 
had not been bo.ud of there toi above six years 

IV 1 ()i that of inv busbiiid, the brewer, she 
leained, that being commanded into the field upon 
an cxxasioii of some action iii FldndeI^, he was 
wounded at the battle of Mons, and died of his 
wounds in the Hospital of the Invalids, so theie was 
an end of mv four in(|uiiies, whiih I sent her over to 
make 

Tills account of the prince, and the return of his 
aftecticm to me, with all the flalteiing gieat things 
which scanned to come .dong with it , and especially 
as tlif'i came gilded and set out hy my maid Amy — 
I sav this account of the prince c.une to me in a vciv 
unlucky hour, and in the very crisis of mv aflaii 

The merchant and I had entered into close confei- 
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ences upon the grand affair 1 had left off talking 
my platonics, and of in\ independency, and being a 
free woman, as befoie, and he having cleared up my 
doubts too, as to his ciicunistances and the misfor- 
tunes he had spoken of, I had gone so fai that we 
had begun to consider whcie we should live, and in 
what hguie, what equipage, what house, and the like 

I had made some harangues upon the delightful 
retiieineiit of a countiv life, and how we might eiqoy 
ouisclves ho effectuallv without the encumln antes of 
business and the woild, but all this was giimace, 
and puicly because I was afiaid to make any public 
appearance in the woild, for feai some impertinent 
pel son of quality should chop upon me agaurand tiy 

out, “ Roxana, Roxana, by ' ” with an oath, as 

had been done bcfoie 

My iiierrhant, bitd to business and used to con- 
veise among pien of business, could haidlv tell how 
to live w'lthout it , at least it appealed lie sliould Ire 
like a fish out of w.ater, uneasy and dung But, 
howevei, he |ouied with me, only aigued that we 
might live as neai I,oii<lou as we could, that he 
might sometimes ionic to ’Change and heai how the 
world should go abioad, and how it faied with his 
fi lends and his children 

I aiisweied that if he chose still to embaiiass him- 
self with business, 1 supposed it would be more to 
his satisfaction to be in his own country, and where 
his family was so well known, and wheie his ehildieii 
also were 
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He smiled at the thought-, of that, and let me 
know that he should be very Milling to embrace such 
an offer, but that he could not expect it of me, to 
whom England iras, to lie sure, so natuialised no«' 
as that it Would lie tarriing me out of my native 
country, which he would not desiie by any means, 
however agiec-able it might be to him 

I told him he was mistaken in me, that as I had 
told him so much of a man led state lieing a captiv- 
ity, and the family being a liouse of bondage, that 
when 1 inarned I expc-cled to be but an uppei 
seivant, so, if I did notwithstanding submit to it, I 
hoped be should see I knew bow to act the servant's 
pait, and do evc'ivthng to oblige iny master, that 
if I did not lesolve to go with him wherever he 
desired logo, ho might depend I would never have 
him “ And did I not,” said 1, “ offei myself to go 
with vou to the East Indies •' ” 

a1i this while this wics indeed but a copy of in\ 
countemuKC , foi, as my circumstances would not 
admit of m\ stay in laindon, at least not so as to 
ap[ieat publicly, I lesolved, it I took him, to live 
leiiiote in the country, or go out of England with 
hull 

But 111 an evil houi,just now came Amy's lettei , 
in the very middle of all these discoui-ses , and the 
fine things she had said about the prince began to 
make strange work with me The notion of being 
a princess, and going ovei to live where all that had 
happened here would have been quite sunk out of 
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knowledge as well as out of memory (tonsciente ex- 
cepted), was mighty taking The thoughts of being 
surrounded with domestics, honouied with titles, lie 
called hei Highness, and live in all the splendour of 
a couit, and, which was still more, in the arms of a 
man of such lank, and who. I knew, loved and 
valued me — all this, in a woid, dazzled my eves, 
turned mv head, and I was as ti uly crazed and dis- 
tiacted for about a fortnight as most of the people 
in Bedlam, though perhaps not quite so fai gone 

When ni\ gentleman lanie to me the next time I 
had no nolion of him , I wished I had never re- 
leivod him .it all In shoit, I lesolved to have no 
nioie to s,i\ to him, so I feigned nivsclf indisposed, 
and though 1 did <ouu down to him and sjieak to 
him ,i little, i( t I let him see that I was so ill that I 
was (as we sav ) no (ompain.and that it would lie 
kind 111 him to give me leave to quit him for»that 
time 

'I'he mxt moining be sent a footman lo inijuire 
how I did. and I let Inin know I had a violent told, 
and was veiv ill with it 'I'wo dav s aflei lie tame 
again, and 1 let him sie me again, but feigned my- 
self so Imaise that I lould not speak to lie heard, 
and that it w.is paiiitiil to me hut to whispei , and, 
111 a wind, I lield him iii this suspense near thiet 
weeks 

Duiiiig tins lime I h.id a stiange elevation upon 
mv mind , and the piinti, oi tlie spirit of him, had 
suth a possession ot me that I spent most of this 
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time in the lealisiiig all the great things of a life 
with the priiitc, to nij iniiid pleaMiig my faniy with 
the gran'leur 1 was supposing myself to enjo>, anti 
withal Hiekcdh studying iii what manner to put off 
this gentleman and lie iid of him for ever 

I cannot hut sav that sometimes the baseness of 
the action stuck hard with me the hoiiout and sin- 
cc'iity with wliuh he hud always treated me, and, 
above all, the hdcditv he had showed me at Paris, 
and that I owed my life to him — I say, all these 
stared 111 my face, and I frecjuently aigued with my- 
self upon flic obligation I was imdei to him, and 
liow base would it lie now loo, aftei so many obliga- 
tions and engagements, to cast him off 

But the title of highness, and of a pniicess, and 
all those line things, us they came in, weighed down 
all tills , and the sense of gratitude vanished as if it 
had “been a shadow 

At othei times I considered the- wealth I was mis- 
tress of, that I was able' to live like a piiiiress, though 
not u'pniicess and that inv merchant (toi he had 
told me all the affaii of his inisfoi'tiines) w as fai from 
Ix'iiig poor, oi even mean , that together we weie 
able to make up an estate of lietwcsm three and foui 
thousand jHiiiiids a vcai, which was iii itself ec)ual to 
some piiiices abioad But tlioiigli this was tiue, yet 
tlic iiiinie of piiiuiss, and the fluttei of it — in a 
vvoid, fhc puck — weighed them down and all these 
arguings geneially ended to the disadv antage of iiiv 
merchant , so that, in slioit, I I'esolved to diop him, 
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and give him a final ajMirer at hi^ next (oming , 
namely, that somethii^ had hai^Mtied in m> affans 
which had caused me to alter my measuies unex- 
pectedly, and, in a ward, ta dmire him to trouble 
himself no farthei 

I think, veiily, this nidm twh'^tiniiill of him was toi 
some time the effect of a violent fc'rmentation in mv 
blood , for the very motion which the steady contem- 
plation of my fanned gieatness had ppt my spiiits 
into had thrown me into a kind of fever, and I scaice 
knew what I did 

I have wondeied since that it did not make in^' 
mad , not do I now think it stiange to heai of those 
who have been (juite lunatu with their pride, that 
filmed themselves (pieens and empresses, and have 
made their attendants seivt them upon the knee, 
given visitors then liand to kiss, and the like, for 
oei tainly, if pride will not turn the biam, nothing can 

Howevoi, the next time my gentleman came, I had 
not courage enough, or not ill imtuie enough, to 
tieat him in the rude manner I had lesolved to do, 
and it was veiy well I did not. foi soon aftei, I had 
another lettei from Ainv, in which was the mortify- 
ing news, and indeed surpiising to me, that mv prime 
(as I, with a seciet pleasure, had called him) was very 
much huit b) a biuise he had leieived iii hunting 
and engaging with a wild boai.aciuel and despeiate 
sport which the noblemen of Geimany, it seems, 
much delight in 

This alarmed me indeed, and the more because 
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Amy wrote me word that his gentleman was gone 
away express to linn, not without .ippiehensions that 
he nhould (nid his niastei was dead before his coming 
home, but *^hat he (the gentlenian) had pioniised hei 
that a* scxin as he aimed he would send back the 
saliie courier to liei inth an accoinib of his master’s 
health, and of the tiiaiii affair, and that he had 
obliged Amv to stay at Pans fourteen days for his 
return, she having pioiiiised liiiii before to make it 
hci business to go to England and to find me out for 
his loid if he sent liei smh oideis . and he was to 
'send liei ,1 bill toi htlv pistoles for her journey So 
Amy told me she waited foi the answer 

This was a blow to me several wnvs, for, first, I 
was 111 a state of uncertainty as to Ins jx'ison, whethei 
he was alive or dead , and 1 was not unconcerned in 
that part, I assure vou for I h.id an inexpiessible 
aftection leniaming foi his poison, besides the degiee 
to which it was icvived bv the view of a tirmei 
interest in him But this was not all, foi in losing 
him I forever lost the prospect of all the gaietv and 
gloiv that had made such an lmpres.sion upon mv 
imagination 

III tills state of niKeitaiiity, 1 say, by Amy’-, 
letter, I was like still to remain aiiotliei fortnight, 
and had I now continued the resolution of using 
iny ineichant in the rude ni.uniei I once intended, 
I had made peihaps a soiiy piece of woik of it 
indeed, and it was ycry w-ell my heart failed me as 
it did 
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Howe\er, I tieated him with a great nmn\ duiffles, 
and feigned stones to keep him off fioin any closer 
confeiences. than we had alreadv had, that I might 
act afterwaids as occasion might offer, one wav or 
other But that which mortihcd me most was, that 
Amy did not write, though the fourteen days weie 
expiied At last, to my great surpiise, when 1 was, 
with the utmost impatience, looking out at the 
window, expecting the postman that usually brought 
the foieign letters — 1 say I was agieeably surprised 
to see a coach come to the vaicl-gatc' wheie ue lived, 
and my woman Amy alight out of it and come 
towards the doot, having the cpachinaii bringing 
several bundles aftei hci 

I flew like lightning downstaiis to speak to hei, 
but was soon clamped with hei news “Is the 
prince alive or dead, Amy’'” says I She spoke 
coldly and slightly “ lie is alive, madam,” said 
she “ But it is not much inattci , I had as lieu he 
had been dead” So wc went upstairs ag.iiu to my 
chambei, and there we began a senous discourse of 
the whole iniittei 

Fust, she told me a long stoiy of his being hui t by 
a wild boai, and of the condition he was reduced to, 
so that eveiy one ex{>ected he should die, the anguish 
of the wound having thrown him into a fever, with 
abundance of circunistaiices too long to relate here , 
hoiv he leeovered of that extreme danger, but con- 
tinued very weak , how the gentleman had been 
homme de parole, and had sent back the com ler as 
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punc^uallv as if it Viafl been to the king, that he had 
given a long w count of his loid, and of his illness 
and reitovfiv , but the siiin of- the matter, a.s to me, 
was, that as to the ladi. his loid was turned penitent, 
was under some vows for his recovery, -and could not 
think any more on that affair, and especially, the 
lady being gone, and that it had not been offered to 
her, so there was no breath of honour , but that his 
lord was sensible of the good offices of Mi's Amy, 
and had sent hei the fifty pistoles foi her trouble, as 
if sbe had really gone the journey 

I was, I (onfess, baldly able to lieai the hrst sui- 
piise of this disappointment Amy saw it, and gape^ 
out (as was her way), ‘ l,awd, iiiadain ' nevei be con- 
tcriied at it . vou sea; he is gotten among the priests, 
and 1 suppose they have saucily imposed some penance 
upon liiiri, and, it way be, sent him of an errand bare- 
foot to some Madonna oi Ndtiedanie, or other, and 
he IS off of his amouis foi the present I 11 wan ant 
you he ’ll be ils wicked again as ever be was when he 
IS got thorough well, and gets hut out of then hands 
again I hate this out-o'-season lefxmtance What 
CK'casion had he, in his rc[jeiitaiice, to be off of taking 
a good w ife ^ 1 should have been glad to see you 

have been a piincess, and all that , but if it can’t be, 
never afflict yourself , vou are rich enough to be a 
piincess to youi-self , you don’t want him, that’s the 
best of it ■” 

Well, I cned for all that, and was heai'tilv vexed, 
and that a great while, but as Amy' was always at 
[72J 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 


my elbow, and always joking it out of my head 
with her mirth and hei »it, it wore off again 
Then I told Amy all the story of my merchant, 
and how he had found me out when I was in such a 
concein to find him , how it was true that he lodged 
in St Lauiente Pouiitney’s Lane, and how I had 
had all the story of his misfoi tune, which she had 
heard of, in which he had lost above j?8000 steihng, 
and that he had told me fiankly of it before she had 
sent me anj account of it, oi at least before I had 
taken any notice that I had heard of it 

Amj was very jovful at that part “Well, 
madam, then,” says Amy, “ what need you value the 
stoiy of the prince, and going I know not whither 
into Geniiany to lay your bones in anothei woild, 
and leain the devil’s language, vailed High Dutch '' 
You are better here by halt,” says Amy “ Lawd, 
madam says she, “why, aie you not as iich as 
ClVESUS 

Well, it was a great while still liefoiel vOuld bung 
myself off of this fancied sovereignty, ami I, that 
was so willing once to be mistress to a king, was now 
ten thousand times more fond of being wife to a 
pi nice 

So fast a hold has pride and ambition upon our 
iniiids, that when once it gets aihnission, nothing is 
so chiineiical but, under this possession, we can form 
ideas of in our fancy and leahse to our imagination 
Nothing can be so ridiculous as the simple steps we 
take in such cases , a man or a woman becomes a mere 
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tnalatle tmigmane, and, I believe, may as easily die 
with grief or run iniid with joy (as the affair in his 
fancy appears right oi wrong) as if all was leal, and 
actually under the management of the petson 

I had indeed two assistants to delivei me from 
this snaie, and these weie, first, Amy, who knew 
mv disease, but was able to do nothing as to the 
remedy , the second, the mei chant, who leally brought 
the temedv, hut knew nothing of the distemper 
t reuiembei, when all these disoiders were upon 
ni\ thoughts, in one of the \isits my fiiend the 
merchant made me, he took notiie that he peiceived 
I was under some unusual disuidei , he believed, he 
said, that in\ distemper, whiitevei it was, lay much 
in iiu head, and it henng summer weather and lerv 
hot, pioposod to Hie to go a little way into the an 
I starteil at Ins expression “ What ' ” savs I , 
“ do \ oil think, then, that 1 am rra^i d '' You should, 
then, piopose a madhouse foi m\ cuie" “No, no,” 
SHAs he, “ I do not mean mu thing like that , I hope 
the head iii.ia he distempered and not the brain ” 
Well, I was too sensible that he was right, for I 
knew I liad acted n stiange, wild kind of pait with 
him , hut lie iiisistcxl upon it, and piessed me to go 
Into the (ouiitri 1 took him short again “ What 
licxid \ou,” says I, “send me out ol \oui way ^ It is 
in yoiii power to lie less troubled with me, and with 
leas inconseuieiice to us Ijotli ” 

He took that ill, and told me I used to have a 
bettei opinion of Ins sinceritv, and desiied to know 
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what he had done to forfeit chanty I mention 
this only to let you see how far I had pone in my 
measures of quitting him — that is to say, how near 
I was of showing him how base, ungrateful, and how 
vilely I could art , but I fount! I had earned the jest 
far enough, and that a little matter might have 
made him sick of me again, as he was before , so I 
began by little and little to ihange my way of talk- 
ing to him, and to come to discourse to the purpose 
again as we had done befoie 

A while after this, when we were lerv merry and 
talking familiarly togethei, he called m'e, with an air 
of paiticulai satisfaction, his piiiitess I colomcd at 
the woid, for it indeed touched mi‘ to the (|uuk , 
but he knew nothing of the reason of in> being 
touched with it “What d’ye mean hy that''” 
said I “Nay,” says he, “ I mean nothing but that 
you are a princess to me” Well,” says I, “as to 
that I am content, and yet I could tell you J might 
have been a princess if I would hacc (|iiitted you, 
and believe I could 1k‘ so still” “It is not in my 
power to make you a piincess,” says he, “ but I can 
easily make you a lady here in England, and a 
countess too if you will go out of it” 

I heard both with a great deal of satislactioii, foi 
my piide remained though it had been balked, and I 
thought with myself that this pioposal would make 
me some amends foi the loss of the title that had so 
tickled my nnaguiatioii anothei way, and I was im- 
patient to understand what he meant, but I would 
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not ask him by any means , so it passed off for that 
time 

When he was gone I told Amy what hp had said, 
and Amy wa.-. as impatient to know the manner how 
it could be as I was , but the next time (perfectly 
unexpected to me) he told me that he had accident- 
ally mentioned a thinj^to me last time he was with 
me, haTing not the least thought of the thing itself, 
but not knowing but such a thing might be of some 
weight to me, and that it might bung me lespect 
among people where I might appeal, he had thought 
since of it, and was lesolved to ask me about it 

I made light of it, and told him that, as he knew 
I had chosen a retired life, it was of no value to me 
to be called lady or countess cither , but that if he 
intended to drag me, as I might call it, into the 
world again, perhaps it might be agreeable to liini , 
but, besides that, I could not judge of the thing, 
because I did not understand hpw either of them 
was to be done 

He told me that money puichiised titles of honour 
in almost all paits of the woild, ^hough money could 
not give principles of honoui, they must come by 
birth and blood, that, howevei, titles sometimes 
assist to elevate the soul and to infuse generous 
principles into the mind, and especially where theie 
was a good foundation laid in the peisons , that he 
hoped we should neithei of us misbehaie if we came 
to it, and that as we knew how to wear a title 
without undue elevations, so .t might sit as well 
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upon us as on another, that as to England, he had 
nothing to do but to get an act of naturalisation in 
his favour, and he knew where to purchase a patent 
for baronet — that is say, to have the honour and 
title traiisfened to him , but if I intended to go 
abroad with him, he had a nephew, the son of his 
eldest biothei, who had the title of count, with the 
estate annexed, which was but small, and that he 
had frequently offered to make it over to him for a 
thousand pistoles, which was not a great deal of 
money, and considering it was in the family alieady, 
he would, upon my being willing, puichase it 
immediatel} 

I told him I liked the last best, but then I would 
not let him buy it unless he would let me pay the 
thousand pistoles “ No, no,” says he, “ I refused a 
thousand pistoles that I had more light to have 
accepted than that, and vou shall not be at so much 
expense now ” “Yes,” sav* I, “you did lefuse it, 
and peihaps repented it afterwards” “I never 
complained,” said he “ But I did,” says I, “ and 
often repented it for you ” “ I do not understand 

yon,” says he “Why,” said I, “I lepented that I 
suffeied you to refuse it” “Well, well,” said he, 
“we may talk of that heieafter, when you shall 
resolve which part of the world you will make your 
settled residence in ” Heie he talked very hand- 
somely to me, and foi a good while togethei , how 
it had been his lot to live all his days out of his 
native country, and to lie often shifting and cliang- 
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ing the situation of his affairs , and that I myself 
had not always had a hxed abode, but that now, as 
neither of us was \exy young, he fancied I would be 
foi taking up oui abode whcie, if possible, we might 
leinove no iiioic , that as to bis part, he was of that 
opinion entirely, only ycith this exception, that the 
choice of the place should be mine, for that all 
places in the woild ivere alike to him, only with this 
single addition, namely, that I was with him 

I heal'd him with a great deal of pleasiiie, as well 
for his being willing to give me Llie choice as foi that 
I lesolved to live abroad, foi the lenson I liace iiien- 
tioiied alieadv, nanielv, lest I should at any tune be 
known in England, and all tli.ct stoiy of Roxana and 
the lialls shoulii coine out, as ,i]so I was not a little 
tickled with tlie satisfaction of lieiiig still a countess, 
though I could not 1 k' a piincess 

I told Amy nil this story, foi she was still iny pnvy 
councilloi , but when I asked her opinion, she made 
me laugh heaitily “Now, which of the two shall I 
take, Amy ^ ” said I “ Shall I lie a lady — that is, a 
baioiiet’s lady in England, oi acountess in Holland c” 
The lendy-witted ]adc, that knew the piide of my 
tem[K'r too, almost as well as I did niystll, answered 
(w itliout the least hesitation), "Both, madam Which 
of them''” says she (leiK-atiiig the words) “Why 
not both of them ■' and then yon will be really a 
jiiincess, foi, sine, to lie a liiclv in English and a 
countess in Dutch may make a piincess in High 
Dutch’ rpon the whole, though Amy was in jest, 
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she put the bliouglit into in^ head, and I lesoUed 
that, in shoit, I would be both of them, which I 
managed as _>oii shall hem 

First, I seemed tq resolve that I w'ould live and 
settle 111 England, only with this condition, iianielv, 
that I would not live in l^ndon I pretended that 
it would choke me up , that I wanted breath when I 
was 111 London, but that anywhere else I would be 
satished , and then I asked him whether any seaport 
town in England would not suit him , because I knew, 
though he seemed to leave oft, he would always love 
to be among business, and conveising with men of 
business , and I iiained several places, citliei nearest 
for business with Fiance oi witli Holland , as Dover 
01 Southampton, foi the fiist, and Ipswuh, or 
Yarmouth, oi Hull for the last but I took care 
that we would resolve upon nothing , onlv by 
this it seemed to be certain that we should live in 
England 

It w'as time now to bring things to a conclusion, 
And so in about si\ weeks’ time moie we settled all 
oui preliminaries, and, among the rest, he let me 
know that he should have the bill foi his natuialisa- 
tion passed time enough, so that he would be (as he 
called it) an Eiiglisliman before we mairied 't'hat 
was soon peifeeted, the Failiament being then sitting, 
and several other foreigiicis joining in the said bill 
to save the expense 

It was not above three or four days after, but 
that, without giving me the least notice that he had 
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so murfi as been about the patent for baronet, he 
brought it me in a fine einhroideied bag, and saluting 

me by the name of my I>ady Qoining his own 

surname to it), presented it tq me with his picture 
set with diamonds, and at the same time gave me a 
breast-jewel woith a thousand pistoles, and the next 
morning we were married Thus I put an end to all 
the intriguing part of my life — a life full of pros- 
perous wickedness, the leflections upon which were 
so much the more afflicting as the tune had been 
spent in the giossest crimes, which, the more I looked 
bock upon, the more black and honid they appeared, 
effectually di inking up nil the (omfoit and satisfac- 
tion which I might othciwisc have taken in that part 
of life which was still liefoie me 

The first satisfaction, however, that I took in the 
new condition I was in was in reflecting that at 
length the life of crime was over, and that I was lil^e 
a passenger coming liack from the Indies, who, hav- 
ing, after many yeais' fatigues and huiry in business, 
gotten a good estate, witli innumerable difficulties 
and hazaids, is aiiived sate at London with all Ins 
effects, and has the pleasuie of saying he shall never 
venture upon the seas any inoie 

When we were niniried we came back immediately 
to my lodgings (foi the thuich was but just by), and 
we were so piivately mariied that none but Amy 
and my friend the ()uakei was acquainted with it 
As soon as we came into the house he took me in 
hiS arms, and kissing me, “Now you are niy own,” 
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sa^b he “Oh that joii had been !>o good to have 
done this eleven yeais ago'” “Then,” said I, “you, 
perhaps, would have been tired of me long ago, it is 
much bettei now, foi .now all oui happv davs are to 
come Besides,” said I, “ 1 should not hav e been 
half so rich ,” but that I said to myself, foi theie 
was no letting him into the reason of it “ Oh ' ” 
says he, “ I should not have been tired of you , but, 
besides having the satisfaction of \our company, it 
had saved me that unlucky blow at Pans, which was 
a dead loss to me of above eight thousand pistoles, 
and all the fatigues of so many years’ hui ry and busi- 
ness , ” and then he added, “ But I 'll make you pay 
for it all, now I have you ” I started a little at the 
words “Ay,” said I, “do you thi eaten already'* 
Pray what d’ ye mean by that ? ” and began to look 
a little grave 

,“I’ll tell you,” says he, “very plainly what I 
mean, ’’and still he held me fast in his arms “I 
intend from this time never to trouble mvself with 
any more business, so I shall never get one shilling 
for lou more than I have alieady , all that you will 
lose one way Next, I intend not to trouble myself 
with any of the care or tiouble of managing what 
either you have for me ot what I have to add to it , 
but you shall e’en take it all upon yourself, as the 
wives do in Holland , so vou will pay foi it that way 
too, for all the drudgery shall be yours Thirdly, I 
intend to condemn you to the constant bondage of 
my impel tinent company, for I shall tie you like a 
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pedlai ’s pn( k at m} bat k I shall st ai ce ei er be 
from \ou , foi I am suie I can take deliftht in noth- 
ing else in this world ” “ Vciy well,” says I, “but 

I am piettv heat v I hope you 'll set me dowm some- 
times when you me nweaiy” “As foi that,” says 
he, “tire me if you can” . 

'rhls w'lis all )est and allegory , but it was all true, 
in the iiioinl of the fable, as you shall heai in its 
place We were yeiy meriy the lest of the day, but 
yvithout any noise oi dultei , foi he hi ought not one 
of his ac(|uainfunce or friends, eithei English or foi- 
eigntr The honest Ooakei provided ns a very noble 
dinnei indeed, coiisideiing how feu ue weic to eat it , 
and evoiy day tliat week she dit) flie like, and would 
at last have it be all .it hei own charge, which I was 
utterly aveise to, fust, becauae 1 knew her circum- 
btuKies not to be very though nut very low . 
ukI next, because she had been m> true a friend, |iid 

eheerftil a comlartor to me, ay, and counaellor too, 
iu all this afiiui,.that 1 had iraolTed to make her a 
p ixae wt that should be some help to hei when all was 
over 

But to return to theciicunistaiues of our wedding 
After being veij merry, as I have told vou, Amy 
and the Quaker put us tor lied, the honest Quakei 
little thinking we hud been abed togethei eleven 
years before Nay, that was a secret which, iis it 
liuppentsl, Am> hei self did not know Amy grinned 
and made faces, as if she had been pleased , but it 
came out in so many words, when he was not by, 
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the «um of hei mutnblinp and niuttenng was., that 
this should have been done ten or a dozen yeais 
befoie , that it would signify little now , that was to 
say, in shoit, that hei mistiess was pictty near fift\, 
and too old to haie any childic'n I chid her, the 
Quaker laughed, com pli men ted me upon niy not 
being so old as Am\ pietciidcd, that I tould not be 
above fort\, and might have a house full of childien 
vet Rut Amy and I too knew bettei than she how 
it was, for, 111 shoit, I was old enough to have done 
bleeding, howevei I looked, liut I made her hold 
hei tongue. 

In the morning niy Quakei landladv eaiiie and 
visited us befoie we were up, and made us eat lakes 
and dunk rliocolate in bed, and then left us again, 
and bid us take a nap upon it, whuh I believe we 
did III short, she treated us so handsoiiielv , and 
with such an agreeable iheei fulness, as well as plcnti, 
as made it appear to me that Quakei s may, and that 
this Quaker did, undei stand good manners as well as 
.uiv other people 

I resisted hei offei, iiowevei, of licating us toi the 
whole week , and I opposed it so long tjiat I saw 
evidently til, it she took it ill, and would have tliought 
herself slighted if we had not accepted it So I said 
no moie, but let her go on, only told hei I would be 
even with hci , and so I was Howevci, foi that 
week she treated us as she said s]ie would, and did it 
so veiy fine, and with such a piofusion of all sorts of 
good things, that the greatest buitfien to hei was 
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how lo dispose of things that were left , for she 
nevei let an v thing, how dainty or however large, be 
so much as seen twice among us 

I had some servants indeed, which helped her off n 
little , that IS to sav, two maids, for Amy was now a 
woman of business, not a servant, and ate always with 
us I hod also a coachman and a boy My Quaker 
had a man-serv ant too, but bad but one maid , but 
she boriowed two moie of some of her friends for 
the occasion, and had a man-cook for diessing the 
victuals 

hhe was only at a loss for plate, which she gave 
me a whispei of, and I made Amy fetch a large 
stiong-box, which I had lodged in a safe hand, in 
Aihich was all the fine plate which I had provided on 
a woise occasion, as is mentioned before , and I put 
it into the Quakei’s hand, obliging her not to use it 
iLs mine, but as her own, for a leason I shall mention 
piesentlv 

I was now my Ladv , and I must own I was 

exceedingly pleased with it, ’t was so big and so 
great to heai m\selt called “ hei ladyship,” and 
“your ladyship,” and the like, that I was like the 
ludiaii king at V'lrgimu, who, having a house built 
for him b\ the English, ainl a lock put upon the 
door, would sit whole da>s togethei with the key in 
his hand, locking and uiilovkmg, and double-locking, 
the dooi, with an unav countable pleasure at the 
novelty, so I could have sat a whole day togethei 
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ship” at every word, but after a while the novelty 
woie off and the pnde of it abated, till at last tiulj 
I wanted the other title as inudi as I did that of 
ladyship before 

We lived this week, in all the innocent mirth 
imaginable, and out good-humoured Quakei was so 
pleasant in her way that it was partitulaily entei- 
taining to us We had no music at all, or dancing , 
only I now and then sung a French song to diveit 
my spouse, who desired it, and the piivacy of our 
mirth greatly added to the pleasure of it I did not 
make many clothes for my wedding, having alwavs a 
great many iich clothes by me, which, with a little 
alteiing for the fashion, weie perfectly new The 
nest day he piessed me to dress, though wc had no 
lompany At last, jesting with him, I told him I 
believed I was able to dress me so, in one kind of 
diess that I had by me, that he would not know his 
wife when he saw hei, espetiallv if anybody else was 
1 )\ No, be said, that was impossible, and he longed 
to see tliat diess I told him I would diess me in it, 
if he would jiioniise me nevei to desire 'me to appear 
in it befoie coinpaiiy He promised he would not, 
but wanted to know why too, as husbands, you 
know, are inquisitive cicatuies, and love to inquiie 
aftei anything they think is kept from them , but I 
had ail aiiawei leady foi him “Because,” said I, 
“ it 18 not a detent diess in this countiv, and would 
not look modest ” Neither, indeed^ would it, for 
it was but one degi-ee off from appearing in one’s 
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bhift, but was the usual wear in the country where 
they weie used He was satisfied with my answer, 
and gave me his piomise never to ask me to be seen 
in it before eompanv I theifwithdiew, taking only 
Amy and the Quaker vith me, and Amy dressed me 
in iny old Tuikish habit which I daiut'd in formerly, 
, as befoic The Quaker was chaimed with the 
dress, and merrily said, that if suih a dress should 
Louie to be worn heie, she should not know what 
to do , she should be tempted not to dress in the 
Quaker’s way any more 

When all the dress was put on, I loaded it with 
jewels, and in jiai ticulai I [dated the large breast- 
jewel which he had given me of a thousand pistoles 
upon the front of the tijhuui, oi head-dress, wheie it 
made a most gloiious show indeed I had my own 
diamond necklace on, and mv haii was tout l/nUrarit, 
all glittering with jewels 

His picture set with diamonds I had placed stitched 
to my vest, just, as might be supposed, upon my 
heart (which is the compliment in such cases among 
the Eostein people) , and all being open at the breast, 
there was no locim foi anything of a jewel there 

III this figuie. Amy holding the tiaiii of mv lobe, 
I came down to him He was suipiised, and per- 
fectly astonished lie knew me, to lie suie, because 
I had prepaicnl him, and because there was nobody 
else theie but the Quakei and ,Vmv , but he by no 
means knew Amy, foi she had diessed herself in the 
habit of a Turkish slave, being the gaib of my little 
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Tjik which I had at Naples, as I have said , she had 
her neck and aims bate, was bareheaded, and lier 
hail hiaided in alon^ tassel hanging doivii her back , 
but the jade could iieithei hold hci countenance oi 
her chattering tongue, so as to be concealed long 
Well, he was so charmed with this dress that he 
would have me sit and dine in it, but it was so thin, 
and so open before, and the uenthei being also sharp, 
that I was afiaid of taking cold, however, the fire 
being enlarged and the doors kept shut, I sat to 
oblige him, and he professed he ncvei saw so fine a 
diess in his life I aftcrwaids told Iniii that my 
husband (so he called the [ewellei that was killed) 
bought it for me at I.«ghorn. with a vomig Tuikish 
slave which I pal ted with at Fans . and that it was 
by the help of that slave that I leaincd how to diess 
111 it, and how everything was to be worn, and mnnv 
of the Tuikish customs also, with some of then lan- 
guage d'his story agreeing with the fact, only 
changing the person, was veiv natural, and so it 
went off with him, but tlicie was good iiason why 
I should not leceive any coiiipaiiv in this chess — 
that Is to say, not m England I need not repeat 
it, you will heai moie of it 

But when I came abroad I frequently put it on, 
and upon two or three occasions danced in it, hut 
always at his lecpiest 

We continued at the Quiikei’s lodgings for above 
a year, foi now, making as though it was difficult to 
determine where to settle in England to Ins satisfac- 
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tion, Unless in London, which was not to mine, I pre- 
tended to make him an offer, that, to oblige him, I 
began to intline to go and live abroad with him , 
that I knew nothing could be jnore agreeable to him, 
and that as to me, every place was alike , that, as I 
had lived abroad without a husband so many yeais* 
it could be no burthen to me to live abroad again, 
especially with him Then we fell to straining our 
couitesies upon one another He told me he was 
peiLectlv easv at 1 vitig ill England, and had squaicol 
all his aftairs accordingl\ , for that, as he had told 
me he intended to giveovei all business in the woild, 
as well the care of managing it ns the concern about 
it, seeing we were both in (ondition neither to want 
it or to have it be woith our while, so I might sec it 
was his intention, bv his getting himself naturalised, 
and getting the patent of baronet, &t Well, foi all 
that, I told him I atiepted his compliment, but I 
could not but know that his native counti^, where 
his children were breeding up, must bp most agiee- 
able to linn, and that, if I was of such value to him, 
1 would be there then, to enhance tlie rate of his sat- 
isfaition , that wheievei he wts would be a home to 
me, and any place in the woild would be England to 
me if he was with me , and thus, in short, I brought 
linn to give me leave to oblige him with going to live 
abroad, when, in truth, I could not have been pei- 
fectlv eas^ at living in England, unless I had kept 
constantly within doors, lest some time or other the 
dissolute life I liad lived here should have come to be 
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known, and all those wicked things ha\e been known 
too, which I now began to be sery much ashamed of 
When we closed up our wedding week, in which 
our Quaker had hc-en«o very handsome to us, I told 
Jjim how much I thought we weie obliged to her for 
her genei ous carnage to us , how she had acted the 
kindest pait through the whole, and how faithful a 
fiicnd she had been to me upon all occasions , and 
then letting him know a little of hei family unhap- 
piness, I proposed that I thought I not only ought 
to be grateful to her, but really to do something 
extiaoidinaiy for her, towards making her easy in 
hei affairs And I added, that I had no haiigcrs-oii 
that should trouble him , that there was nobody be- 
longed to me but what was thoroughly provided foi, 
and that, if I did soniething foi this honest woman 
that was considerable, it should be the last gift I 
would give to anybody in the woild but Amy , and 
as for hei, we were not agoing to turn her adrift, but 
whenever anvthing offeied for hei, we would do as 
we saw cause, that, in the meantime, Amy was not 
poor, that she had saved togethei between seven and 
eight bundled pounds H\ the wav, 1 did not tell 
him how, mid by what wicked wavs she got it, but 
that she had it , and that was enough to let him 
know she would never be in want of us 

My spouse was exceedingly pleased with my dis- 
couise about the Quaker, made a kind of a speech 
to me upon the subject of gratitude, told me it was 
one of the brightest paits of a gentlewoman, that it 
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waJi hO twisted with honest), iiH), and C'en with leli 
gion too, that he questioned whethei eithei of them 
could be found where giatitude was not to be found , 
that in this act theie was not onl) gratitude, but 
charity , and that to iiialcc the chanty still nioK 
Chnstian-like, the object too had leal merit to 
attract it , he therefore agiwd to the thing with all 
his heart, onlv would have had me let him pay it 
out of his effect^ 

I told him, as foi that, I did not design, what- 
evei I had said formerly, that we should have two 
penkets, and that though I had talked to him of 
being a fiee woman, and an indejiendent, and the 
like, and he had offered and piomiscd that I should 
keep all my own estate in m\ own hands, \et, that 
Miicu I had taken him, I would e’en do as othei 
honest wnes did — where I thouglit fit to give 
lii\self, I should give what I had too . that if I 
reserved anvthing, it should be onlv in case of mor- 
tality, and that I might give it to his eliildrim aftei- 
wards, as inv own gift, and that, in short, if he 
thought lit to join stocks, we would see to-mnrrow 
morning what strength we could both make up in 
the world, and bunging it all together, consider, 
befoie we lesolved upon the place of lemovnig, how 
we should disjwise of what we had, as well as of oiii- 
selves This discourse was too obliging, and he too 
much of a man of sense not to receive it as it was 
meant He only answered, wc would do in that as, 
we should both agiee. but the thing under our 
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pieseiit care was to show not gratitude only, but 
charity and affection too, to our kind friend the 
Quaker, and the fii-st word he spoke of was to settle 
a thousand pounds upon her for her life — that is 
to sav, sixty pounds a year — but in such a manner 
ns not to be in the power of any pei-son to leach but 
herself This was a great thing, and indeed showed 
the generous principles of niy husband, and for that 
leason I mention it , but I thought that a little too 
niuth too, and paitieularly lieeause I had another 
thing in view for hci about the plate , so I told him 
I thought, if he gave her a purse with a hundred 
guineas as npiesent first, and then made her a com- 
pliment of T40 fiei minuin foi hei life, secured any 
such way as she should desire, it would be veiy 
handsome 

He agreed to that . and the same day, in the 
evening, when we weie pist going to bed, he took 
my Quakei by the hand, and, with a kiss, told her 
that we had been very kindly treated by her from 
the beginiiiiig of this afl.iir, and his wife liefore, as 
she (meaning me) had informed him , and that he 
thought himself bound to let her see that she had 
obliged fiiends who knew how to be grateful, that 
foi his part of the obligation he desiied she would 
act opt of that, for an aekiiowledginent in part only 
(putting the gold into hei hand), and that his wife 
would talk with hei about what farther he had to 
say to hei , and upon that, not giving her time 
hardly to sav “ Thank ve,” away he went upstans 
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into our beikhaniber, leaving her confused and not 
knowing what to say 

When he «as gone she began to make veiy hand- 
some and obliging representations of her goodwill 
to us both, hut that it was without expectation ot 
reward , that I had given her several valuable 
piesents Ix’fore — and so, indeed, I hod , for, besides 
the piece of linen which I had given hei at first, I 
had giieri her a suit of daiiiask table-linen, of the 
linen I bought foi in\ balls, vi/, three table-cloths 
and three dozen of napkins, and at anothei time 1 
gave her a little necklace of gold beads, and the 
like', but that is by the way But shi mentioned 
them, I sav, and how she W'as obliged by me on 
iiian> othei occasions , that she wn* not in condition 
to show her gratitude ani othei wa\, not being able 
to make a suitable leturii , and that now we tool, fiom 
hei all opportunity, to balance inv foimer friend- 
ship, and left her inoic in debt tlian she wa-s liefoie 
She spoke tins in a vei y good kind of manner, in her 
own wai, but which was very agreeable indeed, and 
had as much appaient siiiceiitv, and I eerily bcliece 
as ical as was possible to be expiessed , but 1 put a 
stop to it, .ind bade her sav no more, but accept ot 
what nil spouse bad given her, which was but in 
pait, ns she had heard bun say “ And put it up,” 
says I, “and come and sit down here, and give me 
leave to say something else to you on the same bead, 
which inv spouse and I have settled between oui- 
selves in vour behalf” “What dost thee mean?” 
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says hlie, and bluihed, and looked suiprined, but did 
not stir She was going to speak again, but I in- 
terrupted hei, and told her she should m.tkt no 
raoie apologies of any kind whatevei, for I had 
bettei things than all this to talk to hei of, so I 
IV cut on, and told hei, that ns she had been so 
friendly and kind to us on every ottasion, and that 
hei house was the lutky plate wheie we tame to- 
gethei, and that she knew I was lioni her own mouth 
ati)Uiuiited in part with hoi tiituiiistaiites, we wete 
lesolved she should be the lietter for us ns long ns 
she lived Then I told what we had resolved to do 
for hei, and that she had nothing iiioie to do but to 
consult with me how it should be cfl’ectually setuied 
for her, distinct fiom anv of the effetts which weie 
her husband's , and that if her husband did so supjil} 
hei that she could live comfortably, and not want it 
for bread oi other necessaiies, she should not make 
Use of it, but lav up the income of it, ami add it 
eveiy yeai to the piincipul, so to iiurcicse the annual 
payment, vvhich in tune, and perhaps befoie she 
might come to want it, might double itself, that we 
vveie very willing whatevei slie should so lay up 
should be to hei self, and whoevei she thought fit. 
after her, but that the foity pounds a year must 
leturii to our family aftei lier life, which we both 
wished miglit be long and happy 

Let no leadei wondei at my extiaordinai v concern 
for this pool woniaii, oi at my giving niv bounty to 
hei a place in this account It is not, I assuie vou, 
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to make a pageantry of m\ chanty, or to value my- 
self upon the greatness of niy soul, that should gne 
III so profuse a niaiinei as this, whuh was above niv 
hgure, if niv wealth had been twite as much as it 
was , but there was another spring fioni whence all 
flowed, and ’tis on that account I sjienk of it Was 
it {lossiblc I could think oi a poor desolate woman 
with four thildien, and her husband gone from her, 
and perhaps good for little if he had staved — 1 say, 
was I, that had tasted so deep ol the sorrows of such 
a kind of widowhood, able to look on hei. and think 
of lior circuinstances, and not lie tonilied nl an 
uncomiiioii inaiinei '' No, no, I iieiu looked on 
hei and hei family, though she was not left so help- 
less and fiieiidless as I hod Ih-uu, witliout leniciubei- 
iiig niy own coiulitioii, when Vniv was stiit out to 
pawn 01 sell luv pan ot stays to biu a bicasl ol 
mutton and a lnui(h of tuniips , noi could I look on 
hei pool thildieo, though not pooi' 'ind peushmg, 
like mine, without teais , icHistmg on (lie dieadtul 
tonditidii that mine weie leducid to, when pooi 
Amy sent them all into then aiiuLs in tspitalficlds, 
and mil away fiom tliiiii These weie tin oiigiii.d 
springs, oi foemtaiii-head, fioiii win me inv aHei- 
tionate thoughts weie moved to assist this pool 
woman 

When a pool debtoi, having lam long ui the 
Coniptei, Ol Ludgate, oi the' King’s Heneli loi debt, 
atteiwaids gets out, uses ag.uu iii the woild, and 
glows rieh, such a one* is a certain lieiictaetoi to the 
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prisoners there, and perhaps to every piison he passes 
by as long as he lives, for he icincmbers the dark 
days of his own sonow , and even those who never 
had the experience of su(h sorrows to stir up their 
minds to acts of chanty would liave the same cliar- 
itable, gotal disposition did they as sensibly remem- 
ber what it IS that distinguishes them from others 
by a ino’e favouiable and merciful I’lovidence 
This, I sai , w'as, howevei, the spiing of my concern 
for tills honest, friendly, and giateful Quaker, and 
U' 1 lind so plentiful a foitune in the woild, I le 
solved she should taste the flint of her kind usage 
to me 111 a iiiamiei that she could not expect 

All the while I talked to hei I saw the disoider of 
hci niiiid , the sudden )o\ was too miuh foi hci, and 
she (olouied, ticinbled, diangcsl, and at last grew 
jiale, and was indeed ncai fainting, when slie hastily 
lung a little hell for her maul, who coining iii im- 
iiiediatelv, she lieckoned to lici — foi speak she 
could not — to hll her a gl iss of wnc , but she had 
no bieatb to take it in, and was almost choked with 
that wliicli she took in bei mouth I saw she was 
ill, and assisted hei what I loulil, and witli spiiits 
and things to smell to pist kept her horn fainting, 
when she beckoned to hei maid to withdiaw, and 
iminediatelv burst out in civmg, and that relieved 
her When she lecovercd hei self a little she flew to 
me, and throwing hei aims ahoiit my neck, “Oh ' ” 
says she, “ thou hast almost killed me,” and there 
she hung, laying hei head in niv neck for half a 
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quarter of an hour, not able to speak, but sobbing 
like a child that had liecn whipped 

I »a.s very soiiy that I did not stop B little in 
the middle of niv discourse and make her drink a 
glass of wine before it had put her spiiits into such 
a Molent motion , but it was too late, and it was ten 
to one oddi but that it had killed her 

But she came to herself at last, and began to saj 
some vciy good things in return for my kindness I 
w ould not let her go on, but told her I had more to sav 
to hei still than all this, but that I would let it alone 
till another time My meaning was about the bo\ 
of plate, goial part of whiih I gave hei, and some 
I gave to Amy , for 1 had so much plate, and some 
so large, that I tliouglit if I let my husband sec it 
lie might be apt to wondei what occasion I could 
ever have for so much, aiul foi plate of such c kind 
too, as paiticulaily a gieat cisteni (or bottles, wlmh 
cost a huridied and twc‘Mtv pounds, and some 
laige candlesticks too big for anv oidinary use 
These I caused Amy to sell , in short, Amy sold 
above three bundled pounds’ woi-th of plate , what I 
gave the Quaker was woith above sixtv pounds, and I 
gave Amy above thirty pounds’ worth, and yet I had 
a great deal left foi my husband 

Noi did oui kindness to the Quaker end with the 
forty pounds a year, for we weie always, while we 
stayed with her, which w,is above ten months, giving 
hci one good thing or anothei , and, in a word, 
instc-ad of lodging wilti her, she hoarded with us, for 
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I kept the house, and she and all her family ate and 
diank with us, and yet we paid hei the rent of the 
house too , in short, I lemembered my widowhood, 
and I made this widow’s Ijeart glad many a day the 
more upon that account 

And now m\ spouse and I began to think of going 
over to Holland, where I had pjoposed to him to 
live, and in oidci tosettleall the pieliniinaries of oui 
fiituie ninniiei of living, I began to draw in my 
effects, so as to have them all at command upon 
wliiitevei occasion we thought lit, aftei which, one 
iiioiniiig I called iin spouse up to me “ Hark ye, 
sii,’ said I to liiiii, “ I have two veiy weighty ques- 
tions to ask of \ou I don’t know what answer you 
will give to the first, but I doubt you will be able to 
give but a sorrv answer to the other, and yet, I 
assuie you, it is of the l.vst impoitHncc to yourself, 
and towards the futiiie pait of voui life, wlieiever it 
Is to be 

He did not seem to be iiuic li ahii med, because he 
could see 1 was speaking iii a kind of ineiiv way 
“Let’s heal youi questions, my deal,” savs he, “and 
I ’ll mve the best aiiswei 1 can to them ” ' Why, 

Inst,” says I 

“I You have married a wife here, made her a 
lady, and put her lu e\pc“ctation of being something 
else still when she coiiu-, abioad Fray' have you 
examined whethei vou are able to supply all her 
extravagant demands when she comes abroad, and 
maintain an expensive Englishwoman in all her piide 
V OL n — ^ [ 97 ] 
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and vanity? In short, have 30U inquired whether 
you are able to keep hef ^ 

“II You have married a wife here, and given hei 
a great many fine things, and you maintain hei like 
a piineess, and sometimes call her so Pray what 
portion have you had w'lth hei '' what fortune has 
she been to you ? and where does her estate lie, that 
1 ou keep hei* so fine ^ I am afi aid that you keep 
her in a figuie a gieat deal above her estate, at least 
above all that you have seen of it yet Are you sure 
>ou han’t got a bite, and that you have not made a 
beggar a lady ? ” 

“Well,” sa\s he, “have yon any more questions to 
ask '' I^t’s liave them all together, peihaps they 
inav be all arisHered in a few words, as w-ell as these 
two” “No,” says I, “these aie the two gland 
questions — at least for the present ” “ Why, then,” 

says he, “ I’ll answer you in a few woids , that I am 
fully master of my own tircumstantes, and, without 
farthei inquiry, can let my wife you sjieak of know, 
that as I liai e made her a lady 1 can maintain hei as 
a lady, wheievei slie goes with me, and this whether 
I have one pistole of hei portion, or whether she has 
any portion 01 no , and as I have not inquiied 
whethei she has any portion 01 not, so she shall not 
have the less respect showed her from me, or be 
obliged to live iiieanci, 01 be anyways straitened on 
that account , on the tontrarv, if she goes abroad to 
live with me 111 mv own country, I will make hei 
11101 e than a lady, and support the expense of it too, 
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without meddling w I th anything she has, and this, 
I suppose,” sajs he, “contains an answer to both 
youi questions togethei ” 

He spoke this with a great deal more earnestness in 
his rountenante than I had when I proposed mv 
questions, and said a great inan\ kind things upon 
it, os the consequence of former discourses, so that I 
was obliged to be in earnest too “Sly dear,” sajs 
I, “ I was but in jest in m^ questions . but they 
weie proposed to intiodiice what I am going to say 
to you in eainest , namely, that if I am to go abroad, 
tis tune I should let you kno« how things stand, 
and what I have to bung you with jour wite , how 
it IS to be disposed and secured, and the like , niid 
thcrefoie come,” says I, “sit down, and let me show 
you your baigain heie, I hope von will find that 
you have not got a wife without a fortune ” 

He told me then, that since he found I was in 
earnest, he desned that 1 would adjourn it till to- 
moirow, and then we would do as the poor people do 
aftei they marry, feel in then pockets, and see hew 
much money they can bung together in the world 
“Well,” says I, “with all my heait,” and so we 
ended oui talk foi that time 

As this was in the nioiniiig, niy spouse went out 
after dinner to his goldsmith’s, as he said, and about 
three hocus after returns with a poitei and two laige 
boxes with hmi, and his seivant biought another 
box, whicli I obseived was almost as heavy as the 
two that the poiter brought, and made the poot 
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fellow sweat heartil} , he dismissed the porter, and 
in a little while after went out again with his man, 
and returning at night, brought anothei porter with 
more bojes and bundles, and all was earned up, and 
put into a chamber, next to our bedchamber , and in 
the morning he callcxl for n pretty large round table, 
and began to unpack 

When the "boxes weie opened, I found they were 
clnefly full of books, and papers, and parchments, I 
mean books of accounts, and wiitings, and such things 
as were in themselves ot no moment to me, because 
I understood them not , but I peueived he took them 
all out, and spiead them about him upon the table 
and chan-s, and liegan to lie \ei\ busy with them , so 
I withdiew and left him , and he was indeed so bus> 
among them, that he nevei missed me till I had been 
gone a good while, but whem he had gone thiough 
all his pnpcis, and come to open i little bo\, he 
called foi me again “Now,” says he, and called 
me his countess, “I am ready to answpi youi hist 
ipiestum , if you will sit down till I have opened this 
box, we will see how it sbiiids ’ 

So we ojxmed the Imx , Iheie was in it indeed what 
I did nut expect, ten I thought he bad sunk his estate 
lathei than laiscd it, but he pioducec! me in gold 
smiths' bills, and stock in the English East Indi.i 
Company, about sixteen thoiisnnd pounds steihng , 
tlien he gave into inv luiiids nine assignments upon the 
Bank of Lyons iii Fiance, and two upon the icnts 
of the town-house in Pans, aiiiountiiig in the w hole to 
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5800 crowns per annum, or annual rent, a* it is called 
there , and lastly, the sum of 30,000 rixdollars in the 
Bank of Amsterdam , besides some jewels and gold in 
the box to the \.ilue of about £1500 or £1600, 
among «hich was a serj good necklace of pearl of 
about £200 value , and tbnt be pulled out and tied 
about m\ neck, telling me that should not be reckoned 
into the ai count 

I was I'qiiallv pleased and surprised, and it was with 
an inexpressible |Ov that I saw him so iich 

“You might well tell me.” saidX “ that }ou were 
able to make me countess, and maintain me as such ” 
In shoil, lie was immensely iich , foi besides all this, 
he showed me, which was the leason of his being so 
busy among the books, I saj, he showed me seveinl 
adventures he had abioad in the business of his 
meich.uidise as pai ticularly an eighth share in an 
East India ship then abroad, an account-csjiirant 
with a mei chant at Cadi/ in Spain, about £3000 
lent upon botfomn, upon slops gone to the Indies , 
and a huge caigo of goods in a merchants hands, 
foi sale at Lisbon in I’oitugal , so that in his books 
there was about £12,000 more, all which put to- 
gethei, made about £27,000 sterling, and £1320 a 
veai 

I stood ama/cd at this account, as well I might, 
and said nothing to liini foi a good while, and the 
lathei because I saw bun still busy looking over his 
books Aftei a while, as I was going to express my 
wonder, “ Hold, my dear,” says he, “ this is not all 
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neither , ” then he pulled me out some old seals, and 
small paichinent rolls, which 1 did not understand , 
but he told me they weie a right of reversion which 
he had to a paternal estate in his family, and a mort- 
gage of 14,000 nxdollais, which he had upon it, in 
the hands of the piesent possessor . so that was about 
i.^3000 more 

“ But now hold again,'" says he, “ for I must pay 
niy debts out ot all this, and they are veiy great, I 
Hssiiie you ,” and the tiist he said was a black aiticle 
of 8000 pistoles, which he had a lawsuit about at 
Pans, but had it auaided against him, which was the 
loss lie liad told me of, and which made him leave 
Puns 111 disgust, *'hat in other accounts he owed 
about P5300 stcihng, but after all this, upon the 
whole, lie had still L’17,000 clear stock in money, and 
i'lSaO a year in rent 

Aftei some pause, it came to my turn to speak 
“Well,’ says I, “ 't is veiy haid a gentleman with 
suih a fortune as this should come over to England, 
and marry a wife with nothing , it shall nevei,” says 
I, “ be said, but what I have, I 'll bring into the 
public stock," so I began to pioduce 

Fust, I pulled out the mortgage which good Sir 
Robert had procuied for me, the annual rent ^*700 
pel annum , the pniuipal money i?14',000 

Setoiidb, I pulled out another mortgage upon 
land, procured by the same faithful friend, which at 
thi-ee times had advanced P12,000 

Thirdly, I pulled him out a parcel of little secun- 
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ties, procured by seveml hands, by fee-farm rents, 
and such petty mortgages os those times afforded, 
amounting to ^10,800 principal money, and paying 
SIX hundred and thirty-six pounds n-yeai So that 
in the whole there was two tliousand and fifty-six 
pounds a year ready money constantly coming in 

When I had shown liim all these, I laid them 
upon the table, and bade him take them, that he 
might be able to give me an answei to the second 
question. What fortune he had with his wife ? and 
laughed a little at it 

He looked at them awhile, and then handed them 
all back again to me “1 will not touch them,” says 
he, “ nor one of them, till they are all se*^tled in 
tiustees’ hands for youi owm use, and the inanage- 
nient wholly your own ” 

I cannot omit what happened to me while all this 
was acting , though it was cheerful woik in the mam, 
yet I trembled every joint of me, worse foi aught I 
know than evei Delsho/vini did at the handwriting 
on the wall, and the occasion was every way as jiist 
“ Unhappy wretch,” said I to myself, “ shall my ill- 
got wealth, the product of piosperojs lust, and of a 
vile and vicious life of whoredom and adulteiy, be 
intermingled with the honest well-gotten estate of 
this innocent gentleman, to be a moth and a catei- 
pillar among it, and bring the judgments of hearen 
upon him, and upon what he has, foi iny sake ? Shall 
my wickedness blast his comforts Shall I be fire 
in his flax ? and be a means to provoke heaven to 
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curse his blessings God forbid* I’ll keep them 
asunder if it be possible ” 

This IS the true reason »hy I have been so particu- 
lar in the account of niv vast acquired stock , and 
how his estate, which was perhaps the pioduct of 
many years’ fortunate industry, and which was equal 
if not supeiior to mine at best, was, at my lequest, 
kept apait from mine, as is mentioned above 

I have told you how he gave back all niy writings 
into my own hands again “ Well,” says I, “ seeing 
you Hill have it he kept apait, it shall lie so, upon 
one condition, winch I have to propose, and no other ” 
“And what is the condition''” says he “Why,” 
says I, “ all the pretence I can have for the making 
ovei iny own estate to me is, that in case of your 
mortality, I may have it lescivcd foi me, if I outlive 
you ” “ Well,” savs he, “ that is true ” “ But then,” 
said I, “the annual incxjine is always received bv the 
husband, during his life, as ’tis supposed, for the 
mutual subsistence of the family , now,” says I, “ here 
IS i’2000 a year, which I believe is as much as vye 
shall spend, and I dcsiie none of it may be saved , 
and all the income of youi own estate, the inteiest 
of the dt'17,000 and the a yeai, may be con- 

stantly laid by for the incicasc of your estate , and 
so," added I, “ by joining the interest every yeai to 
the capital you will perhaps glow as iich os you 
would do if you were to tiade with it all, if \ou were 
obliged to keep house out of it tex) ” 

He liked the proposal verv well, and said it should 
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be so , and this waj I, in some mcasuie, satisfied niy 
self that I should not bring my husband under the 
blast of a just Piovidenee, for mingling mv cursed 
ill-gotten wealth with Ins honest estate This wfas 
occasioned bv the reflections which, at some certain 
intervals of time, came into my thoughts of the jus- 
tice of heaven, which I had reason to expect would 
some time or other still fall upon me or my effects, 
for the dreadful life I had lived 

And lot nobody com hide fiom the stiange sucies* 
I met with 111 all mv vvcked doings, and the vast 
estate which I had laised by it, that therefore I either 
was happy oi easy No, no, there was a dart stiuik 
into the hvei , there was a secret hell within, even 
all the while, when our jov was at the highest , but 
more especiallv now, after it was all ovei, and when, 
aicoidi.ig to all afipeaiaiue, I was one of the happi- 
est women upon earth , all this while, I say, I had 
such constant terroi upon itn mmcl, as gave me every 
now and then verv teriible shoiks, and which made 
me expect something veiy fiightful upon evciy acci- 
dent of life 

In a woid, it never lightened or thundered, but 
I expected the next flash would penetiate mv vitals, 
and melt the sword (soul) in this scabbaid fit flesh , 
it never blew n stoim of wind, but I expected tlie 
fall of some stack of chimneys, oi ome part ot the 
house, would bury me in its luiiis , and so of otliei 
things 

But I shall perhaps have occasion to speak of all 
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these things again by-and-by , the case before us was 
in a manner settled , we had full four thousand 
pounds per annum for our future subsistence, besides 
a vast sum in [ewels and plate , and besides this, I 
had about eight thousand pounds reserved in money 
which I kept baik fioni him, to piovide for my two 
daughter, of whom I have much yet to say 

With this estate, settled as you have heaid, and 
with the liest husband in the woild, I left England 
again , I had not only, in human prudence, and by 
the nature of the thing, being now mariied and set- 
tled in so glorious a manner, — I say, I had not only 
abandoned all the gay and »i( ked couise whiih I had 
gone tliiough before, but I began to look back upon 
it with that lioiroi and that detestation which is the 
i ei tttin companion, if not the foroi unner, of repentant e 
Soinetiiiies the wonders of iny present tircum- 
stances w'ould work upon me, and I should have some 
raptures upon mi soul, upon the subjOt t of mv coming 
so smoothly out of the arms of hell, that 1 was not 
ingulfed in luin, as most who lead such lives ate, hrst 
oi last , hut this was a flight too high for me , I was 
not foine to that repentance that is raised from a 
sense of Heaven’s goodness , I repented of the crime, 
but it wits of anothei and lowei kind of repentance, 
and rather moved by my feais of vengeance, than 
fiom a sense of being spared fioin being punished, 
and landed safe after a stoim 

The fiist thing which happened after our coming 
to the Hague (where we lodged for a while) was, that 
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my spouse saluted me one morning ivith the title of 
countess, as he said he intended to do. In liacing the 
inheritance to which the honoui was annexed made 
ovei to him It is true, it was a receision, but it 
soon fell, and in the ineantiine, as nil the brothers of 
a count aie called counts, so I had the title bv cour- 
tesy, about thiee years befoie I had it in leality 
I was agreeable surpiised at this coining so soon, 
and would have had my spouse have taken the 
money which it cost him out of iii} stock, but be 
laughed at me, and weni on 

I was now III the lieigbt of my glory and prosperity, 

and I was called the Countess tie , for I had 

obtained that unlooked foi, which I secretly aimed 
at, and was really the niaui reason of my coming 
abroad I took now moie servants, lived in a kind 
of magnilicence that I had not been acquainted with, 
was called “ voui honour” at cveiy woid, and had n 
coionet behind mv coach, thougli at the same tiuie 
I knew little or nothing of my neve pechgice 

The first thing tliat iiiv spouse took upon him to 
manage, was to clc'claie ouiselves maiiied eleven yearn 
befoie our aiiiving in Ilollciiid , and consequently 
to acknowledge oui little son, who was yet in 
England, to be legitimate , older him to be bi ought 
ovei, and added to liis family, and acknowledge him 
to be oui own 

This was done bv giving notice to his people at 
Nimegucn, wheic his childicn (which were two sons 
and a daiighlei) were brought up, that he was come 
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uver from Eoglantl, and that he was arrived at the 
Hague with In'! wife, and should leside there some 
tune, and that he would have his two ,sons biought 
down to see him, which accordingly was done, and 
where I entertained them with all the kindness and 
tenderness that thev could expect from their mothcr- 
in-law , and who pietended to be so ever since they 
were two or thiee years old 

This supposing Us to have been so long niairied 
was not difficult at all, in a country where we had 
been seen togethei about that time, vu , eleven ^eais 
and a half before, and wheie we liad never been seen 
afterwaids till wc now letuincd togethei this being 
seen together was also openlv owned and acknowl- 
edged, of course, b\ oui fnend the inei chant at 
Uottoidain, and also by the people in the house 
wheie we laith lodged iii the same cit\, and whole 
OUI first intimacies began, and who, as it happened, 
were all alive, and therefoie, to make it the moie 
public, we made a tour to Rotleidain again, lodged 
111 the same house, and was visited there by oui 
friend the iiici chant, and iftcrwaiils invited fre- 
quently to his liouse, wheie he treated us veiy 
handsome] V 

This conduct of m\ spouse, and vi liich he managed 
very cleverly, wa* indeed a testiiiioiiv of a wonderful 
degree of honesty and aflectiou to oui little son , for 
it was done purelv foi the sake o( the cliild 

I call it 1111 honest .iltectum, because it was fioiti 
a principle of hoiieslv that he so carnesth concerned 
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himself to prevent the scandal which would other- 
wise haie fallen upon the child, who was itself inno- 
cent . and as it was fioiii this principle of justice 
that he so eariiestl\ solicited me, and conjured me 
by the natural affections of a mother, to marry him 
when it was let loung within me and unborn, that 
the child might not suffei foi the sin ot its father 
and inoHiei , so, though at the same time he leally 
loied me leiy well, set I had reason to believe that 
it was fioin tills principle of justice to the child that 
he came to England again to seek me with design 
to main me, and, is lie called it, save the iniioeeiit 
lamb fioni infann woise than death 

It was with a gist icjiioach to mjself that I must 
lepeat it again, that I had not the same concern tor 
it, though it was the child of inv own hodv, nor 
had I evci the hearty aflec tionate love to the child 
that he had W'h.it the leason of it was I cannot 
tell, and, indeed, I had shown ageneial neglect of 
the child tliiougli all the g.iy \cais ot iiiv London 
revels, except that I sent Amy to look upon it now 
and then, and to [lav foi its iiuisijig , as foi me, I 
scaue saw it foui times in the fust foui years of its 
life, and often wished it would go cjuictly out of the 
woilel , whereas a son which I had hy the jeweller. I 
took a difteient caie of, and showed a different con- 
cern for, though I did not let him know me , for I 
provided veil viell for him, bad him put out very 
well to school, and when he came to years fit for it, 
let him go over with a pcison of honcstv and good 
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business, to the Indies, and aftei he had lived theie 
some tune, and began to ftet for himself, sent him 
ovei the value of i?2000, at several times, with 
which he traded and grew rich , and, as ’t is to be 
hoped, may at last tome over again with forty or 
fifty thousand pounds in his pocket, as many do who 
have not such encouragement at their beginning 

1 also sent him over a wife, a beautiful young 
lady, well-bred, aii exceeding good-natured pleasant 
treatuie , but the nice young fellow did not like her, 
and had the unpudence to write to me, that is, to 
the pci-son I employed to (oiiespoiid with him, to 
send him another, and piomiscd that he would niariy 
hei I had sent him, to a fiiend of his, who liked hei 
licttcr than he did, but I took it so ill, that I would 
not send him another, and withal, stopped anothei 
article of fftOOO which I had appointed to se.id him 
He coiisideted of it afteiwaids, and offered to take 
her. hut then tniH she took so ill the first affront 
he put upon her. that she would not have him, and 
I sent him woid I thooglit she was very much in the 
right However, aftei courting liei two years, and 
some friends iiitei posing, she took him, and made 
him an excellent wife, as I knew' she w'ould, but I 
never sent him the thousand pounds cargo, so that 
he lost that money for intsusing me, and took the 
lady at last without it 

My new spouse and I IivckI a very regular, con- 
templative life, and, in itself, certainly a life filled 
with all human felicity But if I looked upon my 
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present situation with satisfaction, as I certainlv 
did, so, in proportion, I on all occasions looked back 
on formei things vcith detestation, and with the 
utmost affliction , and now', indeed, and not till now, 
those reflections began to prev upon iiiv comforts, 
and lessen the sweets of my other eiijcnnients Thev 
might be said to baie gnawed a hole in mv heart 
befoie, blit now they made a hole quite through it 
now they ate into all my pleasant things, made bittei 
eveiy sweet, and mixed my sighs with evcij smile 
Not all the affluence of a plentiful foitiine, not 
a hundred thousand pounds estate (for, between us, 
we had little less), not hoiioui and titles, attendants 
and equipages , in a woid, not all the things we call 
jileasure, could give me any lelish, or sweeten the 
taste of things to me, at least, not so miith but I 
grew sad, heavy, pensive, and melancholy, slept 
little, and ate little, dieamed conlinually of tlio 
most tngtitfnl and tciiibk things imaginable noth- 
ing but apparitions of devils and monsters, falling 
into gulfs, and off fiom steep and high piecipiies, 
and the like, so th.at in the inorning, when 1 should 
rise, and be* lefieshed with the* blessing of lest, I was 
hag-ridden with frights and teiiible things fonned 
meiclj HI tlie inmginntion, and was eithei tired and 
wanted sleep, oi overrun with ynjiours, ai,id hot fit 
for conversing with inv family, or any one else 

My husband, the teiidercst cieatuie in the woild, 
and paiticularly so to me, was ui gieat concern for 
me, and did everything that lay in his power to 
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comfijrt and restore me, stiove to leason me out 
of it , then tned all the ways possible to divert me 
but it w'as all to no purpose, oi to but very little 
Mv onh relief wa-s sometimes to unbosom myself 
to poor Amy, when she and I wiis alone , and she 
did all she could to cdnifoit me Hut all was to 
little effect theie, for, though Amy was the bettei 
penitent befoie, when we had been in the stoini, 
Amy was )ust whcie she used to be now, a wild, gay, 
loose wretth, and not much the giavei for hei age , 
foi Amy was between foity and fifty by this time 
too 

But to goon with my own stoiy As I had no 
comfortei, so I h.ul no (ouiiselloi , it was well,. as I 
often thought, that I was not a Roman C'atholu , 
foi what a piece of woik should I ha\e made, to 
have gone to a piiest with such a histoiy as I had to 
tell him, and what penaiue would am fatliei con- 
fessor have obliged me tc, peifonii, especially if he 
had been honest, and tiiie to liis office ' 

Howevei, as I bad none of the recouise, so I had 
none of the absolution, b\ which the ciiminal ron- 
fessiiig goes away coiiifoited , but I went about with 
a heal t loaded with ciiiiic. and altogether in the dark 
as to what I was to do, and in this condition I lan- 
guishSd near two ycais I iimy well call it languish- 
ing, foi if Providencf had not lelieyed me, I should 
haye died m little time But of that hereafter 
I must now go back to anothei scene, and join it 
to this end of mv stoiy, which vyill complete all my 
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concern with England, at leo-st all that I shall bnng 
into this ai count 

I ha\e hinted at large what I had done for my two 
sons, one at Messina, and the other in the Indies , 
hut I have not gone through the story of my two 
daughteis I was so in dangei of being known by 
one of them, that I duist not see hei, so as to let hei 
know who I was , and foi the other, I could not well 
know how to see hei, and own her, and let lier see 
me, because she must then know that 1 would not 
let hei sistei know me, which would look stinnge , 
so that, u[)on the whole, I lesohed to see nelthei of 
them at all But Amy managed all that foi me, 
and when she had made gentlewomen of them both, 
by giMiig them a good, though late education, she 
had like to huie blown up the whole tase, and hei- 
self and me too, b\ an unliappv discoiery of beiself 
to the last of them, that is, to hci w ho was our cook- 
maid, and who, as I s,ud before. ,kray' had been 
obliged to tuin away, foi feai of the vei v discovery 
which now happened I haie obseiveci already in 
wliat mamiei Amy managed her by a thud peison , 
and how the girl, when she was set np foi a lady, os 
above, came and visited Ann at my lodgings, after 
which, Amy going, as was her custom, to see the 
giiTs biothei (my sou) at the honest man’s house in 
Spitalhelds, both the girls weie there, merely by ac- 
cident, at the same tune, and the othei giil unawares 
discoveied the secret, namely, that this was the lady 
that had done all this foi them 
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Amv »as {^atlv siitpiised nt it, but as she saw 
there ».is no remedy, "ihe made a jest of it, and so 
lifter that conversed openly, being still satisfied that 
neither of them could make much of it, as long as 
they knew nothing of me So she took them to- 
gether one tune, and told them the history, as she 
called it, of their iiiothei, beginning at the miserable 
carrying them to then aunt’s, she owned she was 
not then mother herself, but desciibed bei to them 
Howevei, when she said she was not their mother, 
one of them exp'^essed herself icry much surpiised, 
for the gni had taken up a stiong faiity that Amy 
was really her mother, and that she h.id, for sonye 
parliciilai reasons, co/i<ealed it fioiii her, and there- 
fore, when she told hci frankly that she was not her 
mother, the giil fell a-(iying, and Amv had muih 
ado fo keep life in hci 'Ihis was the girl who was 
at first iiiy took-niaid in the F,ill Mall When Amv 
had brought liei to again a little, and she had le- 
covered hei first disoider, Amv asked what ailed hei ^ 
the poor gill hung ahout hei, and kissed hei, and 
was in such a p.ission still, though she was a great 
weiieh of nineteen oi twenty years old, that she 
<ould not be biouglit to speak a great while At 
last, having lecoveicd hei speech, she said still, 
“But oh' do not sav you a’n’t my mothei ' I’m 
sure voii aie my mothei , ” and then the girl tiled 
again like to kill herself Amy could not tell what 
to do with her a good while, she was loth to sav 
again she was not her mothei, because she would not 
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throw her into a fit of eiying again , but she went 
lound about a little with her “Why, child,” says she, 
“ why would you have me lie your mother? If it be 
because I am so kind to you, be easy, my dear,” says 
Amy , “ I ’ll be as kind to you still, as if I was your 
mothei ” 

“ Ay, but,” says the giil, “I am sure you are my 
raothci too, and what have I done that you won’t 
own me, and tliat you will not be called my mother'' 
Though I am piooi, you have made me a gentle- 
woman,” says she, “and I won’t do anything to dis- 
grace you, besides,” added she, “I can keep a 
secret, too, especially foi my own mothei, sure,” 
then she c.alls Amy lici doai motbci, and hung about 
her neck again, cning still yehemcntly 

This last pait of the girl’s woids alarmed Amv, 
and, as she told me, flighted her teiribK , nay, she 
was so confounded with it, th.at she was not able to 
govein heisclf, 01 to conceal hei disoider fiom the 
gill herself, as you shall hear Amy was at a full 
stop, and confused to the last dcgiee , and the giil, a 
shaip jade, turned it upon hei “ My dear mother,” 
says she, “do not be uneasy abmit iL, I knoyv d all, 
but do not be uneasy I won’t let my sister know a 
w'oid of it, or my biothei either, wythmit yon giving 
me leave, but don’t disown me now yon have found 
me , don’t hide yourself from me any longer, I can’t 
beai that,” says she, “it will bicnk my heart” 

“ I think the girl ’s mad,” says Amy, “why, child, 
I tell thee, if I was thy mothei I would not disown 
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thee , don’t you see I am as kind to you as if I was 
your mother ? ” Amy might as well hare sung a 
song to a kettledrum, as talk to her “ Yes,” says 
the girl, “ vou aie leiy good to me indeed,” and 
that was enough to make anybody believe she was 
her mothei too, but, however, that was not the 
case, she had other reasons to believe, and to know, 
that she was her mothei , and it was a sad thing she 
would not let her call hei mother, who was hei own 
child 

Amy was so heart-full with the disturbance of it, 
that she did not enter farther with her into the 
inqum, as she would otherwise have done. I mean, 
a* to what made the girl so positive , but comes 
away, and tells me the whole stoiy 

I was thunderstruck with the stor> at hist, and 
much more afterwards, as you shall heai , but, I sav, 
I was thunderstiuck at first, and amazed, and said 
to Amy, “Tlieie must be something or othei in it 
more than we know of” But, having examined 
taithei into it, I found the giil had no notion of 
anybody but of Amy , and glad I was that I was 
not concerned in the pretence, and that the giil had 
no notion of me in it But even this easiness did 
not continue lon^ . foi the next time Amy went to 
see her, she was the same thing, and rathei moie 
violent with Aiiiv than she v\,is before Amy en- 
deavoured to pacifv her bv all the wavs imaginable 
first, she told hei she took it ill that she would not 
believe her , and told her, if she would not give over 
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such a foolish whimsey, she would leave her to the 
wide world as she found her 

This put the girl into fits, and she eiied leadv to 
kill herself, and hung about Amj again like a child 
“Why,” says Amy, “why can you not be easy with 
me, then, and compose yourself, and let me go on to 
do you good, and show you kindness, as I would 
do, and as I intend to do-’ Can you think that it I 
was your mother, I would not tell you so H What 
whimsey is this that possesses youi iiiiiid''” says 
Amy Well, the girl lold hei in a few woids (but 
those few such as flighted Amy cut of hei wits, and 
me too) that she knew well enough how it was “ I 

know,” says she, “when you left ,” naming the 

yillage, “where I lived when my latlier went away 
fiotn Us all, that you went over to Fiance , I know 
that too, and who vou went with,” says the gill , 
“did not iiiv Ijidy Roxana come back again with 
vou ^ I know it all well enough though I was but 
a child, I have heaicl it all” And thus she run on 
with such discourse as put Amy out ot all temper 
again , and she laved at hei like a bedlam, and told 
her she would never come near hei any moie , she 
might go a-begging again if she would , she’d have 
nothing to do with hci Tlie girl, a passionate 
wench, told hei she knew the woist of it, she could 
go to service again, and if she would not own liei 
own child, she must do as site pleased , tlicii she fell 
into a passion of crying agiiiii, as if she would kill 
herself 
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In bhort, this gill’s conduct terrified Amy to the 
last degree, and me too, and was it not that we 
knew the giil was quite wioiig in some things, she 
was yet so light in some other, that it gave me a 
great deal of peiplexity , but that which put Amy 
the most to it, was that the girl (my daughter) told 
her that she (meaning me, her inothei) had gone 
away with the jeweller, and into Fiance too , she did 
not (all him the jeweller, but with tlie landlord of the 
house , who, after hei mother fell into distress, and 
that Amy had taken all the dnldren from hei, made 
much of hei, and atteiwaids niained her 

111 shoit, it was plain the giil had but a bioken 
account of things, but yet that she had leceued 
some accounts that had a leality in the bottom of 
them, so that, it sc(‘ins, our first niensures, and the 
amour with the jewellei, were not so concealed as 
I thought they had lieen , and, it seems, came in 
a biokcn manner to my sister-in-law, who Amy 
(allied the cliddicn to, and she iimde some bustle, 
it seeiiis, about it But, as good link was, it was 
too late, and I was removed and gone, none know 
iiintlier, oi else she would have sent all tlie childien 
home to me again, to be sure 

This we picked out of the gnl’s discourse, that is 
to sav, Amy did, at seveinl times, but it all con- 
sisted of biokcn fiagnieiits of stones, such as the 
gill liei .elf had heard so long ago, that she heiself 
could make veiy little of it, only that nl the main, 
that her mother had played the w hore , had gone 
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away with the gentleman that «as laiidloid of the 
house , that he married hei , that she went into 
France And, as she had learned in my family, 
wheie she was a servant, that Mis Amy and her 
Lady Roxana had been in Frame together, so she 
put these things together, and joining them with 
the great kindness that Amy now showed her, 
possessed the cicatuic that Amy was leally her 
mother, nor was it jiussiblc for Amy to conquer it 
foi a long time 

Rut this, aftei I had seaubed into it, as far as by 
Amy's lelation I could get an account of it, did not 
disquiet me hall so miirb as that the young slut had 
got the name of Roxana b\ the end, and that she 
knew who her Lady Roxuia was, and the like, 
though this, ncithei, did not hang together, for then 
she would not have fixed upon ■Vniy foi hei iiiothei 
But some time after, when Amy hrid almost per- 
suaded her out of it, and that the giil began to be 
so confounded in hei discoiiiscs of iL, th if she made 
neither head noi tail, at last the passionate' cieature 
flew out in a kind of rage, ami said to Ainv, that if 
she was not hei mothei. Madam Roxana was her 
mother then, foi one of them, she was sme, was tier 
inothei , and then all this that Amv hid done foi 
hei was by Madam Roxana's oidti “And I am 
sure,” says she, “it was iny Lady Roxana’s coach 
that biought the gentlewoman, whoeier it was, to 
my uncle's in bpitalfields, foi the coai liman told me 
so” Amy fell n-laughing at hei aloud, as was hei 
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usual waj , but, as Arav told me, it was but on one 
Bide of her mouth, for she *'as so confounded at 
her discourse, that she was ready to sink into the 
ground , and so was I too when slie told it me 

However, Amy brazened her out of it all , told 
her, “ Well, since you think you are so high-born as 
to be iny Lady Roxana’s daughter, you may go to 
her and claim your kindred, can't you ^ I suppose,” 
sajs Amy, “ you know wheie to hnd her ^ ” She said 
she did not question to find hei, foi she knew where 
she was gone to live privately , but, though, she 
might be removed again, “ Foi I know how it is,” 
says she, with a kind of a smile oi a giin , “I know 
how it all lb, well enough ” 

Amy was so provoked, that she told me, in short, 
she hegan to think it would he absolutely necessary 
to murder her That expression filled me with 
horioi, all niv blood ran chill in mv veins, and a fit 
of tiembling seized me, that I could not speak a 
good while , at last, “What, is the devil in vou, 
Arav^” said I “ Nav, nav,” savs she, “let it lie 
the devil or not the devil, if I thought she knew one 
tittle of your history', I wouhl despatch her if she 
were mv own daughtei a thousand times” “And 
I,” savs I III a rage, “ as well as I love you, would 
be the hist that should put the halter about your 
neck, and see you hauged with more satisfaction than 
ever I saw you in my life, nay,” says I, “you would 
not live to lie hanged, I believe I should cut your 
throat with my own hand , I am almost readv to do 
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A,” said I, “ os 't IS, foi youi but nniiiiug the thing ” 
With that, I called her cursed devil, and bade her 
get out of the room 

I think it Mas the hist time that ever I Ma-s angl} 
with Arnv in all ni\ life, and when all was done, 
though she was a dec dish |ade in having such a 
thought, vet it was all ot it the ettect of hei excess 
of affection and hdelity to me 

But this thing gave me a teiiible shock, foi it 
happened just attei I was inaiiied, and served to 
hasten my going ovci to Holland , foi I would not 
have been seen, so as to be known b\ tfie name of 
Roxana, no, not foi ten thousand pounds , it would 
have been enough to have ruined me to all intents and 
purposes with my husband, and everybody else too. 
I might as well have Ix-en the “German piincess” 
Well, I set Amv to woik , and give Amy her due, 
she set all her wits to woik ti) Hnd out winch way 
this gill had her knowledge, but, moic particularly, 
how much knowledge she had — that is to say, what 
she leally knew, and what slie itid not know, foi this 
was the main thing with me, how she could say she 
knew who Madam Roxana was, and what notions 
she had of that affaii, was verj' mysterious to me, 
for it was ceitain she could not have a right notion 
of me, because she would have it be that Amy was 
her mothei 

I scolded heartily at Amv foi letting the girl ever 
know her, that is to sav, know her in this affair, foi 
that she knew her could not lie Jiid, because she, as 
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I iiiiglit sav, served Amy, oi rather under Amy, in 
mv family, as is said before, but she (Amy) talked 
with hei at first by another person, and not by 
herself , and that secret came out by an accident, as 
I haie said above 

Ain\ was concerned at it as well as I, but could 
not help it , and though it gave us great uneasiness, 
yet, as there was no rcmedv, we were bound to 
make as little noise of it as we could, that it might 
go no fartliei 1 bade Amy punish the girl for it, 
and she did so, fot she parted with her in a huff, and 
told her she should see she was not her mother, foi 
that she could leave her just wheie slie found her, 
and seeing she could not be content to be served by 
the kindness of a friend, but that she would needs 
make a mother of her, she would, foi the future, be 
neither mother or friend, and so bid her go to service 
again, and lie a diudge as she was before 

The poor gill cricKl most lamentablv, but would 
not be beaten out of it still but that which diimb- 
foundered x\inv more than all the rest was that 
when slie had lated the poor girl a long time, and 
could not beat her out of it, and had, as I have 
observed, thieateiied to leave her, the girl kept to 
what she said befoie, and put this turn to it again, 
that she was suie, if Amy wa’n't, my Lady Roxana 
was her mothei, and that she would go find her out , 
adding, that she made no doubt but she could do it, 
for she knew where to inquire the name of her new 
husband • 
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Amy Lame home with this piece of news in her 
mouth to me I could easily perceive when she came 
in that she was mad in her mind, and in a rage at 
something or other, and was in great pain to get it 
out, for when she came first in, my husband was in 
the room However, Amy going up to undiess her, 
I soon made an excuse to follow hei, and tomiiig 
into the room, “ What the d — 1 is the mattei, 
Amv''” says I, “I am sure you have some bad 
news” “ New'h,” says Amy aloud, “ay, so I have , 
I thinls the d — 1 is in that young wench She’ll 
luin us all and herself too, there’s no quieting 
hei ” So she went on and told me all the paitieu- 
lars, but sine nothing was so astonished as I was 
when she told me that the girl knew ] was mained, 
that she know my hushand’s name, and would en- 
deavoui to find me out I thought I sliould have 
sunk down at the veiy words In the middle of all 
my ama/,einent, Amv staits up and runs about the 
room like a distracted hexly “1 ’ll put an end to it, 
that I will, I can’t lieai it — I must murder her, 

I ’ll kill the li , ” and swen»-s b\ her Maker, in 

the most senovis tone in the woilcl, and then lepeated 
it ovei thiee or toui times, walking to and again in 
the room “I will, in short, I will kill her, if there 
was not another wench in the world ” 

“Piithee hold thy tongue, Amy,” says I, “why, 
thou ait mad” “Ay, so I am,” says she, “staik 
mad , but I ’ll be the death of hei for all that, and 
then I shall be sober again ” “ But you sha’n’t,” 
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sajs I, “ jou sha'n’t hurt a hair of her head , why, 
you ought to tx. hanged for what you have done 
already, foi having resolved on it is doing it, as to 
the guilt of the fax-t you are a niurderet already, as 
much as if you had done it ali-eady ” 

“ I kiion that,” says Amy, “ and it can be no 
wol^e, I’ll put vou out of your pain, and hei too, 
she shall never challenge you for hei inotliei in this 
woild, vvhatevoi she may in the next ’ “ Well, well,” 

says I, “ be quiet, and do not talk thus, I can't bear 
it ” So she grew a little sobcier aftei a while 

I must acknowledge, the notion of being dis- 
covered earned with it so uiaiiy fiightful ideas, and 
huiiicd Illy thoughts 'o imith, thatl was scarce my- 
self any inoie than Amy, so dreadful a thing is ii 
load of guilt upon the mind 

\iid yet when Amy began the second time to 
talk thus abominably of killing the pool child, of 
niiiideriiig liei, and swoie by liei Makei that she 
would, so that I licgaii to see that she was in earnest, 
I was fai thei tciiitied a great deal, and it helped to 
bung me to myself again in otfici cases 

We laid om heads logethei tlicrn to see if it was 
possible to discovii by what means she had learned 
to talk so, and how she (I mean niy giil) uime to 
know that hci mother hud mariietl a husband , but it 
would not do, the girl would acknowledge nothing, 
and gave Imt a very impeifect account of things 
still, being disgusted to the last degiee with Amy’s 
leaving hoi so ahiuptlv ns she did 
[ 12-t ] 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 


Well, Amy went to the house where the boy was , 
but it was all one, theie they had only heard a ton- 
fused story of the lady somebody, the\ knew not 
who, which the same wench had told them, but they 
gave no heed to it at all Amy told them how 
foolishly the girl had acted, and how she had carried 
on the whinisey so fai, in spite of all they could say 
to her, that she had taken it so ill, she would see 
hei no more, and so she might e’en go to sernte 
again if she would, for she (Amy) would have 
nothing to do with hei unless she humbled heiself 
and changed hci note, and tliat quukly too 

The good old geiitleiiiaii, wlio had been the bene- 
factor to Hiein all, was greatly conceined at it, and the 
good woman Ills wife was giicyed beyond all expicss- 
ing, and liegged hit ladyship (iiienning Amy), not to 
lesciit it , they promised, too, they would talk with hei 
about it, and the old gentlewoman added, with some 
aslonisliment, “huie slic cannot lie such a fool but 
she will be puaailcd with to hold her tongue, when 
she lias it tioni yoin own mouth that you aie not hei 
iiiotliei, and sees that it disobliges your ladyship to 
Imie liii insist upon it” And so Amy came away 
witli sonic exiiectatioii tliul it would be stopped heie 
Hot till gnl was such a fool for all tliat, and 
peisi-,ted 111 it obstinately, iiotw itbstaiiding all tliev 
loiild say to hei , ii.iy, hei sistei begged and cn- 
tieated liei not to play the fool, foi that it would 
luiii liei too, and that the lady (meaning Amy) 
would abandon them both 
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Well, iiotuitiistaiiding this, she insisted, I say, 
upon it, and winch was woise, the longei it lasted 
tlie more she Ix'gan to diop Ainv's ladyship, and 
would haie it that the Lady Roxana was her 
mother, and that she had made some incjniries about 
it, and did not doiitit but she should find her out 

When it w'as come to this, and we found there 
was nothing to lie done with the giil, but that she 
was so obstinatel} bent upon the search after me, 
that she ventuied to torteit all she had in \iew , I 
sa\, when I toiiiid it was come to this, I began to 
1)0 more sciious in in\ piepaiations of my going 
Ixwond sea, and jiarticiilaily, it gace me some reason 
to feai that thcie was something in it But the 
following lucident put me beside all my measures, 
and stiuck me into tlie greatest confusion that ever 
I was in m\ life 

I was so near going abroad that my spouse and 
I bad tnkc'ii measnies for cmr going off . and because 
I would 1 h' sure not to go too piitilic, but so as to 
hike awii\ all jio^si bilitv of lieing seen, I had made 
some iiccfption to mv spouse against going in the 
oidinaiy public p issage boats My pretence to him 
was tlie piomisc nous trowels in those vessels, want 
of eoiULiiieiiee, and tlie like So he took the hint, 
and found nii out nn English meichant-ship, which 
was ImiuiiiI fill Rcittcid.mi, unci getting soon ac- 
ciuaintecl with the mast ei, he lined his whole ship, 
that is to sav. Ins gieiit eubin, foi I do not mean 
his ship for height, that so we had all the conven- 
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lences possible for our passage, ami all things being 
near readi, he brought home the captain one (lav 
to dinnei vcitli him, that I might see him, and be 
acquainted a little «ith him So we came after 
dinner to talk of the ship and the conveniences on 
board, and the captain pressed me earnestlv to come 
on board {ind see the ship, intimating that he would 
treat us as well as he could, and in discourse I hap- 
pened to sa^' I hoped he had no othei passengeis 
He said no, he had not, but, he sniil, his wife had 
courted him a good while to let her go ovei to 
Holland with him, foi he always used that tiade, 
but he never could think of ventunng all he had 
in one bottom, but if I went with him he thought 
to take her .ind her kinswoman along with him tins 
vovagc, that they might both wait upon me , and 
so added, that if we would do Viiiri the honour to 
dine oil boaid the next dav, he would hiiiig his wife 
on boaid, the bettei to make us welcome 

Who now could have Irelieved the devil had any 
snare at the bottom of all this or that I was in anv 
danger on such , an occasion, so leniote and out ot the 
way as this was ? But the event was the oddest that 
could be thought ot As it happened, Amy was not 
at home when we acxepted this invitation, and so she 
was left out ot the coinpaiiv , hut instead of Ainv, we 
took our honest, good-humoured, nevcr-to-bc-oniitted 
fiiend the Quakci, one of the best creatuies that evei 
lived, sure, and who, besides a thousand good qualities 
unmixed with one bad one, was particulaily excellent 
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for being the best tompanv in the world , though I 
think I had carried Amy too, 'f she had not been 
engaged in this unhappy girl’s affair For on a. sudden 
the girl was lost, and no news was to be heaid of her , 
and Amy had hauntwl her to eieri' place she could 
think of, that it was likely to find her in , but all the 
news she could heai of her was, that she was gone to 
an old comrade’s house of hers, which she called sister, 
and wlio was iiiamed to a mastei of a ship, who lived 
at RwliiH , and even this the jade never told me It 
seems, when this giil w,is duected by Amy to get her 
some breeding, go to the boarding-school, and the like, 
she was reconinieuded to a Ixiaiding-school at Cainbei - 
well, and tlioie she coiiti acted an aicpmintaiice with a 
veiling ladv (so thev aic all uillcd), hc*i liedfellow, that 
they called sisteis, and promised never to bleak off 
their acuuninlance 

Hut judge \ou what an luioi countable snrpnse I 
must be 111 when I laiiic on board the ship and was 
biought into the captain’s cabin, or what they call 
it, the great cabin ot tlie ship, to see his lady or wife, 
and another young person with her, who, when I came 
to see her near hand, was iiii old cook-maid in the 
Pall Mall, and, as appeared In the sequel of the 
storv, was neither iiiciic or lev, than niyown daughter 
That I knew her was out of doubt, for though she 
hod not had oppoi tuiiity to sck me veiy often, yet I 
hod often seen her, as I must needs, being in my own 
family so long 

If ever I bad necal of courage, and a full presence 
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of mind, it was now, it was the only \aluable 
secret ui the woild to me, all depended upon this 
occasion , if the jprl knew me, I was undone , and to 
distovei any surpiise oi disoider had been to make 
her know me, oi guess it. and distove' hei-self 

I was once going to feign a swooning and fainting 
awa\,and so falling tin the ground, oi floor, put them 
all into a liuri v and fi ight, and h\ that means to get an 
oppoitunity to he coiitiiiuallv holding soinetliing to 
mv nose to smell to, aiul so hold my hiind oi my 
handkeichief, or both, befoie my mouth , then pie- 
tend I could not beai the smell of the sliip, oi the 
closeness of the cabin But that would liave been 
only to remove into a cleaier an upon the quaitci- 
deck, where we should, with it, have had a dealer 
light too , and if I had pietcnded tlie smell of the 
ship, it would have seived only to have lariied us all 
on shoie to the captain’s house, which was liaid by , 
foi the ship lay so dose to the shoic, that we only 
walked over a jilank to go on hoard, and over 
aiiothei ship whidi lay within her . so this not 
appealing feasible, and the thought not being two 
minutes old, there was no time, foi the two ladies 
rose up, and we saluted, so that I was humid to tome 
so neai my girl as to kiss hei, which I would not have 
done had it been possible to have avoided it, but theie 
w as no room to escape 

I cannot hut take notice here, that notwithstand- 
ing there was a secret horroi upon iny mind, and I 
was ready to sink when I came dose to hei to salute 
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her, jet it wiis a seciet inconceivable pleasuie to me 
when I kis'>ed her, to know that I kissed mj own 
child, injr own flesh and blood, boin of my body, and 
who 1 had never kissed since I took the fatal farewell 
of them all, with a million of teals, and a heart almost 
dead with giief, iihen Amy and the good woman 
took them all away, and went^ith them to Spital- 
fields No pen can describe, no woids can express, 
1 saj, the stiange iiiipiession which this thing made 
upon mv spiiits 1 felt something shoot thiough 
mj blood, inv heart fliitteied, mj head flashed, and 
was di/zj, and all within me, as I thought, turned 
about, and iiiuch ado I had not to abandon niys>elf 
to ail excess of passion at the fust sight of her, much 
nioie when niy lips touched her lace 1 thought I 
must have lakc'ii her in mi arms ,ind kissed her again 
B thousand tunes, wbetlui I would or no 

Hut I roused up ui\ |u(lgmcut, .ind shook it off, 
and with infinite uneasiness in inv iiund. I sat down 
Yon will not wonder it upon this surpnse I was not 
concei sable for some niiiuit<s, and that the disorder 
had almost discoseied itsi-lf 1 had a complication 
of severe things upon me, I could not conceal my dis- 
order witlioiit the utmost difficultv, and jet upon mj' 
concealing it dependexi the w’hole of ini prosperity , 
so I used all iiiailiiei cef violciice with myself to pre- 
vent the iiiiscluef which was at the door 

Well, I saluted lici, but as I went fust forward to 
the captain's ladj, who was at the farther end of the 
cabin, towards the light, I had the occasion offered 
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to stand with my back to the light, when I turned 
about to her, who stood more on my left hand, so 
that she had not a fair sight of me, though I was 
so iieai hei 1 tiemblcd, and knew neither what I 
did oi said, I was in the utmost extiernity', between 
so many jiarticulai < ircuinstaiiLes as lay upon me, 
toi I was to toneeal m\ disordei fioin everybody at 
the utmost peiil, and at the same time expected 
eveivbodv would discern it I was to expeit she 
would discover that she knew me, and vet was, bv 
all means possible, to pievent it I was to conceal 
111 \ self, if possible, and yet had not the least room to 
do anything towards it In short, theie was no 
retreat, no shifting anything oft, no avoiding or 
preventing liei having a full sight of me, nor was 
there any couiitei felting niv voice, for then my 
husband would have peiceived it In short, there 
was not the least circuinstaiue that ofleied me any 
assistance, oi any favourable thing to help me in 
this exigence 

Aftci I had been upon the r.ack for neai half-an- 
houi, doling which I appe,ared stiff and reserved, and 
a little too foi mal, my spouse and the captain tell 
into discouises about the ship and the sea, and busi- 
ness remote fiom us women , and by -aiid-by the cap- 
tain earned bun out upon the i]uartei-deck, and left 
us all bv oiii selves in the great eabin Then we be- 
gan to be a little freer one with anotl)ei,and I began 
to be a little revived by a sudden fain v of my own — 
namely, I thought I perceived that the girl did not 
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know me, and the ihief leason of my having such a 
notion was because I did not pcneive the least dis- 
order 111 her (ountenanec, oi the least change in her 
carnage, no confiisioti, no hesitation in hei discourse , 
noi, which I had niv e\e piirtuiilaily upon, did I 
obseive that she fixed lici eves much upon me, that 
IS to sai, not singling me out to look steadily at me, 
ns I thought would h.iie tieen the cose, but that she 
ratlici singled out iin tiiend the Qiiakei. and chatted 
with her on scscial things but I observed, too, that 
it was all alanit iiiditleieiit matters 

'nils greatly eiuouiaged me, and 1 began to be a 
little checiful, but I was kniM ked down again as 
with a tliundeixlap, when tuiniiig to the captain’s 
wife, and discoui-siiig of me, she said to her, “ Sister, 
I cannot but think iny ladv to be very much like 
such a {K-’ison ” Then she named the peison, and 
the captain's wife said she thought so too The girl 
replied again, she was sine she had seen me before, 
but she could not recollect where , I aiisueied (though 
her speech was not diicctc'd to me) that I fancied she 
hod not sc-en me Ijctore in Eiiglaiicl, but asked if she 
had lived in Ilollaiul She said. No, no, she had 
never been ciut of England, and 1 added, that she 
could not then have known me m England, unless it 
was vciv lateh, loi I liad lived at Rotteidam a great 
while Tills c.uiied me out of that part of the broil 
pietty well, and to make it go off better, when a 
little Hutch liov came into the cabin, who belonged 
to the captain, and who I easily perceived to be 
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Dutch, I jested and talked Dutch to him, and was 
iiierrj about the bo\, that is to say, as merry os the 
toiisteriicition I was still in would let me be 

Howevci, I began to be thoioughly consulted bv 
this time chat the girl did not know me, which sins 
an infinite satisfaction to me, or, nt least, that though 
she had some notion of me, vet that she did not 
think anything aliout my being who I was, and 
which, pcihaps, she would hase been as glad to base 
known as I would have been suipnsed if she had, 
indeed, it was evident that, had she suspected any- 
thing of the tiuth, she would not have been able to 
have concealed it 

Thus this meeting went off, and, you may be sure, 
I was resolved, it once I got off of it, she should 
never sec me again to revive hei fancy , but I was 
mistaken there too, as you shall hen After we had 
been on hoaid, the captain’s lady cairied us home to 
her house, which was but just on shoie, and tieated 
us theie again veiy handsomely, and made us promise 
that we would come again and sec her before wc went 
to conceit oui aft'aiis tor the voyage and the like, for 
she assured us that both she and her sister went the 
voyage at that time foi our cannpany, and I thought 
to myself, “Then you’ll iievei go tlie voyage at all 
foi 1 saw fiTim that iiiumclit that it would be no vvay 
convenient for niy ladyship to go with them, for that 
frequent conveisaition might bung me to her mind, 
and she would ceitainly claim her kindred to me in 
a few days, as indeed would have been the case 
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It IS hardly possible for me to conceive what would 
have been oui pait in this affair had niy woman Amy 
{{one with me on IkiukI this ship , it had certainly 
blown up the whole affair, and I must foi ever after 
base been this foul's \assal, that is to say, have let 
her into the secret, and trusted to her keeping it too, 
or have lx“en exposed and undone The very thought 
hlled me with hoiioi 

Hut I was not so unhappy neithei, as it fell out, 
tor Aiiiv was not with iis, and that was my delner- 
anie indeed , yet we had another chance to get ovei 
still As I resoKed to put off the voyage, so I re- 
solved to put off the visit, you may be suie, going 
upon tills piiiiciple, namely, that I was fixed in it 
Ihiit the gill hud seen hci last ot me, and should 
never see me nioie 

Ilowevei, to bung myself well off, and, withal, to 
sei', it I could, a littk fai thoi into tlie ni.itter, I sent 
iiiy friend the Quaker to tlic laptaiif' lady to make 
the visit pioniised, and to make m\ excuse that I 
could not possiblv wait on her. foi that I was very 
iiukIi out of oidei , and in tlie end of the discourse 
I bade hei insinuate to them that she was afiaid I 
sliould not be able to get readv to go tlie vovage as 
soon as the captain would be obliged to go, and that 
peiliaps wc might put it off to his next voyage 1 
did not let the Quaker into any othei reason for it 
than that I was indisposed, and not knowing what 
other face to put upon that puit, I mode her believe 
that I thought I was a-breeding 
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It was easy to put that into hei head, and she of 
course hinted to the eaptaiii’s lady that she found 
me so very ill that she was afraid I would mis- 
cany, and then, to be sure, 1 could not think ot 
going 

She went, and she managed that part veiv dexLei- 
ously, as I knew she would, though she knew not a 
woid of the grand reason of my indisposition, but 
I Has' all sunk and dead-heat ted again when she told 
me she could not understand the meaning of one 
thing in hei visit, namely, that the young woman, as 
she called her, that was with the captain’s lady, and 
who she called sister, was most impertinently iiujuisi- 
tive into things , ns who I was ? how long I hud been 
111 England? w hei e I had lived? and the like , and 
that, above all the icst, she inijiiired if I did not live 
once at the othei end of the town 

“I thought hei iiu|uiiies so out of the way,” snys 
the lioiiest Quaker, “ that I gave hei not the least 
satisfaction , but as I saw by thv answeis on board 
the ship, when she talked of thee, that thou didst 
not incline to let her be ocquainled with thc-e, so I 
was resolved that she should not be much the wiser 
for oie , and when she asked me if thou ever lived’st 
here or there, I always said. No, but that thou wast 
.1 Dutch lady, and was going home again to thy 
family, and lived abroad " 

I thanked her very heartily f'oi that pait, and 
indeed she served me in it nioie than I let her know 
she did m a word, she thwarted the girl so cleverly, 
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that if she had known the whole affair she could not 
have done it lietter 

But, I must acknowledge, all this put me upon the 
lack again, and I was quite discouraged, not at all 
doubting but that the jade had a light scent of things, 
and that she knew and remeinbeied my face, but had 
artfully concealed hei knowledge of me till she might 
jierhnjis do it more to my disadvantage I told all 
this to Amy, for she was all the relief 1 had The 
pool soul (Amy) was ready to hang heiself, that, as 
she said, she had been the occasion of it all , and 
that if I was mined (which was the word I always 
used to hei ), she had ruined me , and she toi mented 
herself about it so much, that I was sometimes fain 
to comfort her and myself too 

What Amy vexed heiself at was, chiefly, that she 
should be sui prised so by the giil, as she called her , 
I mean surprised into adiscoveiv of hei self to the 
gill , which indeed was a false step of Amy’s, and so 
1 had often told her But it yvas to no puipose to 
talk of that now, the business was, how to get clear 
of the gill’s suspicions, and of the giil tcK), lot it 
looked more threatening eieiy day than other, and 
it 1 was unecLsy at what Aniv had told me of her 
lainhling and lattling to hei (Amy), I had a thou- 
sand times as 111111 h leasoii to be uneasy now, when 
she had chopped upon me so unhappily os this , and 
not only hod sc'eii iiiy face, hut knew too whei'e I 
lived, what name I went by, and the like 

And I am not come to the worst of it yet neither, 
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for a few days after my fiiend the Quakei had made 
hei visit, and excused me on the account of indis- 
position, as if they had done it in over and aboie 
kindness, because the\ had been told I was not well, 
they come both diiectly to my lodgings to visit me 
the captain’s wife and mv daughter (who she called 
sister), and the captain, to show them the place , the 
captain only bi ought them to the door, put them 
in, and went away upon some business 

Had not the kind Quaker, in a lucky moment, 
come running in liefoie them, they had not onlv 
clapped in upon me, in the parloui, as it had been a 
suipnse, but which would have been a thousand 
times worse, had seen Amv with me , I think if tlijit 
had happened, I had had no lemedy but to take the 
girl by heiself, and have made myself known to her, 
which would have been all distiac tioii 

But the Quaker, a lucky creature to me, hap- 
pened to see them come to the dooi, befoie they 
rung the bell, and instead of going to lit them in, 
came lunniiig in with some confusion in her coun- 
tenance, and told me who was a-con’ing, at which 
Amy mil first and I after her, and bid the Quaker 
come up as soon as she had let them in 

I was going to bid hei deny me, but it came into 
my thoughts, that liaviiig been repiesentcd so much 
out of Older, it would have looked very odd , be- 
sides, I knew the honest Quaker, though she would 
do anything else foi me, would not he for me, and it 
would have been hard to have desired it of her 
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After she had let them iii, and brought them into 
the parlour, she came up to Amy and I, who were 
hardly out of the fright, and yet weie congratulating 
one another that Amy was not surprised again 

They paid their s'isit in form, and I received them 
as formally, hut took occasion two or three times to 
hint that I was so ill that I was aft aid I should not 
he able to go to Holland, at least not so soon as the 
captain must go off , and made my compliment how 
sorry I was to be disappointed of the advantage of 
then company and assistance m the voyage , and 
sometimes 1 talked as if I thought I might stay till 
the captain retuiricd, and would lie ready to go 
again , then the Quakei put in, that then I might 
lie too fai gone, meaning with child, that I should 
not ventuie at all , and then (as if she should be 
pleased with it) added, she hoped I would stay and 
he in at her house , so as this cnirieJ its ow'ii lace 
with it, ’t was well enough 

But it was now high time to talk of this to my 
hushftnd, which, however, was not the gieatest dif- 
hiultv before me , foi after this and other that had 
taken up some time, the young fool began her tattle 
again , and two oi three times she bi ought it in, 
that I was so like a lady that she had the honour to 
know at the othei end of the town, that she could 
not put that lady out of hci mind when I was by, 
and once oi twice I fancied the girl w'as ready to 
cry , by and bv she was at it again, and at last 
I plainly saw tears in her eyes , upon which I asked 
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her if the lady was dead, because she seemed to be 
in some concern for her She made me much easier 
by her answer than ever she did before , she said 
she did not really know, but she believed she was 
dead 

This, I sav, a little relieved my thoughts, but I 
was soon down again , for, after some tune, the jade 
began to grow talkative , and as it was plain that 
she had told all that her head could retain of 
Roxana, and the days of jov which I had spent at 
that pait of the town, aiiothei accident had like to 
have blown us all up again. 

I was in a kind of dishabille when they came, 
having on a loose rolje, like a morning-gown, but 
much after the Italian way . and I had not altered 
it when I went up, only diessed my head a little, 
and as I had been represented as having been lately 
very ill, so the dress was becoming enough for a 
chanibei 

This morning vest, or robe, call it as \oii pleo-se, 
was more shaped to the body than we wear them 
since, showing the body in its tiue shape, ami per- 
haps a little too plainly if it had been to he woin 
where any men were to come , but among ourselves 
it was well enough, espetially for hot weather, the 
coloui was green, figured, and tlie stuff a French 
damask, very rich 

This gown or vest put the gnl’s tongue a running 
again, and her sister, as she (ailed her, prompted it , 
for as they both admired my vest, and were taken 
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up much about the beauty of tlie dress, the charm- 
ing damask, the noble trimming, and the like, my 
gill puts in a woid to the sister (captain’s wife), 
“This IS just such a Ibiiig ns I told Jou,” says she, 
“ the ladv danced in ’’ “ What,” says the captain’s 

wife, “the Lady Iloxaiia that you told me of P 
Oh I that’s a (haimiiig stoi v,” says she, “tell it my 
lady ” I could not axoid saying so too, though 
from mv soul I wished her in heayen foi but naming 
it nay, I won’t say but if she had been earned 
t’other way it had been much as one to me, if I 
could but liaxc been rid of her, and her story too, 
for yyheti she came to desciibe the Turkish diess, it 
yyas impossible but the Quaker, yiho yyas a sharp, 
penetintiiig (icatinc, should leceiye the impiession 
HI a moie dangerous manner than the giil, only that 
indeed she was not so dangeious a person , foi if she 
had known it all, I could iiioic freely liaye tnisted 
her than I could the giil, by a great deal, nay, I 
should haye been peifectly easy in hti 

However, as I haye said, her talk made me dread- 
fully uneasy, and the more when the captain’s wife 
mentioned but the name of Hoxaria tVhat my face 
might do toyvards betraving me I knew not, because 
I could not see myself, but my heart beat as if it 
would have juiii|jed out at my mouth, and my pas- 
sion was so great, that, for want of vent, I thought I 
should hace burst In a woid, I was in a kind of a 
silent rage, for the foiee I was undti of restraining 
my passion yeas such as I nexer tell the like of I 
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had no vent, nobod} to open myself to, or to make 
a complaint to, for my lelief , I durst not leave the 
room by any means, foi then she ivould have told all 
the story in ray absence, and I should have been 
perpetually uneasy to know what she had said, or 
had not said so that, in a woid, I was obliged to 
sit and heai hei tell all the story of Roxana, that is 
to say, of myself, and not know at the same time 
whether she was in c-ainesl or in jest, whether she 
knew me oi no , or, in short, whether 1 was to be 
exposed, or not exposed 

She beg, 111 only in geiicial with telling where she 
lived, what a place she hod of it, how gallant a tom- 
panv her lady hod always had in the house, how 
they used to sit up all night in the house gaming 
and danting , what a fine l.id} hci mistress was, and 
wliat a vast deal of nionev the upper servants got, 
as foi hei, she said, lier whole business was in the 
next house, so that she got but little, except one 
night that tticie was twenty gunie.as given to be 
divided among the servants, when, she said, she gc)t 
two guineas and a halt foi her share 

She went on, and told them how many seivants 
there was, and how they weie oideied, but, she 
said, there was one Mis Amy who was over them 
all , and that she, being the lady’s favouiite, got a 
great deal She did not know, she said, whethei 
Amy was her Christian name oi her suiiiame, but she 
supposed it was her surname, that they were told 
she got threescore pieces of gold at one tune, being 
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the same night that the rest of the seivants had the 
twenty guineas divided among them 

I put in at that word, and said it was a vast deal 
to give away “Why,” says I, “it was a portion 
for a servant ” “ O madam ' ” sai s she, “ it was 

nothing to what she got aftei wards , we that were 
servants hated her lieartiK foi it , that is to say, we 
wished it hod Ik'Cii oui lot in her stead ” Then I 
said again, “ Whi, it was enough to get her a good 
hu'baiid, and settle her for the woild, if she had 
sense to manage it” “So it might, to be sure, 
madam,” says she, “ foi we were told she laid up 
above £ 500 , but, I suppose, Mrs Amy was too 
seiisilile that her tharaeter would icijuire a good 
portion to put her off ” 

“ Oh,” said I, “ if that was the case it was aiiothei 
thing ” 

“Nay,” says she, “I don’t know, but the\ talked 
very much of a young lord that was verv great with 
hei ” 

“ And pray what came of her at last ” said I, foi 
I was willing to hear a lilth' (seeing she would talk 
of it) what she haxl to sav, ns well of Aniv as of 
myself 

“I don’t know, madam,” said she, “ 1 never heard 
of hei foi several \eais, till t’other (lav I happened 
to see her ” 

“ Did you indeed ^ ” savs I (and made mighty 
stiaiige of it), “viliat' and in lags, it mav be,’ said 
I , “ that ’s often the end o( suih creatures ” 
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"Just the coutrar_y, madam,” sa\s she “She 
came to visit an acquaintance of mine, little thinking, 
I suppose, to see me, and, I assure you, she came in 
her coach ” 

“ In her coach ' ” said I , “upon mv word, she had 
made her market then , I suppose she made bay 
while the sun shone Was she mariied, pray''” 

“I believe she had been married, madam,” says 
she, “ but it seems she had been at the East Indies , 
and if she was inairied, it was theie, to lie suie I 
think she said she had good luck in the Indies ” 

“ Tliat IS, I suppose,” said I, “ liad buiied her 
husband there ” 

“ I understood it so, madam,” sn\s she, “ and that 
she had got his estate” 

“ Was that her good luck said I . “it might be 
good to hei, as to the monev indeed, but it was but 
the part of a jade to call it good luck 

Thus fur oiir discourse of Mrs Amy went, and no 
failhei, for she knew no inoie ot her. but then the 
Quaker unhappilv, though undesignedly, put ni a 
cjuestion, which the honest good-huniouied creatine 
would have been far tioni doing if she had known 
that I had earned on the discouise ol Amy on pur- 
pose to drop Roxana out of the cciiiveisatioii 

But I was not to be made easy too soon 'ITle 
Quaker put in, “ But I think thou saidst something 
was behind of thy mistiess , what didst thou call 
her? Roxana, was it not ■' Pray, what became of 
her ? ” 
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“ Ay, av, Roxana,” says the captain’s wife , “ pray. 
Bister, let ’s liear the story of Roxana , it will divert 
niy lady, I m sure ” 

“That ’s a damned he,” said I to myself, “ if you 
knew how little ’t would divert me, you would have 
too much advantage over me” Well, I saw no 
remedy, but the storv must vonie on, so I prepared 
to hear the worst of it 

“ Roxana ' ” says she, “ I know not w hat to say of 
hei , she was so much above us, and so seldom seen, 
that we could know little of hei hut by leport , but 
we did soiiietiincs see her too, she was a eliarmiiig 
woman indeed, and the footmen used to say that she 
was to be sent for to court ” 

“To coint'” said I, “why, she was at court, 
was n't she '' the I’all Mall is not far from Whitehall ” 

“Yes. iiiadain," says she, “hut I mean anothei 
way ” 

“I understand thee,’ savs the Quakei , “thou 
meanest, I suppose, to be mistress to the king” 

“ Yes, madam,’ said she 

I cannot help confessing what a leserve of pride 
still was left in me , and though I dreaded the sequel 
of the story, vet when she talked how handsome and 
how fine a lady this Roxana was, I could not help 
being pleased and tickled with it, and put in ques- 
tions two 01 three times of how handsome she was, 
and was she really so hnea woman as they talked of, 
and the like, on puipose to hear her repeat what the 
people’s opinion of me was, and how I had behaved 
[ 144 ] 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 

Indeed,” says she, at last, “ she was a most beau- 
tiful creatuie as evei I saw m iny life ” “But then,” 
said I, “you never had the opportunity to see her 
but when she was set out to the best advantage ” 

“ Yes, yes, madam,” says she, “ I have seen her 
several times in her dMabille And I can assure 
you, she was a very fine woman , and that whieh 
was more still, eveiybody said she did not paint ” 

This was still agieeahle to me one way , but there 
was a devilish sting in the tail of it all, and this lost 
aiticle was one, wherein she said she hod seen me 
seveial tunes m my disfiabillf This put me in mind 
that then she must lertainly know me, and it would 
come out at last , which was death to me but to 
think of 

“ Well, but, sister,” says the captain's wife, “tell 
my ladv about the ball, tlnit’s the best of all the 
story , and of Roxana's dancing iii a fine outlandish 
dress ” 

“That’s one of the brightest paits of her stoiy 
indeed,” says the giil “The case was this we liad 
balls and meetings in hei ladvslnp’s apaitments eveiy 
week almost , but one time my lady invited all the 
nobles to come such a time, and she would give them 
a ball, and there was a vast trowd indeed,” says 
she 

“1 think you said the king was theie, sisfti, 
did n’t you ^ ” 

“No, madam,” says she, “that was the second 
tune, when they said the king had heaid how finely 
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iKe Turkish lady danced, and that he was there to 
see her , but the king, if his Majesty was there, came 
disguised,” 

“That IS, what the\ tall incog,’’ says my friend 
the Quaker, “ thou canst not think the king would 
disguise hlinselt ” “ Yes, ’ says the girl, “ it was so, 

he did not (oiiie in piihlK with his guards, but we 
all knew whuh was the king well enough, that is to 
say, which they said was the king” 

“Well," says the captain’s wife, “about the 
Tiukish diess , pray let us he.n that” “Why,” 
says she, “ nn lady sat in a fine little drawing-room, 
which opened into the gtent looin, and wheie she 
received the coiiipliuiciits of the company . and when 
the dancing Ijogiui, a great loid,” says she, “ 1 foiget 
who they called him (but he was a \cr\ gient lord oi 
duke, I don’t know which), took hei out, and danced 
with hoi , but aftei a while*, m\ lad\ on a sudden 
shut the diawing-rooin, and inn iijistaii^ with Iiei 
woman, Mrs Amy , and though she did not stay 
long (for I suppose she had contiived it all before- 
hand), she eaiiie clown cliessed in the stiangest 
hguie that esei I saw m iiiy life , but it was exceed- 
ing fine ” 

Here she went on to describe the dnsss, as I have 
clone alreadi , but did it so exactli, that I was sui- 
pnscal at the mainiei of hei telling it , there was 
not a circumstance of it left out 

I was now undei a new peiplexity, for this young 
slut gave so complete an account of everything in 
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the di'ess, that friend the Quakei coloured at it, 
and looked two or three tunes at me, to see if I did 
not do so too , for (as she told me afterwards) she 
immediately peiceived it was the same dress that she 
had seen me have on, as I have said before How- 
ever, as she saw I took no notice of it, she kept her 
thought priv ate to herself . and I did so too, as well 
as I could 

I put in two oi tliiec times, that she had a good 
memory, that could be so particular in aveiv put of 
such a thing 

“ Oh, madam ' ^ says she, “ we that were servants, 
stood by oui selves in a comet, but so as we could see 
more than some slrangeis , besides,” says she, “ it was 
all our conveisation forseveinl days in the family, 
and what one did not olisei ve .uiothci did ” Why,” 
says I to hei, “this yy.is no Peisian diess , only, I 
I suppose yoiii lady was some Fiench comedian, that 
IS to say, a stage Amazon, that jmt on a lounterfeit 
dress to please the compaiiv, such as they iistal in the 
piny of Tamerlane at Pans, or some such ” 

“No, indeed, madam,” savs she, “I assine you my 
lady was no actiess , she vvas a fine modest lady, fit 
to be a pnneess , everybody said if she was a mis- 
tress, she was lit to Ik a inistiess to none but the 
king, and they talked hei up for (he king as if it 
hod really been so Besides, madam, ’ says she, “ my 
lady danced a Turkish dance , all the lords and gentry 
sard it was so , and one of them swore he had seen it 
danced m Tuikey himself, so that it could not come 
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from Iho theatre at I'ans, and then the name Rox- 
ana," '.ays she, “whs ,i Turkish name" 

“Well," said I, “but that wa-s not youi lady’s 
name, I suppose ■' ” 

“ No, no, madam," said she, “ I know that I 
know inv lady’s name and fnnillv very well, Roxana 
was not her name, that’s true-, indeed ’’ 

Here she i un me aground again, for I durst not 
ask her what was Roxana's lea] name, lest she had 
leally dealt with the devil, and had boldly given my 
own name in for auswei , so that I was still more and 
more afiuid that the giil EmI leally gotten the seciet 
somewheie or othei , though I eould not imagine 
iieithei how that lould be 

In a word, I was si(k of the disc 001x6, and endeav- 
ouicd maiiv ways to put an end to it, but it was 
impossible , for the captain’s wife who tailed her 
sistei, prompted her, and picssed her to tell it, most 
Ignorantly thinking that it would lie a pleasant tale 
to all of us 

Two or three times the Quaker put in, that this 
Ijadv Roxana had a good stoek of assurance , and 
that it was likelv, if she had been in Turkey, she had 
lived with, 01 been kept by, some gicat bashaw there 
But still she would break in upon all such distouise, 
and fly out into the most cxtiavagaiit piaises of her 
mistress, the famed Roxana I lun her down as 
sonic scandalous yvoiuan , that it yias not possible to 
lie otherwise , but she would not hear of it , hei lady 
was a pei'son of such and such qualifications that 
[ 148 ] 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 


nothing but nn angel was like her, to be sine , and 
yet, aftei all she could say, hei own aciount brought 
her down to this, that, in short, her lady kept little 
less than a gaining oidinary , oi, as it would lie 
called in the times since that, an assembly for gallan- 
try and play 

All this while I was very uneasv, as I said before, 
and yet the whole story went ott’ again without any 
discovery, oiilv that I sec-ined a little coiueined that 
she should liken me to this gay lady, whose character 
I pietendcd to run down veiy iiiiuh, even upon the 
foot of liei own 1 elation 

Ilut I was not at the end of niy mortifications yet, 
neithei, for now niy iiinoient yuaker threw out an 
unhappy expression, which put me upon the tenters 
again Says she to ino, “ This ladi’s hnbit, I fancy, 
IS |ust such a one as thine, li\ the dcsciiption of it,” 
and then tuimrig to the capt, mi's wife, sa\s she, “I 
fancy niy fiiend has a finer Turkish oi Persian dress, 
a great deal ’ “ Oh,” siivs the giil, “ 'I is impossible 

to be finer . my lady’s,” sues she, “was all covered 
with gold and dianioiicls , hci haii and head-dress, I 
foiget the n.iiiie they gave it,” said she, “shone like 
the stars, there weic so many jewels in it ” 

I never wished my good friend the Quaker out of 
my company befoienow, but, indeed, I would have 
given some guineas to have been rid of hei just now , 
foi beginning to be cuiious in the coinpaiing the two 
dresses, she innocently began a description of mine , 
and nothing terrified me ao much as the apprehen- 
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Bioii lest she should importune me to show it, which 

I was resolved 1 would never agiee to But before 
It cattle to this, she ptessed niy gill to descnbe the 
tyhaia. oi hcad-diess, which she did so cleverly that 
the (Quaker lould not help saying iiiine was just suth 

II one, and after seveial other similitudes, all very 
vexatious to me, out tomes the kind motion to me 
to let the liulies see iiiy dress , and tliey joined their 
eager desires of it, even to importunity 

I desired to be excused, though I had little to say 
at first why 1 declined it, but at last it came into 
my head to siy it was packed up with my othei 
clothes that I had least occasion foi, in ordei to be 
sent on Iward the CH[itain's ship . but that if we lived 
to come to Holland together (which, by the way, I 
resolved should never bapiien), then, I told them, at 
unpacking my clothes, they should see me dicssed in 
It , but they must not ex|)ect 1 should dance in it, 
like the I^^dv Uoxniia in all hei tine things 

This carried it off pretty well , and getting over 
this, got over most of the itst, and I began to be 
easy again , and, in a uoid, that I may dismiss the 
story texj, as soon a-s may lie, I got rid at last of my 
visitoi’s, who I had wished gone two houis soonei 
than they inteiideil it 

As soon as they wcie gone. I laii up to Amy, and 
gave vent to my passions by telling her the whole 
stoiy, and letting her see what mischiefs one false 
step of hers had like, unluckily, to have involved us 
all 111 , moie, peihaps, than we could ever have lived 
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to get through Ann «as sensible of it enough, 
and was just giving her wrath a vent another wav, 
VIZ , by calling the pooi girl all the damned )ades 
and fools (and sometimes worse names) that she could 
think of, in the middle of which up comes my honest, 
good Quaker, and put an end to oiii discourse The 
Quaker came in smiling (foi she was always soberly 
cheeiful) “ ^Vell,” says she, “thou art delivered at 
last , I come to joy thee of it , I peiceived thou wert 
tired giievously of thy visitors ” 

“ Indeed,” says I, “ so I was , that foolish young 
girl held us all in a Canteibuiv stoiy , I thought 
she would nevoi have done with it ” “ Why, truly, 

I thought she was vciy careful to let thee know she 
was but a cook-nuud” ‘Ay,” sius I, “and at a 
gaming-house, oi gaiiiing-ordinnrv, and at t’ other 
end of the town too, all which (b_\ the way) she 
might know would ad<l very little to her gocxl name 
among us citi/ens” 

“I can't think,” says the Qiinkei, “but she had 
some othei diitt in that long discourse, there’s 
something else in liei lieiul,” says she, “I am satisfied 
of that” Thought 1, “Are you satisfied of it I 
am sure I am the less satisfied for that , at least ’t is' 
but small satisfaction to me to hear you say so 
What can this bc‘ says I . “ and wlieii will niy un- 
easiness have an end ? ” 13ut tins w is silent, and to 
myself, you maj be sure Uutinanswei to my friend 
the Quakci, I returned by asking hci a question or 
two about it, as what she thought was m it, and 
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why she thought thcie wat. anything in it “ For.'" 
siya I, “she ran have nothing In it relating to me" 
“Nay," savs the kind Quakci, “if she had any 
view towaids thee, that’s no business of mine , and I 
should lie far from desiring thee to iiifoim me " 

'I'his nlainicd me again , not that I fcaied trusting 
the gooil-liiimouied ireatuie with it, if there had 
been anything of |ust siispuion in her, but tins af- 
fair was a secret I carefl not to communicate to any- 
bcKly However, 1 say, this alarmed me a little , 
for as 1 lind concealerl everything from her, I was 
willing to do so still , but as she could not but 
gather up abundamc of things from the gill’s dis- 
coui-se, winch looked towards me, so she was too pen- 
etrating to be put oft with such answei> as might 
stop anothei’s month Only theie was this double 
felicity in it, first, that she was not inquisitive to 
know or find niiythiiig out, and not dangeious if she 
had known the whole stoiy But, as I sav, she 
could not but gathei up scvcial ciicuiiistances fioni 
the giiTs discom>e, as partuiihnly tlie name of Amy, 
and the several descriptions of tlie Turkish diess 
winch mv friend the Quaker had sc-cn, and taken so 
much notice of, as I have said alxive 

As for that, I might have turned it off bv jesting 
with Amv, and asking her who she lived with before 
she came to live with me But that would not do, 
for we had unhappily anticipaUsl that way of talking, 
by having often talked how long Amy had lived with 
me, and, which was still woi'se, by having owned 
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foriDPrly that I had had loilj'ings in the Pall Mall; 
so that all those things corresponded too well 
Theie was only one thing that helped me out with 
the Quakei, and that wa'- the girl’s having rejiartol 
how rich Mis Amy was grown, and tliat she kept 
hei coach Now,asthcie iiiiglit he inanv moie Mrs 
Ain)s besides mine, so it was not likely to be my 
Amy, liecause she was fai fioiii such a figuie ns 
keeping hei coach, and this earned it off fioni the 
suspicions which the good Inendly Quaker might 
have in her head 

But as to what she imagined the girl had in her 
head, thcie lay more real dirtieulty in that pait a 
gicat deal, and I was alarmed at it very much, foi 
my friend the Quaker told me that she observed 
the gill was in a great passion when she talked 
of the habit, anel moie when I had been importuned 
to shov her nunc, but declined it She said she 
several times peiccived hei to be in disorder, and 
to lestiain hciselt with great difhcullv , and once 
or twice she mutteied to hei'self that she hiid kiund 
it out, oi that she would find it out, she ootjld iiot 
tell whether , and that «he (dten saw tears in hor 
eves , that when I said my suit of Turkish dotfaei' 
was put up, but that die should see it when we 
anived in Holland, she heard her say softly she 
would go over on purpose then. 

After she had ended hci obseivatioiis, I added 
“ I observed, too, that the giil talked and looked 
txldlv, and that she was inightv inquisitive, but I 
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could not imagine what it was she aimed at '' 
“Aimed at,” sajs the Quaker, “’tis plain to me 
what she aims at She lielieves thou art the same 
Ijidy Roxana that danced in the Tuikish vest, but 
she IS not certain ” “ lioes she believe so ? ” says I , 

“ if 1 had thought that, 1 would have put her out 
of her pain” “Iklicie so'” says the Quaker, 
“yes, and I began to think so too, and should have 
believed so still, if thou had'st not satisfied me to 
the contrary by thy taking no notice of it, and by 
what thou hast said siiue” “Should you have 
believed so^” said I waiiiilv , “ I am very soiry for 
that Why, would you have taken me for nil 
actress, oi a French stage-play ti “No,” savs the 
good kind creature, “thou ciuiicst it too fai , as 
soon as thou inadest tin icfleitions upon bei, I knew 
it could not lie , but who could think nin othci when 
she described the Tuikish dress w huh thou hast here, 
with the head-tire and )ewtls, and when she named 
thy maid Amy too, and seceial othei circumstances 
concurring I should ecrtainlv have believed it,” 
said she, “ if thou hadst not contradicted it, but as 
scKin as I heard thee speak, I concluded it was 
otherwise.” “That was very kind,” said I, “and I 
am obliged to you for doing me so much justice , 
it IS more, it seems, than that young talking cien- 
ture does” “Nay,” savs the Quaker, “indeed slie 
does not do thee justice , for she as certainly believes 
it still as even she did ” “ Does she ? ” said I 

“ Ay,” says the Quaker , “ and I wan-ant thee she ’ll 
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make thee anotbei visit about it ” “ Will she ? " 

said 1 , “ then I believe I shall downnght affront her ” 
“ No, thou shalt not affront her,” says she (full of 
her good-humoui and tempei), “I’ll take that part 
off thy hands, for I ’ll affiont her for thee, and not 
let her bee thee ” I thought that was a very kind 
offei, but was at a loss how she would be able to do 
it, and the thought of seeing her there again half 
distracted me, not knowing what temper she would 
tonio in, much less what manner to receive her in , 
but mv fast friend and constant comforter, the 
Quaker, said she peiceiied the girl was impertinent, 
and that I had no intimation to < on verse with her, 
and she was resohed I sliould not be troubled with 
hei But 1 shall have occasion to say more of this 
picsently, foi this girl went farther yet than I 
thought she had 

It was now time, as I said liefore, to take measures 
with iin husband, in oidct to put off my voyage, so 
I fell into talk with him one morning as he was dress- 
ing, and while I was in bed 1 pretended I was very 
ill , and as I had but too easy a way to impose upon 
him, lietanse he so alisolutely believed everything 
I said, so I managed my discourse as that he should 
understand by it I was a-breeding, though I did not 
tell him so 

However, 1 brought it about so handsomely that, 
before he went out of the loom, he came and sat 
down by my bedside, and began to talk very seriously 
to me upon the subject of ray being so every day ill, 
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and that, as he hoped I was with child, he Mould 
ha\e me consider well of it, whethei I had not best 
alter my thoughts of the vovage to Holland, for 
that being sea-suk, and which was worse, if a stoim 
should happen, might be scry dangerous to me And 
aftei saying abundance of the kindest things that the 
kindest of husbands irt the woild could say, he con- 
cluded that it was his request to me, that I would 
not think any nioi-c of going till after all sliould be 
over, but that I would, on the contiaiy, prepare to 
lie-in where I \tas, and where I knew, as well as he, I 
could be very well provided, and very well assisted 

This was )ust what I wanted, for 1 had, as you have 
heanl, a thousand good reasons wliy I should put off 
the voyage, especially W’lth that cicature in company , 
but I had a mind the putting it oil should be at his 
motion, not mvown , and he lainc into it of himself, 
jUst as I would have had it This gave me an oppoi- 
tunity to hang back a little, and to seem ns if I was 
unwilling I told him I could not .ihide to put him to 
difficultly and peiplexities iii his business , that now 
he had lured the great c,ibm in the slop, and, jieihaps, 
paid some of the money, uiid, it may be, taken frmght 
for goods , and to make him brc'nk it all off again 
would l>e a needless chaige to Iiiiii, or, peihaps, a 
damage to the captain 

As to that, he said, it was not to lie named, and 
he would not allow it to be anv consideration at all , 
that he could easily pacify the captain of the ship by 
tellini; him the reason of it, and that if he did make 
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him some satisfaction for the disappointment, it 
should not be much 

‘‘But, iny deal ,” says I, “ you hn’n’t heard me say 
I am with child, iieithei ran I say so , and if it should 
not be so at last, then I shall have made a fane piece 
of 'work, of it indeed, besides,” says I, “the two 
ladies, the captain’s wife and her sister, they depend 
upon oui going ovei, and have made gieat piepara- 
tions, and all in compliment to me, what must I say 
to them ^ ” 

“ W^cll, my dear,” sa\s he, “ if you should not be 
with child, though I hope \ou aie, yet theie is no 
hrtiin clone, the staying thicc oi foiii months loiigei 
in England will be no damage to me, and we can go 
when we please, when we aic sure you aie not with 
child, or, when it appealing that vmi aie with child, 
you shall be clown and up again , and as for the cap- 
tain’s wife and sistei, leave that pint to me. I’ll 
aiiswei for it thoie shall be no c|uarre) laired upon 
that subject I’ll make youi excuse to them by the 
captain himself, so all will be well enough theie. I’ll 
waiianl you” 

This was as much as I could desiic, and thus it 
rested foi awhile I had indeed some aiiMous thoughts . 
about this impel tineiiL gill, bill believed that putting 
off the voyage would have put an end to it all, so I 
began to lie pretty easy but I found myself mis- 
taken, foi I was brought to tlie point of destiuction 
by her again, and that in tlie most unaecoun table 
manner imaginable 
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My husband, as he and I had agreed, meeting the 
captain of the ship, took the freedom to te]] him that 
he Has afraid lie must disappoint him, for that some- 
thing had fallen out which had obliged him to alter 
his measures, and that his family could not be ready 
to go time enough for him 

“ I know the (Ktasion, sir,” says the captain , “ I 
hear youi lady has got a daughter more than she ex- 
pected , I gi%e you joy of it ” “ What do you mean 

by that says my spouse “Nay, nothing,” sa\ s 
the captain, “ but what I hear the women tattle o\ei 
the tea-table I know nothing, but that you don't 
go the soyage upon it, winch 1 am soii\ foi . hut 
you know youi own affairs,” added the ciiptiiii, 
•‘that’s 110 business of mine” 

“ Well, but,” says my husband, “I must m.iko you 
some satisfaction for the disappointment,” and so pulls 
out his inoncv “No, no,” says the cajitain , and so 
they fell to stiaining their compliments one upon aii- 
othei , hut, III short, m\ spouse gase him tlirec oi 
four guineas, and made him take it And so the hrst 
discourse went of! again, and they had no inoie ol it 
But it did not go off so easily nith me, foi iioh.iii 
a Hord, the clouds began to thicken alxiut me, and [ 
had ala, ms on ecei y side Mv husband told me what 
the captain had viid, but lery happily took it that 
till captain had bi ought a talc hylialvc-s, and having 
heanl it one «iiy, had told it ancithei , and that 
ncithci could he undei-stand the captain, neitliei did 
the captain understand himself, so he contented hini- 
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self to tell me, he said, word for woid, as, the captain 
delivered it 

How I kept my liiisbaiid fioni discovering my dis- 
ordei you shall lieai piesciitly , but let it suffice to 
say just now, that if my husband did not understand 
the captain, noi the captain undeistand himself, yet I 
uiidei-stcxid them both very well , and, to tell thetiuth, 
it was n Hoise slicak than evei I had yet Invention 
supplied me, indeed with a sudden motion to avoid 
sliowiiig my surpiise, for as my spouse and I was 
silting bv a little table near the hre, I leachcd out 
my hand, as it I had intended to take a spoon which 
lav on the other s'dc, and thicw one of the candles off 
of the table , and then .snatching it up, started up 
upon my feet, and stooped to the lap of niy gown 
and took it in my hand “ Oh ' ” says I, “my gown ’s 
spoiled, till' candle has greased it piodigiously ” 
This tui lushed me with an excuse to iiu spouse to 
hie.ik oil the discourse foi the present, and call Amy 
clown , and Amy notcoming presently, I said to him, 
“Mv dear, I must run upstiiis and put it off, and 
let Ann clean it a little ’ ho my husband lose up 
too, and went into a closet where he kept hia papeia 
and liooks, and fetched a book out, and sat down, 
by himself to leacl 

Glad I was that I had got away, and up I imi to 
Amy , who, as it happened, was alone “ Oh, Amy ' ” 
says I, “ we are all utteily undone” And with that 
I buret out a-crying, and could not speak a word for 
a great while. 
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I cannot help “laving that some very good reflec- 
tions ofleicd thoinschcs upon this head It pres- 
ently occuricd, what a gloiious tastinioiiy it is to 
the )iisti<.e of Piovidcnce, and to the concern Provi- 
dence has in guiding all the affaiis of men (even the 
least as well as the greatest), that the most secret 
ci lines are, hv the most unforeseen accidents, brought 
to light and discoveied 

Another leflestion was, how just it is that sin and 
shame follow one anothei so constantly at the heels, 
that they me not like attendants oiilv, but, like 
cause and consc(]uente, iiecessaiilv connected one 
with anothei , that the ciimc going before, the 
scandal is certain to follow , and tli.it ’I is not in the 
powei of luiinan natuie to conceal the first, oi avoid 
the last 

“What shall I do, Amy said I. as soon ns I 
could speak, “ lUid what will licconie ol me?" And 
then I ciic’d again so vchcmentlv th.it I could sa\ 
no nioie a great while Aiiiy was flighted .ilinost 
out of her wits, but knew nothing wliat the matter 
was , but she begged to know, and peisuaded me to 
compose myself, and not iiy so ‘ Why, madam, if 
my inastei should come up now," sav s she, “he will 
see what a disoiilci you are in , he will know you 
have been ciying, and then he will want to know 
the cause of it" With that I bioke out .again 
“Oh, he knows it already, Amy," says I, “ he knows 
all' 'T IS all discoveied, and wo are undone ' " Amy 
was thundei>truck now indeed “ Nay,” says Amy, 
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“ if that be true, we are undone indeed , but that 
can never be , that’s impossible, I’m suie ” 

“ No, no,” sa^s I, “’tis far fiom impossible, for I 
tell jou ’t IS so” And b^ this time, being a little 
recovered, I told her what discourse my husband 
and the captain had had together, and uhat the 
captain had smd This put Amy into such a huriy 
that she ciied, she raved, she swore and cui'sed like a 
mad thing , then she uphiaided me that I would not 
let hei kill the girl when she would have done it, 
and that it was all iiiy own doing, and the like 
Well, however, I was not for killing the girl yet 
I could not beai the thoughts of that neither 

We spent liall-an-houi in these extravagances, 
and bioiight nothing out of them neithei , for indeed 
we could do nothing or sav nothing that was to the 
puipose, for if anything was to mine out-of-the- 
way, theie was no hindering it, oi help foi it, so 
nftei thus giving a vent to iiivself by ci ying, I began 
to reriect how I had left inv spouse below, and what 
I had pieteii'led to come up loi , so I changed my 
gown that I [iietended the lundle fell upon, and put 
on anotliei, and went down 

IVheii 1 had been down a good while, and found 
my spouse did not fall into the story again, as I ex- 
pev ted, I took heart, and called foi it “ My deal,” 
said I, “the fall of the candle put you out of your 
histoiv, won’t you go on with it?'” “What his- 
tory ” says he “Why,” says I, “about the cap- 
tain” “Oh,” says he, “I had done with it I 
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know no more than that the captain told a broken 
picie of news that he had heard bv halves, and told 
more by halves than he heard it, — namely, of your 
being with child, and that you could not go the 
voyage ” 

I perceived my husband entered not into the thing 
at all, but took it for a stoiy, which, being told 
two oi three times over, was puzzled, and come 
to iiothing, and that all that was meant by it was 
what he knew, or thought he knevy already — viz, 
tliat I was with child, winch he wished might be 
true 

Ills Ignorance was a cordial to my soul, and I 
cutsed them in iiiy thoughts that should ever un- 
deceive him and as I saw iiini willing to liave the 
stoiv end there, as not worth being farthei men- 
tioned, I closed It too, and said I suppe^sed the 
captain had it ficini his wife, she might have found 
soiiiebodv else to make her remarks upon . and so it 
passed of! with mv husband well enough, and I was 
still -safe theie, wheie I thought in v self in most 
clanger But I had two uneasinesses still, the first 
was lest the captain and iiiv spouse should meet 
again, and enter into farther discourse about it, and 
the second was lest the busy impel tineiit giil should 
come ogam, and when slie came, how to prevent hei 
seeing Amy, which was an article as mateiial as any 
of the rest , foi seeing Amy would have been as fatal 
to me as hei knowing all the rest 

As to the tii-st of these. 1 knew the captain could 
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not sla^ in town above a week, but that his ship 
being already full of goods, and fallen down the 
nvei, he must soon follow, so I contrived to tairy 
my husband somewhere out of town for a few days, 
that they might be sure not to meet 

Mv greatest concern was where we should go At 
last I hxed upon North Hall , not, I said, that I 
would drink the waters, but that I thought the air 
WH-s good, and might be for my advantage He, 
who did everything upon the foundation of obliging 
me, i-eadilv came into it, and the Coach was appointed 
to be ready the next moiinng, but as we were set- 
tling matters, he put in an ugly word that thwarted 
all my design, and that was, that he had rathei I 
would stay till afteriicxin, foi that he should speak 
to the captain the next morning if he could, to give 
him some letters, which he could do, and he back 
again about twelve o’clock 

I said, “ Ay, by all means ” But it was but a 
cheat on him, and mv voice and m\ heart diff'ei’ed , 
for I resolvcxl, if jxissible he should not come near 
the captain, nor see him, wliatevci came of it 

In the evening, therefore, a little In'fore we went 
to lied, I pretended to have alteied my mind, and 
that I would not go to North Hall, but I had a 
iiiincl logo aiiothei way, but I told him I was afraid 
his business would not permit him He wanted to 
know where it was I told him, smiling, I would 
not tell him, lest it should oblige him to hinder his 
business He answered with the same temper, but 
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with infinitely more sincenty, that he had no busi- 
ness of M) much consequence as to hinder him going 
with me anvwhere that I had a mind to go “ Yes,” 
says I, “ you want to speak with the captain before 
he goes away ” “Win that’s tiue,” says he, “ so I 
do,” and paused awhile , and then added, “ but I ’ll 
write a note to a man that does business for me to 
go to him , ’I IS only to get some bills of loading 
signed, and he can do it ” When I saw I had gamed 
my jiomt, I seemed to hang bai k a little “ My 
dear,” says I, " don’t hiiidei an houi’s business foi 
me , I can put it off for a week or two lather than 
you shall do youisailf any pic)uduc” “No, i)o,” 
says he, “you shall not put it off an houi forme, 
foi I can do iny businevs by pioxy with nnyhodv but 
my wife” And then he took iiu in his aims and 
kissed me Ilow did nn blood flusli up into my 
fait' when I itflcitcil how sinierely, how iffcttion- 
ately, this giKKl-liumourcil gentleman eminaied the 
most cuiscil pictc of hypoiiisy timt <\ei lanie into 
the aims of an lioiiest man ' His was all tenderness, 
all kindness, and thi utmost snuenty , mine all 
giiiiuue and dcteit, — a pieii of men manage and 
flamed coiulni t to coiaeal a [last life of wickedness, 
and pi'esent his disioveiing that he had in Ins amis 
a she-denl, whose whole coin eisation foi twenty-five 
years hail been blaik as hell, a loiiiphiatiun nf cnine, 
and fui which, had he been let into it, In must have 
abhorred me and the veiv mention of inv name 
But there was no help foi me in it , all I had to 
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satisfy myself was that it was my business to be 
what I Was, and conceal what I had been , that all 
the satisfaction I could make him was to Ine Mrtu- 
ously for the time to come, not being able to retneve 
what had been in time past , and this I resolved 
upon, ttioiigh, had the gieat temptation offered, 
as it did afteiwaids, I had reason to question my 
stability But of that hereafter 

Aftei my husband had kindly thus given up his 
nleasuics to mine, we lesoKed to set out in the 
morning eaih I told him that niy project, if he 
liked it, was to go to Tunbiidge, and he, being 
entiiely passiie in the thing, agiecd to it with the 
greatest willingness, hut said if I had not named 
Tunbiidge, lie would h.iye iiaiiied Newmarket, there 
lieiiig a gicat uiurt llieie, and abinidance of tine 
things to he seen 1 offeied him another piece of 
liypociisy lieie, ten I [iietended to be willing to go 
thither, as the place ot Ins clioiie, hut indeed I 
would not li.iie gone foi a thousand pounds, for 
the couit being tlieie at that time, I durst not run 
the hazard of being known at a plate where theie 
ivcre so iiianv eyes that had seen me before So 
that, aftei some time, I told my husband that I 
thought Ncwiiiaiket was so full of people at that 
tune, that we should get no aitoiiimodation , that 
seeing the court and tlu crowd was no entertainment 
at all to me, unless as it might be so to him, that if 
he thought fit, yve would rather put it off to another 
time , and that if, when we went to Holland, we 
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should go by Harwich, we might take a round by 
Newmarket and Bury, and so come down to Ipswich, 
and go from thence to the seaside He was easily 
put off fiom this, as he was from anything else that 
I did not approve , and so, with all imaginable 
facility, he appointed to be ready eaily in the morn- 
ing to go with me foi Tunbridge 

1 had a double design in this, vi7 , first, to get 
nwa\ my spouse from seeing the captain any more , 
and secondly, to he out of the way myself, in lase 
this impertinent giil, who was now my plague, should 
odd to come again, its my friend the Quaker believed 
she would, and as indceil happened within two or 
thiee days afterwards 

lliinng thus secured iny going away the next 
day, I had nothing to do but to furnish mv faithful 
agent the Quaker with some insti actions what to 
say to this toiuientoi (foi such she jiioved after- 
wards), and how to manage her, if she made anv 
more visits than ordinary 

I had a great mmd to leave Amv behind too, as 
an assistant, Ix-cause she undei stood so perfectly well 
what to advise upon anv eineigence , and Amy im- 
portuned me to do so But I know not what seciet 
impulse prevailed over my thoughts against it , I 
could not do it foi feai the wicked jade sliould make 
hei away, which my veiy soul abhorred the thoughts 
of, which, howevei, Amy found means to bring 
to pass afleiwai-ds, as I may in time relate more 
[lartlcularlv 

[ 166 ] 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 


It IS true I wanted as much to be delivered fiom 
her as ever a sick man did fiom a thiid-daj ague, 
and had she dropped into the grave by any fair »a_\ 
as I may call it, I mean, had she died by an> 
ordinary distemper, I should have shed but very few 
tears for her But I was not arrived to such a piteh 
of obstinate wickedness as to commit muider, esjie- 
ciaJly sudh as to inurdei my own child, or so much 
as to harbour a thought so barbarous in my mind 
But, as I said, Amy effected all afterwaids without 
my knowledge, for which I gave hci my hearty cuisc, 
though I could do little more , for to have fallen 
upon Amy had been to have niuidcrcd myself But 
tills tragedy lequiros a lortger story than 1 have 
room for here I letuin to my jouiney 

My de.u friend the Quaker was kind, and yet 
honest, and would do anything tliat was just and 
upright to serve me, but nothing wicKeil or dishon- 
ouiable That she might be able to say boldly to 
the creatuie, if she came, she did not know where I 
was gone, she desired I would not let her know , and 
to make her ignoiance the more absolutely safe to 
licTself, and likewise to me, I allowcs] her to say that 
she heard us talk of going to Newmarket, &c She 
liked that part, and I left all the rest to hei, to act 
as she thought fit , only charged hei, that if the giil 
entered into the story of the Pall Mall, she should 
not entertain much talk about it, but let her under- 
stand that we all thought she spoke of it a little too 
particularly , and that the lady (meaning me) took 
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it a little ill to be so likened to a public mistress, or 
a stage-player, and the like , and so to bring her, it 
possible, to say no moie of it Howciei, though I 
did not tell mv friend the Quaker how to write to 
me, or where 1 was, \et I left a sealed paper with her 
maid to gi'c her, iii nhith I gave her a direction how 
to write to Amv, and so, in effeit, to myself 

It was but a few days alter 1 was gone, but the 
impatient giil laiiie to iny lodgings on pieteiiie to 
see how I did, and to beai if I intended to go the 
voyage, and the like Mv tiiisty agent was at home, 
and leceued hei <oldl\ at the door, but told hei 
that the lady, which she su[)posed she meant, was 
gone from her house 

This was a full stop to all she could say foi a good 
while , hut as she stood imisiiig some time at the 
door, considering what to begin a talk upon, she 
perceived my friend the Qunkei looked a little un- 
easy, as if she wanted to go in and shut the door, 
which stung hei to the qnuk and the wary Quakci 
had not so much as asked her to come m , loi seeing 
hei alone she exjiectcd she would be very imperti- 
nent, and concluded that I did not care how coldly 
she received her 

But she was not to he put off -.o She said if the 

Lady was not to be spoken with, she desiied to 

speak two oi thiee words with her, meaning my 
friend the Quaker l^jjon that the Quakei civilly 
but (xildly asked her to walk in, which was what she 
wanted Note — She did not cany her into her 
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best parlour, as formeily, but Into a little outer 
room, where the servanth usually waited 

Bv the first of her discourse she did not stick to 
insinuate ns if she believed I was in the house, but 
was unwilling to be seen , and pressed earnestly that 
she might speak but two woids with me , to which 
she added earnest entreaties, and at last tears 

“I ffin Sony,” says in y good creature the Qiinkei, 
“ thou hast so ill an opinion of me as to think I 
would tell thee an untiuth, and say that the Lady 

was gone fioiii iiiy house if she was not' I 

assure thee I do not use any such method , nor iloes 

tlie Lady desire any such kind of sei vice fioiii 

me, as I know of If she had been in the house, I 
should have told thee so ” 

She said little to that, but said it was business of 
the utmost iiiifiortaine that she desired to speak with 
me about, and then cued again yery much 

“ Thou seein’st to b<‘ sorely afflicted,^ savs the 
Quakei, “I wish I could give thee any relief , but if 

nothing will toinfort thee but seeing the I^dy . 

it IS not 111 iny power ” 

“ I hope it is,” says she again , “ to be sure it is of 
great consc'<[ueiKe to me, so iiiiich that I am undone 
without it 

“Thou troublest me veiy much to hear thee 
say so,” says the Quaker, “but why, then, didst 
thou not speak to hei apart when thou wast here 
before ? ” 

“I had no opportunity,” savs she, “to speak 
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to her dlone, nnd I could not do it in company , 
if I could ha\e sj}ok.en but two woids to her alone, 
I would have throw ii mvself at her foot, and asked 
her blessin^; ” 

“ I am surpnsed at thee, I do not understand thee,” 
says the Quaker 

“Oh'” savs she, “stand luv friend if you have 
any chanty, oi if you have any compassion for the 
miserable, for I am iittcily undone'” 

“Thou toinfiest me,” says the Quaker, “ with such 
passionate expressions, foi verily I cannot compiehend 
thee ' ” 

“Oh'” says she, “she is mv mother' she is my 
mothci ' and she dois not own me'” 

“'I'liy niothci '” siys the Quaker, and began to be 
gieatly moved indeed “I am astonished at thee 
what dost thou mean 

“I iriuaii nothing but what I vi\,” savs she “I 
say ogam, she is iiiv mother, and will not own me 
and with that she stopped witli a flood of teais 

“Not own thee'” says the Quaker, and the 
teiidei goial iiiatuie wept too “ Why,” says she, 
“ she does not know thee, and never saw thee 
lief ore ” 

“ No,” says the girl, “ I believe she does not know 
me, hut I know her , and 1 know that she is my 
mother ” 

“ It \ impossible, thou talk’st mysteiy ' ” says 
the Qiiakei , “ wilt thou explain thyself a little to 
me '' ” 


[ 170 ] 



THE LIFE OF KOXANA 


“ Yes, jes," says she, “ I can explain it well eiioiiirli 
I am sme she is my mothei, and I hav? broke iiiy 
he.iit to search for her , an<l now to lose her again, 
wlien I was so suie I had found her, will break rny 
heart mote effectually ” 

“ Well, but if she be thy mother.” says the Quaker, 
“ how can it be that she should not know thee ? ” 
“Alas ' ’ says she, “I have been lost to hei ever 
suite I was a child , she has never seen me ” 

“And hast thounevei seen her says the Quaker 
“Yes,” savs she, “I huvu seen her, often enough 
I saw her, for vvhen slie was the I^ady Iloxana I was 
hei housemaid, being a seivant, but I did not know 
her then, nor she me, but it has all lonie out siniu 
Has she not a maid named Ainv Note — 'I'he 
honest Quaker was nonplussed, and gieatly surprised 
at that <|uestiori 

“Tuily,” says she, “the Lady 1ms several 

women servants, but I do not know all then names ” 
“But hei woiiinn, her fnvouiite,” adds the giil , 
“is not hti name Amy''” 

“ Why, tiuly,” says the Quaker, with a veiy happy 
turn of wit, “ I do not like to Iw examined , hut lest 
thou shouldest take up any mistakes by leasoii of my 
backwardness to speak, I will aiiswci thee for once, 
that what hei woman’s name is I know not, but they 
call her Chciry " 

A' B — My husband gave her that name in jest 
on our wcddiug-day, and we had called hei by it ever 
after , so that she spoke literally tuie at that time 
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The girl replied very modestly that she was sorry 
if she gavt^her any offence in asking , that she did 
not design to be rude lo her, or pretend to examine 
her , but that she w as in such an agony at this 
disaster that she knew not what she did or said, 
and that she should be scry soiry to disoblige her, 
but begged of hei again, as she was a Christian and a 
woman, and had lieen a inothei of chihhen, that she 
would take pity on her, and, if possible, assist her, 
HO that she might but come to me and speak a few 
words lo me 

The tcnder-heai ted Quaker told me the giil spoke 
this with siuh moMiig eIo(|ueiice that it foiced tears 
fioin her, but she was obliged to say that she 
neither knew wheie I was gone oi how lo wiite to 
me , but that if she did exn see me again she w’ould 
not fail to give me an luiounl of all she had said to 
her, or that she should yet tliink fit tosa), and to 
take iiiv answer lo it, if I thought fit to give any 

Then the Quaker took the fieedoin to ask a few 
partii 111 ai-s about this wondeiful stoi y, as she called 
it, at which the gut, Ixgiiiniiig at the fust dis- 
tresses of iiiy life, and indied of hei own, went 
thiougli all the hisfoiy of bn iiiisvrable ediuation, 
her service under the I^ady Roxana, as she called me, 
and bei relief by Jlrs Amy, with the reasons she 
had to believe that as Amy owned hei'self to be the 
same that lived with bei motliei, and especially that 
Amy was the Indy Roxana's maid too, and came 
out of Fiance with lier. she was by those circuin- 
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stance-., and seseral others in her conversatioD, a.s 
fully convinced that the Lady Kosana was her 

mothei. as she was that the Lady at her house 

(the Quaker’s) was the very same Roxana that she 
had been servant to 

My good fiicnd the Quaker, though teriibly 
shocked at the stoiy, and not well knowing what to 
sav, yet was too much my fiicnd to seem convinced 
in a thing which she did not know to be true, and 
which, if it H,Ls true, she could see plainly I had a 
mind should not be known, so she turned her dis- 
course to argue the giil out of il She insisted 
upon the slender evidence she h.-ul ot the fact itself, 
and the rudeness of claiming so ncai a i elation of 
one so much above hci, and of whose conccin in it 
she had no knowledge, at least no sulliciciit pioof, 
that as the ladv at hci bouse was a pc-rson above any 
disguises, so she could not lieheve that she would 
deny her being her daughtci, if she was leally her 
mother, that she was able sufhcientlv to have pro- 
vided foi hei if she h.-ul not a mind to have her 
known , and, therefoie, seeing she had heard all she 
had said of the Ladv Roxana, and was so far from 
owning herself to be the person, so she had censured 
that sham lady as a cheat and a common woman , 
and that ’t was ceitain she could never be biought 
to own a name and chaiacter she had so justly 
exposed 

Besides, she told hei that her lodger, meaning me, 
was not a sham lady, but the leal wife of a knight- 
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baronet , and that she knew her to be honestly 
such, and far aho^e such a person as she had 
described She then added that she had another 
reason why it was not very possible to be true 
“And that is,” says she, “thy age is in the way; 
foi thou a( kiiowlcdgest that thou art four-nnd 
twenty yeai-s old, and tViat thou wast the youngest 
of three of tin niothu’s children . so that, by thy 
account, thy mother must be extremely young, oi 
this lady cannot be thy niothei , for thou seest,” 
says she, “and any one iimi see, she is but a young 
woman now, and cannot be siijiposed to be above forty 
yeais old, if she is so much , and is now big with 
(hild at her going into the country, so that I can- 
not give any credit to thv notion of hei being thy 
inotlicT , and if I might counsel thc'c, it should be to 
gi'e 01 ei that thought, as an improbable story that 
does but serve to disoidei thee, and disturb thv 
head , for,” addeil she. “ I perceive thou art much 
distill bed indeed ” 

But this was all nothing . she could be satisfied 
with nothing but seeing me, but tin; Quakei de- 
fended herself very well, and insisted on it that slie 
could not give her any account of me , and finding 
her still mifioi tunate, she affected at last being a 
little disgusted that she should not believe her, and 
added, tliat indeed, if she had known where I was 
gone, she would not haie given any one an account 
of It, unless I had given hei orders to do so “ But 
seeing she has not acquainted me,” says she, “ where 
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she has gone, ’t is an intimation to me she w as not 
desirous it should be publicly Unovin," and with 
this she rose up, which was as plain a desiring hei 
to rise up too and begone as could be expiessed, 
except the downright showing hfr the dooi 

Well, the girl rejected all this, and told her she 
could not indeed expect that she (the Ouaker) should 
be affected with the story she had told hci, however 
moving, or that she should take any pit\ on her 
That it was her niisfoitiine, that when she was at the 
house before, and in the loom with me, she did not 
beg to speak a word with me in [irivate, or throw 
herself upon the floor at iny feet, and claim what the 
affection of n mother would have done foi her, but 
since she had slipped hei opportunity, she would wait 
for anothci . that she found by hei (the Quaker's) 
talk, that she had not cpiite left hei lodgings, but 
was gone into the countr\, she supposed foi the an , 
and she was lesolved she would take so much knight- 
ericintry upon her, that she would visit all the mring- 
places in the nation, and even all the kingdom over, 
ay, and Holland too, but she would hnd me, foi she 
was satisfied she could so convince me that she was 
my own child, that I would not deny it , and she was 
suic I was so tender and compassionate, I would not 
let her peiish alter I was convinced that she was my 
own flesh and blood , and in saiing she would visit 
all the airing-plaees in England, she reckoned them 
all up by name, and began with Tiinbndge, the very 
place 1 was gone to , then reckoning up Epsom, 
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North Hall, Bamet, Newmarket, Bui^ , and at last, 
the Bath , and with this she took her leave 

My faithful aifent the Qiiakei failed not to write 
to me imniediatelj , but as she was a luniiing as well 
as an honest woman, it presently occurred to hei that 
this was a story viliich, whether true oi false, was not 
veiy fit to tome to mv husband's knowledge, that as 
she did not know what I might have been, or might 
have been called in former times, and how -far there 
might have been something or nothing in it, so she 
thought if it wiLs a seciet I ought to have the telling 
it myself, and if it was not, it might as well be public 
afterwards as now , and that, at least, she ought to 
leave it where she found it, anfl not hand it forwards 
to nn^liudv without mv (onsoiit These prudent 
measures were inexpiessihlv kind, iis well as season- 
able , foi it had lK>en likvlv enough that hei lettei 
might have lonie public Iv to me, and though mv 
husband would uut have ojiened it. \et it would have 
looked a little odd that I should (omeal its contents 
fiom hiiii, when I had pretended so much to com- 
munuate all mj affairs 

In consequence of this wise vnution, mv good fiiend 
only wiote me in few woicls, that the impertinent 
young woman had lieen with hei, as she expected she 
would , and that she thought it would be \ery con- 
venient that, if I could spare Chenv, I would send 
her up (meaning Amy), liecniise she found theie 
might be some cxcasiaii foi hei 

As it happened, this Icttei was enclosed to Amy 

[ 176 ] 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 


herself, and not sent by the uay I Fiad ut first ordered , 
but it tame safe to my hands, and though I was 
alarmed a little at it, yet I was not acquainted with 
the danger 1 was in of an immediate Msit from this 
teasing iieatuic till aftei wards , and I ran a greatei 
risk, indeed, than ordinari, in that I did not send 
Amy up under thirteen or fourteen da^s, believing 
myself as much coiuealed at Tunbndge as if I had 
been at \ leiina 

But the coiicein o( my faithful spy (for such my 
Qiiakei was now, upon tlic mere foot of hei own saga- 
city), I say, her concern forme, was my safety in this 
exigence, when I was, as it wcie, keeping no guard 
foi myself, foi, hnding Amy not come up, and that 
she did not know how soon this wild thing might 
put liei designed ramble in praitiie, she sent r ines- 
sciigei to the captain's wife’s house, where she lodged, 
to tell hei that she wanted to speak with her She 
was at the heels of the messengei. and canieceger for 
some news, and hoped, she said, the lady (meaning 
me) had been come to town 

Tlie Quaker, with as niuih caution as she wa.s mis- 
tiess of, not to tell a downright lie, made her believe 
she expected to heai of me veiv quickly, and fre- 
cjueiitly, by the by, speaking of lieiiig abroad to 
take the air, talked of the country about Buiy,'hc)w 
pleasant it was, how wholesome, and how line an 
air, how the downs about New iiiaiket were exceed- 
ing fine, and what a vast deal of company there was, 
now the court was theie , till at last, the girl be- 
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gall to conclude that ladyship was. gone thither, 
for, she said, she knew I loved to see a great deal 
of rompativ 

“Nay,” says mj friend, “thou takest me wrong, I 
did not suggest,” sn\ s she, “ that the person thou m" 
quirest after is gone thither, neither do I believe she 
18, I assure thee ” Well, the girl smiled, and let her 
know that she believed it loi all that, so, to clench 
it fast, “Venly,” says she, with gient seriousness, 
“thou dost not do well, for tlion suspectcst every- 
thing and Ixibcvest nothing 1 speak solemnly to 
thee thul I do not believe they aie gone that way . 
ao if thou guest thyself tlie trouble to go that way, 
and art disajipointcd, do not say that I have deceived 
thee ” She knew well enough that if this did abate 
her suspicion it would not leinovc it, anj that it 
would do little nioie than amuse hei , but by this 
she kept her in susjiense till Amy tame up, and that 
was enough 

When Amy tame up, she was quite confounded to 
heai the lelation which the yimker gave her, and 
found means to aci)uiuiit me of it , only letting me 
know, to my great satisfaetion, that she would not 
come to Tuiibiidge first, but that she would teitainly 
go to Newmiuktt oi Uuiy fiist 

liowever, it gave me yeiy gieat uneasiness , for as 
she resohed to iambic iii searth after me ovei the 
whole eountry, I was safe nowhert', no, not in Hol- 
land itself So indeed I did not know what to do 
with her , and thus 1 had a bittei in all niy sweet, 
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for I was continually perplexed with this hussy, and 
thought she haunted me like an evil spirit 

In the meantime Amy was next door to stark-mad 
nhout hei , she duist not see liei at my lodgings for 
hei life , and she went days without number to Spital- 
helds, where she used to loine, and to her former 
lodging, and could never meet with her At length 
slie took up a mad lesolution that she would go 
diieetly to the captain’s house in Rcdriff and speak 
with her It was a mad step, that’s true, but as 
Ann said she was mad, so nothing she could do lould 
be otherwise For if Amy had found her at Hediiff, 
she (the girl) would have concluded presently that 
the Quaker had given hei notice, mid so that we weie 
all of a knot , and that, in shoi t, all she had said 
was righti But ns it happened, things came to hit 
bettei than wc expected, foi that Amy going out of 
a coach to take water at Tower Wharf, meets the 
girl jiist come on shore, having ciossed the water fiom 
RediifF Amy made .as if she would have passed by 
her, though they met so full that she did not pretend 
she did not see her, for she looked faiily upon her 
first, but then turning her he, ad away with a slight, 
offered to go from her , but the giil stopped, and 
spoke fust, and made some inannci-s to her 

Am} spoke coldly to her, and a little nngiy , and 
aflei some words, st.niding in the street or passage, 
the girl saying she seemed to be angiy, and would 
not have spoken to her, “ Whv,” says Amy, “how 
can }Ou expect I should have any inoie to say to }0U 
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after I had done so much for ^ou, and you have 
behaved so to nip ’ ” The girl seemed to take no 
notice of tiiat now, but answered, “ I was going to 
wait on you now ” “ Wait on me ' ” says Amy , 
“what do ion mean by that?” “Why,” says she 
again, with a kind of faimliantv, “I was going to 
your lodgings ” 

Amy was pi-ovoked to the last degree at her, and 
yet she thought it was not her time to lesent, be- 
eansc she had a iiiaie fatal and wicked design m her 
head against liei , whicli, indeed, I never knew till 
after it was executed, nor durst Amy e\ei eommuni- 
cate it to me for as I had alwavs expressed myself 
vehemently against hurting a hair of her head, so 
she was resolved to take her own measures without 
consulting me any more . 

In ordti to this, Amy gave hei good words, and 
concealed her resentment as much as she could , and 
when she talked of going to liei lixlging, Amy smiled 
and said nothing, but called for a pair of oars to go 
to Gieenwuli, and asked her, sec-ing she said she 
was going to her lodging, to go along with hei, for 
she was going home, and was all alone 

Amy did tins with such a stock of assuiance that 
the gill was confounded, and knew not what to say , 
but the more she hesitated, the more Amy pressed 
her to go ; and talking vciy kindly to hei, told hei 
if she did not go to sec lici lodgings she might go to 
kL*ep her company, and she would pay a boat to 
bung ber back again , so, in a word, Amy prevailed 
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on her to go into the boat with her, and earned her 
down to Greenwitb 

T.’ IS certain that Amy had no moie business at 
Greenwich tlian I had, nor was she going thithei , 
but we were nil hnmpeied to the last dcgiec with 
the impertinence of this crcntuie, and, in pnrticulai, 
I was horribly perplexed with it 

As they were in the boat, Amy began to reproach 
her with ingratitude in treating hei so ludelv who 
had done so much for her, and been so kind to her, 
and to ask hei what she hail got by it, or what she 
expected to get Then tame in my share, the Lady 
Roxana Aiiiv jested with that, and bantered hei a 
little, and asked hei if she had found hei jet 

But Amy was both siirpiiscd and enraged when 
the gill told hei roundly that she thanked hei for 
what she had done for hei, but that she would not 
have her think she was so ignorant as not to know 
that what she (\mv)had done was by her iiiothei's 
Older, and who she was iK’holden to foi il That 
she could never make iiistinments pass for piinnpals, 
and pav the debt to the agent when tlie obligation 
was all to the original That she knew well enough 
who she was, and wiio she was employed by That 

she knew the Lady veiy well (naming the name 

that I now went by), which was my husband’s tiue 
name, and by which she might know whether she 
had found out hei luothei or no. 

Amy wished her at the bottom of the Thames , 
and had there been no watermen in the boat, and 
[ 181 ] 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 

nobofly in Mglit, she swore to me she would have 
thrown her into the nier 1 wn'. honibly disturbed 
when bhe told me this ston, and began to think this 
would, at last, all end in my ruin , but when Amy 
spoke of thiowing hei into the river and drowning 
hci, I was so piuvoked nt her that all my rage 
turned against Amy, and I fell thoioughly out with 
her I had now kept Amy almost thirty years, and 
found her on all occasions the faithfullest creature to 
me that ever woman had — I say, faithful to me, 
foi, however wicked she was, still she wa-s true to 
me , and even tins lagc of hers was all upon iny 
account, and foi feai any mischief should befall 
me 

But be that how it would, I could not bear the 
mention of hci iiiuicleiing tlie poot giil, and it put 
me so beside myself, that I rose up in a lage, and 
liade her gel out of iiiv sight, and out of m\ bouse , 
told her I diad kept her too long, and that I would 
never hc-e hci face inori I had bcfoie told bei that 
she was a niuideicr, and a blooclv -minded creature 
that she could not hut know that I could not bear 
the thought of it, much less the mention of it, and 
that it was the impiidenlcst thing that ever was 
known to make such a proposal to me, when she 
knew that I was really the iiiuthei of this girl, and 
that she was my own child, that it was wicked 
enough in hei, but that she must conclude I was ten 
times wickedei than hci-self it I could come into it , 
that the giil was m the right, and I had nothing to 
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blame her for , but that it «a» o»iiig to the wicked- 
ness of my life that made it necessary for me to keep 
lier from a discover3 , but that I would not murder 
mv child, though I was otherwise to be ruined by it 
Am} replied, somewhat rough and short. Would I 
not? but she would, she said, if she had an op- 
portunity , and upon these woids it was that I bade 
her get out of niy sight and out of my house , and it 
went so far that Amy packed up her alls, and marched 
oft, and was gone for almost good and all But of 
that in its order , I must go baik to her lelatioii of 
the voyage which they made to Gi eenwich together 

They held on the iviangle all the way by water , 
the girl insisted upon hei knowing that I was her 
mother, and told her all the liistory of my life in the 
Fall Mall, as well aflei hei being turned away os 
befoie, and of my uiaiiiagc since, and which was 
worse, not only who my piesont husband was, but 
wheie he had lived, vi/ , at Rouen in Frojice She 
knew nothing of Fans oi of wlieie we was going to 
live, namelv, at Nimeguen , but told her in so many 
woids that if she could not find me heie, she would 
go to Holland after me 

They landed at Greenwich, and Amy carried her 
into the paik with her, and they walked above two 
hours there in the faithcsl and remotest walks, 
which Amy did because, as they talked with great 
heat, it was apparent they W'ere quaiTelling, and the 
people took notice of it 

They walked till they came almost to the wildei- 
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ness at the south side of the paik , but the giil, per- 
ceiving Ain)’ ofFeied to go in theie among the woods 
and trees, stopped short there, and would go no 
farther , but said she would not go in there 

Am) smiled, ond asked her what 'was the matter? 
She replied short, she did not know where she was, 
noi where she was going to carry her, and she would 
go no farther , and without anv more ceremony, 
tuins back, and walks apace away fiom her Amy 
owned she was sui prised, and came back too, and 
called to her, upon which the girl stopped, and Amy 
coming up to her, asked her what she meant? 

The gill boldly replied she did not know but she 
might muider her , and that, in short, she would not 
trust herself with her, and never would comt into hei 
toiripany again alone 

It was very provoking, but, however, Amv kept 
her temper witli much difficulty and boie it, know- 
ing that much might depend upon it , so she mocked 
lier foolish jealousv, and told hei slie need not be un- 
easy for hei, she would do hei no harm, and would 
have done her good if she would have let her, but 
since she was of such a refractor) humour, she should 
not trouble lierself, lor she should never come into 
her company again , and that neither she or her 
brother oi sister should cvei hear from hei or see 
her any more , and so she should have the satisfac- 
tion of being the luin of her bi other and sisters as 
well as of herself 

The girl seemed a little mollified at that, and said 
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that for heiielf, she knew the worst of it, she could 
seek her fortune , but it was hard her brother and 
sister should suffei on her scoie ; and said sonielhing 
that was tender and well enough on that account 
But Amy told liei it was for her to take that into 
consideiation , foi she would let her see that it was 
all her own, that she would ha\e done them all 
good, but that having been used thus, she would do 
no more for an\ of them , and that she should not 
need to be afiaid t« come into her eompany again, 
for she would nevei give her occasion for it any 
more This, by the way, was false in the giil too 
for she did venture into Ann’s company again aftei 
that, once too much, os I shall lelate bv itself 

They grew cooler, howevei, aftci wards, and Amy 
earned her into a house at Gieenwuh, where she 
was acquainted, and took an oicasioii to leave the 
girl in a room awhile, to speak to the people in the 
house, and so piepaie them to own her as a lodgei 
in the house , and then going in to her again told 
her theie she lodged, it she had a mind to find her 
out, oi if anybody else had anything to say to her 
And so Amy dismissed hci, and got iid of her again , 
and finding an empty hackney-coach m the town, 
came away by land to London, and the glil, going 
down to the water-side, came by boat 

This conversation did not answer Amy's end at 
all, because it did not secure the girl fiom pursiiirig 
her design of hunting me out , and though niy in- 
defatigable friend the Quaker amused her three or 
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four days, yet I had such notice of it at last that I 
thought fit to come away fiom Tunbridge upon it 
And wheie to go I knew not, but, in short, I went 
to a litHe village upon Epping Forest, called Wood- 
foid, and took lodgings in n private house, where I 
lived retired about six weeks, till I thought she 
might be tired of her seaich, and have given me 
over 

Here I received an account from my trusty Quaker 
that the wench hod leallv been at Tunbridge, had 
found out my lodgings, and had told her tale theie 
111 a most dismal tone , that she had followed us, as 
ahe thought, to London , but the Quaker had an- 
swered her that she knew notliing of it, which was 
indeed tiue , and had admonished her to be easy, 
and not hunt aftei people of sucli fashion as we 
were, as if we wcie thieves, that she might be 
a-ssuicd, that since I was not willing to see hei, 1 
would not be finced to it, and treating me thus 
would etlectuallv disoblige me And with such 
diseouises as these she c|uicted her, and she (the 
Quiikei) added that she hojiecl I should not be 
tiouWed much more with hei 

It was in this time that Amy gave me the histoiy 
of her Greenwich voyage, when she spoke of drown- 
ing and killing the giil in so serious a mannei, and 
with sueli an apjmrent i-esolutioii of doing it, that, os 
I said, put mein a lage with hei, so that I effectually 
turned her away from me, as I have said above, and 
she was gone , nor did she so much as tell me 
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whither or wtiich way she Wii-s gone On the other 
hand, when I came to reflect on it that now I liad 
neither assistant oi confidant to speak to, or leccue 
the least information from, iii^ friend the Quakei 
excepted, it made me ceij uneasy 

I waited and expected and wonderc'd from day to 
day, still thinking Amy would one time oi othei 
think a little and come again, or at least let me hem 
of lier , but foi ten days togethei 1 heard nothing of 
hei I was so impatient that 1 'got neither rest by 
day or sleep by night, and what to do I knew not 
I durst not go to town to the (Quakers foi Icai of 
meeting that vexatious creatuie, my girl, and I could 
get no intelligcme whcie I was , so I got my spouse, 
upon pretence of Wruitiiig her tonipain, to take the 
coach one day and fetch iny good yuakci to me 
When I had her, I durst ask lui no (|uestioiis, noi 
liardly knew which end of the business to Ix'giii to 
talk of, but of her own accord sin told me thnt the 
gill had been tliiee or four tiii'cs hamitmg her for 
iic'ws fioiii me, and that she bad l>een so ti nublesorne 
that she had lieeu obliged to show' heiself a little 
angry with her , and at last told hei plainly that she 
need give herself no trouble in seal clung aftei me by 
her means, for she (the Quaker) would not tell her if 
she knew , upon which she lefiaiiitd awhile But, 
on the othei hand, she told me it was not safe foi 
me to send my own coach for her to come in, for she 
had some leason to belicie that sue (my daiightei) 
watched her door niglit and dav , nay, and watched 
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her too ever) tune !ihc uetit in and out, foi tihe uas 
so bent upon a Ji-.<overy that she spared no pains, 
and she belies td she had taken a lodging very near 
their house for that pin pose 

1 could haidlv gi»e her a healing of all this foi iny 
eagerness to ask foi Ain^ , but I Has confounded 
when she told me she had heard nothing of her It 
is impossible to expiiss the anxious thoughts that 
lolled about in iiiv mind, and coiitinuallv perplexed 
me about her, partu iilarly I leproatbed m^sidf with 
my lashiitss in tuining nwav so faithful a creature 
that foi so many ycnis had not only been a sei vant 
but an agent , and net only an agent, but a friend, 
and a faithful friend loo 

Tlieri I considered too tlmt Amy knew all the 
secret histoiy of my life , had bc>cn in all the intrigues 
of it, and been a paity in both c\il ,and good . and 
at best there was no poluv in it. that as it was 
very ungenerous and unkind to run things to such 
an extiejiiity with hci, and tor an ixiasion, too, in 
which all the fault she was guilty of wa-s owing to 
hei exiessivc eaie foi my saletc, so it must lie only 
her steady kiiidni'ss to me, and an exiess of generous 
fiieiidship foi me, that should keep her fixim ill-using 
me 111 return for it , which ill-using me was enough 
111 her jHiwer, and ought be my uttci undoing 

These thoughts perplexed me exceedingly, and 
what c-ourse to take I leully did not know I began, 
indeed, to give Amy quite over, for she had now been 
gone aboie a foitiiiglil, and as she had taken away 
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all her clothes, and her money too, which was not a 
little, and so had no occasion of that kind to come 
any more, so she had not left any word whcie she « as 
gone, 01 to which pai t of the world I might send to 
hear of hei 

And I was tioubled on anothei account too, vu , 
that iny spouse and I too had resolved to do very 
handsoiiielv foi Aiiiv, without considering what she 
might have got anothei wav at all, but we had said 
nothing of it to liei, and so I thought, as she liad 
not known what was likelv to tall in her way, she 
had not the niHuence of that expectation to iiiakt 
hei come hack 

ITpon the whole, the pciplexitv of tins girl, who 
hunted me as if, like a Inaiml, slie imil had a hot 
scent, but was now at i fault, ] sav, that pciplexitv, 
and this otliei pait ot Amv licaiig gone, issued ni 
this — I I ('solved to lie gone, and go ovoi to Holland , 
tlieie, I hclieved, I should la* at test So I took 
ociasioii one dav to tell iiiv spouse that I vvas afraid 
he might take it ill that I had annised liiiii thus long, 
and that <it last I douhted 1 was not withclnld , and 
thal sinec it was so, oen things being paekeel up, and 
all 111 oieici ten going to Holland, I would go nway 
now when he pleased 

My spouse, who WHS peifeeth easy whether in 
going cn staving, left it all oritiiely l(* me , so I con- 
sidered ot it, aijel began to jiiepaie again foi my 
voyage ]iul,alas ' I was iiiesolute to the last degiee 
I was, foi want of Amy, destitute , 1 had lost iiiy 
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nght hand , she «a<i mj steward, gathered in mj' rents 
(I mean my inleiest iiionev) and kept iny accounts, 
and. 111 a »oid, did all my business , and without 
her, indeed, I knew not how to go away nor how 
to stay But nil accident thiust itself iii here, and 
that even in A niy\ conduct too, vvhuh flighted me 
Hwny, and without her too, in the utmost horror 
and confusion 

I have related how niv faithful friend the Quakei 
was come to me. and what account she gave me of 
her being contniuallv Imuntcsl bv mv daughter , and 
that, a-s she said, she watched her veiy door night and 
(lav The tiiith W’as, she had set a spy to watch so 
effectually that she (the Quakei ) neither went in oi 
out but she had notice of it 

Ihis was too evident when, the next morning after 
she came to me (for I kept her all night), to nu un- 
speakable surprise I saw a hac knev -coach stop at the 
door wheie I lodged, and saw hei (m\ daughter) in 
the coach all alone It wasaveiv good chance, in 
the middle of a bad one, that nn husband had taken 
out the coach that verv morning, and was gone to 
London As foi me, I had iieithei life or soul left 
in me , I was so coiifoinicleci I knew not what to do 
or to say 

My happy visitor had more presence of mind than 
I, and asked me if I li.ul made no acquaintance 
among the ncighboui-s I told her, yes, there was a 
lady lodged two doors off that I was very intimate 
wikh “But host thou no way out backward to go 
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to her'’” sa\s she Now it happened theie was a 
barlv-dnoi in the garden, by whith we usu.vll> went 
and came to and fioiii the house, so 1 told lier of it 
“Well, well,'" says she, “go out and make a usit 
then, and leave the rest to me” Away I run, told 
the lady (for I was very fiee there) that I was a 
widow to-day, my spouse being gone to London, so I 
came not to visit hei, but to dwell with hei that day, 
heeause also our landlady bad got strangers loine 
fiom I^ndon So having fiained this ordeily lit, I 
pulled some work out of my pocket, and added I did 
not come to be idle 

As I went out one way, my fnend the Quaker went 
the other to receive this unwelcome guest The giil 
made but little ceremony, but haying bid the lonch- 
man ring at the gate, gets down out of the coach 
and comes to the dooi, a toniitry giil going to the 
dooi (belonging to tlic house), foi the Qii.ikei foi- 
bid any of my maids going Madam asked for iny 
Quaker by name, and the girl asked hei to walk in 

Upon this, my Quakei, seeing theie was no hang- 
ing back, goes to liei immediately, but )mt rdl the 
giavity upon her i oiiiitenauce that she was mistiess 
of, and that was not a little indeed 

When she (the Quaker) tame into the loom (for 
they had showed my daughter into a little parloin), 
she kept her grave tountenaiue, but said nut a word, 
nor did my daughter speak n good while, hot after 
some time my girl began and said, “I supjiose you 
know me, madam ” 
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“ Yes," says the Quakei, “ I know thee " And so 
the dialogue went on 

Girl Then you know my business too ? 

Quaker No, veiilv, I do not know any business 
thou canst have here with me 

Girl Indeed, rny business is not chiefly with you 
Qu Why, then, dost thou come after me thus far? 
Girl You know whom I seek [Jnd with that 
nhe cried ] 

Qic But why shouldst thou follow me foi her, 
Binc-e thou know’st that I assured thee more than 
once that I knew not where she was ? 

Girl But I hoped you could 
Qu Then thou niiist hope that I did not speak 
the trath, which would be \cr\ wicked 
Gill I doubt not but slie is in this house 
Qu If those be thy thoughts, thou inav'st inquire 
in tlie house , so thou hast no more business with 
me Farewell ' [Offeix to gv] 

Girl I would not tie uncivil . I beg you to let me 
see her 

Qu I am heie to visit some of my iiiends, and I 
think thou art not verv civil ni following me hithei 
Girl I came in hojies of a discovers in my great 
aflaii which you know of 

Qu Thou cam st w ildly, indeed , I counsel thee 
to go back again, and lie easy , I shall keep my woicl 
with thee, that I would not meddle in it, or give 
thee any account, if I knew it, unless I had her 
orders 
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Gxrl If you knew niy distress ^ou could not be 
so cruel 

Qii Thou hast told me all thy story, and I think 
it might be more iruelty to tell tliee than not to tell 
thee , for I understand she is resolved not to see 
tbee, and declares she is not tbv mother Will’st 
thou be owned where thou hast no relation ? 

Girl Oh, if I (ould hut speak to her, I would 
prove my relation to hei so that she could not deny 
it any longei 

Qh Well, but thou ennst not come to speak with 
hei, it seems 

Girl I hope you will tell me if she is here I had 
a good account that you were- come out to see her, 
and that she sent foi you 

Qu I much wonder how thon conldst have such 
an account If I had come out to see hei, thou hast 
happened to miss the house, foi I assuie thee she is 
not to he found in this house 

Heie the giil iinpoitmic-d hci again with the ut- 
most cai nestness, and ciiccl hitteily, insomnch that 
my jiooi Quakei was sotteneil with it, and began to 
persuade me to considei of it, and, if it might con- 
sist with mv affaiis, to see her, and hear what she 
had to say , but this was ufleiwaids I letuin to 
the discouise 

The Quaker was peipleae-d with her a long tune, 
she talked of sending Iwck the coach, and lying in 
the town all night This, my f'lieiid knew, voulcl 
he very uneasv to me, hut she durst not speak a woid 
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against it . but on a sudden thought, she offered a 
bold stroke which, though dangerous if it had hap- 
pened wiong, had its desired effect 

She told her that, ns foi dismissing her coach, that 
was as she pleased, she ^)elIev€^d she would not easily 
get a lodging in the town , but that as she was in a 
strange place, she would so niiich befiiend hei, that 
she would speak to the people of the house, that if 
tliey had room, she might have a lodging theie foi 
one night, rnthei than lie foiced back to London 
before she was fiee to go 

Tills was a cunning, though a dangerous step, and 
it siuieeded accordmgli, foi it aniusc'd the eiealuie 
eiitiieli, and she pieseiitlv concluded that leallv I 
<oiild not lie theie then, othei w ise she would never 
ha\e a-sked her to lie in the house so she grew told 
again [iresentlv as to lier lodging there, and said, 
\o, suite it was so, she would go hack that after- 
noon, but she would tonic again in two oi tliree 
dn\s, and sciirth that and nil the towns lound in an 
effectual iiianiiei, if she slaved a week oi two to do 
it. foi. III shoit, if I was 111 England oi Holland 
she would find me 

“In truth,' says the (Quaker, “thou wilt make me 
very hurtful to lliee, then ’ “Why so''" says she, 
“ Because wheieiei I go, thou wilt put thyself to 
gieat expense, and the couiitiy to a gieat deal of un- 
necessary trouble" “Not unnecessary," says she 
“ Yes, truly," says the Quakei , “it must be unneces- 
sary, because it will be to no purpose I think I 
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must abide in my o»n house to save thee that 
charge and trouble ” 

She said little to that, except that, she said, she 
ivould give her as little tiouble as possible , but she 
was afiaid she should sometimes be uneasy to her, 
which she hoped she would excuse M\ Quakei told 
her she would much lathci excuse her if she would 
forbear , foi that if she would believe hei, she would 
assuie her she should never get anv intelligence of 
me by hei 

'i'hat set her into tears again , but aftei a while, 
lecoveriiig herself, she told hei pei Imps she might be 
misUkeii . and she (the Quakei) should watch hei- 
self veiy iiariowlv. or she might one time or other 
get some iiitelligeiue fiom hei, whelhei she would or 
110 , and she was satishcd she h.ul gamed some of her 
bi this join nev, foi that if I was not in the house, I 
was not fai off , mid if I did not iciiiove m'i\ quii kh, 
she would hint me out “\cii well,'’ sa\s my 
Quakei “then if the ladv is not willing to see thee, 
thou guest me iiiituc to tell he, that she may get 
out of th\ WH\ 

She flew out ill a lagc at that, and told ill) fiieiid 
th.it if she (lid. a ciiise would follow hci, and her 
(hildieii atfci hei, and deiiuiiiiced such lion id things 
upon lici as liighted the pool tinulci -hem ted Quaker 
sfiangch, .111(1 put hei iiioie out of teinpei th.in ever 
1 saw hei hetoie so that slie lesolved to go home 
the next iiioiniiig, mid I, that was ten tinns moie 
uneasv than she, icsolved to follow hei, and go to 
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Ix)nflon too, wliith, liowev4;i, upon second thoughts, 
I did not, but tofik effectual measures not to be seen 
or owned if she came any more, but I heard no 
nioie of liei for some time 

I sta>ed there about a fortnight, and in all that 
time I heaid no more of her, oi of niv Quaker about 
her, but after about two days moie, I had a letter 
from m\ Quaker, intimating that she bad something 
of moment to say, that she could not communicate 
b\ letter, but wished I would give myself the trouble 
to come up, diicctiiig me to come with the coach 
into Goodman’s Fields, and then walk to hei batk- 
dooi on foot, which lieing left open on puipose, the 
watchful lady, if she had any spies, could not well 
see me 

Mv thoughts had foi so long time been kept, as it 
were, waking, that almost eveivthing gave me fhe 
alaiiii, and this espeendh, so that I was very uneasy , 
hut I could not bung matters to bear to make my 
cuniing to London so dear to mv husband as I would 
have done , foi he liked the place, and had a mind, 
he said, to stav a little longei, if it was not against 
my iiu linatioii , so I wiote my fnend the Quaker 
woid that I could not come to town yet , and that, 
liesides, I could not think of lieing there under spies, 
and afiaiil to look out of doois , and so, in shoit, I 
put oft going for near a fortnight more 

At the end of that time she wrote again, in which 
she told me that she had not lately seen the impierti- 
nent visitoi which had been so tioublesome, but 
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that she had seen my trusty agent Amy, who told 
hei she had cued for six weeks without intermission , 
that Amy had given her an account how trouble- 
some the creature had been, and to what straits and 
perplexities I was driven by her hunting aftei mid 
following me fioni place to place, upon which Amy 
had said, that, notwithstanding I wasangiy with hei, 
and had used her so hardly foi saying soiiiethliig 
about hei of the same kind, ^et there was an abso- 
lute necessity of secuiiiig her, and leiiioviiig her out 
of the wav , and that, in shoit, without asking my 
leave, or anybody’s leave, she should take caie she 
should trouble hei misticss (meaning me) no more . 
and that after Amy had said so, she had indeed 
never henid any nioie of the giil, so that she sup- 
posed Aniv had managed it so well as to jiiit an end 
to it 

The innocent, well-uieaning creatuie, my yunkei, 
who was all kindness and goodness in hei self, and 
particularly to me, saw nothing in this , but she 
thought Aniv had found some wav to persuade her 
to be quiet and easy, and to gne oier teasing and 
following me, and lejoiced in it for iiiv sake , as she 
thought nothing of any evil herself, so she suspected 
none in anybody else, and was exceeding glad of 
having such good news to write to me, but riiy 
thoughts of it run othciwise 

I was struck, as with a blast from hea\en, at the 
reading her letter , I fell into a fit of tienibling from 
head to foot, and I ion raving about the loom like a 
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mad woman I liad nobody to ‘peak a word to, to 
gi\e vent U) n)^ passion , nor did I speak a word for 
a go<«l while, till after it had almost oseitome me 
I threw myself on the bed, and tiled out, “ Lord, be 
meiciful to me, she has muidticd child ' ” and 
with that a flood of tears buist out, and I cned 
sehementlv for above an houi 

My husband was veiv happily gone out a-hunting, 
so that I had the opportunity of being alone, and to 
give my passions some vent, by which I a little re- 
covered myself Rut after my ciying was over, then 
I fell 111 a new rage at Amy , I tailed her a thousand 
devils and monsters and hard -hcni ted tigeis, I re- 
prouthed her with hci knowing that I abhoiied it, 
and had let hci know it sufliticntly, in that I had, 
at it were, kicked her out of doois, after so many 
years' fi leiidship and sei vice, only foi naming it to 
me 

Well, after some time, my spouse tame iii from his 
sport, and I put on the best looks 1 tould to deceive 
him , but he did not take so little notice of me as 
not to see I had been trying, and that something 
tiouhled me, and he pressed me to tell him I 
seemed to bung it out with reluctance, but told him 
my backwardness was iiioie because I was ashamed 
that such a triHc should have any effect upon me, 
than for any weight that was in it , so I told him I 
had been vexing mvself about my woman Amy's not 
coming again , that she might have known me better 
than not to believe I should have been friends with 
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her again, and the like, and that, in shoit, I had 
lost the best servant by niv rai>hne(,s that evei woman 
had 

“ Well, well,” says he, “ if that be all vour gnof, I 
hope you will soon shake it olf , I ’ll wan ant \ou in a 
little while we shall hear of Mi’s Amy again ” And 
so it went off for that tune But it did not go off 
with me, for I was uneasy and terrihed to the last 
degree, and wanted to get some farther account of 
the thing So I went away to my sure and ceitaiii 
Lomfoitei, the Quakei, and theie I had the whole 
story of it, and the good innocent Quaker gave 
me joy of my being nd of such an unsullerable 
toi mentor 

“ Rid of hei ' A\,” says I, “ if I was nd of her 

faiily and hoiiourablv , but I don’t know what Amy 
may have done Sure, she ha’n’t made lier away 
“Oh fie'” says iiiv Quakei , “liow tnii-l thou enter- 
tain such a notion ' No, no Made hei away ^ 
Amy didn’t talk like that, I dare say thou niay’st 
be easy in that . Amy has nothing of that in her 
liead, I dale sav,’sHys she and so thiew it, as it 
weie, out of in\ thoughts 

But it would not do, it lUii in my liead con- 
tinually night and dav I could think of nothing 
else, and it fived such a hoiicn of the fact upon 
iny spirits, and such a detestation of Amy, who I 
looked upon as the tiiuidercr, that, as for her, I 
believe if I could have seen hei I should certainly 
have sent her to Newgate, oi to a worse place, upon 
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Buspicion indeed, I think I could have killed her 
with my o» n hand-i 

As for the poor giil hei-self, she was, ever before 
my eyes , I saw her 1)\ night and by day , she 
haunted my iinagmation, if she did not haunt the 
house , my fanty showeil me hei m a hundred shapes 
and postures, sleeping oi viaking, she was with me 
Sometimes I thought I saw her with her throat cut, 
soiiietimes with her head cut, and hei hiaiiis knocked 
out, othei times hanged up upon a beam , another 
tune di owned in the gieat jiond at Cambeiwell 
And all these appearances weie teriif)ing to the 
last degit'e , and that whuh was still woise, I lould 
really hear nothing of hei , I sent to the captain's 
wife in llediitt', and she answeied me, she was gone 
to her relations in SpitalHelds I sent thither, and 
they said she was there about three weeks ago, but 
that she went out in a toaih with the gentlewoman 
that used to be so kind to hei, hut whither she was 
gone they knew not. toi she had not been there 
since I sent bmk the messenger tor a desciiption 
ot the wuiiian she went out with, .ind they desiribed 
hei so pcifectly, that I knew it to he Amy, and 
none hut Amy 

I sent word again that Mrs Amy, who she went 
out with, left hei in two or three hours, and that 
they should seaiih foi hei, lor 1 had a reason to fear 
she was murdered Tins frighted them all intol- 
erably They lielieic’d Ani\ had caiiied her to pay 
her a sum of money, and that somebody had watched 
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her after her having received it, and liad robbed and 
miirdeied her 

I believed nothing of that part, but I believed, 
as it was, that whatever was done, Amy had done it , 
and that, in short, Amv had made her nway , and 
I believed it the more, because Am\ came no moie 
near me, but confirmed hei guilt by hei absence 

Upon the whole, I mourned thus for her foi above 
a month, but finding Amv still tome not near me, 
and that I must put niy affairs in a posture that 
I might go to Holland, I opened all inv affaii-s to 
iny dew trusty fiieiid the yiiakei, and plated her, 
in matters of tuist, in the looin of Amy, and with 
a heavy, bleeding lieait foi iiiv poor giil, I embarked 
with iiiv spouse, and all oin equipage and goods, 
on board another Hollands tiader, not a packet- 
boat, and went ovei to Holland, where 1 ariivcd, 
as 1 have said 

I must put in a caution, however, heic, that you 
must not uudci>tand me as if I let iny friend the 
Quakei into any pait of the seiiet histoiy of my 
former life, noi did I toininit the grand leseived 
article of all to her, vi/, that I whs really the girl’s 
mother, and the Ladv Roxana , there was no need 
of that part being exposed , and it was always a 
maxim with me, that secrets should never be opened 
without evident utility It could be of no mainiei 
of use to me oi hei to coimnuincatG that part to 
her , besides, she was too honest lierself to make it 
safe to me, for though she loved me very sincerely 
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and it wait plain b} many uicumstances that she did 
so, yet slie would not he for me upon occasion, as 
Amy would, and therefore it was not advisable on 
any teinis to communicate that part , for if the girl, 
or any one else, should have come to her afterwaids, 
and put it home to her, whether she knew that I was 
the girl’s mothei or not, or was the same as the 
L^y Roxana or not, she either would not have 
denied it, or would have done it with so ill a grace, 
such blushing, such hesitations and faltenngs in her 
answers, as would have put the matter out of doubt, 
and betiayed herself and the seciet too 

Foi this reason, I say, I did not discovei anything 
of that kind to lioi , but I plated her, as I have said, 
in Amy’s stead in the othei affairs of receiving money, 
interests, rents, and the like, and she was as faithful 
os Amy could be, and as diligent 

But theie fell out a great difhtnltv heie, which I 
knew not how to get over , and this was how to con- 
vey the usual supply of provision and mcnev to the 
uncle and the other sister, who depended, especially 
the sister, upon the said supply foi hei support , and 
indec'd, though Amy had said rashly that she would 
not take any moie notice ot the sister, and would 
leave her to pei ish, as above, yet it was neither in my 
nature, or Amy’s either, much less was it in my^ de- 
sign , and therefoie I resolved to leave the manage- 
ment of what I had reserved for that work with my 
fiuthful Quaker, but how to diiect her to manage 
them was the great difficulty 
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A m3' had told them in io inanv words that she was 
not their mothei, but that she was the maid Amy, 
that earned them to then aunt’s , that slie and their 
mother went ovei to the East Indies to sock then for- 
tune, and that there frood things had befallen them, 
and that their inotliei was \eiy iich and happy , 
that she (Amy) had married in the Indies, but being 
now a widow, and lesoKing to come ovei to England, 
their mother had obliged her to ini|uiie them out, 
and do for them as she had done, and that now she 
was lesolved to go back to the Indies again , but that 
she had orders from their mother to do very hand- 
somely by them , and, 111 a word, told thcin she had 
i.'2000 apiece foi tliem, upon (oiiditioii that they 
proved sobei, and maiiied suitably to themselves, 
and did not throw themselves away upon scoundrels 
The good faiiiily in whose care they had been, I 
had resolved to take more than oidinary notice of, 
and Amy', by iny order, had acquainted them with 
it, and obliged niy daughters to promise to submit 
to their goveinmeiit, as foimeily, and to be ruled by 
the honest man as by a father and tounselloi , and 
engaged him to tieat them as his thildien And to 
oblige him effectually to take care of them, and to 
make his old age comfortable both to him and his 
wife, who had been so good to the orplians, I had 
ordered her to settle the other T’2000, that is to sav, 
the interest of it, which was X’120 a year, upon them, 
to be theirs for both their lives, but to come to my 
two daughtei's aftei them This was so just, and 
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was so prudently managed by Amy, that nothing she 
ever did foi rue pleased me better And in this pos- 
tnre, leaving my two daughters with their ancient 
friend, and so coming away to me (as they thought 
to the East Indies), she had prepared everything in 
order to her going ovei with me to Holland , and in 
this posture that ninttei stood wlitn that unhappy 
girl, who I have said so much of, broke in upon all 
our measures, as vou have heard, and, by an obstinacy 
never to be conquered or pncihed, either with threats 
or persuasions, pursued her scaich after me (her 
mother) as, I have said, till she brought me even to 
the blink of destiuctioh , and would, in all pioba- 
bility, have traced me out at last, if Amy had not, 
by the violence of hei passion, and by a wny which I 
had no knowledge of, and indeed abhoiied, put a 
stop to her, of which I cannot enter into the partic- 
ulars heie 

Hovvevei, notwithstanding tins, I could not think 
of going awav and leaving this woik so unfinished as 
Amv had tlii"eateiied to do, and for the folly of one 
child to leave the othei to starve, or to stop mv 
deter rained bounty to the good fmnilv I have men- 
tioned So, in a woid, I committed the finishing 
it all to my faithful tiieiid the Quakei, to whom 1 
coininunicated as much of the whole story as was 
ncaidful to empower her to pnfoim what Amy had 
promised, and to make bei talk so much to the pur- 
pose, as one employed moie lemotely than Amy had 
been, needed to be 
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To this purpose she had, fiist of all, a full posses- 
sion of the nione\ , and went fiist to the honest man 
and his wife, and settled all the inattci with them , 
when she talked of Mrs Ainv, she talked of her ns 
one that had been empowcied bv the mother of the 
gills in the Indies, but was obliged to go haik to 
the Indies, and had settled all sooner if she had not 
been hindered by the obstinate humour of the other 
danghtei , that she had left instiuctions with hei for 
the iLst, but that the other had attronted her so 
much that she was gone away witliout doing anything 
foi her , and that now, if anything was done, it must 
be o, fresh orders fioin tlie East Indies 

I need ‘'ot sny how puiictunlly niy new agent 
acted , but, whicu ' more, she brought the old 
man and his wife, and niy otoei "iditer. several 
times to her house, by whicli I had an ppportmiity, 
being there only as a lodgci, and a stranger, to see 
mv othei giil, which I liad neiei done befoic, since 
she was a little child 

The dav I tonhived to see them I'was dressed up 
in a Quaker’s habit, and looked so like a Quaker, that 
it was impossible foi them, who had newer seen me 
before, to suppose I had ever been am thing else , also 
my way of talking was suitable enough to it, foi I 
bad learned that long bcfoic 

I have not tune heie to take notice what a suiprisc 
it was to me to see my child, how it worked upon 
my affections , with wliat infinite struggle I iiiisteicd 
a strong inclination that I bad to discover myself to 
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her , how the girl was the ver) counterpart of m\- 
self, onlj miuh handsomer, and how sweetly and 
modestly she behaved , how, on that occasion, I 
resolved to do more for hei than I had appointed by 
Amy, and the like 

It IS enough to mention here, that as the settling 
this affair made wav for my going on board, not- 
withstanding the absence of my old agent Amy, so, 
howevei, I left some hints for Amy too, for I did 
not yet despaii of niy heaniig from her, and that 
if niy good (^iiakei should ever see her again, she 
should let hei see them, wherein, particulaily, 
oidering her to leave the affair of Spitalfields just 
as I had done, in the hands of mv fnend, she 
should come away to me , upon tL'.n condition, nevei- 
theless, that she "«vc- full satisfaction to iny fnend 
the Quaker that she had not murdered my child , 
for if she had, I told hei I would never sec her 
face more However, notwithstanding this, she eame 
over aftciwaids, without giving my fnend any of that 
satisfaction, oi any account that she intended to 
come Old 

I can say no more now, but that, as above, being 
arrived in Holland, with my spouse and his son, 
fornieily mentioned, I appeared theie with all the 
splendour and eipiipage suitable to oui new prospect, 
as I have already observed 

Ileie, after some few years of flourishing and out- 
wardly happy ciicumstances, I fell into a dreadful 
course of calamities, and Amy also , the very reverse 
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of oui former good days The blast of Heaven 
seemed to follow the injmv done the poor girl by ns 
both, and I was biought so low again, that mj le- 
pentance seemed to be only the consequence of my 
miseiy, as my misery was of my crime 
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CONTINUATION 

(From the J745 hdthon') 

I N resolving to go to Holland with niv hnsband, 
and take possession of the title of tonntess as 
soon as possible, I had a new of deceiving 
mv daughtci, weie she vet alive, and seeking 
me out , foi it seldom happens that a nobleman, oi 
his lady, aie tailed bv llieii siiinamcs, and as she 
was a sti angel to our noble title, might have iii- 

quii-ed at our next dooi neighbouis for Mr , 

the Dutch incrchaiit, and not liave been one jot 
the wiser for hei inquiry So one evening, soon 
after this resolution, ns I and iii\ husband vveie sit- 
ting together when supper was over, and talking of 
seveial various scenes in lift, I told him that, as 
theie was no likelihood of inv being with child, as I 
had some reason to suspect 1 was some tune before, 
I was ready to go with him to any part of the world, 
whenever he pleased I said, that great part of iny 
things were packed nj), and vv h.it w as not w ould not 
be long about, and that I had little occasion to buy 
any more clothes, linen, oi jewels, whilst I was in 
England, having a huge quantity of the richest and 
best of ev ery thing by me already On saying these 
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words, he took me in his arms, and told me that he 
looked on ivhat I had now spoken with so great 
an emphasis, to be mv settled lesolution, and the 
fault should not he on his side if it miscarried being 
put in practice 

The next morning he went out to see some mer- 
chants, who had received advice of the niiivnl of 
some shipping which had been in gieiit dangei at 
sea, and whose insurance had lUii veiy high, and it 
was this inters al that gave me an oppoitunits of m> 
coming to a final resolution I iiow> told the Quaker, 
as she was sitting at work in her pailoui, that we 
should veiv speedily lease- her, and although she 
daily expected it, yet she was leally soiiy to lieai 
that we had come to a full detcnniii.itioii . she said 
abundance of fine things to me on the hap[)niess of 
the life I did then, and was going to lise . belies ing, 
I suppose, that a countess could not base a foul 
conscience, but at that veiv instant, I would base, 
had it been in ms power, resigned Inisbnnd, estate, 
title, and all the blessings she fancied I li.cd in tlie 
woild, onlv foi hei leal viitue, and the sweet peaieof 
iiiiiid, )onicd to a loving company of childien, winch 
she leallv possessed 

When my husband returned, he asked me at 
dinner if I peisescied in mv lesolution of leasing 
England, to which J answerc'd in the atTiimative 
“Well,” says he, “ as all nlv atfaiis svill not take up 
a week’s time to settle, I will be ready to go fiain 
London with you in ten days’ time ” We fixed upon 
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no particular place or abode, but m general con- 
cluded to go to Dover, cross the Channel to Calais, 
and proceed fiom thence by easy journeys tp Pans, 
uheie aftei staying about a week, we intended to go 
through pait of Fiance, the Austrian Netherlands, 
and so on to Amsterdam, Rotterdam, or the Hague, 
as v/e were to settle befoie we went from Pans As 
niy husband did not care to venture all our fortune 
in one bottom, so our goods, money, and plate were 
consigned to seveial merchants, who had been his 
intimates many yeais, and he took notes of a prodig- 
ious value 111 his pocket, besides what he gave me to 
take tare of during our journey The last thing to 
be considered was, how we should go ourselves, and 
what equipage we should take with us . my thoughts 
were wholly taken up about it some time , I knew I 
was going to be a countess, and did not care to 
appear anything mean before I came to that honoui , 
but, on the other hand, if I left London in anv pub- 
lic wav, I might possibly heai of intjuiries after me 
in the load, that I had been acquainted with before 
At last I said we would discharge all our servants, 
except two footmen, who should tiavel with us to 
Dovei, and one maid to wait on me, that had lived 
with me only since the retreat of Amy, and she was 
to go through, if she was willing , and as to the 
caiiioge of us, a coach should be hired for my hus- 
band, myself, and maid, and two horses were to be 
hired for the footmen, who wore to return with 
them to London 
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When the Qu6.ker had heard when and how we in- 
tended to go, she begged, as there would be a spare 
seat in the coach, to accompany us as far as Dover, 
which we both leadiH consented to , no woman could 
be a better companion, neither was there any ac- 
quaintance that we loved better, oi could show more 
lespect to us 

The morning before we set out, my husband sent 
for a master coachman to know the price of a hand- 
soilie (oach, with six able hoises, to go to Dover He 
inquired how many days we intended to be on the, 
journey ^ My husband said he would go but very 
easy, and chose to be three days on the road , that 
they should stay there two da_\s, and be three more 
letuining to London, with a gentlewoman (meaning 
the Quaker) in it The coa< liman said it would be 
ail eight days’ joiiiiiej, and he would have ten 
guineas for it Mj husband consented to pay him 
his demand, and he reconed orders to be ready at 
the door by seven of the clock the next morning 
I was quite prepared to go, having no person to 
take leave of but the Quaker, and she had desiied 
to see us take the packet-boat at Dovei, before we 
parted with her , and the last night of my stay in 
London was spent very agreeably with the Quaker 
and her family My husband, who stayed out later 
than usual, in taking his farewell of several mer- 
chants of his acquaintance, came home about eleven 
o’clock, and diank a glass or two of wine with us 
befoie we went to bed 
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The next morning, the whole family got up about 
five o’clock, and I, with my husband's consent, made 
each of the Quaker’s daughteis a present of a diamond 
nng, valued at jPSO, and a guinea apiece to all the 
servants, without exception We all breakfasted to- 
gethei, and at the hour appointed, the conch and 
attendants came to the door , this drew several people 
about it, who weie all veiy inquisitive to know who 
was going into the country, and what is never foigot 
on such occasions, all the beggais in the neighbour- 
hood were prepared to give us their benedictions in 
hopes of an alms When the coachmen had packed 
up what boxes were designed foi oui use, we, namely, 
iny husband, the Quaker, myself, and the waiting- 
iiiaid, all got into the coach, the footmen weie 
mounted on horses behind, and in this mannei 
the coach, aftei 1 had given a guinea to one of 
the Quaker’s daughteis equally to divide among the 
beggars at the door, drove away from the house, and 
I took leave of inv lodging in the Minoiies, as well 
as of London 

At St George’s Church, Southwark, we were met 
by three gentlemen on horseback, who weie mei chants 
of my husband’s acquaintance, and had come out on 
puipose, to go half a day’s journey with us , and as 
they kept talking to us at the coai h side, we went a 
good pace, and weie veiy merry together , we stopped 
at the best house of entertainment on Shooter’s Hill 

Here we stopped for about an hour, and drank 
some wine, and my husband, whose chief study was 
[ 212 ] 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 


how to please and divert me, taused me to alight out 
of the coach , which the gentlemen who accompanied 
us observing, alighted also The waiter showed us 
upstaiis into a large room, whose window opened to 
our view a fine piospect of the iivei Thames, which 
here, the^i saj, forms one of the most beautiful 
meandeis It was within an houi of high water, and 
such a number of ships coming in under sail quite 
astonished as well as delighted me, insomuch that I 
could not help bieaking out into such-like expres- 
sions, “ My deal, what a fine sight this is , I nevei 
saw the like befoie ' Pray will they get to London 
this tide ” At which the good-natured gentleman 
smiled, and said, “Yes, mv dear, why, there is 
London, and as the wind is quite fair for them, 
some of them will come to an anchoi in about half- 
an-houi, and all within an hour” 

I was so taken up with looking down the river 
that, till iny husband spoke, I had not once looked 
up the iivei , but when I did, and saw London, the 
Monument, the cathedral church of St Paul, and the 
steeples belonging to the seveial parish chuic,hes, I 
was tianspoited into an ecstasy, and could not rebaiii 
fiom saying, “ Sure that cannot be the place we are 
now just come from, it must be further off, for that 
looks to be scarce three miles off, and we have been 
three hours, by my watch, coming fioin our lodgings 
in the Minones ' No, no, it is not London, it is 
some other place ' ” 

Upon which one of the gentlemen present offeied 
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to convince me that the place I saw was London if 1 
would go up to the top of the house, and view it 
fioin the tuiret I accepted the offer, and I, m^ 
husband, and the three gentlemen were conducted by 
the master of the house upstairs into the turret If 
I was delighted befoie with my prospect, I was now 
ravished, for I was elevated above the room I was in 
before upw'ards of thirty feet I seemed a little 
dizzy, for the turret being a lanteni, and giving light 
all ways, for some time I thought myself suspended 
in the air . hut sitting down, and having eat a 
mouthful of biscuit and drank a glass of sack, I 
soon recovered, and then the gentleman who had 
undertaken to convince me that the plaie I was 
shown was leally London, thus began, after having 
drawn aside one of the windows 

“You see, my lady.” says the gentleman, “the 
greates-t, the finest, the iichest, and the most populous 
ritv in the world, at least in Euiope, as I can assure 
your ladyship, upon my own knowledge, it deserves 
the chaiacter I have given it” “But this, sir, will 
never convince me that the plate you now show me 
IS I.ondon, though I have before heard that London 
deseives the character you have with so inuth coi- 
diality bestowed upon it And this I can testify, 
that London, in every particulai you have mentioned, 
greatly surpasses Pons, whiih is allowed by all his- 
toiians and travelleis to be the second city in 
Europe ” 

Here the gentleiiian, pulling out his pocket-glass, 
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desired me to look thiough it, which I did , and then 
he directed me to look full nt St Paul’s, and to make 
that the centre of my future obsei vatioil, and there- 
upon he promised me conviction 

Whilst I took my observation, I sat in a high 
chair, made for that purpose, with a convenience 
before you to hold the glass I soon found the 
cathedral, and then I could not help saying I have 
been several tunes up to the stone gallery, but not 
cjuite so often up to the non galleiy Then I brought 
my e^e to the Monument, and was obliged to con- 
fess 1 knew it to be such The gentleman then 
moved the glass and desired me to look, vvhicli do- 
ing, I said, “I think I see 'Whitehall and St James’s 
Park, and I see also two great buildings like barns, 
but I do not know what they are " “ Oh,” says the 

gentleman, “they aie the Parliament House and 
AVestmiiistci Abbe) ” “They ma) be so,” said I, 
and contimiing looking, I perceived the veiy house at 
Kensington which I had lived in some time . but of 
that I took no notice, yet I found my colour come, 
to think what a life of gaiety and wickedness I had 
lived The gentleman, perceiving my disoider, said, 
“ I am afraid I have tired ) our ladyship , I will 
make but one remove, more easterly, and then I be- 
lieve you will allow the place we see to be London ” 
He might have saved himself the trouble, foi I 
was thoioughly convinced of my erroi , but to give 
myself time to recover, and to hide my confusion, I 
seemed not vet to be quite convinced I looked, 
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and the first object that presented itself was Aldgate 
Church, which, though I confess to tny shame, I sel- 
dom saw the inside of it, yet I was well acquainted 
with the outside, for many times my friend the Quaker 
and I had passed and repassed by it when we used 
to go in the coach to take an ainng I saw the 
church, oi the steeple of the church, so plain, and 
knew it so well, that I could not help saying, with 
some earnestness, “ My dear, I see our church , the 
churt h, I mean, belonging to oiii neighbourhood , I 
am sure it is Aldgate Church ” Then I saw the 
Tower, and all the shipping, and, taking my eye 
from the glass, I thanked the gentleman for the 
trouble I had given him, and said to him that I was 
fully convinced that the place I saw was London, 
and that it was the very place we came from that 
morning 

When we came to Sittingbourne, our servant soon 
brought us woid that although we were at the best 
inn in the town, yet there was nothing in the laider 
fit for our dinner The landloid came in after him 
and began to make excuses for his empty cupboaid 
He told us, withal, that if we would please to stay, 
he would kill a calf, a sheep, a hog, or anything we 
had a fancy to We ordered him to kill a pig and 
some pigeons, which, with a dish of fish, a cherry 
pie, and some pastry, made up a tolerable dinnei 
We made up two pounds ten shillings, for w e caused 
the landlord, his wife, and two daughters, to dine 
with us, and help u-, off with our wine Our land- 
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lady and her two daughters, with a glass oi two 
given to the cook, managed two bottles of white 
wine This operated so strong upon one of the 
young wenches that, my spouse being gone out into 
the yard, her tongue began to lun, and, looking at 
me, she says to her mother, “ La ' mothei , how 
much like the lady her ladyship is" (speaking of me), 
“the young woman who lodged here the othei night, 
and staved heie pait of the next day, and then set 
forward for Canterbury, described The lady is the 
same person, I ’m sure ’ 

This greatly alaimed me, and made me very 
uneasy, for I concluded this young woman could be 
no othei than my daughter, who was lesolvtd to 
find me out, whcthei I ivould or no I desired the 
gill to describe the young woman she mentioned, 
which she did, and I was convinced it was my own 
daughter I asked in what manner she travelled, 
and whether she had any company I was answcied 
that she was on foot, and that she had no company , 
but that she always travelled from place to place in 
company , that liei method was, when she came into 
any town, to go to the best inns and inquire for the 
lady she sought, and then, when she had satisfied 
heiself that the lady, whom she tailed her mother, 
was not to be found in that tow ii or neighbourhood, 
she then begged the favour of the landlady of the 
inn where she was, to put her into such a company 
that she knew that she might go safe to the next 
town , that this was the manner of her proceeding 
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at her house, and she believed she had practised it 
ever since she set out from London , and she hoped 
to meet with her mother, as she called her, upon the 
road 

I asked iny landlady whethei she descnbed our 
coach and equipage, but she said the young woman 
did not inquiie concerning equipage, but only de- 
scnbed a lady “ so like vour ladyship, that I have 
often, since I saw your ladyship, took you to be the 
veiy person she was looking for ” 

Amidst the distractions of niy mind, this afforded 
me some coinfoit, that my daughter was not in the 
least acquainted with the inannei in which we tiav- 
elled My liusband and the landlord returned, and 
that put an end to the discourse 

I left this town with a heavy heart, feeling my 
daughtei would infallibly find me out at Canterbury , 
but, as good luck would have it, she had left that 
city before we came thither, some time I was very 
short 111 one thing, that I had not asked my landlady 
at Sittingbouine how long it was since my daughter 
was theic But when I came to Canterbuiy I was 
very anxious and indefatigable in inquiiing aftei niv 
daughter, and I found that she had been at the inn 
where we then were, and had inquiied for me, as I 
found by the description the people gave of m\self 
Here I learnt my daughtei had left Canterbuiy a 
week Thiv pleased me, and I was determined to 
stay in Canterbury one day, to view the cathedral, 
and see the antiquities of this metropolis 
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As « e had sixteen miles to our journey’s end that 
riijfht, for it was near four o’clock before we got into 
oui coach again, the coachman drove with great 
speed, and at dusk in the evening we entered the 
nest gate of the city, and put up at an inn in High 
Street (near St Mary Bredman’s church), which 
generally was hlled with the best of company The 
anxiety of my miiicl, on finding myself pursued by 
this gill, and the fatigue of ray journey, had made 
me muyh out of order, my head ached, and I had no 
stomach 

This made my husband (but he knew not the real 
occasion of my illness) and the Quaker veiy uneasy, 
and they did all in their power to persuade me to 
eat anything I could fancy 

At length the landlady of the inn, who perceived 
I was more disturbed in my mind than sick, advised 
me to eat one poached egg, drink a glass of sack, eat 
a toast, and go to bed, and she waii anted, she said, 
I should be well by the morning This was immed- 
iately done, and I must acknowledge, that the sack 
and toast cheered me wonderfully, and I began to 
take heait again , and my husband would have the 
coachman in aftei supper, on purpose to divert me 
and the honc'-t Quaker, who, poor creature, seemed 
much more conceined at my misfortune than I was 
myself 

I went soon to bed, but for fear I should be worse 
in the night, two maids of the inn were ordered to 
sit up in an adjoining chamber , the Quaker and my 
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waiting-inaid lay in a bed in the same room, and my 
husband by himself in another apartment 

While niy maid was gone down on some necessary 
business, and likewise to get me some burnt wine, 
which I was to drink going to bed, or lather when I 
was just got into bod, the Quaker and I had the 
following dialogue 

Quaker The news thou henrdest at Sittingboume 
has disoidered thee I am glad the young woman 
has been out of this place a week , she went in- 
deed for Uovei , and when she conies theie and 
caiist not find thee, she may go to Deal, and so miss 
of thee 

Roxana What 1 most depend upon is, that as we 
do not tiavcl by any particular name, hut the gen- 
et al one of the baionet and his lady, and the gnl 
hath no notion what sort of equipage we ti ivelled 
with, it was not easy to make a discovery of me, un- 
less she aciideii tally, in her travels, light upon you 
(meaning the Quakei), or upon me , either of which 
must unavoidably blow the secret I had so long 
labouied to conceal 

Quaker As thou intendest to stay here to-monow, 
to see the things which thou callcst antiquities, and 
which are more pioperly named the relics of the 
Whore of Babylon , suppose thou wert to send 
Thomas, who at thy command follow eth aftei us, to 
the place called Docer, to inquire whether such a 
young woman has been inquiring for thee He maj 
go out betimes in the morning, and may return bv 
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night, for it IS but twelve or fourteen miles at farthest 
thither 

Roxana I like thy scheme very well , and I beg 
the favour of you in the monnng, ns soon as you aie 
up, to send Tom to Dover, with such instructions as 
you shall think proper 

After a good night’s repose I was well recovered, 
to the gieat satisfaction of all that were with me 

The good-natuied Quakei, always studious to serve 
and oblige me, got up about five o’clock in the inoin- 
ing, and going down into the inn-yard, met with Tom, 
ga\e him his instructions, and he set out for Dover 
befoie SIX o’clcwk 

As we weie at the best inn in the city, so we could 
leadily have whatever we pleased, and whatevei the 
season afforded , but iny husband, the most indul- 
gent man that ever breathed, having observed how 
heartily I ate my dinner at Rochester two days 
befoie, oidered the veiv same bill of fare, and of 
which I made a heartier meal than I did before 
We were very meiiy, and after we had dined, we 
went to see the town-house, but as it was near five 
o’clock I left the Quakei behind me, to leceive what 
intelligence she could get concerning my daughter, 
fiom the footman, who was expected to letuin from 
Dover at six 

We came to the inn just as it was daik, and then 
excusing myself to mv husband, I immediately ran up 
into my chamber, where I had appointed the Quaker 
to be against my return I ran to her with eager- 
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Desa, and inquired what news from Dovei, by Tom, 
the footman 

She said, Tom had been returned two hours , that 
he got to Dover that morning between seven and 
eight, and found, at the inn he put up at, there had 
been an inquisitive young woman to find out a 
gentleman that was a Dutch merchant, and a lady 
who was her mother, that the young woman per- 
fectly well described his lady , that he found that 
she had visited every public inii in the town , that 
she said she would go to Deal, and that if she did 
not find the lady, hei mothei, there, she would go 
by the first ship to the Hague, and go from thence, to 
Amsterdam and Rotterdam, seaiching all the towns 
through which she passed in the United Fiovinces 

This account pleased me veiy well, especially when 
I undei stood that she had been gone fioiii Dovei 
five da>s The Quakei comfoited me, and said it 
WHS lucky this busy creature had passed the road 
before us, otherwise she might easilv have found 
means to have overtaken us, foi, as she observed, the 
wench liad such an artful way ot telling hei stoiy, 
that she moved eveivbvxfy to coinpassjoii , and slie 
tlid not doubt but that if we had been befoie, as wc 
weie behind, she would have got those who would 
have assisted her with a coach, X.c , to have piusued 
ua, and they might have come up w ith us 

I was of the honest Quakei's sentiments I giew 
jiietty easy, called Tom, and gave him half a guinea 
toi his diligence , then I and the Quakei went into 
[222 ] 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 

the parlour to ray husband, and sOon after supper 
carae in, and I ate moderately, and we spent the 
remainder of the evening, for the clock had then 
tolled nine, very cheerfully , for my Quaker was so 
rejoiced at my good foitune, as she called it, that 
she was very aleit, and exceeding good company, 
and her wit, and she had no small share of it, I 
thought was better played oft’ than ever I had heaid 
it before 

Mv husband asked me how I should choose to go on 
board , 1 desiied him to settle it as he pleased, tell- 
ing him it was a mattei of eery great indilFerence to 
me, as he was to go w'lth me “ That niaj be ti tie, 
my dear,” says he, “ but I ask you for a reason or 
two, which I will lay before you, viz, it we hire a 
vessel for ourselves, we may set sail when we please, 
have the liberty of eveiy part of the ship to our- 
selves, and land at what port, either in Holland or 
France, we might make choice of Besides,” added 
he, “ another reason I mention it to you is, that I 
know vou do not love much company, which, in 
going into the packet-bont, it is almost impossible to 
avoid” “I own, my deai,” said I, “your reasons 
aie very good , I have but one thing to say against 
them, which is, that the packet-boat, by its frequent 
voyages, must of course be furnished with experienced 
seamen, who know the seas too well even to run any 
hazard ” (At this juncture the terrible voyage I 
and Amy made from France to Harwich carae so 
strong in ray mind, that I trembled so as to be taken 
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notice of by niy husband ) “ Pesides,” added I, 

“the landlord inav send the master of one of them 
to you, and I think it may be best to hire the state 
cabin, as they call it, to ouiselves, by which method 
we shall avoid company, without we have an inclina- 
tion to associate ourselves with such passengers we 
may happen to like , and the expense will be much 
cheapei than hiring a vessel to go the voyage with 
us alone, and eveiy whit as safe” 

The Quaker, who had seriously listened to oui 
discourse, gave it as her opinion that the method I 
had proposed was by far the safest, quickest, and 
cheapest “ Not,” said she, “ as I think thou wouldest 
be against any necessary expense, though I am certain 
thou wouldest not fling thy money awaj ” 

Soon after, niy husband oidered the landlord to 
send foi one of tlie niasteis of the packet-boats, of 
whom he hired the great cabin, unci agreed to sail 
from thence the next day, if the wind and the tide 
answered 

The settling our method of going over sea had 
taken up the time till the dinner was ready, which 
we being informed of, came out of a chnmlier we 
had been in all the inoining, to a handsome pailour, 
wheie eieiythmg was placed suitable to our rank , 
theie was a laige, old-fashioned seiviee of plate, and 
a sideboard genteelly set off The dinner was excel- 
lent, and well diessed 

After dinner, we onteied into another discourse, 
which was the hiring of seivaiits to go with us from 
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Dover to Pans , a thing frequently done by travel- 
lers , and such are to be met with at every stage inn 
Our footmen set out this morning on their leturn to 
London, and the Quaker and coach was to go the 
next day My new chambermaid, whose name was 
Isabel, was to go through the journey, on condition 
of doing no other business than waiting on me In 
a while we partly concluded to let the hiring of men- 
scivants alone till we came to Calais, for they could 
be of no use to us on boaid a ship, the sailor's oi 
cabin boy’s place being to attend the cabin passen- 
gers as well as his master 

To dneit ourselves, we took a walk after we had 
dined, louiid about the town, and coming to the gar- 
iison, and being somewhat thiisty, all went into the 
sutlei’s foi a glass of wine A pint was called foi 
and brought , liut the man of the house came in 
with it raving like a madman, saying, “Don’t you 
think you are a villain, to ask foi a pot of ale when 
I know you have spent all your money, and are igno- 
rant of the means of getting more, without you hear 
of a place, which I look upon to be very unlikely 
“ Don’t be in such a passion, landlord,” said my hus- 
band “ Play, what is the iiiattei “ Oh, nothing, 
sir,” says he, “but a young fellow in the sutling 
room, whom I find to have been a gentleman’s ser- 
vant, wants a place ; and having spent all his money, 
would willingly run up a score with me, knowing I 
must get him a master if ever I intend to have my 
money ” “ Pray, sir,” said my husband, “ send the 
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joung fellow to me, if I like him, and can agree 
with him, it IS possible I may take him into my sei- 
vice” The landlord took care we should not speak 
to him twice, he went and fetched him in himself, 
and mv husband examined him before he spoke, as 
to his size, mien, and garb The young man was 
clean dressed, of a middling stature, a daik complex- 
ion, and about twenty-seven years old 

“ I hear, young man," says he to him, “ that you 
want a place , it may peihaps be in my power to serve 
you Let me know at once what education you have 
had, it you have any family belonging to you, or if 
you are fit for a gentleman’s service, can bring any 
person of reputation to your chai acter, and are will- 
ing to go and live in Holland with me we will not 
differ about youi wages'” 

The young fellow made a respectful bow to each of 
us, and addressed himself to my hu'-band as follows 
“ Sir,” said he, “ in me vou behold the eldest child of 
misfortune I am but young, as you may see , I 
have no comers after me, and having lived with sev- 
eral gentlemen, some of whom are on their tiavels, 
others settled in divers parts of the world, besides 
what are dead, makes me unable to produce a char- 
acter without a week’s notice to write to Loudon, 
and I should not doubt but by the leturn of the post 
to let you see some letters as would satisfy you m 
any doubts about me My education,” contimied he, 
“ is but very middling, lieing taken fioiii school before 
I had well learnt to read, write, and cast accounts , 
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and as to iny paientage, I cannot well give you any 
account of them all that I know is, that iny fathei 
was a hi ewer, and by his extiavagance ran out a 
handsome fortune, and afterwai-ds left my poor 
mother almost penniless, with five small children, 
of which I was tlie second, though not above five 
Years old Mv mother knew not what to do with 
us, so she sent a poor girl, our maid, whose name I 
have forgot this manv years, with us all to a relation’s, 
and there left us, and I never saw or heard of or 
from them any moie Indeed, I inqiiiied among the 
neighbours, and all that I could learn was that my 
mother's goods were seired, that she was obliged to 
apply to the parish for lelief, and died of gnef soon 
after Foi my part.'’sais he, *' I was put into the 
hands of my fathei ’s sister, where, by her cruel usage, 
I was forced to run away at nine \ears of age , and 
the nunieious scenes of life I have since gone through 
are more than would fill a small volume Pray, sii,” 
lidded he, “let it satisfv you that I am thoioughly 
honest, and should be glad to serve you at any late , 
.Old although I vannot possibly get a good chalacter 
from anybody at present, yet I defy the w'hole woild 
to give me an ill one, cithei in public or private 
life ” 

If I had had the cies of Argus I should have seen 
with them all on this occasion I knew that this 
was my son, and one that, among all my inquiry, I 
could novel get any account of The Quaker seeing 
my colour come and go, and also tremble said, “ I 
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verily believe thou art not well, I hope this Kentishy 
air, which waa always reckoned aguish, does not hurt 
thee?” “I am taken very suk of a sudden,” said 
I , “so prav let me go to our inn that I may go to 
my chambei ” Isabel being tailed in, sbe and tbe 
Quaker attended me there, leaving the young fellow 
with iny spouse When I was got into mv tlmmber 
I was seized with such a giief ns I had never known 
befoie , and flinging myself down upon the bed, 
burst into a flood of tears, and soon aftei tainted 
away Soon after, I tame a little to myself, and the 
Quakei begged of me to tell her what «ns the cause 
of my sudden indisposition “Nothing at all,” says 
I, “ as I know of , but a sudden thillniess seized my 
blood, and that, joined to a tainting of tbe spirits, 
made me ready to sink ” 

Presently after my husband tame to see how I did. 
and finding me somewhat better, he told me that he 
had a mind to lure the voung man I bad left him 
with, foi he believed he was honest and tit toi oui 
seiTice “My dear,” says I, “I did not mind him 
I would desire you to be cautious who we pick up on 
the road , but as I have the satisfaction of hiring 
my maids, I shall nevei tiouble myself with the men- 
servants, that IS wholly yoiii pioviiice However,” 
added I (foi I was very certain he was m\ son, and 
was resolved to have him in my service, though it 
was my interest to keep my husband off, in order to 
bring him on), “if you like the fellow, I am not 
averse to youi hinng one servant in England We 
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are nol- obliged to trust him with much before we 
see his conduct, and if he does not prove as you may 
expect, you may turn him off whenevei you please ” 
“ I believe,” said my husband, “ be has been ingenuous 
in his lelation to me, and as a man who has seen 
great variety of life, and may have been the shuttle- 
coik of fortune, the butt of envy, and the maik of 
malice, I will hire him when he comes to rne here 
anon, as I have ordered him ” 

As I knew he was, to be hired, I resolved to be out 
of the way when he came to my husband , so about 
five o’clock I proposed to the Quaker to take a walk 
on the piei and see the shipping, while the tea-kettle 
was boiling. We went, and took Isabel with us, and 
as we weie going along I saw my sun Thomas (as I 
shall for the future call him) going to our inn , so 
we stayed out about an hour, and when we returned 
my husband told me be had hired the man, and that 
he was to come to him ns a servant on the morrow 
morning " Pray, inv dear,” said I, “ did you ask 
wbeie he evei lived, or what his name is “ Yes,” 
replied niy husband, “be says bis name is Thomas 

, and as to places, he has mentioned several 

families ot note, and among others, he lived at my 

I.oid \, next dooi to the great Fiencb lady’s in 

P.ill Mall, whose name he tells me was Roxana” 
I was now in a sad dilemma, and was fearful I 
should be know ii bv my own son , and the Quaker 
took notice of it, and afterwards told me she be- 
lieved fortune had conspired that all the people I 
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became acquainted with, should have known the 
Lady Roxana “I warrant,” said she, “this young 
fellow IS somewhat acquainted with the iinpetlinent 
wench that calls herself thy daughter ’’ 

I was very uneasy in mind, but had one thing in 
my favoui, whiih was always to keep myself at a 
veiy great distance from iny servants , and as tlie 
Quaker was to part with us the next day or night, 
he would have nobody to mention the name Roxana 
to, and so of course it would drop 

We supped pretty late at night, and were very 
merry, for rny husband said all the pleasant things 
he could think of, to divert me from the supposed 
illness he thought I had been tioubled with in the 
day The Quaker kept up the discourse with great 
spirit, and I was glad to receive the iiiipressioii, for 
I wanted the real illness to be drove out of my 
head 

The next morning, after bieakfast, Thomas came 
to his new place He appeared very clean, and 
biought with him a small bundle, which I supposed 
to be linen tied up in a handkerchief My husband 
sent him to order some porters belonging to the quay 
to fetch our boxes to the Custom-house, wheie they 
were seal ched, for which we paid one shilling , and 
he hod orders to give a crown for head money, as 
they called it , their demand by custom is but six- 
pence a head, but we appeared to oui circumstances 
in eveiy thing As soon as our baggage was searched, 
it was earned from the Custom-house on board the 
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packet-boat, and there lodged in the great cabin as 
we had ordered it 

This took up the time till dinner, and when «e 
were sitting together aftei we had both dined, the 
captain came to tell us that the wind was very fair, 
and that he was to sail at high water, which would 
be about ten o’clock at night My husband asked 
him to stay and drink part of a bottle of wine with 
him, which he did , and then discourse being all in 
the mantime strain, the Quaker and I retired and 
left them together, foi I had something to remind 
hei of in our discourse before »e left London 
When we got into the garden, which was rather 
neat than fine, I lepeated all inj former requests to 
hei about my children, Spitalfields, Amy, &c , and 
we sat talking together till Thomas was sent to tell 
us the captain was going, on which we returned , but, 
by the waj, I kissed her and put a large gold medal 
into her hand, as a token of iiiy sincere love, and de 
sired that she would never neglect the things she had 
piomised to perform, and hei repeated promise gave 
me great satisfaction. 

The captain, who was going out of the parloui as 
we returned in, was telling my husband he would 
send SIX of his hands to conduct us to the boat, 
about a quarter of an houi before he sailed, and as 
the moon was at the full, he did not doubt of a 
pleasant passage 

Our next business was to pay off the coachman, to 
whom my husband gave half a guinea extraordinary, 
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to spt the Quaker down at the house he took us all 
up at, which he promised to peiform 

As it was low water, we went on boaid to see the 
cabin that we weie to go our voyage in, and the cap- 
tain would detain us to dunk a glass of the best 
punch, I think, I ever tasted 

When we returned to the inn, we ordered suppei 
to be leady by eight o’clock, that we might drink a 
parting glass to settle it, before we went on board , 
for mv husband, who knew the sea very w'ell, said a 
full stomach was the forerunner of sea-sickness, 
which I was willing to avoid 

We invited the landlord, his wife, and daiighteij 
to supper with us, and having sat about an hour 
afterwaids, the captain himself, with several sailors, 
came to fetch us to the vessel As all was paid, we 
had nothing to hindei us but taking a final leave of 
the Quaker, who would go to sec us safe in the ves- 
sel, where tears flowed fiom both our eyes , and I 
turned short in the boat, while mv husbiind took his 
farewell; and he then followed me, and I never saw 
the Quakei or England any moie 

We were no sooner on board than we hoisted sail , 
the anchors being up, and the wind fair, we cut the 
waves at a great rate, till about four o’clock in the 
moinmg, when a French boat came to fetch the mail 
to carry it to the post-house, and the bout cast hei 
anchors, for we were a good distance from the shore, 
neither could we sad to the town ti^l next tide, the 
present one being too far advanced in the ebb 
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We might have gone on shore in the boat that 
earned the mail, but niv husband was sleeping in the 
cabin when it came to the packet-boat, and I did not 
care to disturb him , however, we had an oppoituiiitv 
soon aftei, for my husband awaking, and two other 
boats coming up with oars to see for passengers, 
Thomas came to let us know we might go on shoie, 
if we pleased M) husband paid the master of the 
packet-boat lor our passage, and Thomas, with the 
sailoi’s’ assistance, got our boxes into the wheiry, so 
we sailed for Calais, but before our boat came to 
touch ground, several men, whose bread I suppose it 
IS, rushed into the water, without shoes or stockings, 
to cany us on shoie , so having paid ten shillings for 
the wheiiv, wc each of us was earned from the boat 
to the land bv two men, and oui goods brought after 
us , here was a crown to be paid, to save ourselves 
from being wet, by all which a man that is going a 
travelling niav see that it is not the bare expense of 
the packet-lioat that will canv him to Calais 

It would he needless to inform the leader of all 
the ceremonies that we passed thioug’i at this place 
befoie we weie suft'ored to pioceed on oui ]ouiiiey , 
however, our boxes having been soaiched at the 
Custom-house, m\ husband had them plumbed, as 
thej called it to hinder any further inquiry about 
them , and we got them all to the Silver Lion, a 
noted inn, and the po«t-house of this place, where 
we took a stage-coach for ourselves, and the next 
morning, having well refieshed ourselves, we all, viz , 
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my husband, self, and chambermaid within the coach, 
and Thomas behind (beside which my husband hired 
two horsemen well armed, who were pretty expensive, 
to travel with us), set forwaid on our journev 

We were five days on our journey from Calais to 
Pans, which we went thiough with mueh satisfaction, 
for, having fine weather and good attendance, we had 
nothing to hope foi. 

When we ai lived at Pans (I began to be sorry I 
had ever proposed going to it foi fear of being known, 
but as we were to stay there but a few days, I was 
lesolved to keep very retiied), we went to a merchant’s 
house of my husband’s acquaintance in the Rue de la 
Bourle, near the Carmelites, in the Faubourg de St 
Jacques 

This being a remote part of the city, on the south 
side, and near several pleasant gardens, I thought it 
would be proper to be a little indisposed, that mv hus- 
band might not pi ess me to go with him to see the 
curiosities , for he eould do the most needful business, 
such as going to the bankers to exihange bills, de- 
spatching of letters, settling aftaiis with merchants, 
ftc , without my assistance, and I had a toleiable 
plea for my conduct, such as the gieat fatigue of oui 
journey, being among strangers, &c , so we stayed at 
Pans eight days without my going to any particular 
places, except going one day to the gardens of Luxem- 
bourg, another to the church of Notre Dame on the 
Isle of Pans, a thiid to the Hotel Roy ale des 
Invalides, a fourth to the gardens of the Tuilenes, 
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a fifth to the subuibs of St, La wi cnee, to see the 
fan which was then holding there , a sixth to the 
gardens of the Louvie, a seventh to the playhouse, 
and the eighth staged all day at home to wiite a 
letter to the Qiiakei, letting her know where I 
then was, and how soon we should go forwards in 
our jouiney, but did not mention where we intended 
to settle, as, indeed, we had not yet settled that 
oui sehes 

One of the days, viz , that in which I went to the 
gardens of the Tuileries, I asked Thomas several 
questions about his father, mother, and other rela- 
tions, being resolved, notwithstanding he was my 
own son, as he did not know it, to turn him off by 
some stratagem oi another, if he had any manner 
of incmoi-y of me, either as his mother, or the Lady 
Roxana I asked him if he had any particular 
niemoiy of his mother or father , he answ'ered, “No, 
I scaue reinciiiber anything of eithei of them," said 
he, “but I have heard from several people that I 
had one biothei and thiee sisters, though I never 
saw them all, to know them, notwithstanding I lived 
with an aunt four yeais, I often asked after 
mother, and some people said she went away with 
a man, but it was allowed by most people, that best 
knew hei, that she, being brought to the greatest 
distress, was carried to the workhouse belonging to 
the palish, wheie she died soon after with grief" 

Nothing could give me more satisfaction than what 
Thomas had related , so now, I thought I would ask 
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about the Lady Roxana ( for he had been my next- 
door neighbour when I Jind that title eonferred on 
me). “ Pi ay. Thomas,” said I, “did npt you speak 
of a great person of quality, whose name I have 

forgot, that lived next door to my Loid ’s when 

you was his valet? pray who was she? I suppose a 
foreigner, by the name you called her” “Really, 
ray lady,” replied he, “ I do not know who she was , 
all I can say of her is, that she kept the greatest 
Company, and was a beautiful woman, by repoit, but 
I never saw her, she was called the Lady Roxana, 
was a very good mistress, but hei character was not 
80 good as to private life as it ought to be Though 
I once had an opportunity,” continued he, “of seeing 
a fine outlandish dress she danced in before the king, 
which I took as a great favour, for the cook took me 
up when the lady was out, and she desired iiiy lady’s 
woman to show it to me” 

All this answeied right, and I had nothing to do 
but to keep my Tuikish dress out of the w'ay, to be 
myself ■unknown to my diild, for ns he had never 
seen Roxana, so he knew nothing of me 

In the Intel val, niy husband had hired a stage- 
coach to cany us to the city of Menin, where he in- 
tended to go by water down the nvcr Lys to Ghent, 
and theie take coach to Isabella fort, opposite the 
city of Anvers, and cross the river to that place, and go 
from thence by land to Breda , and as he had agreed 
and settled this patrol, I was satisfied, and we set 
out next day We went through several handsome 
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towns and villages before vve took water, but by 
water we went round part of the city of Courtrai, 
and sevcial fortdied towns At Anvers we hired a 
coach to Breda, where we stayed two days to lefresh 
ourselves, for we had been very much fatigued , as 
Willemstadt was situated so as to be convenient foi 
our taking watei fot Rotterdam, we went there, and 
being shipped, had a safe and speedy voyage to that 
Cl tv 

As we had resolved in our jomney to settle at the 
Hague, we did not intend to stay any longei at Rot- 
teidaui, than while inv husband had all oui wealth 
deliveied to him from the several ineichants be had 
consigned it to This business took up a month, 
during which tune we lived in leady-fumished lodg- 
ings on the Great Quay, where all the respect wa.s 
shown us as was due to our quality 

Heie inv husband hired two moie men-seivants, 
and I took two maids, and turned Isabel, who was a 
well-bred, agreeable gul, into my companion , but 
that I might not be too much fatigued, my husband 
went to the Hague fust, and left me, with three 
maids and Thomas, at Rotterdam, while he took a 
house, furnished it, and had everything ready for 
my reception, which was done with great expedition 
One of his footmen came with a letter to me one 
morning, to let me know his master would come b> 
the scow next day to take me home, in which he de- 
sired that I would prepare foi my departure I 
soon got everything ready, and the next morning, on 
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the ai rival of the scow, I saw my husband , and we 
both, with all the servants, left the city of Rotter- 
dam, and safely got to the Hague the afternoon fol- 
lowing 

It was now the seivants had notice given them 
to call me by the name of “my lady," as the honoui 
of baionetage had entitled me, and with which title 
I was pretty well satished, but should have been 
more so had not I yet the highei title of countess in 
view 

1 now lived in a place wheie I knew nobody, 
neither was I known, on which I was pietty careful 
whom I became acquainted with, our circumstances 
were very good, my husband loving, to the greatest 
degree, my servants respectful, and, in shoit, I lived 
the happiest life woman could enjoy, had my former 
crimes neiei crept into my guilty conscience 

I was in this happy state of life when I wiote a 
lettei to the Quaker, in which I gave hei a direction 
where she might send to me And about a fortnight 
after, as I was one afternoon stepping into my coach 
in order to take an aiiiiig, the postman came to our 
dooi with lettere, one of which was directed to me, 
and as soon as I saw it was ibe Quaker's hand, I bid 
the coachman put up again, and went into my closet 
to lead the contents, which were as follows 

“Dear Friend, — I have had occasion to write to 
thee several times since we saw each other, but as this 
IS my first letter, so it shall contam all the business thou 
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wouldst know I got safe to London, by thy careful 
ordering of the coach, and the attendants were not at 
all wanting in their duty When I had been at home 
a few days, thy woman, Mts Amy, came to see me, so 
I took her to task as thou ordered me, about murdenng 
thy pretended daughter, she declared her mnocence, 
but said she had procured a false evidence to swear a 
large debt against her, and by tiiat means had put her 
into a prison, and fee'd the keepers to hinder her from 
sending any letter or message out of the prison to any 
jiersoii whatever This, I suppose, was the reason thou 
thought she was murdered, because thou wert relieved 
from her by this base usage However, when I heard 
of it, I checked Amy very much, but was well satisfied 
to hear she was ahvt After this 1 did not hear from 
Amy for above a month, and in the interim (as I knew 
thou wdst safe), I sent a friend of mine to pay the debt, 
and release the pnsoner, which he did, but was so in- 
discreet as to let her know who was the benefactress 
M}’ next care was to manage thy Spitalfields business, 
which I did with much exactness And the day that I 
received thy last letter, Amy came to me again, and 1 
read as much of it to her as she was roncerned m nay, 
I t ntreated her to dnnk tea with me, and after it one 
glass of citron, in which she drank towards thy good 
health, and she told me she would come to see thee as 
soon as possible .lust as she was gone, I was reading 
thy letter again in the little parlour, and that turbulent 
creature (thy pretended daughter) came to me, as she 
said, to return thanks for the favour I had done her, so 
I accidentally laid thy letter down m the window, while 
I went to fetch her a glass of cordial, for she looked 
sadly , and before 1 returned 1 heard the street door 
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shut, on which I went back without the liquor, not 
knowing who might have come in, but missing her, I 
thhught she might be gone to stand at the door, and 
the wind had blown it to , but I was never the nearer, 
she was sought for in vain So when I believed her to 
be quite gone, I looked to see if I missed anything, 
which I did not , but at last, to my great surprise, I 
missed your letter, which she certainly took and made 
off with I was so terrified at this unhappy chance that 
I fainted away, and had not one of my maidens come m 
at that juncture, it might have been attended with fatal 
consequences I would advise thee to prepare thyself 
to see her, for I verily believe she will come to thee I 
dread your knowing of this, but hope the best Before 
I went to fetch the unhappy coidial, she told me, as she 
had often done before, that she was the eldest daughter, 
that the captain's wife was your second daughter, and 
her sister, and that the youngest sister was dead She 
also said there were two brothers, the eldest of whom 
had never been seen by any of them since he run away 
from an uncle's at nine years of age, and that the 
youngest had been taken care of by an old lady that 
kept her, coach, whom be took to be Ins godmother 
She gave me a long history in what manner she was 
arrested and flung into Whitecha|iel jail, how hardly 
she fared there , and at length the keeper's wife* to 
whom she told her pitiful story, took compassion of her, 
and recommended her to the boiintv of a certam lady 
who lived in that neighbourhood, that redeemed pris- 
oners for small sums, and who lay for their fees, every 
return of the day of her nativity, that she was one of 
the six the lady had discharged , that the lady prompted 
her to seek after her mother , that she thereupon 
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(lid sfeek thee iii all the towns and villages between 
London and Dover , that not finding thee at Dover she 
went to Deal , and that at length, she being tired of 
seeking thee, she returned by shipping to London, 
where she was no sooner arrived but she was immedi- 
ately arrested and flung into the Marshalsea prison, 
where she lived in a inistrable condition, without the 
use of pen, ink, and paper, and without the liberty of 
having any one of her friends come near her ' In this 
condition I was,' continued she, ‘when jou sent and 
paid my debt tor me and dis< barged me ’ When she 
Iiad related all this she fell into such a fit of crying, 
sighing, and sohhiiig, from whicli, when she was a little 
recoverid, she broke out into loud exclamations against 
the wickedness of the people in England, that they 
could be so unchristian as to arrest her tw’ice, when she 
said it was as true as the Gospel that she never did owe 
to any one person the sum of one shilling in all her 
life, that she could not think who it was that should 
owe her so much ill-will, for that she was not conscious 
to herself that she had any ways offended any person 
in the whole universal world, except Mrs Amy, in the 
case of her mother, which, she aflimcd, she was ac- 
quitted of hv all men, and hoptd she should be so by 
licr Maker , and that if she ^Mrs Amy) had any hand 
iiilicr sufferings, God would forgive her, as she heartily 
did ‘But then,' she added, ‘I will not stay m Eng- 
land, 1 will go all over the world, I will go to France, 
to Pans , 1 know my mother did onte live there, and 
if I do not find lit r there, J will go through Holland, to 
Amsterdam, to Rotterdam, in short, 1 will go till I 
find mv mother out if 1 should die in the pursuit ’ I 
should be glad to hear of thme and thy spouse s wel- 
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fare, and reinam with much sincerity, your sincere 
friend. 


“M P 


“ The ninth of the month 
called October 


“PS — If thou hast any business to transact in this 
city, pray let me know , I shall use my best endeavours 
to oblige thee , my daughters all join with me in willing 
thee a hearty farewell ” 

I concealed my surprise for a few minutes, only 
till I could get into the summer-house, at the 
bottom of our Inige garden , but when I was shut 
in, no living soul can describe the agony I was in , 
I raved, tore, fainted away, swore, piayed, wished, 
cried, and promised, but all availed nothing, I was 
now stuck in to see the worst of it, let what would 
happen 

At last I came to the following lesolution, which 
was to write a letter to the Quakei, and in it enclose 
a fifty pound bank-bill, and tell the Quakei to give 
that to the young woman if she called again, and 
also to let her know a fifty pound bill should be sent 
hei every year, so long as she made no inquiiy after 
me, and kept herself letired in England Although 
this opened myself too full to the Quaker, yet I 
thought I had better venture my chaiactei abroad, 
than destroy my peace at home 

Soon after, my husband came home, and he per- 
ceived I hod been trying, and asked what was the 
reason I told him that I had shed tears both for 
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joy and sorrow “ Foi.” said I, “ I have leceived one 
of the tenderest letters from Amy, as it was possible 
for any person, and she tells me in it,” added I, 
“ that she will soon come to see me , which so over- 
joyed me, that I cried, and after it. I went to read 
the lettei a second time, as I was looking out of the 
summer-house window over the canal, and in un- 
folding it, I acLidcmtally let it fall in, by which 
miscliaiice it is lost, for which I am veiy sorry, as 
I intended jou should see it” “Piay, my dear,” 
said he, “do not let that give you any uneasiness , if 
Amy comes, and \ou approve of it, you have my 
consent to take her into the house, in what capacity 
you please I am \eiy glad,” continued he, “that 
you haye notliing of more consequence to be uneasy 
at, I fancy you would make but an indifferent help- 
mate if \ou had” Oh ' thought I to myself, if you 
hut knew half the things that lie on my conscience, 
I believe you would think that I bear them out past 
all example 

About ten davs afterwards, as we were sitting at 
dinner with two gentlemen, one of the footmen came 
to the dooi, and said, “My lady, heie is a gentle- 
woman at the door who desires to speak with you 
she savs her name is Mrs Amy ” 

I no sooner heard hei name, but I was ready to 
swoon away, but I ordeied the footman to call Isabel, 
and ask the gentlewoman to walk up with her into 
my dressing-room , which he immediately did, and 
there I went to have my first interview with her 
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She kiAsed me for jo^ when she sa« me, and I sent 
Isabel downstairs, for I was in pain till I had some 
pnvate conversation with my old confidante. 

There was not much ceremony between us, before 
I told her all the material circumstances that had 
happened in her absence, especially about the girl’s 
unpnsonraents which she had contrived, and how she 
had got rny letter at the Quaker’s, the very day she 
had been there “Well,” says Amy, when I had 
told hei all, “ I find nothing is to ensue, if she lives, 
but your ruin , you would not agree to hei death, 
so I will not make myself uneasy about hei life , it 
might have been rectified, but you were angry with 
me for giving you the best of counsel, viz , when I 
pioposed to murdei hei ” 

“ Hussy,” said I, in the greatest passion imaginable, 
“how dare you mention the woid murder'' You 
wretch you, I could find in my heart, if my husband 
and the company were gone, to kick you out of my 
house Have you not done enough to kill hei, in 
throwing her into one of the woist jails in England, 
where, you see, that Providcme in a peculiar manner 
appeared to hei assistance Away' thou ait a 
wicked wretch , thou art a murderer in the sight of 
God” 

“ I will say no more,” says Amy, “ but if I could 
have found her, after thy friend the Quaker had dis- 
charged her out of the Marshalsca prison, I had laid 
a scheme to have hei taken up for a theft, and hv 
that means got her transported for fourteen years 
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She will be with you soon, I am sure , I believe she 
IS now in Holland ” 

While we were in this discourse, I found the 
gentlemen who dined with us were going, so we came 
downstairs, and I went into the parlour to take leave 
of them befoie their departure When they weie 
gone, mv husband told me he had been talking with 
them about taking upon him the title of Count oi 
Earl of , as he had told me of, and as an op- 

portunity now offered, he was going to put it in 
execution 

I told him I was so well settled, as not to want 
ail} thing this world could afford me, except the con- 
tinuance of his life and love (though the very thing 
he had mentioned, joined wth the death of my 
daughtei, in the natural way, would have been much 
more to iny satisfaction) “Well, mv deal,” says he, 
“ the expense will be but small, and as I promised 
V ou the title, it shall not be long before the honoui 
shall be bi ought home to vour toilette ' He was as 
good as his ivoid, for that day week he brought the 
patent home to me, in a small box covered with 
crimson velvet and two gold hinges “There, my 
lady countess," say s he, “long may you live to beai 
the title, for I am certain you are a credit to it ” In 
a few days after, 1 had the pleasure to see our equi- 
page, as coach, chariot, &c , all new painted, and a 
coronet fixed af the piopei place, and, in short, every- 
thing was proportioned to our quality, so that our 
house ned with most of the other nobility 
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It wns at this juncture that I was at the pinnacle 
of all worldly felicity, notwithstanding my soul 
was black with the foulest cnmes And, at the same 
time, I may begin to leckon the beginning of m^ 
misfortunes, which were in embryo, but weie very 
soon brought forth, and burned me on to the gieatest 
distress 

As I was sitting one daj talking to Amy in our 
parlour, and the stieet dooi being left open by one 
of the sei cants, I saw my daughtei pass by the 
window, and without any ceremony she came to the 
parlour dooi, and opening of it, came boldly in I 
wns teuibly amazed, and asked hei wlio she wanted, 
as if I had not known hci, but Amy's courage was 
quite lost, and she swooned away “Your senant, 
my lady," says she, “I thought I should iiecei have 
had the happiness to see you Ute-n~tete, till youi 
agent, the Quaker, in Haydon Yard, in tlie Minoiies, 
carelessly left a diiection for me in hei own window, 
however, she is a gocxl woman, foi she released me 
out of a jail in winch, I bcdieve, that base wietch” 
(pointing to Amy, who was (oining to herself) 
“ caused me to be conhned ” As soon as Amy re- 
coveied, she flew at her like a devil, and between 
them there was so much noise as alainied the ser- 
vants, who all came to sec what was the matter 
Amj had pulled down one of my husband’s swords, 
drawn it, and was just going to lun her through the 
body, as the servants came in, wlio not knowing any- 
thing of the matter, some of them secured Amj', 
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others held the girl, and the rest were busy about 
me, to prevent nij fainting away, «’hich was more 
than they could do, foi I fell into strong fits, and in 
the intenm they turned the ^rl out of the house, 
who was fully bent on revenge 

My lord, as I now called him, was gone out a- 
hunting I was satisfied he knew nothing of it, as 
vet, and when Amy and I were thoroughly come to 
ourselves, we thought it most advisable to find the 
gill out, and give her a handsome sum of money to 
keep her quiet So Amy went out, but in all her 
searching could hear nothing of her , this made me 
very uneasy I guessed she would tontiive to see 
my lord befoie he came home, and so it proved, as 
you shall presently hear 

When night came on, that I expected his return, 
I wondered I did not see him Amy sat up in my 
thambet with me, and was as much concerned as was 
possible Well, he did not come in all that night, 
but the next morning, about ten o’clock, he rapped 
nt the dooi, with the girl along with him When it 
was opened, he went into the great puiioui, and bid 
Thomas go call down his ladv This was the crisis 
I now summoned up all my resolution, and took 
Amy down with me, to see if we could not baffle 
the girl, who, to an inch, was her mothei’s own 
child 

It will be necessary hcie to give a short accoulft 
of oui debate, because on it all tny future misery de- 
pended, and it made me lose my husband’s love, and 
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own my daughter, who would not rest theie, but 
told my lord how many brothers and sisters she had 
When we entered the room, my lord was walking 
very gravely about it, but with his blows knit, and 
a wild confusion in his face, as if all the malice and 
revenge of a Dutchman had joined to put me out of 
countenance before I spoke a woi d 

“ Pray, madam,” says he, “ do you know this 
young woman I expect a speedy and positive 
answei, without the least equivocation ” 

“ Really, my lord,” replied I, “ to give you an 
aiiswei as quick as you desire, I declare I do not” 
“ Do not ’ ” said he, “ what do you mean by that ^ 
She tells me that you aie her mother, and that hei 
father ran away fi oni you, and left two sons, and two 
daughters besides herself, who weie all sent to then 
relations for provision, after whiih vou ran away 
with a jewellei to Pans Do you know anything 
of this ? answer me quickly ” 

“ My lord,” said the girl, “ there is Mrs Amy, 
who was ray mother’s servant at the time (as she 
told me herself about thiee months ago), knows veiy 
well I am the peison I pieteiid to be, and caused me 
to be thrown into jail for debts I knew nothing of, 
because I should not find out niy mother to make 
myself known to her befoie she left England ” 

Aftei this she told niy lord everything she knew of 
rfle, even in the charactei of Roxana, and described 
my dress so well, that he knew it to be mine 

When she had quite gone through her long rela- 
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tion, “ Well, madam," says he, “ now let me see if I 
cannot tell how far she has told the truth in relation 
to you When I first became acquainted with ^ou, 
it was on the sale of those jewels, in which I stood 
so much your friend, at a time that you were in the 
greatest distress, \our substance being in the hands 
of the Jew , you then passed foi a jeweller’s widow , 
this agrees with her .saving you ran away with a 
jeweller In the next place, you would not consent 
to marry me about twelve vears ago , I suppose then 
your real husband was living, for nothing else could 
tally with your condescension to me in everything 
except inaniage Since that time, your refu.sing to 
come to Holland in the vessel I hud provided foi you, 
under a distant prosjiect of vour being with child, 
though 111 leality it was youi having a child too 
much, as the captain told me of, when I, being igno- 
rant of the case, did not understand him Now,” 
continued he, “she says that you are the identical 
Lady Roxana which made so much noise in the 
world, and has even dcsciibed ttn robe and head- 
diess you wore on that occasion, and in that I know 
she IS right , for, to my own knowledge, you have 
that very diess by you now , I having seen you 
dressed in it at our lodging at the Quakei’s From 
all these ciicumstances,” says he, “ I may be assured 
that you have imposed grossly upon me, and instead 
of being a woman of honour as I took you for, I fiifl 
that you have been an abandoned wretch, and had 
nothing to recommend you but a sum of money and 
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a fair countenance, joined to a false unrelenting 
heart” 

These words of my lord’s struck such a damp upon 
my spirits, as made me unable to speak in my turn 
But at last I spoke as follows “My loid, I have 
most patiently stood to hear all it was possible for 
\ou to allege against me, which has no other proof 
than imagination That I was the wife of a brewer, 
I have no reason now to deny, neither had I any 
occasion before to acknowledge it I brought him 
a handsome fortune, which, joined to his, made us 
appear in a light far siiperioi to our neighbours I 
had also Use children by him, two sons and three 
daughters, and had my husband lieeii as wise ns nth, 
we might have lived happily together now But it 
was not so, foi he minded nothing but sporting, in 
almost every branch , and closely following of it 
soon run out all his substance, and then left me in 
an unhappy, helpless condition I did not send my 
children to mv relations till the gieatest necessity 
drove me, and after that, hearing iiiy husband was 
dead, I married the jeweller, who was afterwards 
niuidered If I had owned how many ihildren I 
had, the jeweller would not have married me, and 
the way of life I was in would not keep inv family, 
so I was forced to deiiv them in older to get them 
bread Neither can I say that I have either heard 
00 known anything of my tbildren since, excepting 
that I heard they were all taken care of, and this 
was the very reason I would not marry you, when 
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you offered it some years since, foi these children lay 
seiiously at my heait, and as I did not want money, 
my inclination was to come to England, and not 
entail five children upon you the day of marriage ” 

“ Pray, madam,” said my lord, interrupting me, “ I 
do not find that you kept up to your lesolutions when 
vou got there , you weie so far from doing your duty 
as a parent, that you even neglected the civility of 
acquaintances, for they would have asked aftei them, 
but your whole scheme has been to conceal yourself as 
much as possible, and even when you were found out, 
denied yourself, as witness the case of your daughter 
heie As to the character of Lady Roxana, which 
you so nicely managed,” said he, “did that become 
a woman that had fisc childien, whose necessity had 
obliged vou to leave them, to live in a continual scene 
of pageantry and i lot, 1 could almost say debauchery ^ 
Look into your conduct, and see if you deserve to 
have the title or the estate vou now so happily enjoy ” 
After this speech, he walked about the room in a 
confused manner foi some minutes, and then addressed 
himself to Amy “Piav, Mrs Amy,” says he, “give 
me your judgment in this case, for although I know 
vou are as miuh as possible in your lady’s interest, 
yet I (Aiinot think you have so little i hanty as to think 
she ai ted like a woman of woith and discretion Do 
you leally think, as you knew all of them from infants, 
that this young woman is your lady’s daughter * 
Amy, who always had spirits enough about her, 
said at once she believed the girl was my daughter 
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And truly,” says she, “I think your man Thomas 
IS her eldest son, for the tale he tells of his birth and 
education suits exactly with our then circumstances ” 
“Why, indeed,” said my loid, “I believe so too, 
for I now recollect that when we first took him into 
our service at Dovei, he told me he was the son of a 
brewer in London , that bis father had lun away 
fiom his mothei, and left her in a distressed condi- 
tion with five childieii, of which he was second child, 
or eldest son ” 

Thomas was then called into the pai lour, and asked 
what he knew of his family , he repeated all as above, 
concerning his fathei's running away and leasing me, 
but said that he had often asked and iiupiired aftei 
them, but without any success, and comJuded, that 
he believed his brothers and sisters were distributed 
in several places, and that his mother died in the 
greatest distiess, and was buiied b\ the parish 

“Indeed,” said mv lord, “it is niv opinion that 
Thomas is one of your sons do not you think the 
same'' ” addiessiiig himself to me 

“From the circumstances that have been related, 
my lord,” said I, “I non believe that these aie both 
my children , but you would have thought me a mad 
woman to have countenanced and taken this young 
woman in as my child, without a thorough assurance 
of it , for that would have been lunning myself to a 
certain expense and tiouble, w ilhout the least glimpse 
of real satisfaction ” 

“Pray,” said my lord to my daughter, “let me 
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know what is become of j’oui brothers and sisters , 
give me the best account of them that you can.” 

“My lord,” leplied she, “agreeably to youi com- 
mands, I will inform you to the best of my knowl- 
edge , and to begin with myself, who am the eldest 
of the five I was put to a sister ot my father’s 
vvith iny voungest biothei, who, b\ mere dint of in- 
dustiy, gave us maintenance and education, suitable 
to lier circumstances , and she, with my uncle’s con- 
sent, let me go to service when 1 was adv^inced in 
veais , and among the variety of places I lived at, 
Lacly Roxana’s was one ” 

“ Yes,” said Thomas, “I knew her there, when I 

was a valet at my Lend D ’s, the next door, it 

was there I became acc|uainted with her, and she, by 
the consent ot the gentlewoinan,” pointing to Amy, 
“let me see tlie I adv Roxana’s fine vestment, which 
she danced in at the grand ball ” 

“Well,” continued riiv claughtei, “ after I left this 
[ilacc, I was at scveial others before I became ac- 
([uainted with Mis Amy a second time (I knew hei 
before as Roxana’s woman), who told me one day 
some things relating to mv mother, and fioin thence 
I contlncled if she was not my mother heiself (as I 
at fiist thought she was), she must be employed by 
her, for no strangei could piofessso much friendship, 
where there was no likelihood of any retuin, after 
being so many years asundei 

“ After this, I made it iny business to find your 
lady out if possible, and vias twice in hei company, 
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once on board the ship^ou were to hare come to Hol- 
land in, and oncenttheQuakei’s house in the Minones, 
London , but as I gave her broad hints of whom I 
took her for, and my lady did not think proper to 
own me, I began to think I was mistaken, till your 
voyage to Holland was put off' Soon after, I was 
flung into Whitechapel jail for a false debt, but, 
through the recommendation of the lailei’s wife to 
the annual thantv of the good Lady Roberts, of 
Mile Eml, I was discharged Whereupon I jiosted 
►-way, seeking my mother all down the Kent Road 
as far as Hover and Heal, at whuh last place not 
fitidirig her, I came in a toaster to London, and land- 
ing in Southwark, was iiniiicdiatcly arrested, and con- 
hned in the Marshalsea prison, where I remained 
some time, deprived of every means to let any person 
without the prison know mj deplorable state and 
condition, till my chum, a young woman, niy bed- 
fellow, who was also confined foi debt, was, bv a 
gentleman, discharged This young woman of hei 
own free will, went, mv lord, to youi lodgings in the 
Minones, and acquainted your landlady, the Quaker, 
where I was, and for what sum I was confined, who 
immediately sent and paid the pretended debt, and 
so I was a second tune discharged l^pon which, 
going to the Quakei’s to leturn her my thanks soon 
after a letter fiom joui lady to hei, with a direction 
in it where to find you, falling into my hands, I set 
out the next mornirtg for the Hague , and I humbly 
hope your pardon, mv lord, for the liberty I have 
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taken , and 3^00 may be assured, that whatever cir- 
cumstances of life I happen to be in, I will be no 
disgrace to youi lordship or family ” 

“ Well,” said my husband, “ what can you say 
of youi mothei’s second child, who, I hear, was a 
son ? ” 

“ My lord,” said I, “ it is in my power to tell you, 
that Thomas there is the son you mention , their 
circumstances aie the same, with this difteience, 
that she was bi ought up under the caie of a good 
aunt, and the boy forced to run awaj fioiii a bad one, 
and shift foi his bread ever since , so if she is my 
daughter, he is in} son, and to oblige 1 ou, my lord, 
I own her, and to please m}self I will own him, and 
they two are bi other and sistei ” I had no sooner 
done speaking, than Thomas fell down befoie me, 
and asked 111} blessing, aftei which, he addicssed 
himself to my loid as follows 

“ M\ lord,” said he, “out ot youi abundant good- 
ness you took me into your service at Dover I told 
vou then the circumstances I was in, which will sav'e 
sour loidship much time by preventing a lepetitioii , 
but, if youi lordship pleases, it shall be caiefully 
penned down, for such a variety of incidents has 
happened to me in England, Wales, Scotland, Ire- 
land, Holland, France, and the Isle of Man, in which 
I have travelled for abouj^ eighteen years past, as 
may prove an agreeable amusement to you, when 
you are cloyed with better company , for as I have 
never been anything above a common servant, so my 
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stories sliall only consist of facts, and such as are 
seldom to be met with, as they are all in low life 

“ Well, Thomas,” said my lord, “ take your own 
time to do it, and I will reward you foi your 
trouble ” 

“ Now, madam,” said my lord to my daughter, “ if 
you please to proceed ” “ My lord,” continued she, 

“ my mother’s thud child, which was a daughter, 
lived with the relation I did, and got a place to wait 
upon a young lady whose father and mother were 
going to settle at Boulogne, in Fiance , she went 
with them, and having stayed at this gentleman’s 
(who was a French merchant) two years, was married 
to a man with the consent of the family slie lived in , 
and her master, by way of fortune, got him to be 
master of a French and Holland coaster, and tins 
was the very person whose ship you hired to come 
to Holland in , the captain’s wife was my own 
sister, consequently my lady’s second daiightei , as 
to my youngest sister, she lived with the uncle and 
aunt Thomas ran awav fiom, and died of the small- 
pox soon aftei My youngest biother was put out 
apprentice to a caipenter, where he improved in his 
business, till a gentlewoman came to his master and 
mistress (which I take by the description they gave 
me, to be Mis Amy), who had him put out to an 
education fit for a merchant, and then sent him to 
the Indies, where he is now settled, and in a fair way 
to get a large estate Tins, my lord, is the whole 
account I can at present give of them, and although 
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it may seem very strange, I assme you, it is all the 
just truth ” 

When she had finished her discourse, my lord 
turned to me, and said, that sinee I that was her 
inothei had neglected doing iriv duty, though sought 
so inuih after, he would take it upon himself to see 
lioth the girl and Thomas provided for, without any 
advising oi letting me know anything about them , 
and added, with a malicious sneer, “ I must take 
caie of the child I have had by vou too, or it will 
have hut an indrflcrent parent to trust to in case of 
inv decease ^ 

This finished the discoiiise, and my loid withdrew 
into his studv, in a humoiii that I am unable to de- 
sdihe, <uid left me, Amy, Thomas, and my daughter 
Susanna, as I must now call hei, in the parlour to- 
gothei W^e sat staling at each other some time, 
till at lust Anil said, “I suppose, my lady, you have 
no farthei husincss with voiir new daughter, she has 
told hei storv, and may now dispose of herself to the 
best advantage she can” “‘No,” said I, “I have 
nothing to say to hei, only that she shall never be 
admitted into inv piesencc again ” The poor girl 
buist out into teais, and said, “ Piav, my lady, ex- 
cuse me, foi I am (crlaiii that weie you in my cii- 
cunistances, you would have done the very action I 
have, and would expect a ji’ardon for committing the 
oftence ” 

After this, I said to Thomas, “ Keep what has 
been said to yourself, and I shall speak to you by- 
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and-by and then I withdrew, and went upstairs to 
mv closet, leaving Amy with Susanna, who soon dis- 
missed her, and followed me 

When Amy came to me, “ Now, my ladv,” says 
she, “ what do you think of this morning’s work ^ I 
believe my lord is not so angry as we were learfnl 
of” “You are mistaken in your lord, Amv,” said 
I, “and are not so well acquainted with the deep 
and premeditated revenge of Dutchmen as I am, 
and although it m.iy not lie my husband’s temper, 
yet I diead it as much, hut shall see more at dinner 
tune ” 

Soon after this, my husband called Thomas, and 
bid him order the cloth for his dinner to be laid in 
his study, and bid him tell his mother that he would 
dine by himself Whni 1 hcaid this, 1 was more 
shocked than I had been vet “Now hw anger be- 
gins to woik, Amy.” said I, “how must I act-'” 
“ I do not know,” answeicd she, “ but I will go into 
the study, and trv what can be done, and, as a faith- 
ful mediatoi, will try to hung \ou together” She 
was not long befoie she rctuiiietl, and huisting into 
teai-s, “ I know not what to do,” sa>s she, “ for your 
husband is in a deep stiidv, and when I told him you 
desiicd him to dine with you in the pailonr as usual, 
he only said, ‘Mrs Amy, go to youi lady, tell her 
to dine when and wheic she pleases, and pray obey 
her as your lady , but let her know from me that 
she has lost the tenderness I had for her ns a wife, 
by the little -thought she had of her children 
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Nothing toulfl have shocked me wore than the 
delivery of this message by Amy I, almost bathed 
in tears, went to him myself, found him in a inelan- 
eholy posture reading in Milton’s “ Paradise Re- 
gained ” He looked at me very sternly when I 
entered his study, told me he hud nothing to say 
to me at that time, and it I had a mind not to dis- 
turb him, I must leave him for the piesent “ My 
lord,” said I, “ supposing all that has been said by 
this girl was truth, what reason have you to be in 
this uiitorgivirig huinoui ? What have I done to 
you to deseive tins usage ^ Have you found any 
fault with me since I had the happiness of being 
maiiied to you ? Did you evey find me in any coiii- 
p.uiy that you did not approve of ^ Have you any 
leason to think that I have vv.isted any of your sub- 
stance ? If you have none of these things to allege 
against me, for heaycn’s sake do not let us now 
make oiii li\es unhappy, foi my haying had legiti- 
mate ihildien by a lawful husband, at a time that 
you think it no crime to Inue h,id a natural son 
by me, which I had the most reason to repent of” 

I spoke the latter pait of these woids with a small 
all of authontv, that he might think me the less 
guilty , but, I believe, he only looked on what I had 
said as a piece of heioisni , for he soon after deliveied 
himself in the following speech “Madam, do you 
not tliiiik that you have used me in a very deceitful 
manner’' If you think that I have not had that 
usage, I will, in a few words, prove the contrary 
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When first I knew you, soon after the jeweller’s 
death at Pans, you never mentioned, in all that 
intncate affair I was engaged in for yon, so ninth 
as voLir having any children , that, as your circuin- 
stames then were, could have done you no harm, 
but, on the contrary, it would have moved the com- 
passion ot yoiii bittei enemy the ,Iew, if he had any 
Afterwards, when I first saw you in London, and 
began to treat with you alxiut iriaiiiage, vour chil- 
di’en, which, to all prudent women, are the first 
things pioMcled for, were so fai neglected as not to 
be spoken of, though mine were mentioned to you , 
and as our foi tunes were very tonsideiable, vouis 
might very well have been put into the opposite 
scale with them Another gieat piece of your in- 
justice was when I offeied to settle youi own foitune 
upon youiself, you would not consent to it , I do 
not look on that piece of oondesconsion out of love 
to me, but a thorough liatied you hud to vour own 
flesh and blood , and lastly your not owning your 
daughter, though she stionglv hinted who she was 
to you when she was twice in your eompany, and 
even followed you fiom place to place while you 
were in England Now, if vou can reconcile this 
piece of inhumanity with youiselt, pray try what 
vou can say to me about youi never telling me the 
life you led iii Pall Mall, in the chaiactei of Roxana c 
You scrupled to be happily niaiiied to me, and soon 
after came to England, and w.cs a reputed whoie to 
any nobleman that would come up to youi price, 
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and lived with one a considerable time, and was 
taken by seveial people to be his lawful wife If 
any gentleman should ask me what I have taken to 
mv bed, what must I answer^ I must say an in- 
human false-heaited whole, one that had not tender- 
ness enough to own her own thildren, and has too 
little virtue, in mv mind, to make a good wife 

“I own I would,” says he, “have settled your 
own estate upon you with great satisfaction, but I 
will not do it now , yon may letiie to your chamber, 
and when I have any occasion to speak with you, I 
will send a messenger to you , so. my undeserving 
ladv countess, you may walk out of the loom ” 

I WHS going to leply to all this, but instead of 
hearing me, he began to speak against tbe Quaker, 
who, he supposed, knew all the iiitiigiics of my life ; 
but I cleared lier innocence, bv soleninlv declaniig it 
was a thorough lelormation ot my past life that 
earned me to live at tbe Quaker’s house, who knew 
nothing of me before I went to live with her, and 
that slie was, I liehevcd, a virtuous woman 

I went awav [ii odigiouslv cliagnned I knew not 
what couise to take , I found expostulation signified 
nothing, and all mv hopes depended on what I 
might sav to him after weweie gone to bed at night 
I sent in foi Amy, and having told her our dis- 
(ouise, she said she knew not what to think of him, 
but hoped it would, by gicat submission, wear off 
by degiees I could eat but little diiiiiei, and Amy 
was moie soiiowdul than hungry, and after we had 
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dined, we walked by ourselves in the garden, to 
knou what we had best pursue As we were walk 
mg about, Thomas tame to us, and told us that the 
young woman who had caused all the words, had 
been at the door, and delivered a letter to my 
lord’s footman, who had earned it upstairs, and that 
she was ordered to go to his loidship in his study, 
which struck me with a fresh and sensible gtief I 
told Thomas, as he was to be her brotlier, to learn 
what my lord had said to hei, if he could, as she 
came down , on which he went into the house to 
obey his older 

He was not gone m above a ((uartei of an hour 
before he tame to me again, and told me she was 
gone, and that iny lord had given her a purse of 
twenty guineas, with orders to live retned, let no- 
body know who or ivhat she was, and come to him 
again in about a month’s tune I was very much 
satisfied to heai this, and was in hopes of its piov- 
ing a happy omen , and I was better pleased about 
two hours aftei, when Thomas tame to me to let me 
know that my loid had given hiin thiity guineas, 
and bid him takeoff his hverv, and new clothe him- 
self, foi he intended to make him his first tleik, and 
put him 111 the way of making his foitune I now 
thought it was impossible for me to be floor, and was 
inwaidly rejoiced that myihildren (ineauiiig Thomas 
and Susanna) were lu the high load to giow nth 

As Amy and I had dined by ouiselves, my lord 
kept his study all the dav, and at night, aftei suppei, 
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Libel cftine and told me that my loid’s man had 
recened orders to make his bed in the crimson loom, 
which nniiie it reieived from the colour of the bed 
and fuiiiituie, and was reserved against the coming 
of stiiiiigeis, or hiekiiess When she had delivered 
hei message she withdrew, and I told Amy it would 
lie to no purpose to go to him again, but I would 
hue her he in a small bed, which I ordered immedi- 
ately to be lauied into mv chamber Before we 
went to lied, I went to hi“ loidship to know why he 
would make us both look so little among oui own 
servants, as to part, bed and boaid, so suddenly 
He only said, “My Lady Roxana knows the airs of 
quality too well to be informed that a scandal among 
nobility does not consist in parting of beds , if you 
(amiot lie by yourself, yon may send a letter to my 

Lord whom you lived with as a mistress in 

London , perhaps he rimy want a bedfellow as well 
as yon, and come to yon at once lou aie too well 
acquainted with him to stand upon ceremony ” 

I left hull, with my heart full of malice, giief, 
shame, and lovenge I did not want a good will to 
do any miscliief , but I wanted an unlimited power 
to put all m\ wicked thoughts iii execution 

Amy and I lay in oui chanibei, and the next 
morning atbieakfast we wcie talking or what the ser- 
vants (for there were thirteen of them iii all, \ u ,tvvo 
coachmen, four footmen, a gloom, and postillion, two 
women cooks, tw'o housemaids, and a laundiy-iiiaid, be- 
sides Isabel, who was my waitiiig-inaid, and Amy, who 
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acted as housekeeper) could saj of the disturbance 
that was in the family “ Pho ' ” said Amy, “ never 
trouble )our head about that, for family quanels are 
so common m noblemen’s houses, both here and in 
England, that there aie nioie families parted, both in 
bed and board, than live lovingly together It can be 
no surprise to the servants, and if youi neighbours 
should hear it, they will only think you are imita- 
ting the air of nobility, and have more of that blood 
in you than you appeared to have when you and 
your lord lived happily together” 

The tune, I own, went very sluggishly on I had 
no tompaii) but Amy and Isabel, and it was given 
out among the seivants of noblemen and gentry that 
I was very much indisposed, foi I thought it a very 
impropei time eithei to receive or pay visits 

In tins manner I lived till the month was up that 
niy daughter was to come again to inv loid, foi al- 
though I went morning, noon, and night, into his 
apaitiiieiit to see him, I seldoni had a quartei of an 
hour’s disLOUise with him, and oflentnnes one of his 
valets would be sent to tell me his loid was busy, a 
little before the time I usually went, which I found 
was to prevent niv going in to him, but this was 
only when he was in an ill hunioui, as his man 
called it 

Whether my lord used to make himself uneasy foi 
want of mine or other company,' I cannot tell, but 
the servants complained every day, as I heaid by 
A.iny, that his lordship ate little or nothing, and 
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Hoiiltl soinetiiiips shed tears when he sat down by 
himself to breakfast, dinnei, or supper, and, indeed, 
I bepiii to think that he looked very thin, his eoiin- 
ttiiante {Tie» pale, and that he had every other sign 
ot a giieved oi biokeii heait 

Mv daughter came to hiiii one Monday morning, 
and stayed with him in his study ncai two hours I 
wondeied at the icason of it, but could guess at 
nothing ( Cl tain , and at last she went away, but I 
hxed mvself so as to see hei as she passed by me, 
and she .ippeaied to have a countenance full of 
satisfaction 

In the evening, when I went in ns usual, he spoke 
to me in a freer style than he had done since oui 
breach "Well, madam” (foi he had not used the 
wolds "my lady” at any time aftei iiiy daughtei s 
coming to our house), said he, “ I think I have pro- 
vided foi voui daughter” “ As how, my lend, pi ay 
will von let me know''” said I ‘ Yes,” lepliod he, 
“as I have reason to think you will he sorry to hear 
ot her wellaie in any sliape, T will tell you A 
gentleman who is going factoi for the Dutch East 
India Company, on the coast of Malabar, I have 
recommended hei to , and he, on my charactei and 
pioimse of a good fortune, will marry her very soon, 
for the Company’s ships sad in about twelve days , 
so, in a foi tiiight, like a gic.at many niotheis as there 
aie nowadays, vou may lejoice at having got iid of 
one of yonr chilclien, though vou neither know 
wheie, how, or to whom ” 
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Although I was veiy gWl m\ lord spoke to me at 
all, and more especially so at m\ daughter’s going to 
be married, and settling in the Indies, yet his words 
left so shai-p a sting behind them as was exceeding 
troublesome to me to weai off I did not dare ven- 
ture to make any further in(|uiries, but w'as very glad 
of what I heard, and soon bidding my lord good- 
night, went and found Amy, who was reading a play 
in the chambei 

I waited with the greatest impatience foi this mar- 
riage , and when I found tlie day was fixed, I made 
hold to ask my lord if I should not be present in his 
chamber when the ceremony was [lei formed This 
favor was also denied me I then asked my lord’s 
thaplain to speak to him on that head, but he was 
deaf to his im|)oitunitics, and liide him tell me that 
I very well knew his mind The wedding was per- 
foiined on a Wednesday evening, in mv loid's presence, 
and he permitted nobody to be there but n sister of 
the biidegi corn’s, and Thomas (now my lord’s secre- 
taiy oi chief clerk), who was biother to the bnde, 
and who gave her away They nil supped together 
after the ceremony was ovei in the great dining-ioom, 
where the foitune was paid, which was £’2000 (as I 
lieard from Thomas aftei wards), and the bonds for 
the performance of the inaiiiage were redelivered 

Next moining my loid askcxl me if I was willing 
to see my daughter before she sailed to the Indies 
“ My lord,” said I, “ as the seeing of her was the 
occasion of this great breach that has happened be- 
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tween us, so if \our loidship will let me have a sight 
of her and a reconciliation with you at the same time, 
there is notliing can be more desirable to rne, or 
would moie contribute to my happiness during the 
rest of my hfe ’’ 

“ No, madam,” says he, “ I would have you see 
your daughter, to be reconciled to her, and give her 
your blessing (if a blessing can proceed fioiii you)' at 
pirting, but oui reconciliation will nevei be com- 
pleted till one of us comes neai the veige of hfe, if 
then , for I am a man that am never leconciled with- 
out ample amends, which is a thing that is not in 
lour poivet to give, without you can alter the coui.se 
of nature and recall time ” , 

On healing him dedal e himself so open,! told him 
that m\ cuise instead of inv blessing would pursue 
inv daiightei foi being the author ot all the mischiefs 
that had hajipened between us “ No, madam,’' said 
he, “ it you had looked upon hei as a daughter heie- 
tofore, I should have had no occasion to haie had 
any breach with von The whole fault lies at >our 
own ilooi , foi whatever your griefs may inwardly lie, 
I would have you recollect they were ot your own 
choosing ” 

I found I was going to give wav to a very violent 
passion, which would peihaps be the worse for me, 
so I left the room and went up to my own chamber, 
not without venting bittei rcpioachus both against 
mv daughter and her unknown husband 

However, the day she was to go on shipboard,.,she 
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breakfasted with my lord, and as soon as it was over, 
and my loid was gone into his study to fetch some- 
thing out, I followed him there, and asked him if he 
would give me leave to present a gold repeating 
watfh to mv daughter before she went away I 
thought he seemed somewhat pleased with this piece 
of condescension in me, though it was done moie to 
gain his goodwill than to express any value I had for 
her He told me that he did not know w ho I could 
better make such a present to, and 1 might give it 
to her if I pleased Accoidingly I went and got it 
out of my cabinet in a moment, and bunging it to 
my lord, desired he would give it hci fioni me He 
asked me if I would not give it hci mvself I told 
him no , f wished her very w'ell, but had nothing to 
saj’ to her till I was restored to his loidship’s bed 
and board 

About two hours aftc'r all tins, the coach was 
oidered to the door, and mv daughter and her new 
husband, the husband's sister, and iri\ son Thomas, 
all went into it, in oidei to go to the liouse of a rich 
uncle of the budegroom’s, wheie they weie to dine 
before they went on board, and mv lord went there 
in a sedan about an lioui after And having eaten 
their diniiei, winch on this occasion was the most 
elegant, thc'y all went on boaid the Iridiaman, where 
my loid and my son Tlioinas stayexl till the ship’s 
crew was hauling in their aiichois to sail, and then 
came home together in the coach, and it being late 
in the evening, he told Thomas he should sup with 
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him that night, after which thej went to bed in their 
several apartments 

Next moiiuiigwhen I went to see my lord as usual, 
he told me that as he had handsomely provided foi 
my daughter, and sent her to the Indies with a man 
of merit and fortune, he sincerely wished hei great 
prosperity “ And,"" he added, “ to let you see, 
madam, that I should never have parted fi om my first 
engagements of love to you, had you not laid your- 
self so open to lensuie for your misconduct, my next 
caie shall be to provide for 3'our son Thomas in a 
handsome mannei, befoie I concern myself with my 
son by y ou ” 

This was the subject of our discourse, with which I 
was very well pleased I only wished my daughter 
had been niairied and sent to the Indies before I h.id 
married m\self , but I began to liope that the woist 
would be ovci when Thomas was provided for too. 
and the son mv lord had bv me, who was now at the 
university, was at home , which I would have brought 
to pass ( ould my will be obeved, but I was not to enjoy 
that happiness 

My loid and I lived with a secret discontent of 
each other for near a twelvemonth before I saw any 
provision made for my son Thomas, and then I found 
my loid bought him a very large plantation in Vir- 
ginia, and was fuinishiiig him to go there in a hand- 
some manner , he also gave him four quarter parts 
in four large tiading West India vessels, in which he 
boarded a great quantity of merchandise to traffic 
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with when he came to the end of his journey, so that 
he was a veij rich man befoie he (what we call) came 
into the world 

The last article that was to be managed, was to 
engage my son to a wife before he left Holland , and 
it happened that the gentleman who was the seller of 
the plantation my husband bought, had been a 
Virginia planter in that colony a great many years , 
but his life glowing on the decline, and his health 
very dubious, he had come to Holland with an intent 
to sell his plantation, and then had resolved to send 
foi his wife, son, and daughtei, to come to him with 
the retuin of the next snips This gentleman had 
brought over with him the pictures of all his family, 
which he was showing to my lord at the same tune 
he was paying for the effects . and on seeing the 
daughtei ’s picture, which appeared to him veiv 
beautiful, my loid inquiieil if she was inanied 
“No, my loid,”says the plantei, “but I believe I 
shall dispose of hei soon aftei she comes to me '' 
“ How old Is your daughtei ^ ” said my lord “ Why, 
niy loid,” replied the planter, “she is twenty-two 
years of age ” Then my lord asked my son if he 
should like that young lady foi a wife “Nothing, 
my lord,” said Thomas, “could lay a greater obliga- 
tion upon me than youi lordship’s providing me with 
a wife ” 

“ Now, sii,” said my lord to the planter, “ what do 
you say to a match between this young gentleman and 
your daughter? Their ages are agieeable, and if you 
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can, or will, gi\e her moie fortune than he has, his 
shall be augmented You partly know his substance, 
by the money I have now paid you ” 

This generous proposal of my lord’s pleased the 
planter to a great degree, and he declared to my lord 
that he thought nothing could be a greater favour 
done him, for two reasons , one of which was, that he 
was ceitain the young gentleman was os good as he 
appeared, because he hod taken for his plantation so 
huge a sum of money as none but a gentleman could 
pay 'I'he next leason was, that this maniage, to be 
peifoimed as soon as my son aiiived there, would be 
a gieat satisfaction to his wife, whose favourite the 
daughter was “Foi,” added he, “ iny wife will not 
milv base the pleasure of seeing her daughter settled 
oil what was our own hereditary estate, but also see 
hei man led to a man of substance, without the 
ilnnger of crossing the seas to be matched to a person 
ecjual to herself ” 

Frav, sii,” said m\ lord, 'Met me hear what foi- 
tune you are willing to give with voar daughtei , 
you have but two childien, and I knoa you must 
be rich” “Why, rny lord,’ replied the planter, 
“ theic IS no denying that , but you must lemember 
I have a son as well as a daughtei to prcvvide for, 
and he I intend to turn into the meicantile way as 
soon as lie airives safe fiom Virginia I have, tny 
lord,” continued he, “a very large stock-in-trade 
theie, as warehouses of tobacco, &c., lodged in the 
custom-houses of the ports, to the value of £7000, 
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to which I ivill add i?3000 in money, and I hope you 
will look upon that as a very competent estate , and 
when the young gentleman’s foitune is joined to 
that, I believe he will be the iichest man in the 
whole American colonies of his age” 

It was then considered between my lord and 
Thomas, that no woman with a qnaitei of that 
foitune would venture herself over to the West Indies 
with a man that had ten tunes as much , so it being 
hinted to the planter that nii lord had agreed to 
the proposals, they promised to meet tlic next morn- 
ing to settle the affair 

In the evening, my loid, with Thomas in his com- 
pany, hinted the above discouisc to me I was 
frightened almost out of my wits to think what a 
large sum of money had been laid out foi my son, 
but kept what I thought to nnself It was agreed 
that iiiy son was to mam the old plantei's daughtei, 
and a lawyei was sent foi, with mstuutions to draw' 
up all the wiitings for the mariiage-settlement, iCc , 
and the next morning a niessengei c.ime fiorn the 
plaiitei with a note to m\ loid, letting him know, if 
it was ifot lutonunicnf, he would wait on his loid- 
?ship to breakfast He came soon aftci vnth a Dutch 
merchaiib of gi eat estate, who was oui neigliboui at 
The Hague, where tliey settled evciy point in ques- 
ticui, and the articles weie all drawn up and signed 
by the seveial paities tlA next day hcfoie dinnei 
There was nothing now lomaiiiing but my son’s 
departure to his new plantation in Virginia Gieat 
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despatch was made that he might be lead^ to sail in 
one of his oivii ships, and take the advantage of an 
English convoy, which was almost ready to sail Mv 
lonl sent several valuable piesents to my son’s lady, 
as did hei father , and as 1 was at liberty in this 
case to do as I would, and knowing tnv lord hod a 
vei\ great value foi ui\ son, I thought that the 
richei m\ presents were, the more he vcould esteem 
me (but theie vcas nothing in it, the enmity he took 
against me liad taken loot in his heart), so I sent 
liei a cunous set of cliimi, the very best I could buy, 
Hith a siliei tea-kettle and lamp, tea-pot, sugai-dish,’ 
cieam-pot, teaspoons, X:c , and as m\ lord had sent 
a golden lepeatei, I added to it a golden equipage, 
with ni\ loid’s pictuie hanging to it, finely painted, 
(This was another thing 1 did puiposelv to please 
him, but it would not do) A few days aftei, he 
came to take Ins leave of me, bv mv lord's ordei, 
and at mv parting with him I shed abundance of 
teals, to tlinik 1 was then in an almost strange place, 
no child tliat could then come iieai me, and under so 
seveie a displeasure of iny loid, that I had very little 
hopes of evei being friends with him again 

]\[v life did not mend after my son was ^ne , all 
I could do would not peisuade my lord to have any 
flee coiiveisation with me And at this juncture it 
was that thc_ foolish jade Amy, who was now ad- 
vanced in vears, was cati lied in a conversation with 
one of my lord’s men, which was not to her credit , 
for, it coming to his ears, she was turned out of the 
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house by my loiil’s orders, and was never suffered to 
come into it again during his lifetime, and I did not 
dare to speak a word in her favoui lor fear he should 
retort upon me, “ Like mistress, like maid ” 

I could hear nothing of Amy for the first three 
months after she had left me, till one dai, as I was 
looking out of a dining-room window, 1 saw her pass 
by, but I did not dare ask her to come in, for feai 
niv loid should hear of hei being there, which would 
have been adding fuel to the fne , however, she, look- 
ing up at the house, saw me I made a motion to 
her to stay a little about the door, and in the mean- 
time I wiote a note, and dropped it out of the win- 
dow, in which I told liei how I had lived iii her 
absence, and desired her to wiite me a letter, and 
carry it the next day to mv sempstress's house, who 
would take care to deliver it to me herself 

I told Isabel that she should let me know when 
the milliner came again, for I had some complaints 
to her about getting up my best suit of Brussels lace 
nightclothes On the Saturday following. )ust after 
I had dined, Isabel came into iii) apartment “ My 
lady,” ^|ys she, “ the milliner is in the pailoiir , will 
you be pleased to have hei sent upstairs, or will \oui 
ladyship be pleased to go down to hei!’” “Why, 
send her up, Isabel,” said I, “ she is as able to come 
to me as I am to go to her , I will see her here ” 
When the milliner came into my chamber, I sent 
Isabel to my dressing-room to fetch a small parcel of 
fine linen which lay there, and m the interim she 
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gave Amv’s letter, which I put into my pocket, 
and, haling pretended to be angry about my linen, I 
gave her the imall bundle Isabel brought, and bid 
hei be suie to do them belter for the future 

She promised me she would, and went about her 
business , and when she was gone, I opened Amy’s 
letter, and having lead it, found it was to the follow- 
ing purpose, VI/ , that she had opened a coffee-house, 
and furnished the upper pait of it to let out in 
lodgings , that she kept two maids and a man, but 
that the trade of it did not aiiswei as she had reason 
to expect , she was willing to leave it off, and letire 
into the country to settle for the lest of her life, but 
was continually harassed by such distuibance in her 
(onscience ns made hei unfit to resolve ujion any- 
tliing, and wished theie was n possibility for hei to 
see me, that she nnglit open her mind with the same 
fieedoni as forinerlv, and have my advice upon some 
partnular affairs , and such-like discoui-se 

It was a pretty while before I heaid from Amy 
again, and when I did, the lettei was in much the same 
strain as the former, excepting that things weie 
(oming more to a eiisis, foi she told me in it that 
hei money was so out, that is, lent as ready money 
to tiaders, and tiusted for liqiiois in her house, that 
if she did not go away this quartei, she should be 
obliged to run away the next I very much lamented 
her unfortunate case, but that could he no assistance 
to hei, as I had it not now in my power to see her 
when I would, or give hei what I pleased, as it had 
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always used to be , so all I could do was to wish her 
well, and leave her to take caie of herself 

About this time it was that 1 perte'ved my lord be- 
gan to look very pale and meagre, and I had a notion he 
was going into a consumption, but did not daie tell 
him so, for fern he should say 1 was daily looking for 
his death, and was now overioyed that I saw a shadow 
of it , nevertheless, he soon after began to hnd him- 
self in a very bad state of health, foi he said to me 
one morning, that my caie would not lust long, foi 
he believed he was seized by a distempei it was im- 
possible for him to get ovei “ My lord,” said I, 
“you do not do me justue in imagining anything 
conceiiiiiig me that does not tend to youi own hap- 
piness, foi if voin bodv is out of older, my mind 
suffers for if” Indeed, had he died then, without 
making a will, it might have been well for me , but 
he was not so near death as that , and, what was 
worse, the distemper, whuh proved a consumption 
(which was occasioned thicflv by much stiidv, watch- 
ings, melancholy thoughts, wilful and obstinate neg- 
lect of taking caie of his bodv, and such like things), 
held him nine weeks and thiee days after this, before 
it earned him off 

He now took country lodgings, most delightfully 
situated both foi an and piospect, and had a maid 
and man to attend him I begged on my knees to 
go with him, but could not get that favour gi anted , 
for, if I,could, it might have been the means of re- 
storing me to his favour, but our breach was too 
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wide to be thoioughly reconciled, though I used all 
the endeanng I had evei had occasion for to 

creep into his fiuour 

Before he went out of town he locked and sealed 
up everj room in the house, excepting my bed- 
chamber, dressing-room, one parloiii, and all the 
offices and rooms belonging to the servants , and, as 
he had now all my substance in his power, I was in 
a very poor state for a countess, and began to wish, 
iiitli great sincerity, that I h id never seen him, after 
I had lived so happy a life as I did at the Quaker's 
For notwithstanding our estates joined together, 
when wc wcie fust uiained, amounted to dF3376 per 
annum, and iieai i’18,000 ready money, besides 
jewels, plate, goods, fkc , of a considerable value, yet 
we liad lived iii a veiv high manner since our taking 
the title of call and countess upon us , setting up a 
great liouse, and had a nunihei of servants . our 
eijuipage, such as coach, chanot, horses, and then 
attendants , a handsome fortune niy lord had given 
to my daughtei, and a veiy noble one to my son, 
whom he loved very well, not for his lieuig my son, 
but for the toiirteous behaviour of him in nevei 
aspiring to anything above a valet aftei he knew 
who he was, till my lord made him his secretary or 
clerk Besides all these expenses, my' lord, having 
flung himself into the trade to the Indies, both East 
and West, had sustained many great and uncommon 
losses, occasioned by his meichandise being mostly 
shippetj in English bottoms , and that nation having 
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declared war against the cronn of Spain, he was one 
of the first and greatest sufferers that power , so 
that, on the whole, oui estate, whieh was as above, 
dwindled to about £1000 per annum, and our home 
stock, VIZ , about £17,000, was entirely gone This, 
I believe, was another great mortification to his lord- 
ship, and one of the main things that did help to 
hasten his end , for he was observed, both by me 
and all his servants, to be more cast down at heanng 
of his losses, that were almost daily sent to him, 
than he was at what had happened between him 
and me 

Nothing could give moie uneasiness than the dam- 
age our estate sustained by this traffic He looked 
upon It os a mere misfortune that no pci son could 
avoid, but I, besides that, thought it w<is a judg- 
ment upon me, to punish me in the loss of all my 
ill-got gain But when I found that his own fortune 
began to dwindle as well as mine, I was almost leady 
to think It was possible his lordship might have been 
as wicked a liver as I had, and the same vengeance 
as had been poured upon me foi my icpeated crimes 
might also be a puiiishmeiil for him 

As his lordship was in a bad state of health, and 
had removed to a couiitiy lodging, his study and 
counting-house, as well as his other rooms, weie 
locked and sealed up , all business was laid aside, ex- 
cepting such letteis as came to him weie carried to 
his lordship to be opened, read, and answered I 
also went to see him monnng and evening, but lie 
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would not suffer me to stay with him a single night. 
I might have had another loorn in the sanie house, 
but was not vvilling the people who kept it should 
know that there was a misunderstanding between us , 
so I contented myself to be a constant visitor, but 
could not peisuade him to forgive me the denying of 
iiiy daughter, and acting the pait of Roxana, because 
I had kept those two things an inviolable seciet from 
him and everybody else but Amy, and it was careless- 
ness III her (onduit at last that was the foundation 
of all my futuie misery 

As my lord’s weakness increased, so his ill temper, 
rather than dimmish, increased also I could do 
nothing to please him, and began to think that he 
was only pettish liecause he found it was his turn to 
go out of the woild first A gentleman that lived 
neai him, ns well as his vhaplain, persuaded him to 
have a phjsnian, to know in wlial state his health 
was , and by all I could leain, the doctoi told him to 
settle his worldly affaiis a.s soon as he conveniently 
could “For,” savs he, “although youi death is not 
veitaiii, still your life is very piecarioiis ” 

The fust thing he did after this wa.s to send for the 
son he liad by mo fiom the univei’sity He came the 
week afterwards, and the tutor with him, to take care 
of his pupil The next day after iny lord came home, 
and sending for six eminent men that lived at The^ 
Hague he made his will, and signed it in the presence 
of them all , and they, with the chaplain, were ap- 
pointed the sxecu lei's of it, and guardians of my son 
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As I was in a great concern at his making his will 
unknown to me, and before we weie friends, I thought 
of it in too sei lous a manner not to speak about it 
I did not know where to apply first, but after mature 
consideration sent for the chaplain, and he coming to 
me, I desiied he would give me the best intelligence 
he could about it “ M_v lady,” said he, “ j ou can- 
not be so unacquainted with the duty of my function, 
and the trust my loid has reposed in me, but you 
must know I shall go bevond my trust in lelating 
anything of that natuie to you , all that 1 can say 
on that head is, that I would have you make friends 
with my lend as soon as you possibly can, and get him 
to make another will, oi else take the best taie of 
yourself as lies in your power, for, I assure you, if 
his lordship dies, you aic but pooily pionded for” 
These last words of tbe chaplain's most teriibly 
alarmed me 1 knew not what to do , and, at last, 
as if I was to be guided by nothing but the furies, I 
went to his ehambei, and after iiiquiiing how he did, 
and healing that he was lai fiotn well, I told him I 
had heaid he had made his will “ Ves,” said he, “I 
have , and what then i*” “ Why, my lord,” leplied I, 
“I thought it would not have been dciogatory to 
both our hoiioui-s foi you to have mentioned it to me 
before you did it, and have let me known iii what 
jnonner you intended to settle your estate This 
would have been but acting like a man to his wife, 
even if you had married me without a fortune , but 
as you received so handsomely with me, you ought to 
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/lave considered it as my substance, as well as your 
rwn, that you were going to dispose of" 

My lord looked somewhat staggered at what I had 
said, and pausing a little while, answered, that he 
thought, and also looked upon it as a granted 
opinion, that after a man married a woman, all that 
she was in possession of was his, excepting he had 
made a prior writing oi settlement to her of any 
pai t or all she was then ^lossessed of “ Besides, ray 
lady," added he, “ I have mained both your children, 
and given them very noble fortunes, especially your 
sou I have also had gieat losses in tiade, both by 
sea and land, since you delivered your fprtune to 
me, and even at this time, notwithstanding the 
appearance «e make in the world, I am not worth 
a thud of what I was when we came to settle in 
Holland , and then, here is our own son shall be 
provided foi in a handsome manner by me , for I 
am thoroughly convinced there will be but little 
care taken of him if I leave anything in your power 
foi that purpose witness Thoma-s and Susanna ” 

“ My lord," said I, “ I am not come into your 
chambei to know what care you have taken of oui 
child I do not doubt but you have acted like a 
father by it What I would be informed in is, what 
I am to depend upon in case of your decease , which 
I, howevei, hope may be a gieat many years off yet " 
“You need not concern vonrself about that," said 
he , “ your son will take caie that you shall not 
want , but yet, I will tell you, too," said he, “that 
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jt may prevent your wishing foi my death I have, 
in my will, left all I am possessed of in the world to 
my son, excepting ^1500 , oqt of that there is £500 
for you, ^500 among my executors, and the other 
^600 IS to bury me, pay my funeral expenses, and 
what IS overplus I have ordered to be equally divided 
among iny servants ” 

When I had heard him pronounee these woids, 
I stared like one that was frightened out of his 
senses “ Five hundred pounds lor me ' ” savs I . 
“ pray, what do you mean '* What ' am 1, that 
brought you so handsome a foitune, to be under the 
cuib of any son, and ask him for eveiy penny I 
want? No, sir,” said I, “I will not accept it I 
expect to be left in full possession of one-half of your 
fortune, that I may live the remainder of my life 
like youi wife” “Madam,” replied myloid, “you 
may expect what yovi please If you can make it 
appeal since I found you out to be a pit that I have 
looked upion you as my wife, eveiything shall be 
altered and settled just as you desire, which might 
then be called youi will , but as the case now stands, 
the will IS mine, and so it shall remain ” 

1 thought I should have sunk when I had heaid 
him make this solemn and piemeditated declaiation 
I raved like a mad woman, and, at the end of my 
discourse, told him that I did not value what could 
happen to me, even if I was forced to beg niy biead, 
for I would stand the test of my own charactei , and 
as I could get nothing by being an honest woman, 
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so I should not scruple to declAie that “ the Son you 
have left what you have to is a bastard you had 
by me several yeare befoi'e we were mairied” 

“ Oh,” says he, “ madam, do you think you can 
frighten me ^ no, not in the least , for if you ever 
mention anything of it, the title, as well as all the 
estate, will go to another branch of my family, and 
vou will then be lelt to starve in good earnest, with- 
out having the least glimpse of hope to better your 
foitune , for,” added he, “it is not very probable 
that you will be courted for a wife by any man of 
substance at these years , so if you have a mind to 
make yourself easy in yoiii present circtynstances, 
you must rest contented with what I have left you, 
and not prove yourself a whore to ruin youi child, 
in whose power it will be to provide for you in a 
hnndsoiiie niannei, provided you behave youiself 
with that lespcit to him and me as you ought to 
do , for if uiiy words arise about what I have 
done, I shall make a fresh will, and, as the laws 
of this nation will give me liberty, cut you off with 
a shilling ” 

My own unhappiness, and h's strong and lasting 
resentment, had kept me at high words, and flowing 
in teais, for some time, and as I was unwilling any- 
body should see me in that unhappy condition, I 
stayed coolly talking to him, till our son, who had 
been to several gentlemen’s houses about my lord’s 
business, came home to tell his father the success he 
had met with abroad He brought in with him 
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bank-notes to the amount of J?1 2,000, which he had 
received of some merthants he held a correspondence 
with , at which my loid was well pleased, for he was 
pretty near out of money at this juncture After 
our son had delivered the accounts and bills, and had 
withdrawn, 1 asked my loid, in a calm tone, to give 
me the satisfaction of knowing in what manner the 
losses he had complained to have suffered consisted 
“ You must consider, my lord,” said I, “ that accord- 
ing to what you have been pleased to inform me of, 
we aie upwaids of X^2000 per annum, besides about 
jf!?,!)©© ready money, poorei than we were when we 
first came to settle in Holland ” 

“You talk,” leplied my lend, “in a very odd 
manner Ho not you know that I had children of 
my own by a founei wife ^ and of these I have taken 
so much care as to ptovide with very liandsoiiie foi- 
tunes, which are settled nrevcKablv upon them I 
have, Piovidence be thanked, given each of them 
£5000, and that is laid iii East India stock, suffi- 
cient to keep them geiiteellv, above the fiowns of 
fortune, and free fioiii the feai of want This, joined 
to the money I mentioned to you befoie, as losses at 
sea, deaths, and bankruptcies, your children’s fortunes, 
which are lai^er than my own children’s, the buying 
the estatp we live on, and several othei things, which 
my receipts and notes will account foi, as you may 
see aftei mv decease I have, to oblige you on this 
head, almost descended to particulaiN, which I never 
thought to have done , but as I have, rest yourself 
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contented, and be well assured that I have not wil- 
fully thrown any of youi substance away ” 

I could not tell what he meant by saying he had 
not wilfully thrown any of iny substance away 
These words pu/zled me, for I found by his discourse 
I was to have but d'500 of all I had brought him, at 
his decease, which I looked upon to be near at hand 
I had but one thing that was anv satisfac'tion to me, 
which was this I was assuied by him that he had 
not bestowed above the 5,000 he mentioned to 
me, on his childien by his forniei wife , and, on an 
exact cnlculntion, he made it appeal that he had 
bestowed on iiiy son Thomas alone iieai L’13,00l) in 
billing the plantation, shales in vessels, and mer- 
chandise, besides seieral valuable presents sent to his 
wife, both by him and me, and as foi niy daughter 
Susanna, she was vet\ well mairied to .i factor, with 
a foitune of i?2000 (whuh was a gieat sum of money 
for a woman to have who was immediately to go to 
the East Indies), besides some handsome piesents 
given to her botli by him and me In fact, her for- 
tune was, in proportion, as lafge as hei brother’s, foi 
there is but very few women in England or Holland 
with i?2000 foi time that would venture to the coast 
of Malabai, even to have iiiaiiied an Indian king, 
much more to have gone over with a pe,oon that no 
one could tell what reception he might meet with, 
or niiglit be recalled at the pleasure of the Com- 
pany upon the least distaste taken by the merchants 
against him Neither would I, though her own 
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motiier, hinder her voyage, for she had been the 
author of all the misfortunes that happened to me , 
and if my speaking a word would have saved hei 
from the gieatest torment, I believe I should have 
been quite silent And I had but one reason to 
allege foi the gill’s going so hazardous a voyage, 
which IS, she knew that the match was proposed by 
itiy loid, and if he had not thought it would have 
been advantageous forhei,he would never have given 
dF2000 to hei husband as a fortune, and again, as 
my lord was the only fiiend she had in our family, 
she was cunning enough to know that the bare dis- 
obliging of him would have been her ruin for evei 
after , to which I may add, that it is possible, as she 
had made so much mischief about me, she was glad 
to get what she could and go out of the way, for feai 
my lord and I should be friends , which, if that had 
happened, she would have been told never to come 
to our house any more 

As my loid’s death began to be daily the dis- 
course of the family, I thought that he might be 
more recMnciled if I enteicd into the arguments 
again, pro and con, which we had together before 
I did so, but all I could say was no satisfaction, till 
I importuned him on my knees, with a flood of teais 
“ Madam,” said he, “ what would you have me do '' ” 
“ Do, my lord,” said I, “ only be so tender to my 
years and circumstances as to alter your will, or, at 
least, add a codicil to it , I desire nothing moie, for 
I declare I had rathei be a beggar, than live under 
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my cliild's jurisdiction " To this he agreed with 
some reluctance, and lie added a codicil to his will 
This pleased me gicatlv, and gave me comfort, for 
I dreaded nothing so mmh, after all my high living, 
as being uiidei anv peison, lelation or stranger, and 
whether they exeitised any power ovei me or not 
I saw the lawvei tome out of the chambei fiist, 
but was above asking him any questions , the next 
were the executors and chaplain I asked the last 
how they tame to have words He did not answer 
me directly, but begged to know whose pleasuie it 
was to have the toditil annexed “It was mine, 
sir,” leplied I , “ and it made me very uneasy before 
I could have the favour granted” He only replied 
by saving, “Ah ' poor lady, the favour, as you are 
pleased to tei ni it, is not calculated for any benefit 
to vou , think the worst \ou tan of it” 

I was terribly uneasy at what the chaplain had 
said, but I imagined to myself that 1 could not be 
woise off than I thought I should be before the 
codicil was annexed , and as he withdrew without 
saving any more, I v^as taiii to rest satisfied with 
what I had heard, and that amounted to nothing 
The next day after this the physicians that at- 
tended my loid told him it was time for him to 
settle his worldly afiaiis, and prepare himself fora 
hereafter I now found all was over, and I had no 
other hopes of his life than the physicians’ declara- 
tion of his lieing near his death For it often hap- 
pens that the gentlemen of the faculty give out that 
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a man is near his death, to make the cme appear to 
be the effect of their great skill in distempers and 
medicine, as others, when they cannot find out the 
real disease, give out that a man’s end is near, rathei 
than discovei their want of judgment , and this I 
thought might be the case with oui doctors of 
physic 

Our son was still kept from the iiimersity, and 
lodged at the house of one of his f utui e guardians , 
but when he heard that his fathei was so near his 
end, he was very little out of, his piesence, for he 
deaily loved him My lord sent the d.iy befoie his 
death to lock and seal up all the doois in his dwell- 
ing house at The Hague , and the steward had 
orders, in case of my lord’s decease, not to let any- 
body come 111, not even his lady (who had foi some 
time lodged in the same house with her lord), with- 
out an oidei fiom the executois 

The keys of the doors wcie carried to him, and ns 
he saw his death approach, he prepared for it, and, 
in fact, resigned up the keys of eieiy thing to the 
executors, and having bid them all a farewell, they 
weie dismissed The physic mils waited , but as the 
verge of life appionchtd, mid it w'ns out ot their 
power to do him any seivice, he gave them a bill of 
dflOO for the care they had taken of him, and dis- 
missed them 

I now went into the chamber, and kncBlmg by his 
bed-side, kissed him with great earnestness, and 
begged of him, if ever I bad disobliged him in any 
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respect, to forgive me He sighed, and said he most 
freely forgave me everything that I had reason to 
think I had offended him in , but he added, “ If you 
had been so open in your conversation to me before 
our inariiage as to discover your family and way of 
life, I know not but that I should have married you 
as I did I might now have been in a good state of 
health, and you many yeais have lived with all the 
honouis due to the Countess de Wintselsheim ” 
Tliese words diew tears from my eyes, and they 
being the last of any consequence he said, they had 
the greatei impression upon me He faintly bid me 
a long faiewcll, and said, as he had but a few mo- 
ments to live, he hoped I would retire, and leave 
him with out son and chaplain I withdrew into 
my own chamber, almost drowned in tears, and my 
son soon followed me out, leaving the chaplain with 
his father, offenng up his piayeis to Heaven for the 
receiving of his soul into the blessed mansions of 
eternal bliss 

A few minutes after our son went into the cham- 
bei with me again, and leceived his father’s last 
blessing The diaplaiu now saw him departing, and 
was reading the prayer ordered by the Church for 
that occasion , and while he was doing it, my lord 
laid his head gently on the pillow, and turning on 
his left side, departed this life with all the calmness 
of a composefl mind, without so much as a groan, in 
the fifty-seventh year of his age 

As soon as he was dead an undertaker was sent for, 
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by ordei of the executors, who met together imme- 
diately to open his will, and take care of all my son’s 
effects I was present when it was opened and lead , 
but how ternbly I was frightened at hearing the 
codicil repeated any person inav imagine by the sub- 
stanc’e of it, which was to this effect , that if I had 
given me any more after his decease than the cfSOO 
he had left me, the J.^500 left to his executors, and 
the iPlOOO of inv son’s estate (which was now ayeai’s 
interest), was to be given to such poor families at 
The Hague as were pidged to be in the gieatest 
want of it, not to be divided into ecjual sums, but 
eveiy family to have atcoiding to their merit and 
necessity. But this was not all My son was tied 
down much haider , for if it was known that he gave 
me any relief, let rny condition l>e ever so bad, either 
by himself, by his onler, or in any manner of wa\, 
device, or contrivance that he could think, of, one- 
half of his estate, which was paituiilarly mentioned, 
was to devolve to the executors for ever, and if tliey 
granted me evei so small a favour, that sum was to 
be equally divided among the seveial paiishes wheie 
they lived, for the beiieht of the poor 

Any peisoii would have been surprised to have 
seen how we all sat staring at each other, for though 
it was signed by all the executors, yet they did not 
know the substance of it till it was publicly read, 
excepting the chaplain , and he, as I mentioned 
before, had told me the ccxlicil had bettei nevei have 
been added. 
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I ^as now m a fine dilemma , bad the title of a 
countess, with ,£’500, and nothing else to subsist on 
but a \eiy good wardiobe of clothes, which were not 
looked upon by my son and the executors to be iny 
late lord’s propeity, and which were worth, indeed, 
more than tiehle the sum I had left me 

I immediately lemoved from the lodgings, and 
left them to bury the body when they thought 
propel, and retired to a lodging at a private gentle- 
man’s house, about a mile from The Hague I was 
now lesolscd to find out Amy, being, as it were, at 
liberty , and accoiditigly went to the house where 
she had lived, and finding that empty, inquired for 
liei among the neighbours, who gave various ac- 
counts of 'vhat had become of hei , but one of them 
had a diiection left at his house where she might be 
found I went to the place and found the house 
shut up, and all the windows bioken, the sign taken 
down, and the lails and benches pulled Irom before 
the dooi I was cjuite ashaiiital to ask tor hei there, 
for it wa-s a very siandalous neighbourhood, and I 
concluded that Amy bad been bi ought to low cir- 
cumstances. and had kept a house of ill-fame, and 
was either run away heiself, oi was foited to it by 
the officeis ot justice Howevei, as nobody knew 
me Iieie, I went into a shop to buy some trifles, and 
asked who had lived in the opposite house (meaning 
Amy’s). “ Really, madam,” says the woman, “ I do 
not well know , but it was a woman who kept girls 
for gentlemen , she went on in that wickedness for 
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some time, till a gentleman «as i-obbed there of his 
watch and a diamond nng, on which the women 
were all taken up, and comgiitted to the house of 
correction , but the young ones are now at liberty, 
and keep about the town ” “ Pray,'” said I, “ what 

may have become of the old beast that could be the 
ruin of those young creatures ” “ Why, I do not 

well know,” says she, “ but I have heard that, as all 
her goods were seized upon, she was sent to the pooi- 
housc , but it soon after appealing that slie had the 
French disease to a tiolent degree, was removed to a 
hospital to be taken care of, but 1 believe she will 
never live to tome out , and if she should be so foi- 
tunate, the gentleman that was robbed, finding that 
she was the guilty person, intends to prosecute hci 
to the utmost ngourof the law ” 

I was sadly surprised to hear fins charatter of 
Amy , foi I thought whatcvci house she might keep, 
that the heyday of her blood liad lieen over But I 
found that she had not been willing to be taken for 
an old woman, though near sixty leiirs ot age , and 
iny not seeing oi hearing from liei for some time 
post was a confirmation of what had been told me 
I went home sadly dejected, t uiisidenng how I 
might hear of her I had known her for a faithful 
servant to me, in all my bad and good foitune, and 
was sorry that at the last such a miserable end should 
overtake her, though she, as well as I, deserved it 
several years before 

A few days after I went pretty neai the place I 
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hud heard she was, and hired a poor woman to go 

and inquiie how Aim did, and whether she 

was likely to do well The woman returned, and 
told me that tlie inntion, or mistress, said, the per- 
son I inquired aftei died in a salivation two days 
liefore, and was buried the last night in the cemetery 
belonging to the hospital 

I was very soriv to heai of Amy’s unhappy and 
miserable death , lor when she eamt hist into my 
seiMce she was leally a sober giil, veiy witty and 
brisk, but never iin{)udent, and bei notions in general 
were good, till iny toicing her, as it were, to have an 
intiigue with the jewellei She had also lived with 
me between thirty and forty ycnis, in the seveial 
stages of life as I had passed through , and as I had 
dune nothing but what she was privy to, so she win 
the best person in the uiiivtrsul world to consult 
with and take advue fioin, us my tireuinstances now 
were 

I retuincd to ni\ lixlgings imiih ehagrined, and 
lery disconsolate , toi as I had for several years 
lived at the pinnacle of spleiidoui and satisfaction, 
it was a piodigious heait-break to me now to fall 
from upwaids of i’flOOO jier annum to a poor £500 
piincipal 

A few days after this I went to see my son, the 
Eail of Wintselsheiiii He received me in a very 
courteous (though far from a dutiful) manner. We 
talked together rieai an hour upon general things, 
hut had no particular discourse about my late lord’s 
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effects, as I wanted to have iVmong other things 
lie told me that hia guardians had advised him to go 
to the university for four years longer, when he 
would come of age, and his estate would be some- 
what repaired , to » hich he said he had agreed , and 
for that purpose all the household goods and equi- 
pages weie to be disposed of the next week, and the 
seivants dismissed I immediately asked if it would 
be looked upon as an encroachment upon his father's 
will if I took Isabel (who had been my waiting-maid 
ever sin<e I came fioin England) to live «itb me 
“No, mv lady,” very readily leplied he, “as she 
will be dismissed from me. die is certainly at liberty 
and full fieedoin to do for herself as soon and in the 
best manner she possibly can ” After this I stayed 
alxiut a <]uarter of an hour with him, and then I 
sent foi Isabel, to know if she would lome and liie 
with me on hei dismission from her loid’s The girl 
readily consented, for 1 had always been a good 
unstress to her and then I went to my own lodg- 
ings in my son’s coach, which lie had ordered to be 
got ready to carry me home 

Isabel came, according to appointment, about ten 
days after, and told me the house was quite cleaied 
both of men and iiioi aides, hut said her lord (mean- 
ing iny son) was not gone to the university as yet, 
but WAS at one of his guardians’ houses, where he 
would stay about a month, and that he intended to 
make a visit before bis dcpaiture, which he did, 
attended by my late chaplain , and I, being in hand- 
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home lodgings, received them mtli all the complai- 
sance and love ns was possible, telling them that time 
and cinumstancts having greatly vanetl with me, 
whatever they saw amiss I hoped they aould he so 
good a-s to look over it at that time, by considering 
the unhappy situation of inv aftan-s 

After this visit was over, and I had myself and 
Isaliel to pi ovule foi, handsome lodgings to keep 
(nhith were as exjicnsive tis they were fine), and 
nothing but iiiv piintipiil moi ey to live on (1 menu 
what I happened to have in my pm Let at iiiy lord's 
death, for I liad not been jiaiil my i'500 as yet), 
I could not iiiaiiage for a genteel maintenance as 
I had done some yeais before 1 thought of divers 
things to lay niv small sums out to advantage, but 
could fix on iiolliiiig. foi it always happens that 
when people have but a tnfle, they are very dubious 
in the disposal of it 

Having been long resolving in iny niiiid, I at last 
fixed on merchandise as the most genteel and prof- 
itable of anything else Accordingly I went to a 
nieithant who was nitiiiiate with my late loixl, and 
letting him know how my ciuumstances were, he 
hcaitily condoled with me, and told me he could 
help me to a sliaie in two ships — one was going a 
tiading voyage to the coast of Africa, and the other 
a-privateeniig I was now in a dilemma, and was 
willing to have a share m the trader, but was dubious 
of being Lonceiiievl in the privateer , for I had heard 
strange stones told ol the gentlemen concerned in 
[ 295 ] 



THE LIFE OF ROXANA 


that way of t>u‘.ines‘. Nay, I had been told, but 
with what certainty I cannot aver, that theie was a 
set of men who took upon them to issue ships, and 
as they always knew to what poit they are bound, 
notice was sent to their lonespondent abroad to 
order out their pruateers on the coast the other 
sailed, and they knowing the loading, and the num- 
bers of hands and guns weie on boaid, soon made 
priiies of tne vessels, and the profits were equally 
divided, afli'i paving what was paid for their in- 
surance, among them all 

However, I at last lesolved, by the merchant’s 
advice, to have a share in the trader, and the next 
day he oier-jiersuaded me to have a share in the 
privateer also But that I may not lay out uiy 
money before I have it, it may not be amiss to ob- 
serve that 1 went to the executors and received mv 
L’SOO at an hour’s notice, and then went to the mer- 
chant’s to know what the shares would come to, and 
being told i’1500, 1 was resolved to raise the money , 
so I went home, and, with niv maid Isabel, in two 
days’ time disposed of as many of my clothes as 
fetched me near i^llOO, which, joined to the above 
sum, I carried to the niei chant’s, where the writings 
were diawn, sigiic*d, sealed, and deliveisid to me in 
the presence of two witnesses, who went with me for 
that purpose The ships were near i eady for sailing , 
the trader was so well iiianned and armed, as well as 
the privateer, that the partners would not consent 
to insure them, and out they both sailed, though 
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from different ports, and I depended on getting a 
good estate betueeii them 

When I was about this last ship a letter came 
from the count, ra_v son, full ot tender expressions of 
his duty to me, in which I was informed that he was 
going again to the unnersity at Pans, where he 
should lemain four years after that he intended to 
make the tour of Euiope, and then (Oine and settle 
at 'I'he Hague I returned him thanks in a lettei 
toi his coinpliment, wished him all happiness, and a 
safe return to Holland, end (Jesiied that he ttould 
write to me fioin tune to tunc that I might heai of 
his welfaie, which was all I could now expect of him 
But this was the last time I heaid fioin him, or he 
fixim me 

In about a month’s time the news came that the 
pinateer (which sailed under Hntisli colours, and 
wa* clisided into eight shares) had taken a ship, and 
was bunging it into the Texel, but that il aicidenLallv 
foundered, and bcMiig chained to the piivateei, had, 
in sinking, like lo liasc lost that too Two or three 
of the hands got on shoie, and came to The Hague , 
but how tcinblv I was iilaiincd am one mav judge, 
wlien 1 heaid the ship the piivatcsa had was the 
Newfuiindliuid meieliaiitman, as I hod bought two 
shai'es in out of tour About two months after news 
was euueiit about The Hague ot a pnvateer or 
iiierchantmaii, one of them ot the town, though not 
known which, having an engagement in the Mediter- 
ranean, in which action both the pnvateer and trader 
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wM lost Soon after their names were publicly 
known, anti, in the end, iny partners heard that they 
were our ships and unhappily sailing under false 
colours (a thing often practised in the time of war), 
and iiecer having seen each other, had, at meeting, 
a ver\ smart engagement, each fighting for life and 
honour, till two unfortunate shots , one of them, vi^ , 
the* priiateer, was sunk by a shot between wind and 
water, and tlie tradei unliappilv blown up bv a ball 
falling in the powdet-ioom There were only two 
hands of the tiader, and three of the pnvateei, that 
CHcajied, and they all fortunately met at one of the 
partners' houses, \y|ieie they coiilnmed tlietiuthof 
this iiielaiichoK stoiy, and to me a fatal loss 

What was to be done now r T had no inoiie}, and 
but few clothes left . there was no hope of subsistence 
from my son oi his guaidmns they were tied down 
to be spc'ctatois of inv misfortunes, without affording 
me any redress, esen if they ivould 

Isabel, though I was now reduced to the last penny, 
would livewith me still, and, ns 1 obsc-ned beforeaiid 
mav now refieal, I was in a pretty situation to Ixigm 
the world — upwards of sixty yeai-s oi age, fneiidle'-s, 
scanty of clothes, and but yeiy little iiloiiey 

I proposed to Isabel to remove fioin lodgings and 
retire to Amsterrlaiii, wheie I was not known, and 
might turn nil self into some little way of business, 
and work for that bread now winch had licen too 
often squandered awaj upon eery tnHes And upon 
camsideration I found myself in a worse cxinditiOD 
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than I thought, for I had nothing to i-ecommend 
me to Heaven, either in works or thoughts , had 
even banislied from mjr mind nil the cardinal and 
moral virtues, and had much more reason to hide 
myself from the sight of Go<l, if possible, than I had 
to leave 'I he Hague, that I might not be knouii of 
my fellow -Cl entures And farther to hasten our 
renioviiig to Amsteidam, I recollected I was involved 
in debt foi money to purchase a shaie in the New- 
foundland trader, which was lost, and my creditois 
daily threatened me with nn anest to make me pay 
them 

I soon distlmrged my hxJgings and went with 
Isabel to Amsterdam, wheie I thought, ns I was 
ndvanced in years, to give up all I could raise in 
the woild, nnd on the sale of everything I hnd to 
go into one of the I’loveiiieis’ houses, wherfc I should 
be settled foi life But as I could not produce 
cnougli monel foi it, I turned it into a (offee-house 
near the Stmlt-house, where 1 might have done well , 
but as soon as I was settled one of my Hague credi- 
tors arrested me for a debt of i,T5, and I not having 
a friend in the woild of whom to raise the money, 
was. III a shameful condition, earned to the common 
jail, where poor Isabel followcil me with showers of 
tears, and left me inconsolable for my great mis- 
fortunes. Here, without some veiy unforeseen ac- 
cident, I shall never go out of it until I am earned 
to my grave, for which my inui h-ofTended God pre- 
pare me as soon as {lossihle 
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The coniinuatmn of the Life of Roxana, hy Isabel 
Johnson, rcho had been her waitinff-maid, from 
the time she was thrown into jail to the tune of her 
death 

After mv WJy, as it was my duty to fall hei, was 
thrown into jail foi a debt she was unable to pay, 
she gave her mind wholly up to devotion Whether 
it was fioiii a thorough sense of her wietihed stale, 
or any other reason, I Lould neyer learn , but this 
I may say, that she was a sincere penitent, and in 
every action had all the behaviour of a Christian 
By degrees all the things she had in the world were 
sold, arid she iK'gaii to find an inward decay upon 
her spiiits III this intenol she lepeated all the 
passages of hei ill-s(>cnt life to me, and thoroughly 
repented of evciv bad action, especially the little 
value she had for hei children, which weie honestly 
bom and bred And having, as she believed, made 
her peace with Gcal, she died with mere grief on 
the 2nd of July, 1742, in the sixty-fifth year of her 
age, and was decently buried bv me in the church- 
vard belonging to the Lutherans, in the city of 
Amsterdam 
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